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A Chance to Put Children First

lot of peopls In this city profesa

to be champions of children. Sen.

Mike DeWine (R-Ohio), an
earnest, unpretenuous. conservative
flest-termer is the real thing. He is
pushirig a bill that gives :hlﬁmna break
under the (nfamous Family Reunification
Act that is responsible for so many
grotesque returna of children to
dangerous familias. -

“He's a tiger,” says Rep. Gearge
Miler (O-Calif.) who, with the best
Intentioas in the warld. sponsored the
original Family Reunification Act in
1980, but who now feels that DeWine's
revision is appropriate in a post-crack
world. He protesta his bill is not
responsible for the injuries and deaths
that sometlmes result, “it's the stupidity
of people interpreting it,”

Wine's intarest goes back to his -
days as » junior proaecutor in Ghio,
Later, as leutenant goveroor, he was in

* charge of the state’s juvenile justice
system. He wae appalled by the almost
casug) dispatch of children to bad
hamea. He would ask a sacial worker
the reason and be told, “We hed to, it's
the federal law.”

Actually, the law mandated
“reasonable efforts” to reunify the
family, Reasoa has long since
disappeared from the equatioa, Social
warkers and Judges are so under the
sway of reunification that they close
their eyes to the history of pareots and
dafinc afamily as a single mother on

Whu seems to matter to social
workers and Judges is a compliant
sttitude. A mother who killed her baby
but filled out all her forms correctly,
attended perenting classes cegularly and
never gave anyoné any saucg is in a
good way to get a child back, Every
mother la Mother Machree to some
family xdvocates. Their philosophy
seema decived from the headquarters of
the Hallmark Greeting Card Mother's
Day unit rather than firsthand
observation of total irrespoaalbility.

A leading expert on child abuse,
Richard Gelles of the University of
Rhode [sland—he is the author of "The

Book of David”, the story of a baby kllled:

by its mother, while child welfare
workers wrung their hands—aays that
social workers like anyone “who Isn't
yelling st them and teying to kill them,
They mistake compliance for real
change.”

Two recent cases of family
reunification should be raising the
capital's consciousness on the Issue.
The father of 11-year-old Robert °

Willlams sllegedly punchbed the boy,
causing his strengulation. [n the other.

" B-yesr-old Richard Holmes was bound

hand and foot by his father and his
girlfriand, was gagged with duct tape
and tethered to his bed for some 22
hours. The father had abused him 28 a
baby, but the judge overiooked that and
the social workers sedulously ignored
the complaints of teachers who reparted
bruises and other evidence of violence,
The scenc was Montgomery County,
which ig one of the 10 richast in the

country and has unusually weleducated |

social wockers, An official repart
exonerated them. !

DeWmeuynhedoeantkmw:lhlabuu

wotld have saved Robert and Richard.

He ia the father of eight, and so prochid -
that he keeps an entire shelf of Dr, Seuss

books in his affice. The trouble, as he
sees it, ks that “we as a society have got
to stop wurTyng about the parents and

focus on our lids. We have got to changa

tha culture. My bill will change attitudes,
1 hope. It makes the welfare and salety of
the child the paramount isgue, pot the
emphasls on saving the child, not the
famly. It will take awsy sny excusa for
sodlal workers or the Judge to find
sutamatically in favor of the famdly.”

DeWine’s bill recently salled through .
the House as part of the Camp-Kennelly
Adoption Promotion Act, which passed
by 4186 to 6. its praspects in the Senate,
howeaver, are not briliant, A competing
bill, which has large sums for unification
efforts, has preference. Sen, John H.
C!u!ee(R-R.I)lsaw-cwuoro(lhe
Safe Adoption and Family-Environmaent
Act, and he has domain over the
Environment and Public Works
Committee, No oce wishes t0 allanate
him. He and hia c-eponsor, Sen. ‘Jay”
Rockafeller (D-W,Va.), have let it be
known that they wish thelr bill to take
precadance over the House measure.
—Fintend-to be very aggremive and
obnoxious until [ get thia done, | don't
know how," says DeWine.

