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TITRUST REF

HEALTH CARE REFORM IS TOO IMPORTANT TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
TO LET ANY KIND OF UNCERTAINTY SLOW IT DOWN. SO, WE LISTENED
INTENTLY WHEN YOU TOLD US THAT UNCERTAINTY SURROUNDING
ENFORCEMENT OF THE ANTITRUST LAWS WAS A PROBLEM FOR AMLERICA’S
HOSPITALS.

YOU TOLD US THAT PROCOMPETITIVE DEALS AMONG HOSPITALS WERE
BEING CHILLED BY FEAR OF ANTITRUST PROSECUTION. HOSPITALS HAD
COME TO BELIEVE THAT EXPENSIVE LEGAL OPTNIONS WOULD BE REQUIRED
ANY TIME THEY WANTED TO MERGE, SHARE HIGH TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT OR
FORM A PURCHASING COOPERATIVE. YOU ALSO TOLD US THAT HOSPITALS
WERE FRUSTRATED BECAUSE THEY COULDN'T GET QUICK AND RELIABLE
ADVICE FROM THE ANTITRUST AGENCLES.

THE ADMINISTRATION HEARD YOU LOUD AND CLEAR. AND, SO DID
SENATOR HOWARD METZENBAUM, WHO CHAIRS THE SENAYTE JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE’S ANTITRUST SUBCOMMITTEE. HIS ANTITRUST HEARINGS AND
THOSE OF SENATOR ROCKEFELLER, AS WELL AS THE WORK OF THE TASK
FORCE, MADE IT CLEAR THAT WE HAD TO DO SOMETHING TO DISPEL
MISPERCEPTIONS THAT WERE DISCOURAGING COOPERATION ANMONG
HOSPITALS.

THIS ADMINISTRATION IS COMMITTED TO REMOVING OBSTACLES TO
HEALTH CARE REFORM. SO TODAY I AM PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT AT
THE URGING OF SFNATOR METZENDBAUM, THE ADMINISTRATION AND THE AHA
HAVE AGREED TO MOVE ANEAD AND REMOVE ANTITRUST UNCERTAINTY AS A
ROADBLOCK TO UHEALTH CARE REFORM.
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I HAVE DIRECTED OUR NEW, AND EXTRAORDINARILY CAPABLE
ANTITRUST CHIEF, ANNE BINGAMAN, TO DEVELOP AND TO PUBLISH CLEAR
AND COMPRFHENSIBLE GUIDELINES FOR MERGERS, NETWORKS, JOINT
VENTURES, PURCHASING COOPERATIVES AND INFORMATIUN EXCHANGES.

IN ADDITION, I HAVE ASKED MS. BTNGAMAN TO INITIATE AN
EXPEDITED REVIEW PROCESS FOR ANTITRUST OPINIONS ON HOSPITAL
DEALS. WITHIN 90 DAYS OF SUBMITTING A REQUEST POR AN ANTITRUST
OPINION, A HOSPITAL WOULD KNOW WHETHER 11S DEAL WOULD PASS MUSTER
AND, IF NOT, WHY NOT.

I AM ALSO COMMITTED TO JOINING THE FEDCRAL TRADE COMMISSION
IN THIS EFFORT. THERE SHOULD BE A SINGLE SET OF CLAKLFYING
GUIDELINES FOR HOSPITALS DEALS AND A 90-DAY TURN AROUND FOR
OPINION LETTERS REGARDLESS OF WHICH ENFORCEMENT AGENCY REVIEWS
IT.

WITH THESE CUIDELINES, YOU WILL HAVE A CLEAR ROAD MAP FOR
PERMISSIBLE DEALS. WITH EXPEDITED REVTEW, YOU WILL GET TIMELY

ANSWERS WHEN YOU REMAIN IN DOUBT ABOUT A PARTICULAR DEAL





















