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family unit.

Now it is the time to act on behalf of women everywhere. If 
we take bold steps to better the lives of women, we will be

The great challenge is to give voice to women everywhere 
whose experiences go unnoticed, whose words go unheard.

And when families flourish, communities and nations will 
flourish.

Women compromise more than half the world's population.
Women are 70 percent of the world's poor, and two-thirds of those 
who are not taught to read or write.

respect to women and girls all over the world - and in so doing, 
bring new strength and stability to families as well.

Women must enjoy the right to participate fully in the 
social and political lives of their countries if we want freedom 
and democracy to thrive and endure.

I believe that on the eve of a new millennium, it is time to 
break our silence. It is time for us to say here in Beijing, and 
the world to hear, that it is no longer acceptable to discuss 
women's rights as separate from human rights.

However different we may be, there is far more that unites 
us than divides us. We share common future. And we are here to 
find common ground so that we may help bring new dignity and

What we are learning around the world is that if women are 
healthy and educated, their families will flourish. If women are 
free from violence, their families will flourish. If women have 
a chance to work and earn as full and equal partners in society, 
their families will flourish.

By gathering in Beijing, we are focusing world attention on 
issues that matter most in the lives of women and their families: 
access to education, health care, jobs and credit, the chance to 
enjoy basic legal and human rights and participate fully in the 
political life of their countries.

Women remain the primary caretakers of the world's children 
and elderly. Today, families throughout the world rely on women 
for emotional support and increasingly for outside income. In a 
time when the pressures of consumption and technology place 
burdens on family life in virtually every country on the planet, 
women will be relied on even more to sustain and protect the

And investing in those women will ensure that they 
have at least an even chance of being able to do that.
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Hillary Rodham Clinton

It is my hope that this volume will inspire, enlighten, and 
assist all students, teachers, grassroots human rights activists, 
and non-governmental organizations working to chart a just and 
humane course for the future.

If we are to meet the great challenge of giving voice to 
women everywhere — especially to women whose contributions still 
go unnoticed and whose ideas often go unheard — then we must 
learn from those who came before us. This collection of 
international declarations and conventions chronicles the 
development of women's international human rights over the past 
three centuries. It is a testament to the will of women to rise 
above obstacles, to challenge the status quo, and to enrich and 
further the rights of their contemporaries and their descendants.

We all have a stake in ensuring that women around the globe 
are given the chance to thrive — that they have access to 
education, credit, and health care, that they lead lives free 
from violence, that they are allowed to participate fully in the 
political lives of their countries and to influence the decisions 
that affect their lives. The fortunes of nations are 
inextricably tied to the fortunes of women. It is this simple: 
where women flourish, their families flourish. And where 
families flourish, communities and nations flourish. Issues 
affecting women and their families are not "soft" issues to be 
relegated to the sidelines of serious debate; rather, they are 
among the hardest and most important issues we face.

I am delighted to be a part of this important project to 
document the progress our world has made in strengthening the 
rights of women and their families. The publication of this book 
presents all of us with the opportunity to listen to the voices 
of the past, to reflect on the principles that guide us today and 
to recognize the tasks that still lay before us.

Today, women contribute to our society in more places and in 
more ways than ever before: in the home, on the job, in their 
communities, as mothers, wives, sisters, daughters, teachers, 
workers, citizens and leaders. Women remain the primary 
caretakers of the world's children and elderly. Their families 
rely on them for emotional support and increasingly, for outside 
income. Yet, in many places throughout the world, women continue 
to be denied basic human rights and opportunities to fulfill 
their God-given potentials.
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country burdened by the pressures of the global economy, a
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even more essential to the task of sustaining and protecting

Women remain the primary caretakers of the world'sfamilies.

Their families rely on them for emotionalchildren and elderly.

support and increasingly, for outside income. Yet, in many
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It is this simple:inextricably tied to the fortunes of women.

where women flourish, their families flourish. And where

families flourish, communites and nations flourish. Issues

affecting women and their families are not "soft" issues to be

relegated to the sidelines of serious debate; rather, they are

among the hardest and most important issues we face.

If we are to meet the great challenge of giving voice to

women everywhere — especially to women whose contributions still

go unnoticed and whose ideas often go unheard — then we must

We can only build on pastlearn from those who came before us.

This collection of internationalprogress if we understand it.

declarations and conventions chronicles the development of 

women's international human rights over the past three centuries.

It is a testament to the will of women to rise above obstacles, 

to challenge the status quo, and to enrich and further the rights 

of their contemporaries and their descendants.

It is my hope that this volume will inspire, enlighten, and 

assist all students, teachers, grassroots human rights activists, 

and non-governmental organizations working to chart a just and 

humane course for the future.
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We believe that this book will be unique among 
those published in the aftermath of the Fourth World 
conference on Women, for a number of reasons. The 
lion's share of the book will consist of either the full 
text or selected excerpts of international human rights 
documents, from the 1791 Declaration of the Rights of 
Woman and the Female Citizen, by Olympe de Gouche (one 
of the first women guillotined in the French 
Revolution}, through the Platform for Action developed 
at the Fourth World Conference on Women last September. 
The book will also contain two substantive chapters: 
one providing a legal analysis of the development of 
women's international human rights through these 
documents; and the other, a historical (non-legal) 
analysis of the evolution of those rights. These 
chapters will examine the development of women's human 
rights from an objective point of view; our only agenda
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As one of its followup initiatives to the Fourth 
World Conference on Women, the American Bar Association 
is preparing a book on the International Human Rights of 
Women for publication this summer. Designed to make the 
documentary sources of women's international human 
rights readily available to thosewho might otherwise be 
denied access, the book is "a Compilation pf 
approximately forty international declarations and 
conventions chronicling the dcvelopaent~of women's 
infemationar human rights over the past three 
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Marriages, November 7, 1962 (020)

International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights, December 16, 1966 (022)

International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights and Optional 
Protocol to the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political 
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10, 1979 (026)
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Annex to G.A. Res. 2200, 
U.N. GADR 21st Sess 
Supp. No. 16, U.K. Doc. 
A/6316 (1967)

International Labour Conference
Convention No. 142 Concerning
Vocational Guidance and
Vocational Training in the
Development of Human Resources,
June 23, 1S75

#

G.A. Res. 2200, U.N.
GAOR, 21st Sees., Supp.
No. 16, U.N. Doc. A/6316
(1967)

G.A. Res. 34/180 
(XXXIV), U.K. GAOR, 34th
Sess., Supp. No. 46,
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International Labour Conference 
Convention No. 153 Concerning 
Termination of Employment at the
Initiative of the Etrt>olyer

The Nairobi Forward-Looking 
Strategies for the Advancement of 
Women, December 13, 1985 (031)
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General Assembly Resolution and 
Declaration of the Rights of
Persons Belonging to National or 
Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic 
Minorities

Convention on the Rights of the
Child, November 29, 19BS (033)

Orgnanization of American States: 
Additional Protocol to the 
American Convention on Human 
Rights in the Area of Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights,
November 14, 1988 (032)

International Labour Conference 
Convention No. 171 Concerning
Night Work, June 26, 1990

Women's Human Rights

23 I.L.M. 1027; December
10, 1984, 24 I.L.M. 535

International Labour Conference 
Convention No. 156 Concerning 
Equal Opportunities and Equal 
Treatment for Men and Worsen 
Workers: Workers with Family 
Responsibilities, June 3, 1981

United Nations: Draft Convention 
Against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, March 9, 1984 (030)

Conference on Security and Co­
operation in Europe; Document of 
the Moscow Meeting on the Human 
Dimension, Emphasizing Respect 
for Human Rights, Pluralistic 
Democracy, the Rule of Law, and 
Procedures for Fact-Finding, 
October 3, 1991 (035)

G.A. Res. 40/108, U.N.
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Platform for Action of the Fourth 
World Conference on Women, 
September 1995

Resolutions of the Human Rights 
Committee of the United Nations 
(042)

United Nations Social Summit,
(Copenhagen Conference) March 6-
13, 1995 (040)

League of Nations Activities
Relating to Women

Organization of American States: 
inter-American Convention on the 
Prevention, Punishment and 
Eradication of Violence Against 
Women "Convention of Belem Do 
Para," June 9, 1994 (038)

Terms of Reference for the 
Special Rapporteur on Violence 
Against Women (041)
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United Rations World Conference 
on Human Rights: Vienna 
Declaration and Programme of
Action, June 25, 1993 (036)

Denys P. Meyers,
Handbook of the League 
of Nations (1935), pp.
62-63, 228-31, 263-64,
267-68.

Draft Optional Protocol to CEDAW
(043)

United Rations: General Assembly
Resolution 48/134 Containing the
Declaration on the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women,
February 23, 1994 (037)

Report of the International
Conference on Population and
Development, Cairo, September 13,
1994 (039) 
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Bill’s Bus
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Bill Clinton’s first campaign trip 
was a 1,000-mile trip on a bus through 
the heart of the country’. Bill on a 
magic bus isn’t a bad idea. Buses have 
a special place in the American mind. 
A bus is big and imposing, and you 
never quite know who or what might 
be rolling into town on it.

One of our favorite buses was Ken 
Kesey’s bus, the one in Tom Wolfe's 
account of its cross-country’ trip, "The 
Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test." Kesey 
had a phrase he kept muttering to his 
bus mates, the Merry Pranksters: 
“You're either on the bus, or you’re off 
the bus.”

We’d love to know, in the spirit of 
Ken Kesey, who's on Bill Clinton’s bus 
and who's off it. Who among the Dem­
ocrats' many, many Merry’ Pranksters 
would actually ride with Bill through 
the White House gates to run (or try to 
run) the government of the United 
States?

Bill himself is of course the driver. 
He sounds as if he knows where he's 

and he has to hope the voters 
e him. Aware that they are mad

Washington, he said in his New 
tork acceptance speech that he wants 
a “leaner" government and a govern­
ment that "expands opportunity, not 
bureaucracy."

But peer inside Bill’s bus and you 
see free-market economic adviser 
Robert Reich sitting on the right and 
“progressive" economic adviser 
Derek Shearer on the left. Derek 
Shearer, a longtime friend, says Bill 
"absolutely believes in the power of 
government” and is a “progressive.”

Lying on the floor between these 
two is a Clinton economic agenda that 
centers on "investment” in the na­
tion's infrastructure - bridges, roads, 
bullet trains and the like. The most en­
thusiastic supporters of this proposal 
are the nations big-city mayors, 
who've been screaming nonstop since 
the Reagan and Bush presidencies cut 
off the revenue flows into their treas­
uries. They’re on Bill's bus, especially 
after he told the Conference of Mayors 
that he would be "driving funds into 
your cities.” A “leaner” government? 
You can make a case for infrastruc­

Finally, there’s a group of men who 
seem to be trying to make themselves 
invisible in the back of Bill’s bus. Why 
it’s our old friend the Congress. The 
Governor of Arkansas, if he doesn't 
run out of gas before he gets to Penn­
sylvania Avenue, will always have the 
Democratic Congress among his com­
panions to “make government 
work.”

George Mitchell (the emotional 
hater of capital gains) will still be run­
ning the Senate. Tom Foley (overseer 
of the House Post Office) will run the 
House, assisted by Majority Leader 
Richard Gephardt (protectionism 
works), with the U.S.’s noncompeti­
tive banking industry still in the hands 
of Banking Committee Chairman Don 
Riegle and all appointments to the 
Clinton judiciary cleared through 
Teddy Kennedy's office.

By all reports, the Bill Clinton 
“New Covenant and We Are the 

Change Tour” is a lot of fun. But Bill s 
bus is carrying a lot of heavy baggage, i 
We wonder whether it can make it to 
November without every one of its 
tires going flat.

ture investment per se, but by defini­
tion all the money for it passes through 
and sustains Big Government.

The two notable Clinton revenue 
proposals behind this "investment” so 
far are some sort of tax on incomes 
above 5200,000 dnd a "transfer tax.” 
The so-called transfer tax is the Belt­
way-bred proposal that Ways and 
Means Chairman Dan Rostenkowski is 
flogging to somehow tax foreign com­
panies’ U.S.-based profits.

Before buying a ticket on Bill's bus, 
middle-class voters, the Reagan Dem­
ocrats, must convince themselves that 
the Clinton tax program will stop here, 
that three years from now there won't 
be new “investment" taxes imposed 
on a public that already sends SI tril­
lion of revenue to Washington every 
year.

Hillary's on the bus. We sampled 
Hillary's cookies, which were being 
handed out at the Democratic conven­
tion; they were good. But we persist in 
associating Hillary Clinton with the 
litigation explosion, whose costs busi­
nesses across the U.S. cite as their 
number one concern. Any survey of 
the record reveals that the Children's 
Defense Fund has been a heavy user of ! 

the federal court system to try to es­
tablish or expand policies once re­
served for the legislative process. 
Would President Clinton’s judicial ap­
pointees liberalize the boundaries of 
advocacy litigation, which now clogs 
the courts and relentlessly imposes 
cost burdens on defendant govern­
ments (taxpayers) and businesses 
(consumers)?

Someone should ask Senator Gore 
the same question. He, after all, is the 
friend of the Sierra Club, the Wilder­
ness Society, the greenhouse-warming 
crowd, the ozone-hole crowd, the 
CAFE crowd and the rest of an envi­
ronmental movement whose instinct 
to impose legislative and litigated 
costs on the economy makes the Chil­
dren's Defense Fund look like a nur­
sery school exercise. In an interview 
scheduled on C-SPAN over the week­
end, Senator Gore said that “in many 
cases the market sends distorted sig­
nals” and in those cases we may need 
"requirements.” A seat for the Nader 
empire on Bill’s bus?

1-^



"I promised to keep the space station open.”
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*8 GORE: AL AND TIPPER CONTROL THE INTERVIEW ON ABC'S "PTL" 
ABC's "PrimeTime Live" featured Al and Tipper Gore 

interviewed in Carthage, TN, by Diane Sawyer. After saying that 
Clinton was "the best prepared person ever to run for president," 
Sawyer asked if Clinton was better prepared than even he. Gore: 
"Yes, yes." Tipper, when asked by Sawyer what she thought about 
Gennifer Flowers, fired back: "Personally, I think that was an 
inappropriate question." Sawyer, a little later: "Marijuana, how 
much of it? What are we talking about here?" Tipper again 
rebuffed her: "Oh, please. We discussed that in 1988." Al also 
had a few pre-emptive moves. When Sawyer raised the hypothetical 
abortion question about a pregnant daughter that Larry King posed 
to Quayle, Gore said they wouldn't answer that question. Sawyer 
brought up the '88 joke about Gore. Gore told it: "How do you

as a traditional special-interest Democrat. ... Even some [Dems] 
wonder about the return of the pander bear." Tsongas adviser Ted 
Van Dyk: "Bill has a real opportunity to show leadership on a 
whole host of issues. ... I'm afraid right now he's going in the 
opposite direction" (7/31).

BROADENING HIS BASE: A "beaming" Clinton held up a recent 
edition of the Weekly World News tabloid with a photo of him 
shaking hands with an ex-Perot, ex-Bush supporting alien: "I want 
you to know I'm broadening my base." Explaining the alien's 
"change of heart," Clinton said "he has now locked up the alien 
vote": "I promised to keep the space station open." Clinton
"hinted that there might be a job in Washington for the alien": 
"I told you I was going to have the most inclusive 
administration" (Ball, AP/PHILA. INQUIRER, 7/31). "To prove he 
had been successful" after a day of seeking Perot supporters, 
Clinton pointed to the tabloid alien and added, "This guy was a 
Perot backer" (DALLAS MORNING NEWS, 7/31).

GATHERING NO MOSS: Gossipist Liz Smith reports ROLLING 
STONE's Jan Wenner, Hunter S. Thompson, P.J. O'Rourke and Bill 
Greider will conduct a four-way interview with Clinton for a 
"big" ROLLING STONE cover (Balto. SUN, 7/31).

CASEY UP AT BAT: In a W.S. JOURNAL op-ed called "What I 
Would Have Told the Democrats," pro-life Gov. Bob Casey (D-PA) 
reiterated his disapproval of the FOCA and writes, "The [Dem 
Party] always claimed to be the voice of the powerless and the 
voiceless. I cannot understand why [Dems] do not embrace unborn 
children as its natural constituency" (7/31).

