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SPECIAL
ARTS

Tuly 7, 1994

Mr. Rex Scouten

Curator

The White 1Iouse

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dcar Rex:

1 had the pleaswe of mesting you at the Intemational Very Special Ang
Festival in Brussely in Muy and am now following up on earlier discussions
you liad with Eugene Muillard and Katherine Lassetter regarding a Very
Special Ans event at the White House. Taking inspiration from an
unforgeiuble three duys in Brussels, we would like 10 propose a mini-
version of the Festival to be held ar the White House as a cujmination of our
20cth Anniversary ycar., President and mMrs. Clinton's participation in this
event wonld be a visible demonstration of their commutment and support of
the ants and the disability community.

The day-long mini-fesival would set the stage tor a special evening
performance &t the White House built around the presentation of a lifetime
achievement award to Ray Charles in honor of Very Special Arts Founder
Jean Kennedy Smith. It is our hope that we will secure corporate
sponsorship to produce a Very Special Arts 20th Anniversary television
special using video footage of this evening plus segments taped in Brussels
and at other successful Very Special Arts programs.

Very Special Arts is enthusiastic about pursuing these plans with you,
aiming for a date in late September or October. However, we will be as
flexible as we need to be in response to White House scheduling
fequirements.

This has been an exciling year for us and 1 can't imagine a more illustrioos
finale than a Very Special Arts 20th Aaniversary Celebration af the White
House. Ilook forward to discussing our proposal with you at your earliest
convenience. :

Sincerely, :
e )

Lt e
Rileen Cuskaden

Exerntive Vice President

Enclosnres

Very Specal Ants » Ecucaton Office o The iotni F Xiceety Centex rr}'Qsié’?‘ékww-.gprs
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Celebrate the Abilities of All People

A White House Celebration in honor of
the 20th Anniversary of Very Special Arts

Overview

A day and evening of celebration at the White House is being proposed to mark the 20th
Anniversary of Very Special Aris. Since 1974, Very Special Ants has provided
opportunities in the arts to people with disabilities as a way for them to integrate into
mainstream settings, 10 tap thelr personal creative abilities and to access socicty's cultural
resources.

President and Mrs. Clinton have long been champions of causes related to the integration
and equal treatment of people with disabilities m this couniry. 1t 1s our hope that they
would bc intcgrally involved in this Anniversary program.

Theme

1n keeping with the spirit of the occasion, the theme for the program will be Celebrare the
Abiltdes of All People.

Participants

Very Special Arts will enlist the participation of prominent VSA supporters — government
leaders, artists and other celebdtics. Joining this distinguished company will be
representatives from Very Special Arts programs across the country, including children,
youth and adults wilh disabilitics.

Events at the White House

* A Very Special Arts Festival
The daytimc cvent will be an arts festival on the Whitc House grounds fcaturing
performances, demonstrations, participatory arts activitics and e¢xhibits that draw on
participants' creativity in the visnal arts, theatre, dance and music. Performances by
Very Special Ants program participants will include children’s original works such as
the musical drama The Wind That Blew, writtcn and produced by Dade County,
Florida swdents in the altermath of Hurricane Andrew, and Valentine Fairy Tales, an
antholugy of favorile storics adupied fur the stage and perfonned by werubers of tie
Loudoun County, Yirginia Festival Players who use the wehnigue of shadowing o
assist cast members who have menatal disubilices.

Festival atendees will also be treated 1o concerts by promising young musicians such
as ten-year-old vocalist Matthew Volbrecht, who received a music scholarship as one of
the 1994 Very Special Arts National Young Soloists, and Benita Gold, a saxophonist
from Gaithersburg, Maryland and two-time Maryland State Very Special . At oung
Soloist award recipient.