In 8 wall-run world, his views would
prevall. He merely asks to give children a
chance to be children, to be watched over
and taken care of, But the wocd “famlly*is
such a taliaman in U.S, politics that
politicians leap to salute whenever they
hear it. But they ought to think of the cost
of putting the burden oa children, They
ahould not have to be sacriflced to polish
the egoe of parents who want soclety, or
their cirele, to think of them as fit pasents.
Children shouldn't have to suffer to
redeem the reputationa of people who
don't treat them right,

Tuurspay, May 8, 1997
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system

urgently needs reform

The reality of foster care was
brought home to Bill and me
when we met a teen-age boy at
the White House this winter. Bill
asked him where he was from.
“Fairfax County,” the boy:said.
When Bill asked where in the
county, the boy shrugged and an-
swered, “All over.”

Because of the complex reg-
ulations, outdated assumptions,
and understaffed and over-
whelmed agencies of our child
welfare system, many children
spend their formative years shut-
tling from one foster home to an-
other. Today, even children lucky
enough to find adeptive families
will have waited an average of
three years or more in a series of
temporary homes.

But that can change. The Sen-
ate and the House of Represent-
atives are both considering bills
that will take important steps to-
ward making sure that no child
languishes in foster care.

Currently, a child’s case can
drag on for years in the foster
care system as authorities make
repeated attempts to reunite a
child with his or her biological
parents. Often these parents, for a
variety of reasons, are unable to
change the behavior that caused
them to lose their child in the
first place. If either bill becomes
law, “reasonable efforts” to re-
turn a child to his or her family
would not be required in extreme
cases such as torture, abandon-
ment or physical or sexual abuse.
Court hearings to determine the
placement of a child would be re-
quired within 12 months — in-
stead of the current 18 months —
of his or her arrival in the foster
care system. To make clear their
purpnse, these hearings would be
renamed “permanency planning
hearings.”

As a children’s advocate and
lawyer who has represented par-
ents and children in their strug-
gles with the foster care system
for more than 2S years, I believe
these steps are long overdue. In
1973, I wrote an article about
children’s rights under the law,
specifically their rights in family
situations that pose serious
threats to their health and safety.
Even a few years ago, some con-
sidered this view controversial.
Critics suggested that by support-
ing a child’s right to a loving fam-
ily, I advocated giving govern-
ment more power to break up
biological families and giving
children the right to bring trivial
disputes with their parents —
such as bedtime or who takes out
the garbage — to court.

Thankfully, that erroneous in-
terpretation of my views has
given way to a new bipartisan
consensus around the idea that
protecting our children from
harm and working to provide
them with permanent, loving

- country to bring about the

families — even when that may
entail separating them from their
biological parents — should be a
priority of our child welfare sys-
tem. Finally, we are recognizing
that there are parents who will
never be able to care for their
children. And, in order to secure

.a foster child’s well-being and sta-

ble development, we as a society
have the responsibility to decide
as quickly as possible whether a
child can return home safely.
Many of the provisions in the

- House and Senate bills reflect

recommendations made in Adop-
tion 2002, a report prepared by
the Department of Health and
Human Services in response to
the president’s directive to iden-
tify the barriers to adoption and
double the number of children
placed annually in permanent
homes by the year 2002.

Over the years, my husband
has dedicated a great deal of time
and energy to improving foster
care and promoting adoption. As
a result of the administration’s ef-
forts, it is now illegal to deny or
delay an adoption simply because
the prospective parents and child
are not of the same race.. And last
year, the president signed into
law a $5,000 tax credit.to help
families adopt children.

Federal leadership is crucial,
but it will take the commitment of
people from all corners of our

sweeping change our child wel-
fare system requires. This week,
T’ll be speaking at a national con-
ference on adoption and child
welfare reform sponsored by the
W.K. Kellogg Foundation. The
conference will bring together
business and religious leaders,
policy-makers, elected officials,
judges, child advocates, and fos-
ter and adoptive families to dis-
cuss strategies tq reduce the
number of waiting children and
limit the time a child spends in
foster care to no more than one
year.

The Kellogg Foundation has
been working to reform child
welfare systems in 11 states and
localities. Last year alone, the
foundation helped find perma-
nent families for 7,000 children.
This was possible because the
foundation worked with churches
and mounted aggressive media
campaigns to recruit prospective
adoptive families. And it helped
child welfare agencies reform
casework procedures, consolidate
records and modernize data col-
lection methods so that no child
becomes lost in the system.

Now we must build on their
work. With thousands of children
leading transient lives in foster
care, we cannot afford any more
delays. We need to encourage
Congress to pass the best adop-
tion bill possible. Thousands of
innocent children are counting on
us.

&he Washington Times
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President Clinton yesterday en-
dorsed a sweeping plan to elimi-
nate soot and smog that would es-
tablish the toughest air pollution
standards in U.S. history.