HILLARY TO PRESENT ABA AWARD TO HILL: "Much to the dismay 
of conservatives close" to Justice Clarence Thomas, "the bastion 
of the nation's legal establishment" has asked Hillary Clinton to 
give a special award to Univ/OK law professor Anita Hill, 
honoring her for her "special place in history." Clinton, the 
first commissioner for the ABA's Commis. on Women in the 
Profession, will keynote the 8/9 awards luncheon. Thomas' 
friend/Free Congress Foundation's Tom dipping: "The ABA giving 
Anita Hill and award like this only shows them to be the liberal 
interest group that they are." Thomas was invited to speak at 
the convention by another ABA division but declined the 
invitation (Phelps, N.Y. NEWSDAY, 7/31).
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(7/30) . 
Union:

voter confidence in a president who seems to have no new ideas" 
Bush on his plan he introduced on 1/29, the State of the 
"For 183 days, the Congress has dillied and dallied with 

this plan, while we could be creating new jobs" ("MacNeil/ 
Lehrer," PBS, 7/30). Bush: "When we look at our economy, we 
should resist the urge to exaggerate our problems. ... The Dream 
Team of workers can be found right here in America" (CNN, 7/30). 
CBS' Connie Chung: "Many economists predict the job outlook may 
not improve before election day" (7/30).

"ABORTION-RIGHTS TOUR GETS OFF TO POOR START": That's the 
Louisville COURIER-JOURNAL header over Al Cross' review of the 
Republicans for Choice rally in KY. The "continuous chants" of 
more than 60 pro-life protesters, who outnumbered pro-choicers by 
at least 2 to 1, "drowned out the messages of local candidates 
and Republicans for Choice." The group stopped in Louisville 
also to highlight the candidacy of pro-choice state Rep. Susan 
Stokes (R), running in KY 03 (7/31). Sec/Labor Lynn Martin, on 
if she'll bring up abortion in her convention nominating speech 
of Bush: "I don't know. ... It's not a speech about me, it's a 
speech about nominating the President of the United States. ... 
It does say a lot about George Bush that he doesn't have litmus 
tests for people in his cabinet" (CNN, 7/30).

ALSO: Many reports noted the Bush Admin.'s 48-hour reprieve
from an appellate court's overturn of Admin, policy on returning 
Haitian immigrants, and the decision to ask the Supreme Court to 
overturn the ruling (mult., 7/31). W.S. JOURNAL'S Fialka 
profiles Rep. Henry B. Gonzales' (D-TX) "long, lonely" probe of 
the BNL-Iraq situation, which "now appears to be the Bush 
administration's worst foreign policy blunder" (7/31).

*7 CLINTON: TRADING PLACES ON TRADE
Under header, "Clinton switches, now against trade pact," 

NEWHOUSE NEWS' Benson writes, "After months of voicing strong 
support for a free trade agreement with Mexico, Bill Clinton is 
suddenly criticizing the president's proposal. ... In a shift 
that draws applause from organized labor," Clinton is accusing 
the WH of taking "a dive" on enviro safeguards and wage standards 
designed to keep U.S. jobs from leaving the country although "as 
recently as a month ago Clinton was urging labor supporters to 
rethink their position." Clinton "seemed to be positioning 
himself to oppose" the WH's amendment to the North American free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Clinton: "Based on everything we read, 
this treaty has a whole lot of things in there for people who 
want to invest money and nothing on labor practices and the 
environment" (San Antonio LIGHT, 7/30). W.S. JOURNAL'S Gigot 
writes, "Clinton, who claims to be a free-trader, suddenly had a 
chance to enhance his image as a non-traditional Democrat." 
Clinton is "gambling he can win electoral votes in [MI and IL], 
without paying a price anywhere else. — If he keeps this up, 
[Clinton could be] the man who takes a dive in the polls ... 
Assuming the Bush campaign doesn't remain comatose forever,
Clinton could regret his plunge into Gephardt-ism." GOPers see 
"several advantages" if Clinton "hews to the Gephardt line. 
They'll be able to link [him] to Congress" and they'll "tar him
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deity" and advocating a “distorted 
pluralism which pleads for the tak­
ing in of every god concept, but is 
hostile to the true biblical heritage 
and is inauthentic"

Why is this important lo anyone

Do Clinton & Gore 
believe it all, or is 
theirs a cafeteria 
theology that takes 
only those items that 
please their palates 
and advance their 
careers?

Revell Bible Dictionary. "Covenants 
are essentially formal announce­
ments by God of his purposes and 
intentions. Most define how God's 
people are to relate to him " A cov­
enant also depends largely on the 
character of the one making it. God’s 
is beyond question. Mr. Clinton's is in 
some doubt.

In his acceptance speech, Mr. 
Gore said. “ In the words of the Bible, 
‘Do not lose heart. This nation will 
be renewed.’" No such verse ap­
pears in the Bible.

Mr. Clinton quoted the Bible as 
saying. "Our eyes have not seen, nor 
our ears heard, nor our minds imag­
ined. what we can build " The only 
verse that comes close to what he 
said is 1 Corinthians2:9: "But as it is 
written, eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love 
Him.” Different words with decid­
edly different meanings.

In his best-selling book “Earth in 
the Balance,” Mr. Gore writes that 
when Cain killed Abel, as recorded 
in Genesis, and his “blood cried out 
from the ground," this was the first 
instance of "pollution" Theologian 
Carl Henry says it is, rather, an indi­
cation of the horror God felt from 
the “violation of human dignity and 
worth contained in the image of God 
in which Abel was made.”

It is a violation Mr. Gore and Mr. 
Clinton are prepared to tolerate and 
promole when it comes to the un­
born, whose worth is also estab­
lished in several Bible verses, which 
the two ignore in their selective and 
sometimes inaccurate proof texting 
They also see nothing wrong with 
homosexual practice, which is fre­
quently condemned in the same Bi­
ble they look to for instruction on the 
environment and covenant making. 
Do they believe it all, or is theirs a 
cafeteria theology that takes only 
those items that please their palates 
and advance their careers?

Mr Henry says that Mr. Clinton 
and Mr Gore are "invoking a generic

(/C/ /

v/ .

lhe Democrats have found 
God!

From Jesse Jackson, who 
called the Virgin Mary a 

"single mother" (perhaps because 
Mr Jackson is not acquainted with 
the Father), to Bill Clinton and Al 
Gore, Democrats are wrapping 
themselves in the Bible and reli­
gious themes.

In the campaign of 1980 (and 
again in 1984), when some Repub 
licans and some conservative minis­
ters brought religion and quotations 
from the Bible into the public artfia 
in support of certain policies, mhjny 
Democrats declared such behavior 
a threat to the First Amendment and 
to pluralism They said that in oFder 
to keep religion pure and the state 
protected from intrusion by “funda­
mentalists." the two institutions 
needed to be kept separate.

What a difference a decade 
i makes as Democrats who were 

viewed as being opposed to such 
themes kept losing the White House 
and Republicans who embraced 
these themes won elections.

The real difference between Re­
publicans then and Democrats now 
is that the Republicans, using the 
Bible to defend the unborn and to 
criticize the gay rights movement, 
were on more solid ground than 
these latter-day “converts."

At least Republicans, when they 
quoted the Bible, got it right. The 
press, which jumps on Vice Pres­
ident Dan Quayle when he misspells 
a word or thinks he has misquoted 
Mark Twain, ignores Bill Clinton 
when he misquotes the Bible and Al 
Gore when he overstates or mis­
states what the Bible says. Perhaps 
more reporters are familiar with 
Mark TWain than Moses. Perhaps 
they think Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John are the first names of some of 
our Olympic athletes.

In his acceptance speech at the 
Democratic National Convention, 
Mr. Clinton spoke of a "new cov­
enant” he wanted to make with the 
American people According to the

but theologians and the devout? Be 
cause a flawed or a false theology 
can influence the political direction 
of a person and a nation. "As a man 
thinks in his heart, so is he" (Prov 
erbs 23:7). If a candidate, or a pres­
ident and vice president, claim tc 
believe and order their lives accord 
ing to Scripture, but misinterpret 
misunderstand or misapply biblical 
instructions, disaster can result

The Bible is full of such instances 
in which leaders did precisely that 
If the Democrats are going to invoke 
religious ideas, they should read the 
source for those ideas more care 
fully. Otherwise, they risk having 
the verdict of Isaiah 28:15 pro 
nounced on them: "For we have 
made falsehood our refuge and we 
have concealed ourselves with de 
ccption."

I
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commission. Its director,

Ms.
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At the time of the famous Senate But to George 
hearings, even most women said they Mitchell s Senate 
believed Mr. Thomas over Ms. Hill. Pemocr^’lawe? 
ju?t last week an MTV poll of 18-to-29- forcing the law s 
y^lds found that ffi believed Mr. a

the law violates

‘^Ke majority cUry=e

I
I

tions for her husband in Arkansas. 
Ranking campaign staffer Betsey

Clinton’s closest legal advisers is Ju­
dith Lichtman of the Women’s Legal 
Defense Fund. Ms. Lichtman was 
among the leaders of those opposing 
Justice Thomas and was aware of Ms. 
Hill’s accusations before they were 
leaked. Is this who will be vetting Pres­
ident Clinton’s judicial nominees?

The sandbag-Thomas crowd, we 
should add, hasn’t gone into hiding. 
It’s been busy harassing Edward 
Carnes, President Bush’s nominee to 
the federal 11th Circuit of the Court of

that it’s wrong? .
Perhaps Mrs. Clinton is finally de­

claring her true colors in the nation's 
judicial and culture wars. Her own 
writings, celebrated by such liberals 
as Garry Wills, have clearly marked 
her as a liberal legal activist of some 
achievement. Yet once her views be­
came known during the primaries, the 
Clinton campaign rather implausibly 
repackaged her as a baker of chocolate 
chip cookies.

This isn’t fair to Mrs. Clinton, or 
for that matter to voters. The issue 
isn’t what she does but what she be­
lieves, especially if she’s going to in­
fluence a Clinton presidency. Accord­
ing to the New York Times, Mrs. Clin­
ton helped to screen judicial nomina-

Thiomas, while only 32% believed Ms. 
Hill. Is Mrs. Clinton trying to lend her

Hillary Clinton 
chasing sidesfis she accusing^Su- 

haps she could explain her thinking to 

(jcvifciu m - ----------- ---------— - ... *
Nunn and Wyche Fowler, both of 
whom voted to confirm Justice 

Thomas. . _

a “distinguished” and “highly 
qualified attorney” who “has dis­
played a fine sense of principled fair­
ness." Morris Dees, director of the 

l Southern Poverty Law Center and 
k founder of the Klanwatch civil rights
1 group, says Mr. Carnes “is a person of 
" integrity, competence and outstand-
2 ing character.” Alabama’s two Demo- 
f cratic Senators, even the notoriously

malleable Howell Heflin, support

him. . . .
Nonetheless, Mr. Carnes is being 

held hostage by the Senate because 
he’s enforced the
death penalty for 
murder. As the
head of Ala­
bama’s Capital
_____ »

Mr.“ Carnes had
no choice but to I 
enforce the law. “ ’
But to George

Hillary, Anita & Bill
The Clinton-Gore buscapade is cut-

notice Hillary Clinton’s San Francisco 
detour. Yesterday the potential First
Lady performed a symbolic laying of
hands on Anita Hill.

Mrs. Clinton gave the keynote
speech at an American Bar Associa­
tion luncheon honoring the Oklahoma
law professor whose unproven harass­
ment accusations nearly cost Clarence
Thomas a seat on the Supreme Court.
Ms. Hill was one of six women being 
honored for “professional excellence”

Weiss, tells us the Clinton campaign as a 

was long aware
that Ms. Hill
would be honored
at the lunch.

If the ABA
wants to endorse
one side of what
was a national
soap opera, we
suppose that’s
only further proof
of the bar’s politi­
cal drift. But why
in the world is
Mrs. Clinton

preme Court Justice of perjury? Per-

Anita Hill 

liberal orthodoxy. The Sejiate^Judb

on aW to 4 vote in May, but Mr. Mitch­
ell has been delaying a vote by the full 
Senate ever since.

Mr. Mitchell is obviously playing 
for time with the expectation of a Clin­
ton presidency. There are currently 
122 vacancies on the federal bench, yet 
the Senate is stalling on 73 Bush nom­
inees. Mr. Carnes has been in the dock 
for months. We wonder if Mr. Clinton, 
who likes to boast that he’s enforced 
the death penalty in Arkansas, agrees 
with this kind of tactic.

Mr. Clinton talks of a “new main­
stream,” but the activists associated 
with his wife’s judicial views are way 
upstream. If the Democratic nominee 
agrees with them, it’d be nice if he told | 
us before November 3.

JI
1
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about equality of opportunity « about integrity 
the workplaoe -- are in Professor Anita Hili'a
pleased to share thia platform with today.
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Remark* of 
Biliary Rodham Clinton 

to th* 
Xmorloaa Bar Association 

August 4, 1442 
san Francisco, California
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Through my work on this conmieslon, and, indeed during the 
past year I have spent many, many days traveling around thia

Contaoti Lisa Caputo
Joya* Kravits
(SOI) J45-J240

I
«,itfoociwi-

Hew shocking it seemed then. And how important it was to get 
the message out that this kind of behavior cannot be tolerated. But 
that was before today's honored guest transformed ooneeioueneso and 
changed history with her courageous testimony. All women who care 

and morality in 
debt, and I ax

Presidents D'Alemberts and McWilliams, Chair Amron, Commieeion 
members, distinguished honorees, ABA colleagues and dear friends.

As women and as lawyers, we must never again shy from raising 
our voices against sexual harassment -- or againet the persistent 
and often illegal dieeriminaticn that still limits opportunities 
for pay and promotion — and against the glass ceiling that is 
often translucent, but never transparent.

I want you to knew what a deep personal privilege and pleasure 
it is for ma to speak to you today. Coming here is coming home. 
Five year# ago, the ABA created the Commission and President Robert 
MaoCrate called to ask me to be its first chair. When we held our 
first national hearings, we came away deeply disturbed to learn 
firsthand of both ths persistent discrimination and serious 
barriers to balancing professional dewande and personal obligations 
that continue to confront women in the legal profession.

how many of you recall the testimony of the district attorney 
who had been asked to face the courtroom while the presiding judge 
proclaimed: "can you believe this pretty little thing is a 
prosecutor?” Or the other stories often related in private 
or anonymously about the verbal and physical abuse that women in 
our profession often encountered in court, at work from fellow 
professionals and even clients.
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Toro H*nk» rcpli*», hXt ia aupposod to ba hard.

And each of these womeni

caret Behm, lawyer and political activist who placed 
intereata on the front burner in Tennessee, wife and mother

when she

Eaoh of these woman, behind their eloquence, thair 
aoooropllshments and their achievements, knows it's hard. They know

And X hops they serve
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Margaret Behm, lawyer and political activist who placed 
women's interests on the front burner in Tennessee, wife and mother 
of a five year-old and three year-old.

Judge Betty rletcher, already a wife and mother of tour, 
including one of my husband's fellow Rhodes scholars, when she 
first went to law school, a pioneer among women lawyers and a 
mentor to so many since, who understands the tough trade-offs women 
still confront.

country listening to women. What has impressed and troubled me 
most are the overwhelming obstacles so many women must hurdle, as 
we try, with the support of the men in both our prefaceional and 
personal lives, to balance our careers and our family obligations. 
We're all in this together, after all, men and women, husbands and 
wives, parents and children.

□can and Professor Kerma Hill Xay, a brilliant academician 
whose work on sex-based discrimination set ths curve, who became a 
mother to her husband's three sons.

Justice Leah Sears-Collins, a pathbreaker for women—appointed 
to the Georgia Court at age 36, wife and mother of a nine year-old 
son and five year-old daughter who like to do cartwheels in her 
courtroom.

And Representative Patsy Mink who became a lawyer after she 
was denied admission to medleal school because she was a woman, and 
then went on to help author and enact the Higher Education Act's 
landmark Title XX amendments.

I think of today's honorees -- all of whom exemplify the 
spirit behind my favorite linee from my new favorite movie, "A 
League of Their Own.M Tvplaining why she's leaving baseball, the 
catcher played by Ceena Davis says "it just got too hard," Coach 

........................ , If it wasn't hard, 
everyone would do it -- the hard is what makes it great."

. ;a:23 ;

you have to keep going booauso it is hard. And X hope they serve 
as examples to many of you in thio audience about why it's worth it 
to keep going when it doesn't look possible.

Today we honor women of privilege and accomplishment, women 
who have much to be proud of and who make ui proud. But we also 
honor all women who are struggling to do their jobs well and still 
make time for their families. Women who want to work as best as 
they can and still have tins to help the kids with their homework, 
weman who want to pitch in and help out in their oommunitiee and

2
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Ana women and children living in poverty need oholcee most of
all.

active agent Of political and social change, particularly on behalf 
of children and families, in order to reconcile the way our

3
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in thie eo-called "Year cf tne woman," there are serious 
ieauee at stake.