Visual ants demonstrations will teature professional aruists discussing and
demonstrating their art forms. Noted sculptor Michael Naranjo, a Native Amenican
who was blinded in the Viemam War, and painter Brom Wikstrom, an avid Very
Special Arts supporter and active member of the Association of Mouth and Foot
Painting Artists, are among those expected to participate.
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Very Special Arts 20th Anniversary Proposal
Page wo

Celebrants of all ages and abilities will be able to choose from a wide range of
participatory activities that we refer to as "Art Stops.” Examples include making
rhythm instruments from everyday items like paper plates and macaroni; using these
newly made mstruments to improvise accompaniment and sound eftects for story
telling and creative dramancs; decorating clay sculptures with fragrant herbs, rough
sandpaper or intricate fossils to produce artwork that appeals to all of our scnses; and
creating collages of the world around us through texturc rubbings.

A retrospective exhibition of artwork will be on display throughout the festival 10
spotlight the artistic achievements of both professional and non-professional visual
artists involved in Very Special Arts over the last two decades.

¢ The Evening Performance

A special "Cvening at the White Ilouse" for invited' guests would center on the
presentation of a hfetime achievement award in honor of Vcry Special Arts Founder
Jean Kennedy Smith. Ray Charles has been chosen to receive the award and lLas
agreed o pacticipate in aun eveuing perforuamce where he will be joined by fellow
cutertainment luminanes and Very Special Ans performers with and without
disabilitics. President and Mrs. Clinton could play an imponant part in this event,
demonstrating their commiunent, concem and support for people with disabilites.

Video footage of the evening award presentation and performance would form the
centerpiece for a TV special celebralng Very Special Ans’ 20th anniversary. Corporate
sponsor ITT has committed 1o underwriting the show's production costs and
independent producer Gary Smith of Smith-Hemion, who produced our Emmy Award
winning NBC Television Special, "From the Heart,” has agreed to work with us again,
In addition to the White House taping, we plan to incorporate footage and profiles
captured at our International Festival in Brussels this past May and highlights of other
successful Very Special Aris programs.

Conclusion

Ar is a bridge that connects all cultures and helps us understand each other's point of vicw.
For people with disabilities, building bridges through the arts is a powertul step toward full
inclusion in American society. Pastcipants in Very Special Arts programs have been living
by this philosophy for twenty years. We hope that President and Mrs. Clinton will join us
in celebrating our achievements and rededicating ourselves to this path.
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July 11, 1994

MEMORANDUM

TO: ANNE BARTLEY
OFFICE OF THE FIRST LADY

FROM: DEBORAH PEARLSTEIN
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

RE: CEDAW/UN CONFERENCE ON WOMEN

As we discussed in last Friday's meeting, I've attached a summary
of the primary issues surrounding the Administration's
preparations for the Beijing Conference. For each topic, I've
suggested a Presidential response (often based on State
Department language), and I've noted questions that remain to be
resolved. Also attached is a proposed form letter on CEDAW that
would serve to answer thousands of letters from the general
public. I look forward to receiving everyone's comments,
changes, etc.

Second, at the request of the State Department, I've compiled a
sample of the President's mail on these subjects, including:
several "kitchen table" letters from the general public, a letter
from NA'AMAT USA, correspondence from Bella Abzug w/POTUS
response, and from Harriet Woods w/proposed response. Meanwhile,
we have some letters pending that need more immediate replies.

It would be most helpful to identify one person, either here at
the White House or at State, who could clear off on Presidential
replies to VIP mail.

Finally, I hope you'll send any additional information available
on Beijing or related issues, particularly after the results of
the July 18 meeting become known. As preparations go into full
swing, our responses will need to be updated regularly. Thanks
for your help in this!



Memorandum
July 11, 1994
Page Two

23] Beijing Preparations

My Administration is looking forward to the 1995 UN World
Conference on Women in Beijing, and we are actively engaged in
preparations. Undersecretary of State for Global Affairs Tim
Wirth has established a new secretariat charged with coordinating
U.S. planning for the Beijing Conference. I hope that you will
contact Director of the Conference Secretariat Theresa Loar at
the State Department for further details.

