


























LEONE 18 A MICROCOSM

DEVELOPED WORLD: THE

THE UNCHECKED SPREAD

THE GHOVJING PERVA-

was tied up and robbed at
gunpoint 1n the ambassador's
residence. After university
students 1n the Ivory Coast
caught bandits who had been
plaguing their dorms. they
executed them by hanging
ures around their necks and
setting the tires on tire. In one

IERRA

OF WHAT 18 OCCURRING instance lvorian policemen
stood by and watched the

IN WEST AFRICA AND “necklacings,” afraid to inter-
vene. Each time | went to the

MUCH DF THE UNDEH- Abidjan bus terminal. groups

of young men with restless,
scanning eyes surrounded my
taxi. putting their hands all
over the windows. demanding
“tips” for carrying my lug-

WITHERING AWAY OF

CENTRAL COVERNMENTS gage even though [ had only a
" rucksack. In cities in six West
African countries | saw simi-

THE RISE OF TRIBAL AND
lar young men everywhere—
hordes of them. They were

REGIONAL DOMAINS,

like loose molecules in a very
unstable social fluid, a fluid
that was clearly on the verge
of igniting.

“You see.” my friend the
Minister told me, “in the vil-
lages of Africa it is perfectly
natural to feed at any table
and lodge in any hut. But in
the cities this communal exis-
tence no longer holds. You
must pay for lodging and be invited for food. When young
men find out that their relations cannot put them up, they be-
come lost. They join other migrants and slip gradually into
the cniminal process.”

“In the poor quarters of Arab North Africa,” he contin-
ued. “there is much less cnime, because Islam provides a so-
cial anchor: of education and indoctrination. Here in West
Africa we have a lot of superficial Islam and superficial
Christianity. Western religion is undermined by animist be-
liefs not suitable to a moral society, because they are based
on irrational spirit power. Here spirits are used to wreak
vengeance by one person against another, or one group
against another.” Many of the atrocities in the Liberian civil
war have been tied to belief in juju spirits. and the BBC has
reported, in its magazine Focus on Africa. that in the civil
fighting in adjacent Sierra Leone, rebels were said to have “‘a
young woman with them who would go to the front naked.
always walking backwards and looking in a mirror to see
where she was going. This made her invisible. so that she

OF DISEASE, AND

SIVENESS OF WAR.

46

could cross to the army's posttions and there bury charms
... to improve the rebels’ chances of success.”

Finally my triend the Minister mentioned polygamy. De-
signed for a pastoral way of life. polygamy continues to
thrive in sub-Saharan Africa even though it is increasingly
uncommon in Arab North Africa. Most youths | met on the
road in West Africa told me that they were from “extended”
families. with a mother in one place and a father in another.
Translated to an urban environment. loose family structures
are largely responsible for the world's highest birth rates and
the explosion of the HIV virus on the continent. Like the
communalism and animism, they provide a weak shield
against the corrosive social effects of life in cities. In those
cities African culture is being redefined while desentification
and deforestation—also tied to overpopulation—drive more
and more African peasants out of the countryside.

A PREMONITION OF
THE FUTURE

EST Africa is becoming the symbol of worldwide

demographic, environmental. and societal stress. in

which criminal anarchy emerges as the real “strate-
gic” danger. Disease, overpopulation, unprovoked crime,
scarcity of resources, refugee migrations, the increasing ero-
sion of nation-states and international borders, and the em-
powerment of private armies, security firms, and interna-
tional drug cartels are now most tellingly demonstrated
through a West African prism. West Africa provides an ap-
propriate introduction to the issues. often extremely unpleas-
ant to discuss, that will soon confront our civilization. To
remap the political earth the way it will be a few decades
hence—as I intend to do in this article—I find I must begin
with West Africa.

There 1s no other place on the planet where political maps
are so deceptive—where, in fact, they teil such lies—as in
West Africa. Start with Sierra Leone. According to the map, it
is a nation-state of defined borders, with a government in con-
trol of its temmitory. In truth the Sierra Leonian govermment, run
by a twenty-seven-year-old army captain, Valentine Strasser,
controls Freetown by day and by day also controls part of the
cural interior. In the govemment's territory the national army
is an unruly rabble threatening drivers and passengers at most
checkpoints. In the other part of the country units of two sep-
arate armies from the war in Liberia have taken up residence,
as has an army of Sierra Leonian rebels. The government
force fighting the rebels is full of renegade commanders who
have aligned themselves with disaffected village chiefs. A pre-
modem formlessness governs the battlefield, evoking the wars
in medieval Europe prior to the 1648 Peace of Westphalia,
which ushered in the era of organized nation-states,

As a consequence, roughly 400,000 Sierra Leonians are
intemnally displaced. 280,000 more have fled to neighbonng
Guinea. and another 100.000 have tled to Liberia. even as
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