Women like us who earn a handsome living in the legal 
profession need choices.

women who work in their homes or who earn hourly wages in 
offices or in factories need choices too.

>■'> J

government and businesses work with the reality ef how Americans 
actually lead their lives today. As ay husband has eaid over end 
over, it is not enough to promote family values, we must value 
families, We must find a new way -- beyond traditional policies. 
Family values alone won't feed a hungry child, and material 
security alone cannot provide a moral compass.

The National Conference of Catholic Bishops abated it right in 
their recent pastoral that "our children's future is shaped both by 
the values of their parents and the policies of cur nation."

And that ia why I believe oach cf us here today has a special 
obligation. However complicated — or successful — our own lives 
— however tough ths personal struggle to balance it all — I urge 
you to commit soma of your time, your skills and your talent* to 
improving our public life and protecting the future of this nation 
by bringing about fundamental changes in our public polloies.

I encourage each and every one of you thle year to become an

i 7 ■ g f C K i^lCGOpiCf /Cai

who want to be a friend to their friends. And maybe most of all, 
Women who somstlnse want nothing mere than just an afternoon off.

These women are everywhere. They are in this room. They ere 
talented women juggling responsibilities. But i have also mot 
thousands of ether women — single and married — who are often 
just as cemmittad as any of our honorees, but far less fortunate* 
Woman struggling to make ends meet/ women existing on shrinking 
welfare payments with no availabls jobs in sight; women living cn 
fixed incomes; women caring far sick children or aging parents; 
woman who lack adequate health insurance; women unsure even of a 
future for themaelves.

These women, ail women, muet constantly make choices, but wa 
also need better choices to make. It is no wonder that tha cause of 
choice has become a clarion cry for American women of all ages, 
from all walks of life and, yes, in both political parties, we 
need to respect and enhance the choices available to all women.

; i-ic-si ; i«;is ;
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It i« tine that w« a* woman and aa lawyara commit ouraalvea to 
tha idea that wa will not rest until public policy raccgnizaa and

for a policy addroaa

W« must atsrt by ahanfin^ our prcfaaaion'a priox 
law, ths lawyers and the judgsa protecting our faniliea

out;

About every minute, an American teenaaer has a baby; 
Every 7 minute#, an American child ia arrested foj

4
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Thia country should not go on for one nore day let alone one 
mere year without taking these facta and seeing the facea behind 
each of theae statistics. And how can wa do that? We can start by 
matching our actions with our rhetoric.

accamr.odatea women's needs and priorities, Today io not the time 
for a policy address, but this audience know* as well a> i what 
Kinde of changes I an talking about, 

:a .

Thia profession, and every profession, needs employer-based 
child care, flax-time and job-sharing, parental leave, employer 
commitment to alternative work strategies, Beyond our own 
profession, though, we need to address the larger issues of scoial 
and economia justice that face this country.

This country needs to give dignity to work, to make every job 
in America pay a decent, living wage, Wa need tougher enforcement 
of child-support payments, so that women and children are not left 
on their own.

How can we accept for cna more year facts like theset 
Every 8 seconds of the school day, an American child drops

Every 13 seconds, an American child is abused or neglected; 
Every 26 seconds, an American child rune away from home;

we must start by changing our profession's priorities. The 
law, the lawyers and the judges protecting our families deserve at 
least ths respect now given to the law, the lawyers and the judges 
protecting our corporate boardroom.

Legal workplaces need to adapt to the changing demographies — 
women are a significant percentage of lawyers, and our profession 
cannot afford to lose their talents and contributions. The 
Commission led ths way with its ground-breaking proposal# for 
policies on parental leave, alternative work schedules and child 
care.

We need a tax system that protects workers and families with 
children — and even permits mothers to have real choices as to 
whether they can stay home for all or part of their children's 
formative years. And we need to ensure a decent system of

i 0 • d u «

Every 7 minute#, an American child is arrested for a drug 
offense;

Every 30 minutes an American child is arrested for drunken 
driving;

Every 53 minutes in our rich land, an American child dies from 
poverty;

Every 3 hours, a child is murdered,
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my friandi. Thty may pack a briafcaaa or pack a lunch for thalr 
kids. They may driva to work, or they may taka the subway or the

Only by reeofniaing the truth of my friend Marian Edelman'» 
.g that “Sarrica ia the rant we pay for living" — only then

5
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affordable child care for all working parent®.

We need a real national commitment to education and Job 
training. We should fully fund Read start and provide aftar-school 
programs for latch-key children. We need college loans that can ba 
paid back via the option of public service.

We need to provide a system of quality, affordable and 
accessible health care to all Americans, And yeii wo need sax 
education and family planning service* and to protect « woman's 
right to choose.

saying that '•Service is the rent we pay for living*' -- only then 
will we truly realize our dreams for our&olvea and our families.

It hae been wonderful to ba with you today, The work of this 
commission has lit a torch that I hops all of you will continue to 
keep aflame.

Thank you all very much.

These goals are not beyond our reach. Effective nodale for 
reforming public policy — for reinventing workplaces and 
government to reflect people's needs are already underway in 
businesses and state* all over this country. We must learn from 
these models, expand upon them, ensure that they ara made to work.

"Get a grip,, Miliary," some of you may be eaying. '’How can I 
be expected to do well at my job, nurture love in my life, and 
atiil find time to give back to my community — and gat politically 
involved? a balanced life?" you say, "Seme daye it's hard aven to 
imagine one." I know that,

But hang in there. Women all over thia country are doing it. 
They're in this room. I've seen them. I've talked to them. They're 
my friende. They may pack a briefcase or pack a lunch for their 
kids. They may drive to work, or they may take the subway or the 
bue. They may dash off to the airport, or to the PTA meeting or 
spend their time oaring for an elderly parent.

Nona of these women need lectures from Washington about 
values. They don't need to hear about an idealized world that never 
was as righteous or carefree as some would like us to think. They 
just need a helping hand.

As wa celebrate our accomplishments a* women lawyers — and 
chart the direction for further change* in our profession — let us 
also commit ourselves to ensuring that government extends a helping 
hand. This is our year in politics. All of us as women and as 
lawyers must add our voice*. We cannot be silent. We cannot be 
indifferent.

I

I
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communities,

that affect their lives. The fortunes of nations are

1

Their families rely on them for emotional 

support and increasingly, for outside income.

human rights and opportunities to fulfill their God-given 

potentials.

Today, women contribute to our society in more places and in 

more ways than ever before:

Yet, in many 

places throughout the world, women continue to be denied basic

I am delighted to be a part of this important project to 

document the progress our world has made in strengthening the 

rights of women and their families. The publication of this book

presents all of us with the opportunity to listen to the voices 

of the past, to reflect on the principles that guide us today and 

to recognize the tasks that still lay before

In the home, on the job, in their 

sisters, daughters, teachers,

With every family in every

country burdened by the pressures of the global economy, a 

consumer culture, and the new Information Age, women have become 

even more essential to the task of sustaining and protecting 

families. Women remain the primary caretakers of the world's 

children and elderly.

as mothers, wives,

workers, citizens and leaders.

We all have a stake in ensuring that women around the globe 

are given the chance to thrive — that they have access to 

education, credit, and health care, that they lead lives free 

from violence, that they are allowed to participate fully in the 

political lives of their countries and to influence the decisions



inextricably tied to the fortunes of women.

And where

families flourish. communites and nations flourish. Issues

us.

progress if we understand it.

###

affecting women and their families are not ,,soft,, issues to be 

relegated to the sidelines of serious debate; rather, they are 

among the hardest and most important issues we face.

We can only build on past

This collection of international

declarations and conventions chronicles the development of 

women's international human rights over the past three centuries. 

It is a testament to the will of women to rise above obstacles, 

to challenge the status quo, and to enrich and further the rights 

of their contemporaries and their descendants.

If we are to meet the great challenge of giving voice to 

women everywhere — especially to women whose contributions still 

go unnoticed and whose ideas often go unheard — then we must 

learn from those who came before 

It is my hope that this volume will inspire, enlighten, and 

assist all students, teachers, grassroots human rights activists, 

and non-governmental organizations working to chart a just and 

humane course for the future.

It is this simple: 

where women flourish, their families flourish.
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Clinton’s Judicial Record Is
Generally Praised!

governor appoints one only when there Jr ed. “A large number of his appointees

rant has been criticized for his willing-} 
ness’to appoint pdlitical friends but 
even then, except in one highly publb - 

icaC friends, according to observers^

which, depending on where one stands, ; 
<a ai + VtAV" a n^mlnal TLAHilnal’»«A<T«

is a newly created position or a vacan- A have run unopposed for judgeships,” ‘ 
cy due to early retirement, death or says John R. Pagan, a state senator 
some other specia’ circumstance. '■* and law professor at the University of 

“Generally speaking, the quality of Arkansas at Little Rock School of Law.
his judicial appointments has been “What that shows is that the bar is
very good, particularly his appoint- satisfied with them." * "
ments to the state Supreme Court,” j Because the state’s records are un­
says Jeffrey M. Rosenzweig, chair of clear, and because he’s been governor
the criminal law section ofthe Arkan- for so long, it is difficult to determine

7 exactly how many judges Governor 
Under state law, appointed judges Clinton has appointed. But of 58 of his
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who branded Bill CAMPAIGN 
Clinton “Slick Wil­
ly" had looked at
nothing but his ju­
dicial appoint-?
ments, they would
have been forced to 
apply quite a differ-’ 
ent;moniker: Mr.

In two dozen interviews with law­
yers, law professors and other observ­
ers in Arkansas, a consensus emerged

tapped for judgeships itave been quaH-
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ness to appoint pi>Utical friends -JOut_

cized case, they’ve been qualified polity 
leap friends, according to observers? 
Ala^ he’s reached^out. tai select blacks,^ 

is either a cynical political’move orai*?

stemsW sd much^from honesty. but

fou^^o^^wurtsr’lt’s/because he *
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the/rol^of courts_lnksoc.iety, but he 
doesn't express them” says Mr. Pa­
gan?, “It’s nbt like Bush or Reagan, 
where you can say they’re, trying to.
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push the courts in a certain direction. 
“I have heard lawyers here say that 

while they differ with him on a number 
of .lssues,” he continues, “they would 
much rather have him as president be­
cause he would be appointing judges.”
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client; decisio^of^e^rkai- 
vruincio Miuipensauon Commis­

sion are appealed directly to the Court 
of Appeals. Her client was the owner of 
a Shell service station that was leased 
from Coulson OiLX WhUe-’StUl'dn'.tte^ 
bench in 1988 she ran’ for^chancery 
court but was beaten handily. Ji -5 

“In 10 years if you get one like tha? 
it’s not so bad,” says Morton Gitelman 
of the University of Arkansas, Fayette- 

■ ville, Leflar Law Center. K '■
Governor Clinton’s approach to 'ap-“ 

pointing judges may be, practical, but
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^ choices for that court were Steele Han
and David Newbern, both of whom now
sit as elected judges on the state Si3
preme Court, and George Howard Jrl
currently a federal judge in Arkansas 

The second opportunity for mass ap
pointments came in 1989, when th<
state Supreme Court declared the juve£
nile court system, then run by the
counties, unconstitutional. The deed
sion resulted in Governor Clinton ap^
pointing about 20 judges to the new

- ''.i jr.
■rS:

That the governor’s picks have been
generally qualified doesn’t mean he’s

! been averse to tapping political cro?
vnies. "Governors don’t appoint political
enemies to the bench.” notes Mr. Ro-

/ senzweig. For instance, in 1990 he sent
Otis H. Turner and Dale Price to the

, Supreme Court. The choice of former
<f Justice Price, who served until Dec. 31,

1990, was seen as opportune; some ac­
cused the governor of trying to curry

A favor with Mr. Price’s law partner, re-
•« cently retired state Sen. Max Howell

? There is general agreement. that
Governor Clinton has gone out of his
way to choose women and minorities.
“He’s done 7 .good -job of appointing
women," says Wanda,B_. Stephens.

. _r-, agferWW

pensation case she“Tii 
before r*-- — 
even wrote a letter on court

sas Workers’ Comi iCommls-

nrre*

ence was as a

unqualified for 

pressure to ap 

uon, president

court but was 1 
“In 10 years if you get one like tha? 

of the University of Arkansas, Fayette-
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might bring to D.C. “He was a law pro­
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750 North Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago, fL 60611
(312) 988-5227
FAX: (312)988-5151

We will need to run some names by you in developing final list of invitees. 
Right now, it looks like approximately 50 folks, both boys and girts. To say 
that this is a “list in formation” is an understatement.

ELAINE WEISS
Associate Executive Director
Administration

By the way, we’ve got a block of hotel rooms (including suite) reserved for 
y'all. Someone in your office needs to let us know total number of rooms 
you’ll need for First lady, staff, Secret Service, etc. (definitely sooner than 
later).

Friday, August 2,1996 Young Lawyer Event
Per our discussion, I received talking points from SMU speech. I will 
review in order to help develop ABA speech for HRC.

Saturday, August 3,1996, Private Breakfast
I have touched base with Mama Tucker and Roberta. Event planning 
underway. Everyone is very excited.

Friday, August 2, 1996, Possible Legal Services Reception
If the First Lady’s schedule permits, I strongly urge you to accept invitation 
to have HRC be guest-of-honor at brief reception from ABA Legal Services 
corner of the world. It will greatly help our ability to control guest list for 
Saturday breakfast event if some VIPS can be included in this event on 
Friday.
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First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
Honorary Chair, Second World Congress

San Francisco 
Hyatt Regency Hotel

UNITED NATIONS
INTERNATIONAL

YEAR OF THE FAMILY

Second World Congress on 
Family Law and the 
Rights of Children & Youth ASSOCIATION OF 

FAMILY AND 
CONCILIATION 

COURTS

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
SECTION OF FAMILY LAW

The First World Congress, held in Sydney, Australia in 1993, attracted 
more than 800 delegates from over 50 countries. The Second World 
Congress will build on this very successful and outcome-oriented 
event. Over 100 sessions, featuring experts from around the world, 
will address a variety of critical issues facing children and families.

• Children in a Violent World
• Family Law, Family Forms & Family Functions
• The Effects of Poverty
• Health Issues for Families & Children
• The Impact of Culture and Education

The Association of Family & Conciliation Courts (AFCC) is an international 
and interdisciplinary organization of judges, lawyers, counselors, mediators, 
custody evaluators, academics, parent educators, policy makers and others 
interested in family law and domestic relations.

“Children exist in the world as well as in the family. 
Nothing is more important to our shared future than 
the well-being of children.” From It Takes a Village— 
And Other Lessons Children Teach Us

1997 Annual Conference 
of the Association of Family 
and Conciliation Courts

Preliminary 
Announcement



Melanne Verveer
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IULLARY CLINTON: AN ADVOCATE FOR AMERICA’S 
FAMILIES AND CHILDREN

• Hillary Clinton cares deeply about her own family and America’s 
children. She believes that we must invest in our children’s education and 
health if we want a promising future. As First Lady, Hillary Clinton 
would continue to talk to people around the country and be a voice for 
mothers, children and families.

Hillary Clinton’s life and work bespeaks a strong commitment to 
families and to the community. For more than 20 years, she has worked - as 
a wife, mother, volunteer and lawyer - to improve education, strengthen 
families, and promote health care for children. She will continue to be a voice 
for children and families when Bill Clinton is elected President of the United 
States.

Reducing Infant Mortality: Hillary Clinton served on the Southern 
Governor’s Association Task Force on Infant Mortality. In 
Arkansas, she helped establish the first neo-natal nursery in the state 
at Arkansas Children’s Hospital, and now serves on the Hospital’s 
Board of Trustees.

Improving the Quality of Education: Hillary Clinton is an active 
parent in the Little Rock School District, working to improve the 
quality of education. She chaired the Arkansas Education Standards 
Committee, which recommended changes to strengthen the 
accreditation standards for the state’s public schools and contributed 
to the success of Governor Clinton’s educational reform measures. 
As a result of these reforms, students are scoring better on tests and 
graduating from high school and attending college in record 
numbers. The accreditation standards Hillary Clinton helped 
develop have become a model for states around the nation.

Outstanding Mother and Advocate: In 1984, Mrs. Clinton was 
named the Young Mother of the Year in Arkansas. She has been 
recognized by the National Law Journal, the University of 
Arkansas, and the National Women’s Economic Alliance for her 
work to improve the quality of life for families and children in 
America. She has also been acknowledged for her efforts to protect 



children from abuse and neglect.

