
FROM CARL S ANTHONY 202 4668929 P. 2

CARL SFERRAZZA ANTHONY

2025 I Street, NW—Suite 1105 Washington, D.C. 20006—202-466-8929

June 5, 1997

Dear Melaunc;

6-06-1997 4:44PM

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to the First Lady
Office of the First Lady 
The White House

2,-hook of speeches by HKC: I have envisioned this as an edited volume of perhaps two dozen of 
the most important speeches made by the First Lady, delivered within the parameters of the first 
term (approximately 6 from each year), and addressing issues not only topical to American life in 
the early 1990's, but of great personal interest to HRC, as well as her most "famous" speeches. 
While she would certainly have delivered many speeches on any one subject, perhaps you could 
guide me to what is considered to be her "best" one on particular subjects. Some of the speeches 1 
have in mind include: the need for universal health care—opening testimony before Congress 
(1993), self-responsibility and education in individual's maintaining their physical health, the 
"politics of meaning" speech in Austin (1993), adoption policy in America, breast cancer 
awareness, early childhood development, micro-loans to women starting small businesses in 
developing communities, Gulf War syndrome, the modem role of First Lady, civil rights and the 
fight for racial tolerance and equality in America, the diversity of Americans in the military- 

Hope this note finds you well. I want to briefly outline some ideas which I hope we can sit down 
and talk about in the next few weeks.

.1. HRC 50th nuxhday: Th e Chicago Historical Society is planning an autumn of interviews with 
prominent native Chicagoans, with "politics” as the theme for the coming year T thought that 
perhaps a forum similar in style to the one conducted at Louisville between HRC and myself 
might be done here-in honor of her 50th birthday at the end of October. In informal discussion 
with them, I bandied about the notion that a walking tour of Park Ridge and some of the sites 
associated with the First Lady's childhood and high school years might be arranged, perhaps a 
booklet with pictures of the sites, even an oral history tape by her guiding visitors. Perhaps a 
panel of her teachers and schoolmates could kick off an "HRC Day" in Chicago (which the Mayor 
could officially declare), and a speech by the First Lady recalling her very own "village." The half- 
century mark is important, this person is important—I just think the non-partisan but civic 
institution of Chicago Historical could be a great setting to "bring her home, to whore it all 
began." Perhaps even Mrs. Rodham and her sons could participate with anecdotes, memories and 
reflections. Perhaps in the evening, a birthday party could be held in the city, with proceeds going 
to various organizations which she might want helped. This could be an important and historic 
event honoring not only the First Lady and her own "village." 
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Bosuia speech (1995), 1996 Democratic National Convention speech.

Anyway, lots to think about, but I did want to get these to you before we sit down again.

6-06-1997 4:45PM

If I could further indulge in a sort-of second thank-you to the First Lady for the April 29 event: 
please tell her that for me, it was as if a childhood dream had been granted—I was "president-for- 
two-hours," being honored to walk down the state hall with her as a Marine boomed my name 
with her's, was introduced by the First Lady, spoke on the podium in the East Room, and shook 
the hands of the guests by her side. As a child, I often read late into the night about Presidents, 
First Ladies and the White House and from my tiny room in Bayside, New York would look out 
onto 215th Street thinking that the road in front of our house, if followed just right, connected 
directly to the road in front of the White House; and that maybe, someday, I would lucky enough 
to visit, dine—perhaps even live—there. It was the most important day of my life and of my 
family's. And it was all absolutely, simply because of her personal kindness and generosity.

31 A Hillary Clinton Foundation: Although the exact timing might not be just right, it is never too 
early to begin thinking about building a base for a private, non-profit foundation under HRC's 
direction for the post-White House years which would focus its mission and energy on the issue 
or issues which she might forecast as being life-long. Mrs. Reagan did this while she was in the 
White House for anti-drug use educational grants, and Mrs. Bush did so also, with her family 
literacy foundation, which is run out of Washington. Such an organization might be run out of the 
future Clinton Presidential Library in Little Rock, and could serve as a base for HRC's work and 
activities after 2001.
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Carl Sfkrrazza Anthony 
202-223-4503 (OFFICE)

202-833-30© I (fax)
202-667-3270 (HOME)
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video clip of cilLbr her afternoon remarks on 

rem
ave a clip of her health care

6:30-7:00 arrival at small reception (about 125) 
, L _ . « iiv? ’■f _ .< .1

7:04-7:15 introduction an--------------
7:'15-8:30 "conversation" interview between Mrs. Clinton and Carl Anthony

1 am available to meet or discuss anything regarding the event, or °^\ce'(ro,“

the event, even in the evening. I will be J 1-“-. “b,  1 *" i' ' -
contact for any logistical or other questions about the event is Anne Urist at GW, 9/3-1102. Mike 
Freedman, at GW,is handling the press. Below is the schedule, according to what we have done with 

Mrs. Reagan, Mt^s. Bush and Mrs. Carter:
6:’30-7:00 arrival at small reception (about 125)
7:00-7:04 welcoming remarks by Fran Tractcnberg, wife of president of GWU 
- L . . i .. J Mstprical context of Mrs. Clinton by Carl Anthony

8:30-8:45 questions from students to xMrs. Clinton

week's session. They are not engraved in

MOV — 21— 9 4 MON

on GW "President's Spouse" session

To: Mrs. Clinton, Nee
Fr: Carl Anthony
Re: Questions :’or next week, other information

stone and 1 will ^either ask cvc\
them. These arc only to provide you all with a sense ol

Vvi** 11^,’V im-’cv

enclosed, unless previov

now until 

out of town only on Thanksgiving. Finally, the primary

I

Hope this information helps for now-and looking forward to the 29lh.