Backyard barbecue grills and
lawn mowers might be forbidden
under the regulations, industry
groups say.

Speaking at a family conference
in_Nashville, Tenn.. Mr. Clinton
< s AL =y
aflexible, long-term approach to
meeting the new pollution limits.

Reaction from the business
community, however, was swift
and blunt.

“It's going to be tragic,” said
Harry Alford, president of the Na-
tional_Black Chamber of Com-
merce. “It's a sad day.”

Mr. Clinton acknowledged : the
new standards would be “some-
what controversial” but appealed

to opponents to hold their crit.-

icism.

_“Those who have opposed the
higher standards, I want to just tell
You, read the implementation
schedule, work with us,” he said.
“We will find a way to do thisin a

way that grows the American -

EPL”

From page Al

economy.”

He pledged to give states and
businesses time, flexibility and
technical support to meet the new
rules. The health of the nation,
particularly children, is at risk, he
said.

“We have to keep having a clean
environment if we want healthy
children,” Mr. Clinton said, noting
the rising incidence of asthma
among schoolchildren. “Children
with asthma don’t do very well in
school.” :
_His announcement follows crit-
icism at the Group of Seven sum-
mit in Denver, where Mr. Clinton
successfully blocked strong lan-
guage calling for global clean-air
standards.

The proposed U.S. regulations,
which would be the first in a dec-
ade, have been underfire since No-
vember, when they were first re-
vealed by Administrator Carol
Browner, head of the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency.

_ After the regulations are pub-
lished July 19, Congress will have
60 days to review them, and a bi-
partisan group already is working.
to derail the proposal. A 1996 law
designed to cut red tape also per--
mits “aggrieved” businesses or'
towns to sue to block the reg-
ulations from taking effect.

The standard would put hun-
dreds of counties and cities, in-
cluding the Washington region, out*
of compliance with the Clean Air’
Act and force states to impose
costly controls on emissions.

The plan limits ozone, an ingre- = “As important ‘as_the public:

dient of smog, to 0.08 parts per {health protections are, equally im- ;
million, compared with 0.12 parts portant is sensible, reasonable im-

per million now, and makes other+
changes to more accurately mea-.
sure air quality. The government:
also would regulate microscopic
soot particles that are 1/28th the
width of a human hair. Health ex-
perts say these particles become
lodged in the lungs and might be
more dangerous than larger parti:
cles already regulated. 3

It will be up to states and cities,
not the EPA, to decide how fhey_
meet the new standards, whether
restricting utility emissions, car’
exhaust, or the use of old lawn
mowers.

The move has split nearly every
constituency imaginable, includ-"
ing scientists, environmentalists:
and even local governments; none
agree on the need for or impact of:
the new regulation. "

Many states, particularly those
in the Midwest, say the new stan:
dards will damage economies by
pushing manufacturing compa-
nies, and their jobs, to other coun-*
tries where pollution standards-
are less strict. The U.S. Conference '

_of Mayors opposes the EPA plan.

. But some urban areas, espe-

“cially those along the East Coast,
. back the proposal because it would. .

bring Midwestern states under the ;
same pollution restrictions. Sen.
Alfonse M. D’Amato, New York Re- *
publican, yesterday pledged to re-
sist attempts to delay or weaken
the standards. Rep. John Dingell,
Michigan Democrat, vowed to
block the new rules.

“The administration has chosen
to ignore the legitimate concerns
expressed by ... nearly 80 Demo-
cratic members of the House and
several of the president’s own
Cabinet,” Mr. Dingell said.

Health groups claimed bipar-
tisan support for their cause and
were confident in their victory.

“The public still overwhelm-
ingly supports these standards, de-
spite this multimillion-dollar cam-
paign. They know the air is dirty,”
said Paul Billings, deputy director
of government relations at the
American Lung Association.

He dismissed claims that the
regulations would drastically alter
the suburban lifestyle as “scare
tactics,” saying technological ad-
vances will accomplish most of the
reductions. He noted the introduc-
tion of clean-burning gasoline and.
catalytic converters in recent
years.

“The public isn’t going to see
dramatic changes in the way they
live,” Mr. Billings said. “We’re go-
ing to see incremental changes,
and technology is going to carry
the day”

Mrs. Browner said the plan will
focly, on electric utility emissions
and will allow areas at least until
2004 to comply.