2

Promoting Children and Family Interests: In 1977, Hillary Clinton 
founded Arkansas’ Advocates for Children and Families, an 
organization that promotes responsible parenting, and health and 
education for Arkansas’ children. She also joined the Board of 
Directors of the Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) in 1976, and 
chaired the Board from 1986 until earlier this year. CDF advocates 
on behalf of American children and their families. The organization 
has a special interest in the needs of poor children.

Helping Disadvantaged Parents Prepare their Children for School: 
Hillary Clinton brought the Home Instruction Program for Pre­
school Youth to Arkansas. This program trains disadvantaged 
parents to teach their pre-school children the skills they will need to 
succeed in school. It encourages parents to take an active role in 
the education of their children.

• What Hillary Clinton has stood for over the course of the last 20 
years, and what she and Bill Clinton still believe, is common sense: 
children need to grow up in a strong and loving family. Her work on 
behalf of children has always rested on the premise that families must 
flourish for children to thrive.

• In her book, First Teachers, Barbara Bush praises Hillary Clinton’s 
Home Instruction Program for Pre-School Youth. Mrs. Bush told USA 
Today, August 14, 1992, that she had heard about Hillary Clinton’s work 
on literacy and was so impressed that she invited her to talk about it at a 
White House tea.

• Hillary Clinton raised the issue of infant mortality with President 
Bush. He wrote to thank her for making him aware of gravity of the 
problem -- the dimensions of which he found surprising.
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To date, AVANCE information has been disseminated in over 40 states and 
different parts of the world, curriculum has been sold in 15 states, and training 
has reached individuals from 24 states. Currently, national replication plans are 
unfolding.

DIRECT SERVICE DELIVERY MODEL
The AVANCE Model begins with parents and their infants and young children. 
It reaches out to create strong families by offering parent education, social 
support, adult basic and higher education, early childhood education, youth 
programs, personal development, and community empowerment. Services are 
inter-related, family-centered and preventive in nature. The AVANCE model is 
integrated into all aspects of home, school, and community life. AVANCE 
services are offered in family resource centers and host sites. In 1994-95, over 
6,000 adults and children received AVANCE services.

NATIONAL OFFICE
Located in San Antonio, Texas, The National Office operation consists of:
• Research and Evaluation
• Dissemination of Program Information
• Production of Agency Materials
• Training and Technical Assistance
• Curriculum and Program Development
• Program Replication and Expansion
• Public Policy Development
• Public Relations
• Fund Development and Financial Management
• Area Chapters

Family Support and Education Program
301 South Frio, Suite 310
San Antonio, Texas 78207
(210) 270-4630 FAX: (210) 270-4612

OVERVIEW
AVANCE (A-van-cey) Family Support and Education Program is a private, non­
profit organization whose main purpose is to strengthen and support families. 
"AVANCE" is a Spanish word meaning "to advance" or 'to progress." Established 
in 1973, it is one of the first family support and education programs in the United 
States and one of the first comprehensive, community-based, family support 
programs to target at-risk and Latino populations. Originally conceptualized at 
Cornell University by graduate students of Dr. Urie Bronfenbrenner, the first 
AVANCE Mother-Infant Program was begun in Dallas in 1972. In 1973, Gloria G. 
Rodriguez began the AVANCE services in San Antonio with funding from the 
Zale Foundation. The replication in Houston occurred with money from 
Kraft/General Foods in 1988. The W.K. Kellogg Foundation funded the services 
in 1993 for the South Texas Rio Grande Valley. Currently, the AVANCE National 
office is supported by a Funding Consortium consisting of the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York, The Ford Foundation, The Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation, The Rockefeller Foundation, and The Mott Foundation.

PROGRAMS
Parent Child Education 
Program
Includes nine-month 
intensive parent education 
classes, toy-making, 
community resource 
awareness, home visits and 
home teaching, early 
childhood education, and 
transportation.
Early Head Start Program 
Includes parenting courses, 
health and nutrition 
information, medical 
services, counseling, crisis 
intervention, adult literacy 
training, youth 
development and job skills 
training, job placement, 
housing assistance, and 
substance abuse treatment. 
Fatherhood and Couples 
Classes
Supporting component 
designed to enhance the 
parental role of the father 
and marriage strengthening 
by providing parenting 
information, social support, 
and positive social outlets. 
Even Start
National demonstration 
models of a family-centered 
program focused on family 
literacy and parenting 
education and based in 
neighborhood elementary 
schools.
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AVANCE serves single and two-parent families and voluntary and court- 
mandated participants. Potential participants are introduced to the program by 
word-of-mouth and a semiannual door-to-door neighborhood outreach 
campaign. AVANCE is community-based and open to all families residing 
within the designated boundary lines.

The participants were Mexican American women with an average age of 24, 2.5 
children, a ninth grade education; about 60 percent were married or in a live-in 
relationship. The evaluation found that the program had a substantial effect on 
the ability of mothers to provide an educationally sound and emotionally 
nurturing environment for their children. It also had strong effects on child 
rearing attitudes and knowledge of parenting behavior and an awareness of 
community resources. The mothers understood, accepted, and actively pursued 
their role as the first teacher of their children. Many more program than control 
mothers enrolled in classes to obtain a high school equivalency certificate or to 
acquire college credits.

COMMUNITY AND PARTICIPANTS
AVANCE works in both urban and rural communities predominantly composed 
of low-income Mexican American families and targets families with children 
under age four in its core program. AVANCE serves a population characterized 
by:
• Several generations of living in poverty
• An 80 percent high school drop-out rate among parents
• A high degree of stress and isolation
• Lack of knowledge of child growth and development
• Significantly high potential for child abuse and neglect
• Lack of saleable job skills

RESEARCH AND EVALUATION
An evaluation was conducted jointly by researchers at the University of Houston 
and AVANCE with a grant from the Carnegie Corporation from 1987 to 1991. 
The basic evaluation design was a comparison of program and non-program 
groups with pre-and post-testing at two sites and two annual cohorts of subjects.

The evaluation concludes that AVANCE parents have the necessary skills to 
provide an educationally stimulating environment and provide emotional 
support, they value education for themselves and their children, and they have a 
knowledge base for effective rearing of children. In a survey of the first class of 
mothers in 1973, 91% of the mothers had dropped out of school. In 1991, their 

status was:
• 94% of Children had either completed High School, received their GED or 

were still attending High School
• 43% of Children who graduated were attending college
• 57% of Mothers who had dropped out, returned to complete their GED
• 64% of Mothers who completed High School or GED had attended College or 

a Technical Program

STAFF
Among the three AVANCE area chapters (San Antonio, Houston, Rio Grande 
Valley) and the national office there are 200 staff. Approximately 75 percent of 
AVANCE's staff are graduates of the program. All staff are bilingual. The 
AVANCE graduates act as role models for new parents. They are encouraged to 
continue to develop their job skills and to "advance" further in their careers.

Adult Literacy and Higher 
Education
Basic literacy, GED, and 
English as a Second 
Language (ESL) courses, 
college-level courses, 
childcare, transportation, 
advocacy, referral services, 
college scholarships, 
placement, and registration 
assistance.
Child Abuse and Neglect 
Intervention
Comprehensive in-home 
support and case 
management services for 
court-referred families in 
need of intensive assistance. 
Youth Development and 
Delinquency Prevention
Program
Youth activities, personal 
and social development 
classes, tutoring, scout 
programs, recreational and 
enrichment activities.

GOALS
• To help parents and 

children realize their fullest 
potential; strengthen 
families; prevent child 
abuse and neglect, and 
educational programs in 
young children; and 
stabilize the economic 
conditions of the families

• To conduct research on the 
conditions and factors
associated with poverty and 
other social/economic 
problems in high-risk 
communities

• To evaluate the 
effectiveness of service 
delivery

• To operate a National 
Training Center to share 
and disseminate 
information, material, and 
curricula to service 
providers and policymakers 
interested in supporting at- 
risk Latino families.



AVANCE FAMILY SUPPORT AND EDUCATION PROGRAM
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Avarice was one of the first agencies to provide family support and educational 
services to the fathers in 1988. The goal of the fatherhood parenting classes is to 
reinforce and strengthen the parenting skills that are being learned by the mothers. 
Fathers also learn techniques for controlling anger and violence and acquire 
appropriate communication skills to strengthen spousal or partner relationships.

Avance serves more than 6,000 individuals, parents and children every year in 
more than 50 family centers in San Antonio, Houston, the Rio Grande Valley. 
Avance chapters are scheduled to open in Dallas and Corpus Christi in 1996 and in 
El Paso and Laredo in 1997. Avance parents are predominately Hispanic, single 
heads of household, on public assistance, speak limited English and approximately 
three-fourths have dropped out of school. Unique aspects of Avance are its 
longevity, research data, bilingual curriculum, and that it hires the graduates from 
the same community who know the culture, can empathize and can serve as role 

models.

In collaboration with other social, health, educational agencies, Avance provides 
additional comprehensive services to the family. Parents can attend classes in 
English, literacy, adult basic and higher education, personal development, job 
training and leadership and community development. The children are 
encouraged, after the 0-3 Avance Parenting Program, to attend Head Start, Hippy 
or the school’s early childhood program. As the child grows older, he can 
participate in tutoring. Boys Scouts, recreation, mentoring activities and later is 
encouraged and assisted to attend college.

Avance is a grass-roots, community-based organization that has provided 
education, pride, hope and opportunity for parents, families and children in the 
poorest neighborhoods throughout Texas. For more than two decades, Avance 
has been the leader in parenting education, early childhood and family support. 
Avance teaches parents, who have children three years and younger, that they 
are their first and most important teachers and that the foundation for education 

begins at home.

The first point of entry into an Avance program is the nine-month three-hour weekly 
parenting classes for mothers. The mothers learn about the cognitive, physical, 
emotional and social needs of children. They learn about language development, 
childhood illnesses, nutrition, self esteem, age-appropriate behavior and discipline. 
Also, mothers make educational toys used for the purpose of teaching the 
prereadiness concepts and skills necessary for school. Each toy has a possibility 
sheet with different teaching strategies that the mothers can use with their children. 
The mothers' social support network is build as 15-20 mothers from the same 
neighborhood come together weekly to share common concerns and stimulating 
experiences. In addition, the center-base program has community resource 
speakers, field trips to the library, zoo, circus, holiday celebrations and a graduation 

ceremony.
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Avance Family Support and Education Program

Avance has been visited by Prince Charles, Barbara Bush, First Lady Araceli 
Salinas de Gotari, Governor Ann Richards and the Reverend Jesse Jackson. Avance 
was included in Hillary Rodham Clinton's book entitled. It Takes A Village and Other 
Lessons Children Teach Us, and Barbara Bush's book entitled. First Teachers, as one of 
ten outstanding and pioneering programs in family literacy. Avance was also included 
in the Inspector General's Report entitled, "Services Integration for Families and 
Children in Crisis." Avance has been featured in the New York Times, Business Week, 
Atlantic Monthly, Parade Magazine, ABC World News Tonight, U.S. News and World 
Report, Good Morning America, Univision, MacNeil Lehrer NewsHour and 
Telemundo. It has been featured in national and international documentaries including 
"Scared Silent," "Creative Solutions to Today's Social Problems," and the "The World 
of Abnormal Psychology: An Ounce of Prevention."

Gloria G. Rodriguez is founder, national president and chief executive officer of 
the Avance Family Support and Education Program. Since its establishment in 1973, 
Avance has become a nationally recognized model and pioneer not only for parent 
education/family support/fatherhood programs, but also for programs in the 
promotion of mental health and the prevention of poverty, child abuse and neglect, 
crime, delinquency and school drop out Avance has sites in San Antonio, Houston, 
McAllen, Brownsville and in two colonias in the Rio Grande Valley.

Dr. Rodriguez has been recognized both locally and nationally and has been 
invited to speak and present testimony throughout the country. She is the recipient of 
the first "Attitude Award" for changing public attitudes toward Family Support 
Services presented by Life Time Nationally Televised Syndicated Program. She was 
inducted into the San Antonio and the Texas Hall of Fame and is included at the U.T. 
Barker Center of Texas History. She received the National Hispanic Employee 
Association Breaking Barriers Award for Professional Achievement, the National 
Association of Elementary School Principals Outstanding Leadership Award, April 
1995, the Matt Garcia Public Service Award from MALDEF in 1994, the Temple Award 
for Creative Altruism from the National Institute of Noetic Science in 1993 and the 
Woman of the Year Award from the San Antonio Light in 1981. She was featured in 
Hispanic Business Magazine as one of the 100 most influential National Hispanic 
Women and was included in "Notable Hispanic American Women" in 1993. She was 
also selected to the San Antonio Leadership Program, Leadership Texas, Leadership 
America and the National Hispana Leadership Institute.

GLORIA G. RODRIGUEZ, Ph.D.

Founder, President and C.E.O.



GLORIA G. RODRIGUEZ, Ph.D.

Dr. Rodriguez has her Ph.D. in Early Childhood Education from the University 
of Texas at Austin. She is married to Salvador C. Rodriguez and has three children.

She was on the founding Board of the National Family Resource Coalition, and 
currently serves on the Parent Action Board, the National Council on Families in 
America Board, the Carnegie Task Force on Meeting the Needs of Young Children, and 
the Board of Christian Children's Fund. She serves as an Advisory Board member on 
the GEMS Television Board and co-chaired the San Antonio 2000, Ready to Learn Task 
Force. She served on the Texas Health and Human Services Coordinating Council and 
was appointed to Governor Ann Richards' Transition Team in Early Childhood 
Education, she also served as chairperson of the Governor's Head Start Collaboration 
Task Force.

She was a delegate to the White House Conference on Families, and by 
presidential appointment, served as a part of the United States Delegation to the United 
Nations International Commission on the Status of Women and the Commission on 
Education Excellence for Hispanic Americans. She was selected to participate in a two 
week Child Care/Family Policy Study of France in 1989 by the French American 
Foundation. She has been invited to speak at state and national conferences, 
foundation, university, business, government and elected officials and leaders 
throughout the country and at congressional and presidential hearings. In addition, 
she has spoken at the National Municipal League of Cities, the Forum of Public Affairs 
at the J.F. Kennedy School of Government, the Smithsonian, the Aspen Institute and at 
the Summer Institute of the Council of Chief State School Officers. She has served as a 
consultant to the Federal Government, Parents Magazine, Whittle Communication's La 
Familia De Hoy Magazine, Mr. Roger's Corporation, The Work Family Institute, the 
Harvard Family Research Project, Georgetown University and the Yale Bush Center.



AVANCE RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

Contact Dr. Todd B. Walker, Director of Research and Evaluation, for additional information (210-270-4630).
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Continuing Education:
• Upon graduation from the parent education 

program, significantly more program 
participants elected to continue their education 
by enrolling in continuing education classes

Seventeen Year Reunion Survey
In 1991, Avance held a 17 year reunion of its first graduating class. Of the 31 women who graduated that first year, 
23 were located and gathered together for a ceremony. Those 23 women were joined in their attendance to the 
Avance program by 32 children. The following educational information was compiled for these 23 women and their 
children. In 1973, 91% of the mothers had dropped out of school. As can be seen, the program served as a catalyst 

for these families to continue their education. In 1991:

• 94% of Children who attended Avance had either completed High School, received their GED or were still 

attending High School

• 43% of Children who graduated were attending college

• 57% of Mothers who had dropped out, returned to complete their GED

• 64% of Mothers who completed High School or GED had attended College or a Technical Program

Evaluation of the Parent Child Education Program

An extensive scientific evaluadon funded by the Carnegie Corporation of New York has provided strong evidence 
supporting the effectiveness of the Avance Parent Child Education Program. Two annual cohorts were followed for
2 years at 2 program sites. Control groups which were randomly assigned at 1 site and matched at the second site 
were also employed. Upon completion of the program and then again one year later, data was collected concerning 
maternal knowledge, behavior, attitudes and continuing education with both groups. Group comparisons revealed 
the following findings.

Program mother-child dyadic interaction was 
marked by:

• Enhanced mutual enjoyment of the activity

• Mutual responsivity & turn-taking

• Participation in joint rather than parallel activities

• Elevated Depressed Mood

• Participation in Public
Assistance Programs

Avance program mothers reported:
• More nurturing attitudes towards child

• More opposition to physical punishment

• Enhanced view of self as child's teacher

• Increased sense of parental efficacy

• Increased parental knowledge and skills

• Increased knowledge & use of community 

resources

• Increased knowledge of contraceptive methods

Population Characteristics

The high risk population which Avance serves resides in economically impoverished neighborhoods. The 
participating families are characterized by:

• Hispanic Ethnicity • School Dropout

• Economic Poverty • Single Parenthood

Major Findings

Avance program mothers were observed to:
• Provide a more organized, stimulating & responsive 

home environment

• Provide more developmentally appropriate toys

• Be more positive in interacting with child

• Initiated more social interactions with child

• Use more contingent praise with child

• Spend more time teaching child

• Talk more with child

• Use more developmentally appropriate speech with 
child

• Be more encouraging of child verbalizations



SPANISH CURRICULUMENGLISH CURRICULUM

* Only transparencies have been translated into Spanish.- English verstion of lesson is still being worked on.