I

we arc able to get severs

arks at last xMay's Botanical Gardens Tribute to the First Ladies (1 h

Congressional testimony and

While House can easily

tremendous help.)
I

1

Total Number of Pages Including This: 5

Enclosed arc 24 questions which serve as a basis for next 
stone and 1 will /either ask every single one of them, nor ask them as specifically as I have written 
them. These arc holy to provide you all with a sense of the program’s format and content. xMso, 1 
will not ask any other questions or refer to any other specific sidijects or general topics that are not 

iously receiving your approval. F’eel free to submit questions you might want.

1 also enclose copies of written questions submitted by students last week. Uris is customary for the 

other three First Radies' appearances. On the day of the event, the other three First Ladies olhccs 
informed me whether they would Lake open questions from the students or prefer to have pre-selected 

questions read. Mrs. Reagan chose the latter method.

1 have prepared shue notes on my introduction, but the final version is now depending on wbether 

al slides of Mrs. Clinton to illustrate my short introduction of her, and a short 
entertaining before the Mandela slate dinner or her 

have a clip of her health care 

iy and would like to pair it with either one of these two listed above). If the 
■ly obtain a 30-sccond clip of either of these two events, it would be of

I
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Jilicized influence

uncx
emu

I

u 1-eli "lightening ro<

r

Clinton?

care policy,

me
you

6. Have the characteristics of the American changed si

Sixties or do
violence <

1

7. Do you hyheve

« rv w •* • ■
8. In the last election, only 33% of the electorate turned out to vote? From your 
personal observations and conversations with Americans, why do you (ecl there is so

that Bill Clinton could have become President without Hillary

■ a

since your coming of age in the

changed the oqtcomc of health care

be role of the First 
■een met? What has been the most 

woman did you ever look to

ievc that

so much debate because you are

icve the

uneloclcd or because you are a woman!'

I
3. You once described yourself as a

First Hady .
I

4. In terms of the Administration's health
that you might have approached differently? Were you
resistance you'would encounter from public interest groups
political critics of your personal role in it? Do you heli*

1 J ] .i b fl 1.1................1..-....... ];J
changed the Ol|‘„--------
it more convenient to criticize a First Lady taking a public role? 

I
5. What is tke biggest misconception about Hillary Clinton? Do you bcli
media, and lienee the public, has a full and honest perception of you tridy are and what 

stand for?;

.1 observations and conversations with Americans, why do you feci there i

MOV — 21— S>-4- MON 10:^4 RERC — WASHINGTON

are there things in retrospect 
aware of the high degree of 

i on health care and from 
icve a less ptddic role might have 

reform; did critics of health care reform just find

Safe.
you aware of lias preccJcnt? What wore your expectations about II
Lady prior to your tenure? Have your expectations bf

peeled aspect of the role of First Lady? As a young 11 .
the First Hidy^as a figure of eimdalion? Did history or predecessors like Mrs. Carter 

guide your choices?
I

2. Do you feel that your public role generated

1 i 1 _ .. -i a n

:e described yourseu as a ngnwuMig iod." What is it that you bcli

Hillary Clinton symbolizes to people?

Sixties or do ybu believe there is an unchanging, consistent Auorican character? (Are 
and bigotry part of that character, along with generosity and genuis for 

enterprise? Do. we lake less responsibility for our o^m individual well-being?) If you had 
been granted ihrco wishes for improvement in American life today, what woidd those 

throe specific changes be?

I
1
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-OU Relieve llifti ike average American truly

tjZn sotiely today? Wkt realise solutions can U provided by a government

and what solutions cannot?

, nu|

4

socio

personnel?

equally said about Mrs. Truman, Eisenhower, Carter and Harding. Do you behave 

.t1 . J .1. :.k_ J’„^.„sa,n'a i.^tnlinn? Do vou believe there arc roles inicvethere is some tjul

14. Why do you feel you have sometimes been used

■<’ ________ . J ailL ---------------
challenges presented by people who say the actually hale the President and 1 irst

a political

_ __ Lih in the idea of women's intuition? Do you heli
society which |re better suited for women or men?

that the media creates caricatures of hirst Ladies—Jackie Kennedy

ilCOpmiC; i>ancy jxcugati, SOCirsuw/ - ----- , P------ — ,
have been Uo presented dial way? Do you feel you have been treated fairly in lhe

icve
roles in

you not

ialile, Barbara Bush, grandmother. Do you feel that

out ike

i

i

sense of

nn
even Mamie Eisenhower.

