




















TO MELANNGVERVEER
FROM : L1Z ROBBINS

DATE : MAY 2, 1996
RE x HEINZ PROGRAM -- POTENTIAL MINEFIELDS

Thanks so much for all your help! Since June will shortly be upon us, I hope we you can quickly get
responses as to how the following questions would be dealt with so that we can maintain Heinz’s
interest in giving a major donation from this program to thc NEA -- and hence, doing a Washington
event. The minefields I can see are:

—~—

First, some of the donation is generated by the sale of Heinz Ketchup (it is the product’s 100th
anniversary, they are a major American corporation, and the Heinz Ketchup bottle is a
cultural icon like the Campbell’s Soup cans). However, the donation is being matched by a

! ion £ he Heinz Foundati e

—_—

There is a contest being run in schools with Scholastic (frankly I think this is a plus rather than
a minefield but you tell me) for kids to design a nesy Heinz Ketchup label for bottles sold in
1997, with scholarships to three winners who will see their labels placed on bottles in stores.
The theme is “what the arts mean to me”. There will be other prizes, and donations to selected

schools. Scholastic is designing this aspect, with a commercial design/school to work transition
curriculwn component.

The company obviously needs medija attention for this program, and so is producing video
press kits for distribution on the day of the event to selected local medig markets. They
contemplate including clips from O’Reilly talking about the program, videos (maybe) of kids
working on the contest, a clip from a celebrity talking about the importance of arts education.

\Vhat are the rules for this? What can/can’t be included, what must be done off/on campus,
etc.?

Also, the program as structured is okay with the NEA -- ie the only parameter is they can’t
advertise that they are giving grants to the NEA by name --- rather they must simply say they
are supporting “national arts education programs”.

Truly, this is all I can see as “minefields”. The only “problem” is that the hook is the 100th
anniversary of a product, and the sales of that product generate part of the donation. They
want to mention the anniversary and the label contest. How do we do so appropriately?

v 2 - \w
P.S. Sincel fs‘sume you know that Tony is the founder of the Irish-American fund, and probably the
leading Irish{businessman, I assume you also know that he just bought Jackie Kennedy Onassis’s
diamond ring at the recent Kennedy estate auction.
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ACTION ALERT
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES SCHEDULED TO VOTE
ON NEA FUNDING BILL
ACTION DEADLINE: June 14, 1994

Issue: The month of June will be very busy for arts advocates across the country. This
month, funding for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) will be debated and voted
on by the House of Representatives. Now is a critical time for nonprofit arts institutions,
artists and friends of the arts to tell their Representative to support NEA funding, at a
minimum, of $170.229 million for FY 95, the same amount received last year and the
funding level requested by President Clinton. Your letters are important even if your
institution does not receive NEA grants.

The House of Representatives has scheduled debate on the NEA appropriations bill
for June 22. (The Senate will schedule its debate on the NEA sometime after the House
vote.) Please send at least five letters to your Representative. These letters ideally should
come from your institution, Board members and volunteers and should be handwritten on
business or personal letterhead. Time your letters to arrive in Washington, DC by June 14.

Action Needed: By June 14, send five letters urging your Representative to
support, at a minimum, $170.229 million for the NEA in FY 95 and to vote against
any amendments that would weaken the national role of the NEA or require
funding restrictions. Tell your Representative that support for the arts, particularly
artists and arts institutions, is an investment in artistic excellence, education, local
tourism and commerce and community building.

Points to_highlight in your letter:

* The National Endowment for the Arts is the only national voice for the arts community
in this country and serves as an invaluable resource for artists and arts institutions.

* The NEA’s relatively small budget has helped nonprofit arts institutions present quality arts
programming; develop innovative educational activities and outreach programs; serve as a
catalyst for economic growth in the local community; and create a sense of community spirit,
bridging cultural differences.

* NEA support attracts corporate sponsorship, private donations and funding from other
government agencies. Each NEA grant dollar received is estimated to generate $11 dollars
or more in matching funds, creating a significant return in jobs, services and contracts to the
community -- funding that cannot be replaced with corporate donations, which have recently
declined, or increased ticket prices, which would undermine the mission of nonprofit arts
institutions to reach a broad and diverse audience.

* According to a government study, the NEA’s budget has declined by 43 percent since 1979,
when adjusted for inflation.
5127/94
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NEA DRAFT LETTER TO SEND TO REPRESENTATIVES

(Please note: This is only a suggested outline. The more you emphasize your institution and
personal experiences with the arts, the more impact your letter will have. Please write on
business or personal letterhead when possible.)

The Honorable
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative

I am writing to ask you to support funding for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) at a
minimum of $170.229 million in FY 95, the same amount the NEA received last year and the funding level
requested by President Clinton. [ also urge you to vote against any amendments that would weaken the
national role of the NEA or require funding restrictions.

The NEA is the only national voice for the arts community in this country and serves as an invaluable
resource for artists and nonprofit arts institutions. Its relatively small budget has helped nonprofit arts
institutions present new arts programming; develop innovative educational activities and outreach programs;
serve as a catalyst for economic growth in local communities; and promote community-building. (If your
institution has received any NEA funding, please mention the amount and a sentence or two about how
some of it was used.)

Paragraph for institutions:

(Arts institution’s name) is committed to artistic excellence and community education and outreach
programs. This season included (mention one or two of this season’s performances or exhibits as examples
of artistic excellence.) (Name of institution) also has a number of community outreach programs. One of our
most successful programs (describe one of your educational outreach programs, especially one that focuses
on at-risk youth, families or senior citizens. If available, attach any newspaper articles and thank you
letters from program participants about the outreach program.)

Paragraph for Board members and volunteers:

VYolunteers, mention why you decided to volunteer and what the experience means to you. Board
members, mention why it is meaningful to you to serve on the Board and add any personal anecdotes
about your interest/experience with the arts.

Your support of the NEA will allow nonprofit arts institutions to continue training the next generation
of artists, educating audiences, generating local revenue and promoting community-building.

Sincerely,

(Please send copies of all letters to your Service Organization.)






























