Unit: Self Awareness/Goal Setting
26. What Now? A Lesson in Goals for the Future

Unidad: Conscienciade Uno Mismo/Formacion de Metas
26. Y Ahora Que? Una Leccion Sobre Metas para el Future

Unidad: Las Necesidades Fisicas de los Ninos
5. Crecimiento y Desarroilo
6. Seguridad y Supervision
7. Primeros Auxilios y Traumas de la Ninez
8. La Limpieza de los Bebes y de los Ninos

Unidad: Nutricion Para el Nino Pequeno
23. NutriciOn: La Base para el Crecimiento y el Bienestar
24. Buena Salud y NutriciOn
25. Comprando y Comiendo Inteligentemcnte

Unit: Emotional Needs
21. Meeting Emotional Needs

Unidad: Las Necesidades Emodonales
21. Satisfaciendo las Necesidades Emocionales

Unidad: Las Necesidades Sociales
22. Aprendiendo Conducta Social

Unit: Nutrition and the Young Child
23. Nutrition: The Basis for Growth and Well Being
24. Good Health and Nutrition
25. Shopping and Eating Wisely

Unidad: Desarroilo Cognoscitivo y de Lengu^je
15. Lo que Todos los Padres Deben Saber Acerca del Aprendizaje
16. Aprendiendo Conceptos Bisicos
17. Los Padres y el Desarroilo de Lenguaje
18. La Estimulacion del Lenguaje

Unit: Prenatal Care
27. You are Pregnant

Unit: Children's Behavior
9. What is Behavior?

10. Discipline - Birth to 3 Years
11. How a Child's Temperament Affects Behavior
12. Other Factors Affecting Behavior
13. Child Maltreatment
14. Redirecting Children's Anger

Unidad: Las Necesidades Infantiles
28. El Recien Nacido

Unit: Social Needs
22. Learning Social Behavior

Unit: Infant Needs
28. The Newborn

Unit: Physical Needs of the Young Child
5. Physical Needs/Growth and Development An Overview
6. Safety and Supervision
7. Childhood Trauma and First Aid
8. Infant and Childhood Cleanliness

Unidad: Enfermedades de la Nihez
19. Enfermedades de la Ninez: Primera Parte
20. Enfermedades de la Ninez: Segunda Parte

Unit: Childhood Illnesses
19. Childhood Illnesses (Part 1)
20. Childhood Illnesses (Part 2)

Unidad: Cuidado Prenatal
27. Usted Esta Embarazada: Un Panorama

AVANCE-HASBRO NATIONAL FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER 

CURRICULUM BY UNITS -1995

The following lessons each contain an Educator's Guide, a Lesson 
Narrative, set of Transparency masters, and masters for Handouts.

Unit: Overview in Parenting
1. Key Concepts in Parenting
2. Foundations
3. The Foundation for Learning
4. Do Parents Make a Difference?

Unit: Cognitive and Language Development
15. What Every Parent Should Know About Learning
16. Learning Basic Concepts
17. Parents and Language Development
18. Language Stimulation

Unidad: Panorama de la Crianza
1. Conceptos Claves
2. LosCimientos
3. LosCimientos delAprendizaje
4. Tienen los Padres una Influencia Decisiva?

The following lessons in Spanish each contain an Educator's Guide, A 
Lesson Narrative, a set of transparency masters, and masters for 
Handouts.

Unidad: La Conducta de los Ninos
9. Que Es Conducta?

10. La Disciplina: Desde el Nacimiento Hasta los Tres Anos
11. Otros Factores Que Afectan la Conducta
12. Como el Temperamento de un Nino Afecta Su Conducta
13. El Maltrato a los Ninos
14.
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Avance poster by Jesse Trevino.
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school system had more or less given up on them: games and make simple playthings.' •
they'd been labeled "retarded,” "slow” or, even 
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dren were as deficient in Spanish as they were in

these parents didn’t know how to do the job.
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"Social dynamite” is one way 
to define poor children who lack [ 
education and sound parental su- I ' 
pervision. “Overwhelmed” is a i . 
way to define poor mothers who f .

recruiting students. She is now 
Avance-San Antonio’s executive

fourth site, serves 1,300 families 
every year.

What does Avance teach? 
Simple things that parents are not 
born knowing. Avance mothers 
are taught how to nurture and 
educate and discipline. They 
learn, for instance, the necessity 
of responding to children’s ques­
tions and of being consistently 
caring.

Meanwhile their children, 
anywhere from a few weeks to 
three years old, are nearby get­
ting" physical care and intellectual 
stimulation. They play simple

Fouruiedin 1851
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If, at the end of the nine-month program, the 
, children are better equipped for school, so too are 
their mothers. Most have only eighth-grade educa-
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more finally, “uneducable.” J -'r
Because they were all Hispanics Mrs. Rodri-

tion had to begin when their lives began, with their 
- . parents as teachers.' That’s true'for all children, but 

these parents didn’t know how to do the job.
Many poor San Antonio mothers know how now 

• because Dallas’s Zale Foundation set up a site for 
• - an Avance program in a housing project in 1973; 

and because Mrs. Rodriguez went from door to door

the first Avance class. Currently 
Avance, which will soon open at a

guez assumed that their problems lay in never hav- tions; many will return to school, through Avance, 
ing had a bilingual teacher before. Not so: the chil- for equivalency diplomas, perhaps college.
dren were as deficient in Spanish as they were in - Millions of affluent Americans are the descend- 
Enghsh. And although Mrs. Rodriguez readied all ants of people who were just as poor and just as 
but five for the second grade, it was clear even then helpless as the mothers in Avance. Still, getting out 
?at u* ne^®r realty catchjip. Their educa-, of poverty may have been a little easier in the days

when almost anyone could get a job laying bricks or 
hammering nails. Avance has worked for 14 years 
to put poor San Antonio children on the right path. It 
demonstrates that Americans everywhere can do 
more than denounce welfare mothers or lament 
juvenile delinquents. America can'give'poor' chil­
dren a Fair Chance, and their parents a second one.

lack education and self-esteem. 
How to help the children and the 
mothers is a question that can 
overwhelm, too — so much that it 
may induce paralysis even 
among the most well meaning. '

To look at a parent-child 
educational program in San Anto­
nio called Avance, however, is to 
get an answer. You start when the" 
baby is bom.

In 1970 a schoolteacher 
named Gloria Rodriguez, herself 
a child of the San Antonio barrios, 
was given her first class of first- 
graders. Young as they were, the
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Intervening Early
Helps Two Children

The next 10 years, says Gov. . noted that one 6-week-old boy had
Mario Cuomo of New York, should Intervening Early matted hair, scaly scalp, an appar-
be the "decade of the child.” That’s __ . _, ° J ent eye infection and a listless ex­
right in principle. It’s also effective xieipS 1 WO Children pression, she promptly bathed him 
in practice, especially for very ' and arranged to counsel the mother
young children, as is evident from successful, even inspir- about cleanliness and medical attention.
ing, experiments around the country. The mothers find it hard to cope with their poverty, ig-

There is a desperate need to expand access of poor and norance and low self-esteem and are mostly grateful for 
disadvantaged children to Head Start or pre-kindergarten the help. Rita San Miguel, now 32, is the center manager at 
classes for 4-year-olds. But by the time they are enrolled, Avance’s site in the Mirasol public housing project She 
it may already beuoo late. Early childhood development is came to the program as a 17-year-old unwed mother and 
the key, starting even before birth. That’s the goal of high school dropout. She was living in the Mirasol project 
Avance, a 14-year-old organization for low-income His- when Gloria Rodriguez, Avance-San Antonio’s executive 
panic mothers in San Antonio, Tex. It conducts weekly director, recruited her in a door-to-door campaign.
three-hour classes in or near housing projects for young “I didn’t have any parenting skills," Mrs. San Miguel 
mothers in how to be a parent admits. “I was only taking care of his physical needs. 1

One hour is spent making toys. About a dozen mothers didn’t know anything about his cognitive, social or emo­
sit around a U-shaped table assembling hobbyhorses out tional needs. I never even thought that I was his first
of broomsticks, socks, yarn and spangles. It’s an exercise teacher. I was a child myself. In Avance, I learned that I
that inspires creativity while teaching mothers what needed to read to my child and I began labeling every-
kinds of toys are appropriate, and necessary. thing. Soon, I was able to teach him many skills and that

For the next hour, an instructor teaches basic skills like guided me to value myself as a person.”
stimulation, discipline and socialization. The essential les- Eventually, Mrs. San Miguel obtained her high school 
son, especially for mothers who received little encourage- equivalency degree, learned to drive and now attends 

community college. She hopes to become a teacher. Even 
more important, she waited for nine years, and a stable 

preparing nutritious recipes, or evaluating videotapes of marriage, before having a second child.
mothers dealing with their children at home. While they Not all of the Avance mothers fare as well. But as Mrs. 
learn, their children are cared for by paid parent staff. San Miguel says proudly, “I’m a good role model.” If 
aides and volunteers in on-site facilities. more programs like Avance can produce more role

Sometimes, the parenting skills to be taught are die- models like Mrs. San Miguel, the nation’s children, and fu- 
tated by the condition of a child. When an Avance staffer ture. will be well served. DIANE CAMPER
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^Program in Texas Helps Hispanic Mothers
Discover Their Children and Themselves<

Changing Mothers, Too

t •• 

•f

na.Mw ;o*« r>aMvCraa<iuUor4 
Janet Ramos. 20 years old. dunng a class at Avance. a ororram in San Antonio for 
low-income Mexican-American mothe-

«•

"Children who don't talk tend to become 
more and more passive as they watch the 
world,” said Dr. Serena Weider of the Re­
gional Center for Infants and Young Children 
in Rockville, Md.

As with similar programs, Avance aims to 
help mothers as well as children."Avance

.i;

help with child care periodically, an oppor­
tunity for reinforcing the classroom lessons.

Importance of Talking
Through it all, teachers stress the impor­

tance of talking to children, praising them, 
helping them to notice and understand the 
world around them. It is a crucial message: 
in the child-care areas at Avance, the chil­
dren talk very little, and their language skills 
lag far behind those of most middle-class 
children.

Poor language skills are common in chil­
dren bom to poor parents with little educa­
tion, even without the complication of a sec­
ond tongue. And child development experts 
say poor language skills may signal lifelong 
problems, not only in learning to read and 
write, but in developing the sense of trust and 
mattering in the world that children get in 
part from finding that when they talks, some­
one responds.

By TAMAR LEWIN
Special to The New York Times

■ . .SAN ANTONIO — Teaching mothers how 
to teach their children is the goal of Avance, a

Spanish for ‘Forward’
The weekly Avance classes, which run for 

nine months, start with an hour of toy-mak­
ing, during which the students get to know 
»-’ch other, and the staff has a chance to talk 

it how children learn through play. Then 
tes two hours of more formal lessons in 

child development, safety and nutrition.

Avance (the Spanish word for forward, 
pronounced ah-VAHN-say) also provides 
monthly home visits to assess the interaction 
between mother and child, and several field 
trips — to the library, the rodeo, the shopping 
mall. Each mother must also volunteer to

has helped me be a better mother, but it also 
made me see that I need to know more 
things.” said Mrs. Flores. “The more I learn, 
the more I can teach my kids.”

When she was in school, Mrs. Flores said, 
she hung out with a crowd that was more in­
terested in having fun than in learning. And 
when she started Avance, she said, her hus­
band was jealous and worried that there 
would be men and women in class together.

’•program here for low-income Mexican- 
L American women with children under 4.

“ Judy Flores, whose Avance class meets up- 
stairs in the barracks-like Mirasol housing 

'' project, says she needed the classes to learn 
. how to handle her kids. “They used to just 
i' run around, run around,” said Mrs. Flores, a 
■J19-year-old with two small sons. “I didn't 
t know what to do with them.”

’?>• Avance taught her to pay more attention to 
‘-“her boys. “Before, I’d just give them their 
•7 food,” she said. “Now I know to say, ‘Here’s 

your bowl, here’s your spoon.’ I started read­
ying them books, and I was surprised — 
* they’re interested in every little thing.”

While Mrs. Flores and 11 other women in­
dustriously cut out drawings to glue into pic­
ture books for their children, giggling as they 
admire each other’s handiwork, their chil­
dren are playing downstairs in three bright 
rooms — for infants, for crawlers, and for 
toddlers.

Sally Garcia, a 26-year-old graduate of the 
program who now works as a cook at Avance 
in the mornings and attends high-school 
classes in the afternoon, said her husband, 
too, has been concerned about her new inter­
ests.

“I’m going to graduate, in a cap and gown, 
and I want to go to college,” said Mrs. Gar­
cia, whose husband is a seasonal worker. 
“My husband doesn’t like it, he’s alredy told 
me. He doesn’t want me to be a business­
woman, all dressed up, with a dress and 
shoes. He’s worried I’ll be better than him, 
and he’ll be left on the bottom.”

Avance is now seeking money for activi­
ties, like auto mechanics classes, that would 
involve fathers.

Meanwhile, the program is just beginning 
research into exactly what impact it has on 
the mothers and children who take part. But 

“people like Sally Garcia provide real, if not 
quantifiable, evidence of change in the lives 
Avance touches.

"I was raised pretty different from what 
we’re taught here,” she said. “If I did some­
thing good, my parents never told me, only if 
I did something bad. I still have a hard time 
talking to my father. Maybe if he had known 
what we learn in Avance, 1 wouldn’t have run 
away from home in the ninth grade.”
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A MODEL FOR
STRENGTHENING THE 
.. ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL VIABILITY OF 

THE FAMILY

~ NURTURINC THE FAMILY

Govenvnents should support and encourage — not duplicate 
replace or compete with *- ..

■■programs. ’
are the key to reversing welfare dependency, reducing urban"

development of children, promote educa­
tional success, and foster the personal and 
economic success of parents. Avance is a 
viable intervention model that has been 
proved empirically to work at changing 
attitudes, knowledge and behavior, while 
reversing trends of low educational attain­
ment in the space of a single generation.

Avance was launched in Dallas, 
Texas in 1972 with a SI 00,000 grant from the 
Zale Corporation. Two doctoral students 
of Dr. Urie Bronfenbrenner at Cornell Uni­

versity submitted the initial three-year 
proposal. Unfortunately, the Avance pro-

arents are primarily responsible for 
the physical, social, emotional, and in­
tellectual development of their chil­

dren. But government has a major public 

responsibility in supporting parents, 
building parental competence and 

strengthening the economic and social vi­
ability of the family. The Avance Family 
Support and Educational Program is a 
nonprofit organization that has been pro­
viding support and education services to 
low-income families since 1971 Avance 
strives to strengthen the fa mil v unit, enhance 
parenting skills to help ensure the optimal 

compete with — community-based family support 
Investments in parenting, literacy and job training 

violence and creating a more adaptable, competitive work force.

GLORIA G. RODRIGUEZ
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individuals residing in six housing projecs.
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Vetelba received JTPA (Job 
Training Partnership Act) 
funds to provide job training 

services to low-incomeadufts. 
They wanted to link the 
Avance family literacy com-

gram in Dallas closed down when the first 
funding cycle ended. The Dallas program 
was replicated in San Antonio, Texas in 
1973 under thedirectorshipofDr. Gloria G. 
Rodriguez (the author) in 1973, serving 31 
families in thect/s Mirasol Housing Project. 
The program has grown substantially since 
then. Avance's -1992-93 budget was 
53,232,000. As of 1993, Avance's area chap­
ters are located in San .Antonio, Houston 
and Brownsville, Texas. It also has certified 
affiliates in Caguas and Barceloneta, Puerto 
Rico. In addition, Avance operates the 
Avance/Hasbro Nadonal Family Resource 
Center, providing training, technical assis­

tance and curriculum development and 
dissemination services. Italso hasa research 
department responsible for program 
evaluation, management of information 

systems, and special research projects.
TheSan .Antonio operation expanded 

its sendees in 1992 to serve a total of 2,021

and attending eight schools and two com­

munity centers. In that year,
the budget for Avance's San
Antonio operations totaled
$1,800,000. Sources of rev­

enue included money from
the city's general fund, con­
tributions from United Wav,

corporations and founda­
tions, largemuiti-vear federal

grants, and proceeds from 
fund-raising activities.