I low much do you weigh in on 
I

career—or, had

I as a political scapegoat for lhe 
d couuncutators? I low do you cope with the

influence your pursuits

1.................. -1 ’
■f

Administration's harshest critics an

Lady? Docs il effect your efforts?

13. It often sterns
Francophile, Nancy Reagan, socia

--- -------- ,
media?

i
i

9 If your husband had not gone into politics, would you have considered 

V' 5 i i' ... "followed your heart" to Arkansas, might you have run tor

political office?;

10 How mJ did your religious bael-grormd and sense of social responsihilly 

influence your p’ursuils of ptblio service? How important is it to your carrying 

role of First Lady as you have defined it?

11.1 low would you cUraeicrizd your influence on lhe President and your proforional 

role within yornj relationship with lum? As one of many advisors, as a prrmary d.sor. 

Do you offer ad>o only on those issues with which you have expert^? fraddronal y, 
many First Ldics have weighed in on personnel issui’S-Nancy Reagan, kosaly. 

Carter, I-ady Bird Johnson, Barbara Bush, Bess Iruman, 
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con trovers in 1?

non-
WOLl

role wliaI soever?

i
ow

an
Prcsidenl's wife

u

i

you 
do you

id piJilic attention associated with being in the White House wou

in ^Aiay 
tlie ro]c 

precedent xvliich

m o M

I

i 
|

basis for organizing large-scale national programs till
’ r : - 1 " • priorities for the well-being of America's child

and questions and indeed the 
occurred, or have been far less

20. What is yjour routine daily schedule like as first Lady when you are in town?

21. So far in your tenure as First Lady, what public crisis, achievement or event has 

had the greatest personal impact on you?

18. Sensational speculation about all piiKlac figures is rampant willun the media. Do 
feel the media has overstepped ils boundaries in its invasion of personal lives? IL 
; : a manage to publicly and privately cope with unfounded, misinterpret ted, 

exaggcratled or complete lies about your personal life? Is it better for a---------------

to ignore fabritalions or defeat them?

Purveys the possible Republican challengers for the 1996 presidential 
1 r . i . C nl. J .1. tvJ____ TV7......n-,1--------—

1 S : <* 5 RERC — WWSHINGTOH

• work with The Children's Defense Fund. Arc there 

thcr private organizations support which can be used as the 
on behalf of children? In general, 

ren—and

i

22. The scrutiny and pti
i

ri

17. What do you think the American people want in a First Lady? Do you believe it 
would ever be ^ossilde for a Presidential spouse to declare themselves a complete 
official, private cilizc, off-limits to the media and public, playing no political or social

a Marylin Quayle
you in the role, 
precedent wliich cou 
presidents to hive more c. 

maintain a professional career w.

which interest you as the

16. i lad you not played any public role in health care, 

issues wL
you believe that the Whitewater barrage of attacks

«

19. As one Purveys the possible Republican challengers for the 1996 presidential 
campaign, the'professional experiences of an Flizabcth Dole or a Wendy Graham or 

or a Lynne Cheney suggest that they might want to not only follow 
but follow your definition of it. Do you feel that you have set a 

tld facilitate the ability of all spouses-male or fcmalc-of any future 
'hoices? Do you llrink it will ever he possible for someone to 

bile being married to a President?

■hen asjied and not made spceches-essentially played a very unpuhlic role, do

Congressional investigation might not have

15. Could you describe your 

programs wliick they or ol

what sorts of national efforts are 
wliich interest you as the most practical and necessary?

and not given your opinions on
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and sislcr--has 

L even 
ind conslHides a family?

I

23. There 
"typical" American family fi

4
seen to k dvsllMizing. How do you maintain your slnbilily? Ha, your sense of self 

clranged since you became First Lady? WU eW* k™ bkcn Fla“'

I

isUnstant delate aW American family values, but the Jacc of the 

jy from forty years ago-mom, dad, brother---------
greatly changed Barbara B.ob tbougbt tkt American "extended fancies may not 

he related. They may be neighbors, friends." What in your mine----

24. What sort'of legacy would you like to leave as hrsl Lady?
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 time Student? Np
(Evening) I. 7

The original concept for the terms of elected Federal officials in our early democracy was to 
prevent a monarchy from taking control of the new republic. The tenus for Senators (6 years), 
Congressman (2 years) and the President (4 years) were established and have never been 
changed. It does hot appear that a monarchy taking over the American government is as much 
of a threat to the United States in 1994 as it was to our Founding Father’s, and the time required 
for our elected officials to bring about the policies and legislative changes is a more complex and 
time consuming process than in was in the 1700's, From your vantage point as the current First 
Lady, do you believe that the American people should revisit these term limitations? If your 

answer is in the affirmative, would different term limits for the Executive and Legislative 

branches eliminate many of the problems we currently face in implementiiig policy at the Federal 
level? N

i
4

Name_
City MD -
PhonefDav) . ^7,

■ i

My Question for the First Lady:

I t
I

Evenings withthe FirstLadies Question Form 

fawma md Full-time
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