Because this is the first time the
EPA has tried to regulate soot, the
agency will spend five years just to
build a system to monitor the fine
dust. The plan includes an emis-
sions trading program, in which
states that exceed standards would
be able to sell their “pollution
credits” to other states.

plementation,” Mrs. Browner said *
yesterday. ;

Industry groups said the fight.
against the proposal is just begin-
ning. “I think you'll see an even

- larger coalition developing as

more and more people understand .
how ‘bad a decision this is,” said;

. Jerry Jasinowski, president of the

National Association of Manufac-:
turers. “The standards, if imple-
mented, would have a devastating .
effect on businesses and jobs.”

® Warren P, Strobel, traveling with
the president in Nashville, contrib-
uted to this article :
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Kevin Green, a Mississippi teen-
ager who grew up in foster care
and is speaking about it today in
Washington, might have found a
permanent home if congressional
reforms proposed this year were in
place during his childhood.

But those reforms are now on
hold because lawmakers have
“diametrically opposed” ideas
about how to fix the foster-care
system, top GOP aides said this
week.

Senate Majority Leader Trent
Lott, Mississippi Republican, has
asked senators with competing
ideas to begin forging a consensus
bill, his spokesman said this week.

The delay disappoints Republi-
can leaders, who hoped after a
416-S vote in the House on a foster-
care reform bill to get a quick, de-
cisive and bipartisan “win” on a
family issue by Mother's Day.

- Instead, they watched as the
House bill was derailed in the Sen-
ate, an industry-supported Senate
bill strangled on its budget-busting
price tag, and a third closely
guarded and possibly radical ap-
proach developed among Senate
conservatives.

. The current cease-fire — the
-first in several months of vigorous
behind-the-scenes discussions —
-pleases adoption advocates such as
Maureen K. Hogan, executive di-
rector of Adopt A Special Kid.

* As evidenced by the court-
ordered supervision of foster care
-programs in 22 states and the Dis-
‘trict, “the system is literally in fail-
-\ire, massive systemic failure,” she
:said. “For Congress to do a reform
-that’s anything less than a really
thoughtful approach isn’t just irre-
sponsible, it's immoral.”’

' Each year, some 600,000
_abused, neglected or abandoned
.children enter foster care. Most —
‘66 percent — are eventually re-
-turned home, but many repeatedly
re-enter the system and “lan-

ate struggles to adopt
w system of foster care

o

guish”

Critics say children get stuck in
foster care because states and
agencies receive per diem pay-
ments for each child in care. Un-
willing to give up the money, they
won’t give up the child — at least
for a few years, critics say.

In Mr. Green’s case, his mother
gave him to foster care soon after
he was born prematurely and
drug-addicted. She would have
terminated her parental rights
anytime, he said, but she didn’tdo
it until he was 16 — well past an
“adoptable” age in many-eyes.

As a result, he grew up in a suc-
cession of foster homes while-his
social workers tried in vain to re-
unite him with his mother.

Last year, he became one of
nearly 15,000 children to “age out”
of the fostercare system. He at-
tends classes, works two jobs and
lives on his own, thanks to the
moral support he got from one of
his foster :families and several
“independent-living” programs.

At 19, he’ knows that what he got
from the system wasn’t enough. “I
always really wanted to be adopt-
ed,” said Mr. Green, who will speak
at a conference sponsored by the
W.K. Kellogg Foundation.

Members of Congress have been
working all year to pass legislation
to promote the adoption of foster-
care children like Mr. Green.

At the heart of the debate is a
national policy that tells social
workers to make “reasonable ef-
forts” to reunite children with
their families — a compassionate
approach to handle families who
are only temporarily distressed,
child welfare advocates say.

The policy has unfortunately
forced too many children back into
unsafe homes, said Reps. Dave
Camp, Michigan Republican, and -
Barbara B. Kennelly, Connecticut
Democrat, who sponsored an
adoption-promotion bill that
passed the House in April with an
overwhelming vote of 416-5.

Committee Democrats have in-
. sisted that Republicans provide

wrote.

ompson prods GOP to comply in probe

giving them limited immunity

from prosecution.

Committee, said he wrote the letter
because the Democratic minority

complained that Republicans held

back key information from investi-
gators.

Sounding a warning to his.own
party, the Republican head of the-
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their documents without any dele-

tions.

. Mr. Thompson urged Mr. Nich-

olson to “permanently look into
this matter and ensure that RNC

compliance will be prompt and

complete.”

Senate campaign-finance inquiry

Meanwhile, Rep. Gerald Solo- '
mon, New York Republican and

chairman of the House Rules Com- |

Mr. Nicholson wrote Mr.

