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PM-Clinton-Arts Awards, 480

Clinton Honoring 18 Artists, Backers

Eds: Ceremony scheduled to begin 2 p.m. EDT; may stand
By LAWRENCE L. KNUTSON= Associated Press Writer=

WASHINGTON (AP) Casting a broad net, the White House is honoring 18 of
the nation's cultural elite, including singer Harry Belafonte, actress Julie
Harris, poet Richard Wilbur and folk singer Pete Seeger.

" “These extraordinary Americans have borne eloquent testimony to the
enduring power of the arts and the human ties in our everyday lives,''
President Clinton said in a statement prepared for today's ceremony.

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton called the work of the honorees ~"an
everlasting gift to the nation.''

The awards include the National Medal of the Arts and the Charles Frankel
Prize in the Humanities.

In addition, Sen. Claiborne Pell, D-R.I., was receiving the Presidential
Citizens Medal for ~“legislative leadership and strong advocacy of the arts
and the humanities over the years.'!

Recipients of the arts medal, with White House descriptions, are:

Harry Belafonte: Began his long career as a singer and actor with
““sensual, authentic renderings of Caribbean folk songs.''

Dave Brubeck: ~~Pianist, bandleader, composer and jazz legend.''

Celia Cruz: ~~a contralto with a unique quintessential Afro-Cuban vocal
sound and improvisational flair.''

Dorothy DeLay: ~“World renowned teacher of the violin, the first woman and
the most influential in her field.''

Julie Harris: ~"One of America's most talented and beloved women of stage
and screen.''

Erick Hawkins: ~"The maverick star of America's constellation of dance
greats.'!

Gene Kelly: ~“An American treasure. A world-class dancer, singer and
actor, he is also an award-winning designer, choreographer and producer.''

Pete Seeger: ~~An American folk music legend. ... His own compositions of
“Where Have All the Flowers Gone?' “If I Had a Hammer,' “Kisses Sweeter Than
Wine,' and "Turn, Turn, Turn' brought him much deserved personal fame.''

Catherine Filene Shouse: Now 98, her philanthropy made possible the
National Park Service's Wolf Trap Farm Park for the Performing Arts in Vienna,
Va.

Wayne Thiebaud: "~ “Internationally renowned American artist and teacher.''

Richard Wilbur: A former U.S. poet laureate, he is ~“a poet, literary
translator, teacher, Broadway lyricist, critic, editor and author of
children's books. *‘

Young Audiences, a New York-based group that brings music, dance, theater
and the visual arts to more than 6 million young people in 32 states,

Winners of the Frankel Prize are:

Ernest L. Boyer, president of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement
of Teaching; William Kittredge, an interpreter of the American West and
English professor at the University of Montana; Peggy Prenshaw, scholar of
Southern literature at Louisiana State University; Sharon Percy Rockefeller,
former president of the Washington public broadcasting station, WETA; and
Dorothy Porter Wesley, an archivist who was the principal compiler of the
black studies collection at Howard University.
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