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PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES
1100 Pennsylvania Avenuc, N.'W.  Suite 526
Washsngton, N.C. 20506
(202) 682-5409 Fax (202) 682-5668

White House Event
Recognizing Arts and Humanities Programs for Youth At Risk
April 26, 1996

Suggested Talking Points for Richard Dreyfuss

Background:

In September, 1994, when President Clinton appointed the members of the President’s Committee
on the Arts and the Humanities, he and First Lady Hillary Rodhar_lg_lin_t_@__c_hirgcg the
Committee to make experiences in the arts and the humanities more available to children,
especially those at risk. The Committee knew that hundreds of programs across the country offer
classes, rehearsals, and other activities to children and youth, after school, on weekends and
during the summer. -Many of these inspiring programs were started by caring artists and scholars
who wanted to contribute to the health of their communities. Since the early 1980s, many of the
programs received encouragement and support from the National Endowment for the Arts and
from other federal agencies, such as the Department of Labor and the Department of Justice, and
more recently, the Corporation for National Service, which saw them as effective ways to offer
youth positive alternatives to destructive behavior, safe outlets for self-expression and self-

definition, and disciplines that provide academic and job skills.

Before recommending how to build on these effective programs and to create more opportunities
for more at-risk children. the President’s Committee decided to survev the proerams. a study
which had never been done before, and learn what makes them work. P

This 14-month study, led by Judith Humphreys Weitz of the President’s Committee, in
cooperation with the National Assembly of Local Arts Agencies, culminates today in the
publication of Coming Up Taller: Arts and Humanities Programs for Children and Youth At
Risk. The study describes what makes these programs effective, how they are designed and
supported and includes 218 examples of programs from all over the United States. The study
and today’s event are entirely funded by the private sector. The Committee hopes that this study
will convince local, state and federal leaders, and private contributors, to continue to support
these inspinng programs, and to create more of them. —
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The objectives of today’s ceremony are:

- to recognize the programs, the dedicated individuals that run them, and the children who
benefit from them; ;

- to acknowledge the federal agencies that support creative alternatives for youth, especially the
National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities and the
Institute of Museum Services;

- and to release Coming Up Taller, the study of the President’s Committee on the Arts and the
Humanities.
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Talking Points for Richard Dreyfuss

* | am glad to be at this celebration of how the arts and the humanities transforrn young
people’s lives. And I appreciate the President’s Committee for bringing us all this information;
I hope it will inspire more communities to create more programs.

* I also want to acknowledge the artists and the scholars and the museumn workers who are here,
for giving their time and their talents to help our youth learn and practice the great disciplines
that are part of a complete educations - whether that education happens in school or after school
or over the summer.

* I am glad to know, that despite budget cuts, the National Endowment for the Arts, the
National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Institute of Museum Services are still
supporting programs like these in the President’s Committee’s study. That goes for the other
federal agencies here and for the Mayors’ and Governors’ support as well.

* There's a feeling in this country lately that we can’t afford to give our children some of the
advantages and education we grew up with - and that when it comes to teaching arts or gaining
greater understanding of ourselves and our huge, complicated world through the humanities - that
those activities are expendable.

* We are still the richest country in the world and the programs we are demonstrating today
show us we cannot afford NOT to have them. Not if we want children to overcome some of the
burdens of childhood and go on to become creative, productive adults.

* Now we are going to hear from the Chicago Children’s Choir - which under the artistic
leadership of Bill Chin combines kids with different racial and economic backgrounds into one
harmonious ensemble; that’s a pretty good metaphor for what we want to happen in our country,
isn’t it? And one of their singers, Sheronna Ragin, will talk to us.

* Then we are going to hear Joel (pronounced Ho-el) Hemandez read one of the poems he’s
been working on with the Writers’ Corps program. Bill Strickland will tell us about his program
in Pittsburgh and then at the end, let’s all sing together with the choir. The choir will sing one
verse and the audience will join.

* Let’s listen to the Chicago Children’s Choir,
(It is important for him to know that these are programs that take place outside of schools, during
the time when kids are most likely to get into trouble. Also, that the programs use the arts, but

they also teach academic and work skills. Some happen in neighborhood workshops while others
are supported by larger institutions like museums or the St. Louis Opera Theatre.)
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PRESIDENT’S COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND 'THE HUMANITIES
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. Suitc 526
Washington, D.C. 20506
(202) 682-5409 Fax (202) 682-5668

White House Event
Recognizing Arts and Humanities Programs for Youth At Risk
April 26, 1996

Suggested Talking Points for Hillary Rodham Clinton

Background:

In September, 1994, when President Clinton appointed the members of the President’s Committee
on the Arts and the Humanities, he and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton charged the
Committee to make experiences in the arts and the humanities more available to children,
especially those at risk. The Committee knew that hundreds of programs across the country offer
classes, rehearsals, and other activities to children and youth, after school, on weekends and
during the summer. Many of these inspiring programs were started by caring artists and scholars
who wanted to contribute to the health of their communities. Since the early 1980s, many of the
programs received encouragement and support from the National Endowment for the Arts and
from other federal agencies, such as the Department of Labor and the Deportment of Justice, and
more recently, the Corporation for National Service, which saw them as effective ways to offer
youth positive alternatives to destructive behavior, safe outlets for self-expression and self-
definition, and disciplines that provide academic and job skills.

Before recommending how to build on these effective programs and to create more opportunities
for more at-risk children, the President’s Committee decided 1o survey the programs, a study
which had never been done before, and learn what makes them work.

This 14-month stmudy, led by Judith Humphreys Weitz of the President’s Committee, in
cooperation with the National Assembly of Local Arts Agencies, culminates today in the
publication of Coming Up Taller: Arts and Humanities Programs for Children and Youth At
Risk, The study describes what makes these programs effective, how they are designed and
supported and includes 218 examples of programs from all over the United States. The study
and today’s event are entirely funded by the private sector. The Committee hopes that this study
will convince local, state and federal leaders, and private contributors, to continue to support
these inspiring programs, and to create more of them.
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