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Memo from Bella Abzug on President's State of the Union address

(including suggested language for inclusion in 1/23/96 State of Union
address and text of letter to the President 1/12/96)

Some basic background data based on article, "Who Killed the Middle
Class?" by John Cassidy, The New Yorker (late 1995 issue) that may b«
useful in addressing Middle Americans concerns, including the increasing
work responsibilities of women:

In 1993, according to Census Bureau, there were 53.2 million familie:
heaaded by married couples and 12.4 million headed by females, with no
males present. Between 1979 and 1995, according to U.S. Labor dept.,
median male worker saw his annual earnings tumble 11.5% from $31,317
to $27,716. Hourly wages of highschool graduates and highschool dropouts
fell by 14.7% and 22.5%, respectively.

With men's wages plummaeting during past two decades, married women

came under increasing pressura to enter labor force. In 1979 proportion of

families with children under 18 In which both families worked year-round
was less than one in five. By 1893 it had grown to aimost on¢ in three.
Twenty years ago, only 31% of all women with children under twa years of
age were in the labor force. By 19585, that figure had grown to more than

55%.

Twenty years ago, working women's wage gap was 59 cents on the dollar.
It has narrowed to about Z1%, partly because male eamings are
decreasing. Labor Dept. data {Consumer Expenditure Survey) show that
the typical American family is now spending almost half its incomc--
46.1% on housing, utilities and health care, compared with about a third of

its Income a generation ago.

From Wall Street Journal article (1/11/96) on Peter Hart poll showing
women favoring Clinton over Dole by an18% margin (54% to 36%)
compared with a male split (Clinton 459%, Dole 44%). Poll also showed
women (54%) more concerned with upholding sacial programs related to
education and poverty as compared with 37% of men and less concerned
about deficit reduction (19% of women, compared with 35% of men).
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Suggested language

One of the major accomplishments of our Administration was the leading

role our multipartisan U.S. delegation played at the UN's 4th World
Conference on Women last September. At that history-making gathering,
189 countries, including the United States, reached consensus on a
Declaration and Platform for Action dedicated to the empowerment of
women, including equality, social and economic justice and protection of

their human rights.

it addresses the status and needs of women and girls in all their
diversity and at every stage of their lives. In almost every country of the
world, including our own, women and girls are still denied equality of
opportunity in schools, in the work place, in the professions, science and
the arts, in public life and government. With increasing numbers of
women carrying combined heavy responsibilities in the home and at work,
they seek a sharing of responsibilities and true partnerships with men in
the family, in their private, public and working lives. And, with great
urgency, they seek an end to the ugly epidemic of violence and sexual
abuse directed against women, from chlldhood on, that deprives them of
safety in their homes as well as in tha streets and other public arenas.

That UN document is now being called a Contract with the World's Women,
and here in our own country we have the responsibility to translate its
promises into positive action. We need our own Contract with American
women, more than 7,000 of whom traveled from almost every state in the
Union to China, under conditions of great physical discomfort, to show
their concern. As the U.S. delegation said in its official report on the
World Conference on Women:

"The community of nations came together and addressed every area of
women's lives--as individuals with human rights; as' mothers, wives,
sisters and daughters with family roles and responsibilities; as workers,
employers, entrepreneurs and activists; and as leaders at the community,
national and global levels.

“It called for the empowerment of women, through investing in their
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health and education, eliminating violence and discrimination against

them, and ensuring their access to all levels of political and economic

life. The world concluded that women's empowerment is not simply a 2
matter of justice,it is a pragmatic necessity for the well-being and
advancement of families, communities, nations and the world."

To demonstrate our commitment to implementing this Contract with the
Id's women, | have set up an Inter-Agency Council on Women, headed by
Secretary Donna Shalala, in which representatives from every federal
department and agency are analyzing how thglr policies and programs can
ba related to the pledges made at the women's conference. We are
especially focusing on these issues: women's roles in the workplace,
including recognizing the real value of their paid, underpaid and unpaicl
work. The sharing of family responsibilities. A national effort by the
Justice Department to fight domestic and other forms of violence against
women by combining tough new federal laws with assistance to states and
localities in law enforcement, victim assistance, prosecutions and crime
prevention. | have also signed an Executive Memorandum directing all
federal agencies to train their employees- (those who aren't prevented
from coming to work)--about domastic violence and resources that are

available.

The Treasury Department has Introduced a Federal Microenterprise
lnitiative, designed to spotlight and assist the major role of women in
starting and conducting small businesses that are rapidly growing in

numbers.

The Department of Health and Human Services is acting on a range of
problems of concern to women throughout the life cycle, recognizing the
additional problems faced by women of low income and from ethnic and
racial Iminorities. We have a new initiative to reduce teen pragnancy by
50%, we have established a Governing council on Children and Youth. And
we are undertaking initiatives to address the growing incidence of lireast
and cervical cancer, the imnpact of povertyerelated diseases on women,
and a public policy agenda on HIV/AIDS specific to women, adolescents

and children,

In all these areas of concern, we look to the Congress to work with the
Executive branch to provide us with the laws, mechanisms, funds and



- e T W WELU 2 12024566244
NO. 596 PBBS. gpg

P
implementation needed to assure the female majority of our population ’
(539%) and our children, boys and girls, that we recognize our
responsibility as a rich and powerful nation to assure all our people that
their basic economic, education and health needs will be met. Social
safety nets must remain in place. We must rsject the war against women
and children living in poverty, the efforts to kill the affirmative action

programs on which women and minorities depend to get a fair break in
education and the workplace must be rejected.

And we must also act to affirm our credibility among the nations of the
world as the world's leading democracy. The UN Convention to End
Discrimination Against Women, a8 basic Bill of Rights, was signed by
President Carter more than fifteen ysars ago. It has been ratified by the
great majority of the governmants of the world. Today, the United States
remains the only major nation that has not ratified this Convention. ‘I hat
fallure rests with the U.S. Senate, and | call on the Senate to end that
insult to American women and our failure to accept our responsibilitins as
a world leader.

wWhi#

izatidhs, Aetworks,
gehdoil moverheft dodle- (>

M ey

4“2 bA:
~dfh 3

T, e gt 134n
oot -’}." o
R A