Avance was replica ted 
tn Houston, Texas in 1988 
with a two-year grant from VLAblLITY OF THE 
the Kraft General Foods Cor- FAMILY
poration (Maxwell House

Division) in the amount of 5250,000 annu­
ally. In 1992 the Houston operation served 
2,600 individuals with an $800,000 budget 

consisting of funds from the City of Hous­
ton, United Way, corporations and founda­

tions, state and federal sources, and organi­
zational fundraisers.

The Avance Rio Grande Area 
Chapter was originally funded with a 
planning grant from the Levi Strauss 
Foundation, the Christian Children's fund, 
and direct and in-kind grants from local 

corporations, churches and the State De­
partment of Human Resources. Avance is 
currently in the precess of negotiating a 
substantial grant from the Kellozg Foun­
dation to provide services in the "colonias" 
of the Rio Grande.

Between 1987ar.d 1993, theCamecie 
Corporation of New York has awarded 
Avance over one million dollars to evaluate 
theAvance program The Avance/Hasbro 
National Family Resource Center was es­
tablished with an ScCC.OCO grant from the 

Hasbro Children's Founda­

tion to provide training and 
technical assistance and 
complete the Avance cur­
riculum.

Vetelba, Inc of Puerto Rico 

was one of many orpymira- 
tions from across the coun- 
try that attended Avance's 
2-1/2-day training institute.

GOVERNMENT

HAS A MAJOR 

PUBLIC 

RESFONSIBILnr 

IN...

STRENGTHENING 

THE ECONOMIC

AND SOCIAL
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NURTURING THE F.AMILY

Strengthening the Economic and Scgal Viability of the Family

AVANCE IS

COXCERXTD

veiopmer.t. Avance is con-

DEVELOPMENT.

axiordacie. There was a mer.uuitv that

NATIONAL CMC RRTEIV

I

could be attributed to the fact that those 
providing services were overworked, un­
derpaid and undermined. It could also be 
attributed to attitudes and beliefs that cer­
tain people could not change. Limited re­
sources were concentrated on those who 
needed the services least, and high-risk 
families and neighborhoods were not tar­
geted. Services were also inaccessible or not

ing the whole child: 
physical, social, emotional, 
cognitive, and spiritual de­
velopment. Avance believes 
in pret'f.’’ri.’tg’ the problems of 
low-income/high-risk fami­
lies by beginning to intervene 

in the famiiv when the target 
chiid is under the age of two 

— preferably when he is in the womb. The 
child serves as the "hook," the point of 
entry whereby ail family members are 
reached. The program is also neighbor­
hood-based, providing supports to fami­
lies tn federally subsidized housing projects 
and low-income communities.

Avances main goal is to provide 
essenriai information on becomingan effec­
tive parentand helping parents understand

ponentfthe program's core parenting/adult 
literacy program) with their existing job 
training services to make their program 
more comprehensive by focusing on two 
generations. In 1992. with a grant from the 
OfficeofMatemaIandChiidHealth,Vete!ba 
became Avance's first certified affiliate 

program. Avance has also received a 
planning grant form the Carnegie Corpo-’ 
ration to develop a five-year growth plan to 
expand and enhance its comprehensive 
services to more high-risk families. 
Tite Avar.cs Approach

Serrices to the poor 
have traditionally been frag­
mented and bureaucratic, 
providing too little, too late. 
Greatccncem lias been oiaccd

cemed with outcomes affect- 

his

on the cost per unit and the 
- -numberorpeopleserved, not 

on outcomes. Either the chiid 
or the parent was targeted, 
addressing a specific prob­
lem, such as chiid abuse, teen 
pregnane,', drug abuse and 
addiction, juvenile delin­

quency, etc. Funding was 
categorical. Low-income in­
dividuals were not treated 
withdignityandrespect. Tliis

ents should navigate the bureaucratic, frag­
mented maze to obtain the services they 
needed. When people were unable to do so, 
myths emerged that low-income people 

were unwilling to improve their circum­
stances and lazy. Too many sendee pro­
viders werestationed behind desks, reflect­
ing a belief that clients "should come and 
get the sendees." The social, and cultural . 
affiliation of service providers were also 
very different from those of clients, tvpicailv 
inserting a language or culture barrier. 

Avance has gradually 
adopted a unique approach 
to sen-ice deliver,-. Tne pro­
gram is family-focused. The
child is seen, in the context of 
the family as well as the envi­
ronment that affects his de-

VVTTH OUTCOMES 

AFFECTING WE 

WHOLE CHILD: 

HIS PHYSICAL, 

SOCIAL. 

EMOTIONAL.

COGNTHVE. .AND 

SPIRITUAL
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their critical role as thechild's 

first and most important 
teacher. Parents attend a 

three-hour weekly program 
for nine months located in 
their neighborhood. The 
group size ranges from 15 to

NEEDED SERVICES 

TO PRCCRAM 

PARTICIPANTS.

educational interaction. The 
parent is videotaped while 
piaving with the child with 
the toy made at the Avance 

center. ~These visits are an 
opoortunitv to communicate 

1 * *

AVANCE 

ADDRESSES THE 

FRAGMENTATION 

OF THE SOCIAL 

SERVICES SYSTEM 

BY UNKING- •20 women with children un­
der the age of two years.
During the first hour of the 

weekly program, parents are 
exposed to information on 
child growth and develop­
ment from the Avance bilin- 
guai parent education curriculum, pre­

sented in a culturally sensitive manner. 
Cass panicpation is also encouraged, in­

viting parents to bring their own experi­
ences to the lesson. Parents make educa­
tional toys during the second hour. The 
tcvs are used as a means to stimulate lan­
guage de veicoment and teach concepts and

tionai services are provided to ail partic- 

pating families.
Parents are visited once a week in the 

home to observe and record parent-child

skills necessary for school readiness. Par­
ents receive a "possibility sheet" with in­
structions on stimulating language devel­
opment and learning by using the 30 toys 
that are made during the nine-month pro­

gram.
Avance addresses the fragmentation 

of the socai services system by linking 
needed services to program participants. 
During the third hour people from various 
health, mental heaith, nutrition, housing, 
seed service, and educational organiza­
tions are invited to inform parents about the 
services they provide. Heaith and num-

X * *

with parents directly on par­
ticular problems they may de­
facing. Referrals to various 
agencies are made to help al­
leviate any stress that could 

impede effeedve parenting.
V^Tiile mothers attend the 

parenting classes, their pre­
school children are supervised at Avance 
Dav Care Centers, which feature learning 
programs for infants, crawlers and tod­

dlers.
Fathers attend their own parenting 

sumtort grout? which is also heid once a 
week in a different location. While mothers 
makeeducationai toys, fathers are involved 
in organizing scouting troops for the older 
children. Avance fathers also receive train­
ing that enables them to become better 
parents of their young children. In addi­

tion, the men learn to communicate more 
effectively with their spouses and deal con- 
strucdvely with anger. Many fathers are 
upset at being left out of social sen,aces 
tradidcnailv offered to low-income moth­
ers. They resent the negative effects on men 
of the welfare system. These feelings com­
pound their frustration with not being able 
to provide for their families due to lack of 
education, skills or good-paying jobs with 
benefits. Avance helps fathers as well as 
mothers to further their education and ob­

tain jobs through its continuum of services 

(see model, p. II).
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lege. Avance has worked with existing

education services more accessible to pro~-

erits.

Skills) prot

Avarice links captive, moti-

the additional suppons ot

CHILDREN.

Scan Program or an early childhood pro­

gram after the nine-month parenting pro-

completion of the program and then again

10 • WINTER 1993
national civic review

<

needed services—providing 
t' .............. 5

child care and transpoirarion

gram participants. A vance has brought the 
instructors rrom these organizations to the

ENABLES THEM

TO BECOME 

BETTER PARENTS

one year later, data were collected con­
cerning maternal behavior, attitudes and 

— _ :ps.
.ne findings of the study are summarized

mg, and schoia.mips to a state-soonsored 

—iy.-. vance child completing his | a

people that needed theirservices most, while 
providing essential trans do rtationand child 

care service. Federal TP A and iOBS (Job 

AVANCE FATHERS
Opportunities and Basic 

. gram funds are 
used for this purpose. Tlius. ALSO RECENT

TRAININ'G THAT

— to build parenting and 
worn skills as parents 

progress toward greater self- 
sufficiency and pride.

Parents are encour­
aged to enroll their children in the Head

continuing education among both groups.

below.

.-.mnee rmFr.-rm msz‘:srs were observed Wi
• Provide a more organized, stimu- 

ating ano responsive home environment:

program also offers tutoring classes, 
scouting activm.es. mentoring and counsel­
ing, and scholarships to a state-suonsored 

school for anv A • • •

vated individuals with

:\oa>:ce Research Activities 
Carnegie Evaluation or the 

Parent-Child Education 
Program. An extensive sci- 
entific evaluation funded by 
the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York has provided 

strong evidence suppomr.g 
the effectiveness of the

OF THELR YOLN’G Avance Parent-Child Educa­

tion Program. Two parent-

The core program is a nine-month 

parenting program that families attend. The 
parents and children subsequently follow 
their designated paths. Parents enter the 
Avance literacy program, which offers op­

portunities to leam English, obtain a high­
school equivalency degree, or pursue col­
lege. Avar.ce has worked with existing 

organizations to make relevant continuing

high school education. Avance siblings 

and parents are also qualified to receive 
college assistance with books and tuition. 
JOBS, JTPA and additional public and pri­

vate sector funds are needed if Avance 
parents and/or children wish to pursue a 
job-training track rather than a ttend college. 
Transponation, child care and a social 

supportnetworkarecriticalto the transition 
out of welfare dependence. Moreover, the 
business community must be involved and 
ready to make jobs available to peooieafter 

training, which must be oriented toward 
employment with decent wages and ben-

child "teams7' were followed 

each year for two years at two 
program sites. Control grouos, randomly 
assigned at one site and matched at the 
second site, were also employed. Upon

gram. Avance has also located itself in 
numerous elementary schools where it of­
fers parent education focusing on the older 

cr.-u and the parent's responsibilities and 
rign.ts in theschoois. For older children, the
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Avance Family Intervention Model for Hard-to-Reach Families
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Strengthening the Economic .and Social Viability cfthe Family

child;

• Berr.oreencournging

12 - WINTER;993 NATIONAL CIVIC REVIEW

• 43 percent of children who gradu­
ated were attending college;

• 57 percent of mothers who had 
dropped out seccred a GED; and

• 64 percent of mothers hadattended 
college or a technical program.
(One additional parent who participated in

• Use more develop­
mentally appropriate speech 
with the child; and

... AVANCE LINKS paradel activities. 
Regarding continuing 
education:
• Upon graduation from the 
parent-education program, 

twice as many program par­
ticipants elected to continue 
their education by enrolling 
in continuing education 
ciasses than did the control 

group.
Seventeen-Year Reunion 

Survey. In 1991, Avanceheld 
a 17-year reunion of its first 

uating class. Of the 31
women who graduated that 
first year. 23 were located and 
gathered together for a cer­

emony.

• Provide more devel­
opmentally appropriate toys;

• Be more positive in 
interacting with the child;

• Initiate more social 
interactions with the child;
. • • Usemorecontingent
praise with the child;

• Soend more time 
teaching the child;

• Talk more with the

.-'.•.ancc program mc:.::crc 
'reported:

• More nurturing atti­
tudes toward the child;

• More opposirion to physical pun­
ishment;

• Enhanced view of seif as the child's 
teacher;

• Increased sense of parental effi­

cacy;
• Increased parental knowledge and 

skills;
• Increased knowledge and use of 

community resources; and
• Increased knowledge of contra­

ceptive methods.
Program mother-child dyadic interaction ocas 
marked by.

• Enhanced mutual enjoyment of 
the activim;

• Mutual responsiveness and turn­
taking; and

• Parriciparion in joint tamer than

GVPTTVE, 

MOTIVATED 

INDIVIDUALS 

WITH NEEDED 

SERVICES — 

PROVIDING THE 

ADDmONAL 

SUPPORTS OF 

CHILD CARE AND

TRANSPORTATION gr

— TO BUILD 

PARENTING AND 

WORK SKILLS...

of the child's verbalizations. 
.-.'.ancc program mothers

Tnose 23 women 
were joined in their atten­
dance o f the A vance program 

by 32 children. Information on the attend­
ees' educational attainment was compiled. 
Ninety-one percent o f the mothers entering 
the Avance program in 1973 had dropped 
out of school. The data collected at the 
reunion indicate the program served as a 
catalyst for these families to continue their 
education. As of 1991:

• 94 percent of children who attended 
Avar.ce had either completed high school, 
received a GED or were still attending high 
school;



NURTURING THE FAMILY

ENDLONG

CHANGE AND

Avance provides periodic eaucar.on.

are supplied at no cost to porridpacns

national cr/ic review WINTER 1993 • !3

EFFECTING

POSITIVE 

OUTCOMES.

WITH THE 

NUMBER OF 

PEOPLE SERVED, 

'...AVANCEHAS 

EMPHASIZED

training insr.rutes for individuals and orga­
nizations washing to observe the program 
mode! and ieam more about its unique 
strategies and philosophy. As president of 
Avance, the author speaks throughout the 
county and is involved in numerous locai. 
state and nancnal initiatives related to 
promoting polices that strengthen and 
support families.

Avance has been featured three times 
in TrxNeu; YcrkTimes, riviceinBusfness Week, 
in riieAt!£ir.:ie.'Monthly, and on ABC World 
News Tonight and Good Morning.America. 
Avance has been visited by Prince Charles 
of Wales, twice by former First Lady Bar­
bara Bush, and by the First Lady of Mexico. 
Mrs. Salinas de Gotarri. Avance was also 
cited as one of ten national model programs 
for family literacy in First Teachers, a book

charged with evaluating Avance's effec- 
tiveness: they evidently did notunderstand 
or trust the program's non-traditionai ap­
proach. Avance held steadfastly to those 
elements of its program that it considered 
most important Less concerned with the 
number of people served, the cost per unit 
or existmg categorical funding, Avance has 
emphasized enduring change and effecdng 
positive outcomes.

Avance embraces the philosophy that 
people can change, that they need opporru- 
nities to help themselves and their famiiies. 
and that they should be treated with dig­
nity and respect. Support services must be 
both accessibie and affordable. For that 
reason, the Avance centers are located in 
ven' low-income neighborhoods. Services

Avance's first program year f FSI CONCERNED 
was located in 1992; she had
received her GED, was work­
ing, and her son was attend­
ing college.)
Avance's Achievements

. The Avance program
is one of the oldest and largest
family-support and educa­
tion programs in the nation,
and one of fe’. v such programs
that has been evaluated for-
maily. The program offers
viable solutions to many of
the social and economic
problems plaguing this

nation's ci

published by the Barbara Bush Foundation 
for Family Literacy, and as a Collaborative 
Model Program by the inspector General's 
Office. Avance was part of the national

documentary entitled 
"Scared Silent Exposing and 
Ending Child Abuse" for its 
successes in preventing child 
abuse and neglect The pro­
gram was also featured in an 
international documentary ■ ' 
entitled "TheCreadveSpiric'' 
for its creative solutions to 
some of our thorniest socai 
problems. 
Important Program 
Characteristics 

Avance was built on the 
existmg knowledge base of 
early childhood and parent 

It evoived to become a more
prcver.ave, comprehensive, Integra five.and 
continuous system of service deliver.’ for 
ail famriy members. Early on. the program 
struggled with funding agency’ personnel
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Strengthening the Economic and Spoal Vubtuty of the Family

Mumcpai government has

pporting families, bur it

services directly. Municipal

the lead in mobilizing the resources neces­
sary’ to address issues of do vertv, neighbor­
hood by neighborhood.
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insu
should not be in the business

Conclusion
Policies must be adopted at the fed­

eral, state and local levels to enable and 

encourage inter-agency collaboration in 
low-income communities. Existing non­
profit initiadves with proven records of 

successatreaching high-risk tamiiies should 
be supported, enhanced and expanded.
Competent and dedicated individuals who 

want to launch nonprofit family centers 
should be encouraged to receive training 
from exisdng programs and assisted in 
forming 5ul(c)(3) nonprofit organizations 

to prov.de needed services to the most 
vulnerable families in their communities.

organizations. When trans­
ferred from the nonorofitsec- 

*
tor, such services become too 
fragmented and bureaucratic 
Municipal governments

ships and builds trust with 

people who are predomi­
nantly single. on welfare, who 
dropped out of school, and 
typically exhibit depressive 
symptoms. These are the in­
dividuals who traditionailv 
have been neglected by most 

municipal sendees. The 
strength they bring to the 
program, however, is their 
love for their children and their desire to see 
them succeed. This has been their initial 

motivation to attend the nine-month pa­
renting program. That participation posi­
tions Avance as the lead agency in their 
lives and the window through which car­

families, except for their in-kind contribu­

tions related to making toys and volun­
teering in the day care centers.

