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Love May Be Color Blind, But
Adoption Laws Aren’t (
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Love may be color blind,
but adoption laws aren’t:

By George Oxford Miller
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. Newnsapuim ateo wiD help aHedste 
detap. to the pemaH owe tmatosd.

puiBroetwwfcby fheeodoffheyenr.^With: 
cnmpirtr infnrmteirwi about eadi cfafld on 
the mahyhroe computer,* sbewH. "field 
wofiers will find it much eatea- to attach 
funifieB md dnldrefL*

The current comptMET Bjrrtem b fanited 
m the number d variables it can match be­
tween the child's and taonty’a reqwrementa. 
The new system, if approved, also win aBow 
tracking and monitoring of each child’s 
progress through the system before and 
after placement

But the children in foster care in Arkan­
sas and across the nation need more than 
high-tech solutions to get them into loving, 
permanent homes. Nationwide. 500,000 
children are in foster care and 200,000 are 
available for adoption. Forty pereent of 
those 200.000 are black, a disproportion­
ately targe number compared to the popula­
tion. According to an Arkansas Department 
of Human Services document. Too many 
children remain in foster care because of 
the disarray at every level of the child wel­
fare delivery system.'

Ironically, the problem isn’t just bu­
reaucracy, or even a lack of agency-ap­
proved families willing to adopt children 
with severe mental, emotional, and

fleet racial isvjudice than fegitiin^ pub&c 
concern „* Whether the prohibition 
agaeast sttoe-^natad^dad race pr^dsence ex­
tends epedficdly to adoption is being tetand 
by pending caam.

. Researchers who have studied mixed- 
nee bnnbes tor detaiie9 disagree
traasradal adoption robs chUdres of their 
cultural irientity snd ethnic tw.il mpe FflC 20 
yenrs, American Univtrsty taw and public 
service professor Rite Simon tracked 204 
white femibei who had adopted black chil­
dren. She found that minority rhiMjm 
growing up hi white fermbes did not become 
cnufiised about their racial atmtitirt. The 
,4■ta jn our study, indeed in all ’tw yiAK 
that have been done, show that transadal 
adoptions serre the children’s best inter­
est," Simon reported. ______

Debate convincing scientific research 
and explicit cnoaritntwia] few, most adop­
tion advocates agree, in as much as the 
word ‘agree* can be applied to the thorny 
issue of adoption, thrt the fears expressed 
by the NABSW cannot and should not be 
dismissed. When available. Nack families 
should have first preference for black chfl- 
dren.

But the taubieui, amply stated, is one of 
supply and demand. There are not enough 
black families in Aritmsas, or the nation, to 
adopt the munbere cf black children svai}- 
able. According to one adoption advocate in 
the private sector, aomeagencies are having 
to find homes m Europe for African-Ameri­
can babies because <d the lack of black fami­
lies wHHng to adopt ~

The Arkansas Diviaoo of Child and Fam­
ily Services, the NABSW and other national 
advocacy groups contend that the problem 
is not lack of Hack families but lack of re­
cruitment The DCFS maintains a Black 
Family Outreach urtit with three placement 
apedabsts dedicated to Uniting black fami­
lies. Besides advertising and publicity, 
DCFS has provided grant money specifi­
cally for recruitment programs, such as 
Project STARS, wHch tasted for two years.

Most people agree that ideally, black 
i children should be reared in black tallies 
: and acculturated with the values of their 

black heritage. But in an ideal world, adop­
tion would not exist at all and children 
wouldn’t languish in foster homes while 
adults argue about the Irreparable barm" 
done to black children if they are socialized 
to thmk like white people.
■; In the meantime, thousands of 
black children nationwide and scores 
in Arkansas are forced to live indefi­
nitely in foster homes.

:> Ironically, many of those foster 
homes happemto be headed by white 
families. And, though discouraged in 
the past, the current trend is to en­
courage foster parents to adopt their 
wards. ‘About 40 percent of the adop­
tions that DCFS bandies are by fos­
ter parents,’ Burke reported.

But problems arise, as depicted in

In Arkansas today, 2383 children are liv- 
fag in foster homes in court-mandated sepa­
ration from their parents, primarily due to 
sexual and physical abuse. The majority will 
eventually return to their families when 
their home situation improves. But 186 will 
not Though the actual number varies 
monthly, this group of 186 wiO wait in Umbo 
while social workers search for families will­
ing to adopt them.

The Department of Human Services cur­
rently has 20 black families and 77 white 
families waiting to adopt But they can't 
make a match with the kids in foster care. 
Most of the available children are black. 
Most of the adoptive families are white. 
Most of these children are classified as “spe- 
dal needs" children. In Arkansas, the spe­
cial needs designation applies to children of 
color over two years old. white children over 
nine years old. abling groups and kids with 
emotional, intellectual or medical problems.

On an average, each of these young 
people will have to wait three years or 
longer before being adopted. Yet countiess 
studies confirm, and every case worker 
agrees, that such inordinate delays in find­
ing a permanent family can create a fifetime ’ 
of emotional and behavioral problems.

The timely placement of children for 
adoption by the Division of Child and Fam­
ily Services hasn't always been as bad as it 
is today. It’s been worse. Fortunately, some 
ot the administrative and procedural delays 
to finding willing families have changed, or 
soon will Unfortunately, other problems 
remain as deeply entrenched in the system 

as ever. J
Pulaski County Circuit/Chancery Judge 

Joyce Williams Warren described the proce­
dure leading to the adoption of a child in 
foster care: "After the dependency neglect 
ruling, the child is placed in foster care and 
the state has 18 months to develop a case 
plan that recommends removal of parental 
rights and adoption, or return (the child) to 
the family. If adoption is recommended, an 
adoption packet is prepared . In the past that 
has taken six to nine months. Then another
18 to 24 months may pass before a family is 
approved. By then, the child has been in 
foster care for three years or longer. 1 once 
had to teD a case worker that Td like to get 
the child adopted before he's old enough to 
vote."

Indeed, the DCFS adoption portfolio lists 
a number of teenagers who will undoubt­
edly reach voting age before finding an 
adoptive family. -

At least one procedural step in the shuffle
from foster care to a loving family recentiy 1 
has beat strearnlmed. The adoption packet, - 
which describes the child’s complete raae J Vri 
history and the giteria for placement, now ; 
is being developed totally by placementnpe-' - 
dalists in the adoption unit instead of de- 
pending on communications back and forth^11 
with various county foster care units. Car- %
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National legislation leaves transracial adoption 
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