I am determined to incorporate a diverse range of views
throughout the planning process, drawing on the knowledge and
expertise of both national and grassroots associations. Your
involvement is an integral part of this effort. With the
combined strengths of governmental and non-governmental
organizations like yours, I am confident that the United States
will be most effective in championing the cause of women's rights
in this nation and around the world.

To be more responsive to NGO concerns, the following issues
remain to be resolved:
* How can/should the U.S. government help NGOs to
receive funding?
* What is the nature of the First Lady's involvement?
* How many NGO representatives will participate in the
preparatory meetings and at the Beijing
conference, and how will they be selected? Wwho
should they contact to obtain more information?

II. A Presidential Commission on the Status of Women

My Administration is currently exploring ways to expand
women's involvement in assessing the status of American women and
in preparing for international conferences.

No decision has yet been made, but the meeting concurred that the
President should avoid sounding encouraging about the
establishment of a new commission.



Memorandum
July 11, 1994
Page Three

ITII. U.S. Seat on the UN Commission on the Status of Women

Let me assure you that the loss of the U.S. seat on the UN
Commission on the Status of Women will not prevent our energetic
participation in the UN preparations for the Beijing conference.
The United States will vigorously campaign for re-election to the
Commission in the spring of 1995 -- the earliest available
opportunity. We're counting on your vocal support for this
important effort.

The meeting also addressed the need to:
* Clarify Arvonne Fraser's role and reassert the President's
confidence in her leadership
* Identify specific strategies for NGOs in advancing the
U.S. campaign

IV. The National Report on U.S. Implementation of the Nairobi
Forward-Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women

The State Department is now completing the National Report
on U.S. Implementation of the Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies
for the Advancement of Women. We look welcome the comments of
interested organizations like yours when the draft report becomes
available in August. Based on these suggestions, appropriate
revisions will be made in anticipation of the 1995 World
Conference on Women in Beijing.

Following the July 18 meeting, the President should be able to
specify how interested NGOs can review the U.S. report.

V. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women

Proposed Presidential response attached

To be more responsive, the President could:
* Tdentify a time frame or specific process for moving
toward ratification
* State more explicitly the Administration's position
on NGO lobbying/involvement



UN/CEDAW Support
POTUS Response
July 11, 1994

Thank you for your letter regarding the United Nations
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW). I share your deep commitment to advancing
the rights of women around the world, and I am working hard to
meet that crucial challenge.

My Administration strongly supports the goals of CEDAW -- to
promote women's equality and to eliminate gender-based
discrimination. In completing our detailed legal analysis of the
treaty's provisions as they relate to U.S. law, we are consulting
closely with concerned non-governmental organizations like yours.
I welcome your insights, and I hope that you will contact (-----
---) with your suggestions. We continue to work toward
ratification with interested Senate offices, and I am convinced
that our step-by-step approach will best ensure its ultimate
passage.

I appreciate knowing your thoughts on this vital issue. As
we move forward in our efforts, I'm grateful for your support.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July S, 1994

Ms. Bella Abzug

Co-Chair

Women's Environment and
Development Organization

15th Floor

845 Third Avenue

New York, New York 10022

Dear Bella:

Thank you for your suggestions on behalf
of the Women's Environment & Development
Organization. I share your deep commitment
to advancing the rights of women, and my
Administration is working hard to meet this
crucial challenge.

As Melinda Kimble, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for International Organization
Affairs, has detailed, the State Department
is actively engaged in preparations for the
Fourth World Conference on Women. With the
continued participation of government and non-
governmental organizations across the country,
I am confident that the United States will be
most effective in promoting women's rights in
this nation and around the world.

I appreciate your insights and involvement
as we work to promote human rights for all
people.

Sincerely,



President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

6445 Greene St. #B202
Phila., PA 19119

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing regarding the Women’s Convention of December 18,
1979. This document, adopted by the United Nations, provides the
world community with an international framework of standards for
the protection of women’s human rights.