A significant element of Avance's 
program is the practice of hiring those indi­
viduals from the community who gradu­
ated from the parenting program. Program 
graduates are encouraged and assisted in 
obtaining a high schooi education and 

pursuing college. They have thus become 
community role models, projecting a suc­
cessful image of good parenting and com- 
mitment to education and worthwhile em­
ployment.

Helping parents to raise their chil­
dren through parent educa­

tion has been the core of
Avance's program. The pro­
gram establishes relation-

PROGRAM

GRADUAIo ARE a ver?’ irrPorant rcie t0 Piay

EXCOL-RAGED

AND ASSISTED IN ceiiver.ng family support

OBTAINING A

HIGH SCHOOL

ticipar.j and their families access other 
existing health, mental health, nutritional, 
soda!. educational, literacy, and job training 

services.

governments should not du­
plicate, compete with or

EDCGATlON AND ehmmate ^5 nonprofit

PURSUING

COLLEGE

should assist with funding, in-kind sup­

port, program evaluation, and the promo­
tion of collaborative partnerships. They 
have an important role in rallying the 

community to create a common vision for 
helping those members of the communitv 

that neea services most. Thev should take
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AVANCE: A RESPONSE THAT WORKS
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n San Antonio, Texas, babies and their 

families have been making news — 

from The New York Times to newspapers 

in Texas and in between and beyond — in 

a program that is taking action to turn crisis 

into progress. Twenty-one years ago, a 

young first-grade teacher was appalled that 

the schools and the community had given 

up on so many Hispanic children. Gloria G. 

Rodriguez, a member of the Carnegie Task 

Force on Meeting the Needs of Young 

Children, was herself a child of the poor 

barrios. She decided that to give these 

youngsters a fair chance, their nurture and 

education had to start at the very beginning 

of their lives. Parents would have to be 

trained to be their babies’ first teachers.

With the help of the Zale Foundation in 

Dallas and a determined door-to-door 

search in a housing project to recruit moth­

ers and fathers, Rodriguez, now its presi­

dent and chief executive officer, founded 

Avance. In 1973, she began her campaign 

with fifty mothers; today, with help from 

local communities and other foundations, 

including Carnegie Corporation, Avance 

operates forty-six centers and has expanded 

to Houston and the Rio Grande Valley.

Each year, Avance serves 5,000 individ­

uals, largely in the Mexican American 

community but increasingly also reaching 

out to poor African Americans. It educates 

parents, primarily mothers, even before 

their babies are born. It teaches them the 

fundamentals of caring — health, nutrition, 

cleanliness, and patience. More than any­

thing, it teaches self-esteem, encouraging 

poor, often destitute, women to dream. 

Many of its trained staff members are 

themselves Avance graduates.

Gloria Gonzales, the manager of the 

Avance center at San Antonio’s Mirasol 

housing project, recalls that, sixteen years 

ago, she was an Avance client. She studied 

for. and got, her high school diploma, and 

went on to college, majoring in child devel­

opment. Her own two daughters are now 

twenty and twenty-nine years old.

“Avance told me to dream,” she says, 

“and everything I dreamed came true for 

me and my children.”

Another center manager, Rita San 

Miguel, came to Avance as a teenage 

unwed mother without parenting skills. She 

knows now that she was a child trying to 

raise a child. Avance taught her how to 

read to the toddler and help him develop 

his skills, along with her own. Then, she 

waited for nine years before having a sec­

ond child in a stable marriage.

Directly or implicitly, the parents (working 

fathers are urged to attend classes at night) 

are taught values, ranging from respecting 

each other and their children to those cited in 

talks by representatives of such organizations 

as Planned Parenthood to discourage 

unwanted pregnancies.

“If children don’t get values from their 

families,” says Rodriguez, “they get it from 

the gang or the media.”

At the Lincoln Courts (housing project) 

Center, two- to three-year-olds are proudly 

showing off their home-made policemen’s 

hats. They pretend they are cops working 

out of a home-made police station, and they 

talk with their teacher-volunteer about a 

policeman’s duties and how the officers 

can be the children’s friends. At previous 

sessions they had been letter carriers or 

fire-fighters or even doctors working out of 

a toy hospital. Some toddlers sit in the 

library area looking at picture books.

A seven-month-old is asleep in a crib 

while his mother, a former school dropout, 

attends college. At latest count, 60 percent 

of the mothers who started in the Avance 

program have gone on to get their high 

school equivalency diplomas. Eighty per­

cent of the staff are Avance graduates.

Typically, in the Avance program, the 

mothers or mothers-to-be of babies and 

toddlers meet for three-hour sessions at 

centers in housing projects or schools. 

They learn, says Rodriguez, about child 

growth and development, and about chil­

dren’s physical, emotional, social, and cog­

nitive needs. Their average age is twenty- 

three. At horseshoe-shaped tables, they 

make toys for their children — dolls, 

books, hobby horses. Round pillows, with 

one side showing a sad face and the other 

side a happy one, are the mothers’ and chil­

dren’s favorites.

Making their children’s toys is also a way 

to learn how to play. “These women,” says 

one of the supervisors, "could not teach their 

children how to play because they never 

played when they were children.”

Toy making gets the women to talk to each 

other, moving them out of their isolation. 

While they often did not even know their 

neighbors in the housing projects, they now 

see themselves as part of a community.

In other classes, the women may listen to 

a lesson about discipline or nutrition or a 

baby’s need to be hugged and talked to, or 

they may be shown how to use a library, 

how to select books to read to their children 

or just to look at pictures with them. Moth­

ers without, or with limited, knowledge of 

English are taught English-as-a-Second- 

Language.

Sharon Gamble Padia has four children, 

ages fifteen, nine, two, and seven months. 

She is currently working toward an Associ­

ate of Arts degree in English and Spanish 

and hopes to become a translator. In 

Avance, she says, “we learned to sit down 

with the children, make time for them.” 

Proudly, she adds that all her school-age 

children are in classes for the gifted.

While a twenty-nine-year-old mother was 

studying English, Victor, her two-year-old 

son, happily involved in a play group next 

door, was already fluent in English. The 

youngsters often act as interpreters for their 

parents. “The kids are like little sponges,” 

says a teacher. “They soak up learning.”

To check up on the mothers’ progress, 

Avance staff members visit the parents at 

home at least four times a year.

Whenever possible, the role of the father 

is stressed. If the men work, special meet­

ings are held for them in the evening. On a 

recent Tuesday night, a strapping day 

laborer said he was the father of eleven 

children but he was studying for his high 

school equivalency diploma and hoped to 

make it into college. It would make him a 

better husband and father.

The Avance course lasts from September 

until May. At the end, mothers and young­

sters don white academic caps and gowns 

for a formal graduation ceremony. The 

two- and three-year-olds bring their 

favorite toys their moms made for them. 

They sing two songs, one in English and 

one in Spanish, and get a picture taken in 

their resplendent academic regalia.

“Maybe one day,” says Rodriguez, “they 

will want another cap-and-gown ceremony at 

graduation from high school or college.” ■
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greeted with much enthusiasm. People want to learn to 
be good parents.

In South Carolina, the Resource Mothers program 
has been linking pregnant teenagers with experienced 
mothers who live nearby since the early 1980s. The older 
women meet with the younger women before and after 
the baby is born, to teach them basic skills like bathing, 
changing, and feeding, and also to demonstrate construc­
tive ways of interacting verbally and nonverbally with 
young children. The teens also receive counseling about 
the effects of substance abuse during pregnancy and in­
formation about child safety and development.

Resource Mothers has already had an impact both in 
improving the health of babies and in reducing the in­
cidence of child abuse, which is often triggered by par­
ents’ not knowing how to cope with the demands of 
child rearing.The program is supported by state and fed­
eral funds for maternal and child health care and by 
Medicaid.

In San Antonio,Texas, a program called Avance began 
teaching basic parenting skills to fifty mothers in 1973. 
By 1994, the program was serving five thousand individ­
uals in the Mexican-American communities in San An­
tonio, Houston, and the Rio Grande Valley. Operating in 
public housing projects, elementary schools, and through 
its own family service centers, Avance not only enlists 
project graduates to pass on the basic skills they have 
learned but offers classes in child development, English- 
language tutoring, and employment training programs as 
well.

Avance places a special emphasis on helping young fa­
thers connect to and stay involved with their children. It 
uses home visits to monitor the progress of young fami­

lies, keeping open the lines of communication as infants 
move into early childhood. The success of the program 
has been measured in the positive attitudes of the young 
parents it reaches, who learn that their responsibility as 
parents includes creating a more nurturing and stimulat­
ing environment for children. Avance recently received a 
state grant to build centers in Dallas, Corpus Christi, El 
Paso, and Laredo over the next few years.

While programs like Resource Mothers and Avance 
contribute greatly to the success and good health of par­
ents and their babies, there is much that hospitals can do 
to ensure that parents go home better equipped to cope 
with the demands of parenthood in the first place.

On a trip to the Philippines, I visited the Dr. Jos6 Fa- 
bella Memorial Hospital, in one of the poorest sections 
of Manila. Over the past decade, the hospital has kept 
newborns with their mothers, not in a separate nursery. 
In the maternity ward, dozens of new mothers lie in beds 
facing their babies. Mothers and their tiny ones learn 
each others touch, becoming comfortable together and 

starting to build a special intimacy.
The doctors and nurses at the hospital spend time at 

each bedside, patiently teaching mothers how to breast- 
feed.To my astonishment, I also saw one- and two-day- 
old infants, mouths pursed, sipping from cups. I learned 
that the hospital began training mothers who could not 
breast-feed to use cups once they discovered how diffi­
cult it was for poor mothers living in unsanitary condi­
tions to sterilize and clean bottles and nipples. It was 
much easier and simpler for them to keep a baby’s drink­
ing cup clean. With the money saved from closing the 
nursery, the hospital hired additional staff to teach basic 

parenting skills.
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Pursuing the Dream

Photographer Stephen Shames
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San Antonio, Tex.—Stephen Shames 
stands directly under a dangling pihata 
at the center of a crowd of jubilant chil­
dren and parents, calculating the exact 
angle from which to photograph the 
scene about to unfold. The crack of a 
broomstick against the colorful papier- 
mache figurine sets Shames’ camera 
aflutter as bits of candy from the demol­
ished pihata pour down over the chil­
dren’s heads amid shrieks of delight.

The scene is part of a holiday celebra­
tion for families at Avance, a commu­
nity' organization that assists low-income 
parents and their children. For Shames, 
the image is poignant testimony to a 
dream being fulfilled, a portrait of 
mothers, fathers, and children succeed­
ing against the odds.

Shames, 49, an award-winning photo­
journalist based in Philadelphia, has

A home visitor from Avance, a family-support 
and parenting program, is photographed by 
Stephen Shames as she shows a mother 
how to teach her child through games.

a

§
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HELENA CABRAL

A photographer follows families 

on an odyssey of hope

photographed subjects ranging from 
homelessness and drug addiction in the 
United States to guerrilla activity in the 
Philippines and violence on the West 
Bank.

Avance is one of several stops Shames 
has made along a two-year journey 
across the United States to document 
successful community programs serving 
disadvantaged youth and families.

The programs are the subject of a 
book and photo exhibit called Pursuing 
the Dream, a joint venture between 
Shames and the Family Resource Coali­
tion (FRC), a national network of family­
support and parent-education groups.

Funded by the Ford Foundation, the 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, 
Canon U.S.A., and Eastman Kodak, the 
project is a follow-up to an odyssey that 
Shames began more than a decade ago.
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Honolulu, work to get parents and com­
munities more involved in children’s 
education. For example, they encour­
age parents to take part in school activi­
ties and teach them how to teach 
reading at home. They also connect 
families to social services. The Foster 
Grandparent program in Portland, 
Maine, offers stipends to low-income 
seniors who serve as mentors to poor 
parents. The Institute for Responsible 
Fatherhood and Family Revitalization, 
a national initiative that began in Cleve­

land, Ohio, sponsors programs to 
strengthen bonds between fathers and 
their children and between parents.

Avance is one of a broad mixture of

early childhood programs that Shames 
has photographed. All are dedicated to 
helping poor parents build the skills 
and find the support they need to guide 
their children through the critical first 
stages of learning.

Founded in 1973, Avance serves 
more than 6,000 families each year in 
San Antonio, Houston, and the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley in Texas, with four 
more offices opening across the state 
over the next year.

The group, which takes its name

Both parents and children, like Dorita 
Martinez and daughter Ashley, received 
diplomas at an Avance graduation ceremony.

1 
I 

. I

ssembled in a book tided Out­
side the Dream: Child Poverty in 
America, published in 1991 by­

Aperture and CDF, the photographs 
earned Shames the prestigious Kodak 
Crystal Eagle Award for Impact in 
Photojournalism in 1992. They also 
gave the photographer a new mission: 
to break through what he describes as 
a persistent wall of cynicism and igno­
rance surrounding many of the nation’s 
families.

“When I talked to people who had 
seen the photos in Outside the Dream," 
Shames recalls, “over and over I heard 
the same helpless response: ‘It’s such a 
terrible tragedy, but yvhat can you do?’ 
I realized that it’s not enough to focus 
attention on a problem. You have to 
point people to solutions.”

Guided by the Family Resource Coali­
tion, which has a membership of more 
than 2,000 programs nationwide and a 
15-member advisory board, Shames 
found dozens of groups working in 

'r neighborhoods, from Portland, 
^ine, to Portland, Oregon. Each 

group takes a different approach to sup­
porting families. Some, like Girls, Inc., 
of Orange County, Calif., and Friends of

26 Ford Foundation REPORT/SPRING 1996
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In 1984 he was research­
ing child poverty when he 

tt Marian Wright Edel- 
.an, president of the Chil­

dren’s Defense Fund (CDF). 
She cited such appalling 
statistics as an estimated 12 
million children, approxi­
mately one out of five young 
people in America, living in 
poverty. Today that number 
has soared to nearly 15 mil­
lion.

From 1984 to 1989, 
Shames photographed fami­
lies in urban ghettos, bar­
rios, homeless shelters, and 
housing projects. His pic­
tures gave faces and names 
to Edelman’s statistics: a 15- 
year-old boy shooting heroin 
on a city rooftop, children 
sleeping in a car that dou­
bled as their home, a young 
girl huddled asleep on a motel bed 
as her parents’ quarrel erupts into 
violence.

the Children in Portland, Oreg., work 
directly with at-risk children through 
mentorship and after-school activities. 
Such programs have gained national 
acclaim for helping to deter teen preg­
nancy, drug use, and violence.

Other programs, like the Denver 
Family Resource Schools and the Par­
ents and Children Together program of

V7-" £

6iI wanted to find a way

to teach parents to be advocates and 

role models for their children. ”
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odriguez, who later earned a 
Ph.D. in early childhood devel- 
.opment, says she realized that if 

she wanted to see her students succeed, 
she had to start at the beginning of 
their education—with their parents. 
“I wanted to find a way to teach parents 

to be advocates and role models for 
their children,” she says, “to help them 
succeed in their most important role: 
their children’s first teachers.”

When Avance began in 1973, 91 per­
cent of the mothers in the program 
were school dropouts. A 1991 survey 
of the program’s first class found that 
50 percent of the mothers had earned 
G.E.D.s and 64 percent had attended 
college or a technical training program. 
Moreover, 94 percent of the children 
had either completed high school or 
received a G.E.D. diploma and 43 per­
cent were in college.

from a Spanish word meaning “to 
advance” or “to progress,” is considered 
a pioneer in parent education and in 
helping to deter child abuse, youth 
crime, and school dropout.

Operating in housing projects, com­
munity centers, and schools, the pro­
gram recruits mothers of young 
children and infants from poor, pre­
dominantly Hispanic neighborhoods 
for intensive nine-month parenting pro­
grams. The average age of Avance 
mothers is 23.

While their children are cared for in 
m-site nurseries, mothers attend weekly 

classes where bilingual instructors guide 
them through the stages of children’s 
social, emotional, physical, and cogni-

1

ailing incomes, deteriorating 
neighborhoods, and greater 
mobility among families have 

made the challenges to raising children 
in America greater than ever, saysjudy 
Carter, executive director of the Family 
Resource Coalition. Traditional support 
networks of relatives, neighbors, friends, 
and local institutions are less available 
to parents today than to previous gener­
ations. “The purpose of family-support 
programs is to recreate and strengthen 
those networks.” Carter says.