Thompson and the ranking com-
mittee Democrat, Sen. John Glenn

of Ohio, on June 11 that the GOP
organization tried to answer com-

 mittee concerns.

ts in re-

the records containéd ma- °

ral bokes.of documen

_spohse to a-Senate subpoena, but

ciated Press, Sen. Fred Thompson, ~
Tennessee Republican, demanded

The Republican National Com-
mittee sent Mr. Thompson’s panel

In a letter written June 11 and seve

has told the GOP national chair-
man not to shield “important
obtained Wednesday by the Asso- '

facts” from investigators.

mittee, demanded that President |
Clinton persuade former Demo-

many of

jor deletions,.

{

“How do you explain that the
U.S. government cannot locate
Charles Trie, but Tom Brokaw
can?” Mr. Solomon wrote, refer-
‘Clinton, Mr. Solomon asked that
Secretary of State Madeleine K.
Albright determine Mr. Trie's loca-

tion in China.

cratic fund raiser Charlie Yah Lin
Trie to return from China to testify
ring to an NBC News interview
with Mr. Trie. In a letter to Mr. ,

before Congress.

ammatory
rel-

he wrote.

/“Indeed, we invite the commit-
tée to pose substantive questions

rather than issue infl

Republican attorneys, he added,
‘were searching “every file” at Re-
warehouse in an effort to comply.

Only material “which has no
evance to the committee’s inves-

publican headquarters and at a
tigation” has been ‘deleted, he

comments to the media

ﬁson wrote the Repub-

l?

lican Party chairman at a time he's

On June 12, Democratic com-
mittee members blocked Mr.
Thompson'’s initial request to com-
pel testimony from 18 witnesses by

M. Tho

quired for the immunity, which

seeking Democratic support to
grant limited immunity to low- .
. level witnesses in the probe. At
least two Democratic votes are re- .
needs a two-thirds committee ma-
jority.

as others have done, Mr.
Thompson wrote Republican Na-

“With respect to witnesses, I

“complete cooperation” by the Re-
would also urge you to counsel

publicans.
shield important facts with broad

and specious assertions of privi-
Mr. Thompson, chairman of the
Senate Governmental Affairs

tional Committee Chairman Jim

your attorneys not to attempt to
Nicholson.

lege
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September 1972 Spence-Chapin Adoption Services, 6 East 94th

Street, New York City. Field Placement/First
year intermnship. Intensive counseling with
birth mothers, foster parents and adoptive
parents; liaison to community resources and
the schools; handled selected adoption
situations of a special nature (home studies,
analysis, working through feelings regarding
relinquishment by birth parents, and adoption
of children from varied cultural backgrounds) .
Full time employment after completion of field
placement (May to September 1973).

PUBLIC SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

Topics

related to:

Infertility

All phases of the adoption process
Anxiety

Depression

Employment pressures (i.e. ethics, stress management)
Addictions

Health problems

Marital discord

Eating disorders

Childhood trauma

Incest survivors

Speaking engagements:

Numerous workshops, meetings, and annual conferences of:

The North American Council on Adoptable Children (NACAC)
throughout the United States and Canada

American Adoption Congress Annual Conferences

Adoptive Parents Committee (APC), a New York/New Jersey
support group

Resolve, an infertility group

Stars of David, a support group of adoptive couples on the
multiple aspects of infertility, adoption and child
rearing

Families with Children from China

Concerned Parents for Adoption, a New Jersey support
group of adoptive couples on the multiple aspects of
infertility, adoption and child rearing



PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Clinical Diplomate, Fellow and Past First Vice President of the New
York State Society of Clinical Social Work Psychotherapists and
Past President of its Metropolitan Chapter; Clinical Diplomate and
Member of the National Association of Social Workers, Board
Certified Diplomate in Clinical Social Work, (American Board of
Examiners in Clinical Social Work). The Committee on
Psychoanalysis of the National Federation of Societies of Clinical
Social Work; National Registry of Health Care Providers; American
Orthopsychiatric Association; American Anorexia/Bulimia
Association, Inc.; Columbia University School of Social Work Alumni
Association; North American Council on Adoptable Children; Adoptive
Parents Committee; National Infertility Network Exchange (NINE);
The Resolve Infertility Group; Stars of David Adoptive Parents
Group; Concerned Parents for Adoption; Families with Children from
China; and Founding Member of Birthright, Inc.





























