The United States should welcome the opportunity to work with other
countries in implementing measures to alleviate discriminatory
practices that violate the human rights of women. However, while
the US was active in drafting the Women’s Convention, it is not
among the 132 countries which have ratified the Convention.

I urge you to send the Women’s Convention to the US Senate for
ratification as soon as possible. This action will help restore
the credibility of the US as an advocate for the protection of
women’s human rights.

Sincerely,

N

Ellen Rose Lehrman
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President 8111 Clinton June 2i. 1594
The White House
washington. T.C. 20500

Dear President Ciinton.

Please allow a few momenis of your valuabie time to express
my concerns about the Convention on the Eiimination of A1l Forms

of Discrimination Against Women (The Women's Convention). This
Convention was adopted by the United WNations on December 18,
197S. The Convention provides the world community with an

internationa’ framework of standards for the protection of
women's human rights.

The U.S. shouid weicome the opportunity to work with other
countries in implement 1ng measures to alleviate discriminatory
practices that vioiate the human rights of women. However, while

the U.S. was active in drafting the Women's Convention, it is not
among the 132 countries which have ratified the Convention to

date. in June 1883, at the U.N. Worla Conference on Human
Righls, Secretary of State warren Christopher announced that the
Aaministration woulo take action on the Women's Convention and
other human rights treaties. The U.S. compromises 1ts

credibi1iity as an advocate for the protection of women’s human
rights as jong as 1t does not ratify this numan rights treaty.

I respectfuliy request that you send the Women's Convention
to the Senate for ratnification as soon as possible.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Kathy Hoiiand
i0338 Lindley Ave. #107
Northr idge, Ca. 91326
(848) 360-0425




Pfesident Bill Clinton

The White House

Washington, DC 55 .

20500 : = Tl
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Mr. President: g 7 /
I would like to bring to your attention an issue of great importance to me. On
December 18, 1979 the United Nations adopted the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (The Women's Convention). It saddens me to know
that in 1994 the United States has not ratified the Convention. In June 1993, Secretary
of the State Warren Christopher attended the UN World Conference on Human Rights and
announced that the Administration would take action on the Women's Convention and other
human rights treaties. However, without ratification of the Convention, the United
States compromises its credibility as an advocate of human rights and as a world leader
(132 other countries have ratified already). Therefore, I urge you to send the Women's

Convention to the U.S. Senate for ratification immediately. Thank you for your time and

any efforts you may take to alleviate this situation.

Sincerely, 8-
Sharen Frudrehsn

Sharon Friedrichsen
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Fomerdy Poneer Women

National Officers

PRESIDENT
SYLVIA LEWIS

VICE-PRESIDENTS

Fund Raising
EDITH GATES

Membership
HARRIETT BAUMAN

Organization
ELLEN GINSBURG

Program-Education
ROSALIE GRAD

Treasurer
PHYLLIS KAPLAN

Financial Secretary
IRENE ROBINSON

Secretary
ARLIENE STEMPLER

Area Coordinators

Eastern
ESTELLE BALFOUR

Midwest
LYNN WAX

Southeast
JOYCE SCHILDKRAUT

Western
PHYLLIS SANDGROUND

Past Presidents

GLORIA ELBLING
BLANCHE FINE*
BERT GOLDSTEIN
HARRIET GREEN
ROSE KAUFMAN*
SARA FEDER KEYFITZ*
FRIEDA LEEMON
CLARA LEFF

GOLDA MEIR*
DVORAH ROTHBARD*®
CHARLOITE STEIN
CHAYA SURCHIN®
PHYLLIS SUTKER
SOPHIE UDIN®
ESTHER ZACKLER

‘Deceased

I

FiaT

NA'AMAT USA ¢
THE WOMEN'S LABOR ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, INC.

200 Madison Avenue. New York. N.Y. 10016 « Tel. (212) 725-8010 « Fox (212) 447-5187 Fox (305) 538-4108

June 7, 1994

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear President Clinton;

As one of the Non-Governmental Organizations planning to send a delegation to the
1995 Fourth World Conference On Women, we urge you to take the steps necessary
to assure American influence for this most important conference.