In Pursuing the Dream, Shames high­
lights those who are part of this effort. 
He spent several weeks at a time getting 
to know the staff and families in com­
munity programs and the neighbor­
hoods where they live and work.

It took three visits to San Antonio for 
Shames to see the full range of Avance’s 
rigorous program, from the first parent­
ing classes in September to mid-May, 
when both mothers and children don 
caps and gowns for graduation.

Among those he photographed was 
Armida Flores, 35, a mother of five 
and now a teacher in Avance’s Home 
Instruction Program for Pre-school 
Youngsters (HIPPY).

“He followed me everywhere,” says 
Flores, an immigrant from San Luis 
Potosi, Mexico. Looking for classes in 
English as a Second Language a year 
ago, she found them and much more 
at Avance.

After completing the program’s nine- 
month parenting course, Flores was 
teaching her four-year-old son basic 
learning concepts, like how to name dif­
ferent shapes and colors, before he even 
started school. She also began volunteer-
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five development. 
Mothers learn to make 
educational toys, 
including dolls and 
picture books, and dis­

cover ways to trans­
form everyday 
activities into learning 
experiences. On one 
day, a guest speaker 
might give a talk on 
nutrition or child 
safety, or a class might 
tour a local library. 

With frequent gath­
erings and workshops, 
the centers also offer 
mothers a place where 
they can socialize as 
they learn about avail­
able community 
resources. At home, 
they receive monthly 
visits from parent 
instructors who help 
them apply new 
lessons and measure 
their children’s 

progress.
Many Avance moth­

ers go on to study for 
General Education 
Development (G.E.D.) 
certificates and attend

college classes offered though the cen­
ters and local universities. Others enroll 
in job-training programs at local techni­
cal schools.

Gloria Rodriguez, Avance’s founder 
and president, is a former grade school 
teacher who lived part of her childhood 
in the barrios of San Antonio and later 
taught there. Rodriguez says she 
became frustrated at schools’ practice 
of labeling many poor students as fail­
ures or mentally deficient. “These were 
wot slow learners,” she says. “They were 
often bright individuals who were sim­
ply lacking basic skills that most of us 
learned in the home.”
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At Avance, parents learn how to make 
educational toys. Here Leslie Gutierrez 
shows her son Rudy a hand puppet she 
has just made.
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ing as a teacher’s aide at his Head Start
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SUPPORTING 

FAMILIES

The Ford Foundation's $300,000 
grant to Avance in 1994 is part of a 
broader commitment to funding 
organizations that support families. 
Other groups receiving grants:
■ AARP Foundation, $273,000, 

over three years, to assist its 
Grandparent Information Center, a 
national resource for those who are 
primary caregivers of their grand­
children. The funds are being used 
for outreach to grandparents in 
urban areas and to develop partner­
ships with local support groups and 
community social service agencies.
■ Families and Work Institute, 

$250,000, for the development of a 
network of service providers who 
increase the involvement of fathers 
in their children's lives.
■ Home Instruction Program for 

Preschool Youngsters, $48,000, and 
Parents as Teachers, $46,000, to 
'xplore collaborations between

;se two national programs. The 
nrst focuses on paraprofessionals 
working with families with very 
young children, the second on 
older children and home visitors 
who help parents become their 
children's first teachers.
■ Minnesota Early Learning 

Design (MELD), $75,000, for replica­
tion of a peer self-help program 
serving parents during pregnancy 
and their children's early years.
■ Joint Center for Political and 

Economic Studies, $1,101,000, to 
support efforts by the Institute for 
Responsible Fatherhood and Family 
Revitalization to replicate a model 
responsible fatherhood program in 
five community-based organiza­
tions around the country that pro­
vide services to families.
■ Family Resource Coalition, 

grants totaling $366,000, for the 
coalition's African-American and 
Latino caucuses, which assist or-

tizations serving these under- 
.ved populations.

their husbands, and homeless families 
would drift back to the streets,” he says. 
“What they lacked were people willing 
to help them deal with many problems 
and stick with them over time.”

At Avance, parents keep close ties to 
the program for years, and the benefits 
they reap are often redirected back into 
their neighborhoods. As mothers and 
fathers learn to be better parents, says

gatherings among the men and their 
children. Irma Martinez, a home­
provider for the elderly, is working

clothing. Eventually, the couple was 
able to negotiate a contract with the 
city’s housing authority to run a mainte­
nance service.

Along the way, Luz became a regular 
at Avance’s evening classes for fathers, 
where he says he learned to communi­
cate better with his wife and children 
instead of turning his back when things 
got difficult. Luz was voted Avance’s 
Father of the Year in 1994 and regularly

Preliminary results of CCDP, which 
program. Soon Flores was training other ended last year, showed that out of the

105 families in San Antonio who partici-Avance mothers. As a hippy instructor J .... -
she says, “I show mothers how to read to pated in the program, more than half 

had increased their incomes by almost 
one-third.

Luz and Irma Martinez are two par­
ents in the program who overcame a 
number of obstacles. Three years ago, 
they lost their house when Luz, a 
roofer, was injured on the job. Avance 
helped the family get back on its feet by 
referring it to services that provided 
housing, disability benefits, assistance

vance builds on values that are
already ingrained. The notion
.of extended family or com-

padrazgo (“coparenthood” in Spanish) is
nurtured constandy. Families work in
groups, share advice, and help each
other when problems arise. Avance has helps organize meetings and social 
also formed a variety of partnerships—
with Head Start programs, housing
projects, school districts, universities,
and other institutions—to help families toward her G.E.D. at Avance. “My hus-
in communities weakened by lack of

opportunity and isolation address such
problems as poor housing and job skills
and substance abuse.

“What is so good about a program
that offers so much is that there are 

never;
goals,” says Nora Alejandro, 30, an
Avance graduate who went on to earn
an associate’s degree in child develop­
ment from San Antonio Community
College and become an early-childhood
case worker at Avance. “If you need a
ride, we will give it to you, if you need

their little ones and play with them so
that they are always learning and using
their imagination.”

The transfer of skills from parent to
child is what makes community-based,
family-support programs distinct from
traditional programs, says Shames.
Rather than criticize or lecture parents,
he observes, programs like Avance
build on their strengths. Working
closely with case managers, parents take with utility bills, and extra food and 
an active role in setting goals. Many
graduates of family-support programs
eventually join the staffs as parent edu­
cators, day-care helpers, or volunteers.

band and I are like a team now,” she
says. “We do everything together and 
everything we have, we share.”

For Shames, such families presented 
a sharp contrast to those he met during 
his earlier work on Outside the Dream. 

any excuses for not reaching your Although many of those he photo­

graphed were poor because of events 
beyond their control—a job loss, a per­
sonal tragedy, or a prolonged illness— 
many had received little or no support 
from social service agencies. Occasion­
ally, Shames recalls, a family he met 
would seek help for such immediate 

someone to watch the kids while you go problems as physical abuse or lack of 
to class, someone is there. It feels good housing. “But eventually, battered wives 
to do things for yourself and to be able would have no choice but to go back to 
to give something back.”

Avance’s combination of public and 

community resources with parental ini­
tiative is one reason it was selected in
1989 as one of 24 sites in a five-year.
Comprehensive Childhood Develop­
ment Program (CCDP), a federal
demonstration that integrated a range 
of services to help low-income parents 
become more self-sufficient.
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Avance encourages the development of 
children's creativity. Here Jose and Fernando 
Vargas act in an Avance-sponsored play.

Rodriguez, many join local organiza­
tions such as Parent Teacher Associa­
tions and Neighborhood Watch groups. 
By their actions, says Rodriguez, Avance 
parents stand out.

One Avance graduate told Shames 
that after her teenage son’s teachers

and, on a good day, an abundance of 
natural light—but Shames uses them 
with the precision and intensity of a sur­
geon, carefully scrutinizing every ges­
ture, line, and shadow.

Through Shames’ lens, the quiet 
drama of children and parents succeed­
ing can be found in the simplest of 
scenes: a family reading a book together, 
a father working on a truck engine with 
his son, a mother transforming a tin can 
into a decorative toy as her children 
look on in awe.

To those who have grown up inside 
the American dream of a living wage 
and a fair chance, says Shames, such 
images may seem “everyday.” “But for 
anyone who has witnessed the obstacles 
the poor face every day just to get to the 
point where they can spend some time 
teaching their kids,” he says, “these pic­
tures speak volumes.”

The book version of Pursuing the 
Dream, which is due to appear in 1997, 
will contain detailed descriptions of 
Avance and other featured programs 
and an essay by noted editor and author 
Roger Rosenblatt.

1

throughout his career, Shames 
has learned the immense power 
of photography to move people 

and create positive change. His 1981 
photographic essay on child prostitu­
tion in New York City’s Times Square, 
for example, prompted the mayor to 
take action. The city later revised its 
police programs to help stop the prac­
tice. A Newsweek magazine photo by 
Shames of juvenile offenders in adult 
jails in several Tennessee counties

informed her that he was having trou­
ble in school, she asked for permission 
to “shadow” her son, sitting in on each 
of his classes. The experience, she says, 
helped her to better understand her 
son’s needs and to work more closely 
with him. “Avance fosters that kind of 
involvement,” says Shames.

etween 75 to 150 of the photos 
will appear in a national educa­
tion campaign and a traveling 

exhibit. Accompanying brochures will 
advise on ways to improve local commu­
nities.

Shames likens his current project to 
President Franklin Roosevelt’s Farm 
Security' Administration in the 1940s, 
which used the work of such photogra­
phers as Walker Evans, Dorothea Lange, 
and Arthur Rothstein to illustrate how 
Americans were coping with the Great 
Depression. “The FSA pictures really 
defined an entire era of courageous 
people fighting the odds to survive,” 
Shames says. “It was the sheer humanity 
of those images that helped transform 
attitudes and moved people to action.”

Shames’ hope is that Pursuing the 
Dream will have the same effect. “When 
people see these photos,” he says, “I 
want them to understand that there is 
something we can do as a society to help 
families do a better job.

“I know there are answers out there,” 
he adds, holding up one of the camera 
lenses he has used throughout his jour­
ney. “I’ve seen them with my own eyes.” ■
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this project is to communicate a very 
different, almost spiritual message,” 
Shames says. "It s a message about 
redemption, rebirth, and real love.”

Of the more than 100,000 photos he 
has taken so far for this project, the 
ones that best conveyed that message, 
he says, were taken when parents and 
children in family-support programs 
were out of the classrooms and commu­
nity centers, putting to work the skills 
they had acquired.

To capture such moments. Shames 
says it is essential to build rapport with 
his subjects. Dressed in blue jeans and 
sneakers, Shames will engage shy chil­
dren and leery parents in a game or a 
conversation, or join them in an outing 
before setting to work. “I think it’s true 
that you capture people’s souls on film,” 
he says. “They really have to trust you to 
let you into their lives. People open up 
to me because I let them know right 
away what I’m doing and why.”

His tools are few—a camera slung 
over each shoulder, deep pockets filled 
with rolls of film, three or four lenses.

helped draw attention to the practice, 
which was later outlawed by the state 
legislature.

Shames says that after so many years 
of documenting the problems of society, 
he found Pursuing the Dream his most 
difficult undertaking. “The challenge of
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH IN GTO N

August 2, 1996

Dear Friends:

With my best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Hillary Rodham Clinton

And speaking of women of achievement — I know you will join 
me in thanking my dear friend, Roberta Ramo, for a job well done.

To Rosemary Barkett, who has served our nation with commit­
ment and great distinction on the state bench for years, and now 
continues her record of achievement in the US Court of Appeals.

I'm delighted to send greetings to everyone gathered for the 
Margaret Brent Women Lawyers of Achievement Awards Luncheon. I 
wish I could be there with you.

First, let me salute the Commission on Women in the 
Profession and Laurel Bellows for your leadership in advancing 
the concerns of women lawyers. This year's report, "Unfinished 
Barriers," clearly illustrates the need for continuing efforts on 
the part of all sectors in the legal practice to achieve a better 
professional environment for women.

I also want to applaud the choice of Madeleine Albright to 
be your keynote speaker. Ambassador Albright's foreign policy 
expertise is recognized and respected around the world. She is 
an eloquent voice for international justice and human rights — 
and I was especially proud to represent our nation with her at 
the United Nations 4th World Conference on Women in Beijing.

And to Beryl Levine and Niva Miglionico whose 
accomplishments are well known. You have our gratitude and 
congratulations.

Pat Schroeder, who as a trailblazer in the Congress has 
traveled where no one else has gone and in so doing has achieved 
much progress, especially for women and children. With her wit, 
courage and intelligence she has been an inspiration to all of 
us.

I want to congratulate the awardees — several of you are 
longtime friends. Congratulations to Lynn Schafran, with whom I 
served on the Commission. Lynn has worked tirelessly for the 
cause of true equality for women and we are all in her debt.
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BALTIMORE, Feb. 4 — Jerome J.

August in Orlando.

Shestack

Lawyers and the

-more-

Corrimunicalioni Group/
Division for Media Relations 

and Public Affairs

JEROME J. SHESTACK, PHILADELPHIA LAWYER, IS NOMINATED

TO BECOME AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT-ELECT

740 15th Street, N.W
Washington, D.C. 20GC5

202/662-1000 202/662 '099 |Fck)

AUG 01’96

ASSOC

Shestack, a partner and head 

of the Litigation Department of the Philadelphia law firm of 

Wolf, Block, Schorr and Solis-Cohen, today was nominated to 

become the President-Elect of the American Bar Association.

Shestack's nomination will be presented to the ABA House of 

Delegates, its 538-member policy-making body, when it convenes in

If elected as President-Elect by the House of

Contact:Maureen B. Collins
Phone: 202-662-1091
E-mail: mcollins2@attmail.com

750 N Loire Shore Drive 
C1" cago. Illmon 60611

JI2/988 5002 312/988 5865 (Fox) 

10:407-939-0030

RICAN BAR
11:1? No.003 P.02

I A T I O N

ABA

/Ift A M E

Delegates, Shestack will become President in August 1997, during 

the ABA Annual Meeting in San Francisco.

The ABA is the largest voluntary professional association in 

the world, with a lawyer membership that reached above 374,000 in 

1995, along with 40,000 associates and Law Student Division 

members. The president is the official spokesperson of the 

organization and presides over the ABA Board of Governors.

A nationally recognized trial and appellate lawyer,

is a fellow of the American College of Trial

American Academy of Appellate Lawyers.
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SHESTACK Add One

Shestack has held

Judiciary, which makes

judges.
on the ABA's Board of

Governors end chaired the Board's Program and Planning connittee.

past chair of the

(

of the United Nations.

-more-

to support legal

Corporation.

Carter and Bush

Under President Carter he was the U.S.

Ambassador for Human Rights to the

Commission and launched the

disappearances under

(

United Nations Human Rights

U.N. Working Group to investigate 

repressive regimes. During the Bush 

administration, Shestack served as a member of the U.S. 

delegation to the Moscow Conference on Security and Cooperation 

and as a connissioner of the Presidential-Congressional

Commission to Improve the Effectiveness

He is a founding member and past chair of the Section of 

Individual Rights and Responsibilities,

Standing Committee on Legal Aid and Indigent Defendants, and past 

chair of the Commission on Mental and Physical Disability Law.

As past chair of the Standing Committee on Legal Aid and Indigent 

Defendants, Shestack helped establish the ABA’s Pro Bono Center. 

He also initiated the first ABA committee

services and helped start the Legal Services

Shestack has served in both the 

administrations.

numerous leadership positions in the ABA 

and for six years was Pennsylvania's state delegate to the ABh. 

He was a member of the ABA's standing Committee on Federal

recommendations to the President and the

U.S. Senate on the qualifications on all prospective federal 

From 1992 to 1995, Shestack served
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In the international arena, Shestack chaired the

International Bar Association Standing Committee on Human Rights, 

and has served as an informal advisor to the State Department on 

the International Criminal Court, since 1981, he has chaired the 

International League for Human Rights and served on the Executive 

Council of the American Society of International Law.

Shestack also participates in a variety of community

activities. He has served as chair of the University of

Pennsylvania Press, the American Poetry Center and as vice-chair 

of the Free Library of Philadelphia.

He has taught at Northwestern Law School, Louisiana State 

University Law School and the University of Pennsylvania Law 

School. An author of more than 30 articles for law reviews and 

journals, Shestack has written numerous monographs including ones 

on Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson and Francis Scott Key.

Shestack is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania 

with a degree in economics. After service on an aircraft carrier 

in the U.S. Navy, he received his law degree from Harvard law 

School, where he was president of the Harvard Law School