We urge you, first of all, to appoint Hillary Rodham Clinton to head the American
delegation to the Beijing Conference. Mrs. Clinton is a woman who is respected all
over the world and her presence in this position would enhance the delegation.

In addition, we urge you to secure ratification of CEDAW (the United Nations
Convention of Elimination of Discrimination Against Women) and that you reestab-
lish a United States Commission on Women.

I also remind you of the importance of reclaiming a United States seat on the United
Nations Commission on the Status of Women.

As one of the presidents who had the privilege of meeting you in the White House in
March with the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations,
I want to thank you for all you do on behalf of so many of the issues which we support
- health care, reproductive choice, welfare reform and women, children and families
in general.

With sincere appreciation,

/ < - H
«J, ‘/z;{/b)«(\ . J\-&o
{ | .
Sylvia Lewis

National President

in Israel. Na‘amat covers the entire map with g broag.network ot services-child core. educotional. vocationol and ogrlculluromalnlna, legal counselling-tha! enhance
the qQuoality of life for women, teenogers ond chiidren. in the United States. NA’AMAT USA odvocales progressive legisiotion for women's dghts and child welfore: furthers
Jewish education; supports human rights for Jews In distress; is an authorized agency for Youth Allyah. When In Istael, visit the Na'omot Tourist and Overseas Depart-
ment. 93 Arlozorov Streel. Tel Aviv, phone (03) 431-841.
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Women’s Environment & Development Organization
845 Third Avenue < 15th floor ¢ New York, NY 10022 « U.S.A,

Co-Chairs

Bella Abaug

Co-Chair

Wormen's Foreign Pol iy
Counc’WAEDO

U.SA

Thais Corral

RECEH, the Network

in Delense of Humankind
Brazil

Marfa Eugema de Cotter
Exocutive Direatcr
Asias foundation

Costa Rica

Jocelyn Dow

Red Thread

Vomen’s Davelopment Preject
Guyana

Elin Enge

Norwegian Forum for
Eavironment and Developnem
Norway

Or. Farkhonda M, MP.
Profcssor of Ceology
Amesican University in Cairo

Egymt

Wangasi Maatha
Cocrdinator .
Groea Bek Mavement
Xeaya

Chief Bis Ogunleye ‘
Country Women Association
of Nigeriz (COWAN)
Nigeria

Yardama Shiva
Research Foundation for
Science, Technology and
Natural Resource Policy
Irdia

Masityn Waning
Acthor and senicr
university ledurce
New Zealand

Susan Davis
Executive Diredlor

?,é tecycled paper
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A Prograr. of Women U.S.A. Fund, IncC., a 501(c)(3) educational organization

Fax: (212) 759-8647 + E-mail: wedo@igc.org * Telephone: (212) 759-7982

May 16, 1994

President William J. Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton,

Throughout the United States and around the world, women in -large
numbers are joining in activities relatcd to the United Natjons Fourth
World Conference on Women, meeting in Beijing, China in September
1995. As you know, this major cvent is expected to provide an historic
global recommitient to implernenting the goals of Equality, Development
and Peace that emerged from the UN Decade for Women's Forward-
Looking Stratcgies for the Advancemeat of Women,

As one of the key U.S.-based groups with links to women in every region
of the world, the Women's Enovironment and Development Organization
(WEDO) has becn deeply involved in the UN planning process for this
urgently needed intemational conference affecting half the world's -
population. We have a unique role in organizing NGO women’s caucuses
at preparatory and regional meetings to assurc that women have
substantive input.

The emphasis at Beijing will be on practical and specific actions needed
to improve the daily lives of women and to give them equal voices in
policy-and-decision-making. Despite some notable gains, the situation of
women in many areas is deteriorating under the pressure of the global
economic cCrisis, worsening poverty, increasing violence, ‘wars and
unstable governments. Millions of A.mencan women are also affected by
some of these conditions.
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