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From: Jim Castelli Castelli Enterprises Inc. Fax:703-260-2033 Voice: 703-250^099 T6: Melanne Verveer Pagel of2 Monday,April 15,1996 4:40:18PM

Memo

1.

4,

5,

6.

For the pro-lifers, "partial-birth abortion" represents almost a last gasp, the magic 
"gotcha" they believe will turn public opinion their way, the reason they will claim that 
abortion will work for them In 1996 when it worked against them in 1992.

I think there's an added issue for bishops and Commonweal Catholics, It reminds 
me very much of the Carter campaign In 1976, Carter was so close to the bishops on 
every Issue that they really couldn't understand why he disagreed with them on 
abortion. Their logic saw a connection between abortion and the rest of the Issues and 
they thought his would, too. They took Carters position personally. I think they're doing 
the same thing with the President. They agree with him on less than they agreed with 
Carter, but still far more than they agree with the congressional Republicans. They can't 

After reading more reaction, having a conversation or two, and thinking about all of 
this, I have a few additional thoughts that I hope will be helpful.

Many people, particularly the "Commonweal Catholics" cited by Mary McCrory, 
see the veto as the President's caving in to pro-choice groups. Even press reports 
highlight the President's consistent pro-choice stand.

3 ,, Part of that change Involves the propaganda victory that rlght-to-lifers scored by
making "partial birth" abortion an Issue. Many people, obviously Including bishops, see 
this as "infanticide." The response goes like this: "Is there no abortion procedure that the 
President will oppose?" I think the President's statement answers this question, but It will 
continue to come up.

FROM: Jim Castelli
TO: Alexis Herman, Melanne Verveer, John Hart, Marilyn DiGiacobbe 
RE: More thoughts on the veto 
April 15, 1996

I read over the President's statement and the women's comments and I found 
them very persuasive. Instead of being on the defensive, the President and his 
supporters should ask rlght-to-lifers, bishops, etc., "What would YOU tell these women to 
do?"----------------------------------------------------  

2 I don't think the veto will change many votes one way or the other, but It has 
changed the climate of the President's relationship with the Catholic community. The 
one-issue people, pro-life or pro-choice, really don't have anywhere else to go In 1996, 
and that includes Ross Perot.



From: Jim Castelli Castelli Enterprises Inc. Fax: 703-250-2033 Voice: 703-250-3099 To: Melanne Verveer Page 2 of2 Monday, April 15,1996 4:42:04 PM

This leads me to several recommendations:

understand the President's position because of their own blinders, so they attribulte it to 
bad faith and outside Influence.

• "Dance with the one that brung ya." The Catholic strategy that helped 
elect the President will help re-elect him. It would be a disaster to try to 
make a radical change.

• "Safe, legal, and RARE." How many times do people have to throw that 
back at the White House before we see a comprehensive 
strategy/proqram to make abortion rare? ifs long past time. This is an 

Initiative that fits Into both the first and second-term agendas and it's 
time to move it to the front burner, and not just in a cosmetic way.

• "Nobody tells me what to do." The President should confront the view 
that he's in the pro-choice pocket head on. He should say that he 
resents having his sincerity challenged on this and say that nobody. 
Including pro-choice groups, tells him what to do.

• "We just disagree." The President should soell out areas where he 
disagrees with pro-choice groups. He should probably look for a visible 
Issue on which to disagree with them.

• "In Your Face." In 1992, Gov. Clinton Impressed people by talking to 
hostile audiences. He should defend his veto to a Catholic audience 
and critique the pro-choice movement before a pro-choice group.
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By Catholic News Service

Cardinal Law urged lawmakers to override the veto.

I 
/ lai 
[pr<

Los Angeles Cardinal Roger M. Mahony also condemned the president's 
action, comparing it to other "extraordinary attacks upon human life" such 
as the beginning of world wars and terrorist attacks.

Lawmakers did not add this broader exception, but the bill explicitly 
allowed the procedure to be performed to save the life of the mother.

The president struck down the bill in an emotional ceremony that 
included the testimony of five women who had undergone the procedure in the 
late stages of pregnancies they said involved fetal disorders.

"That he would make himself the herald of Hie 'culture of death' as we 
Christians celebrate the triumph of life in the resurrection of Jesus saddens 
me even more," he said.

The measure reached the president's desk April 5, after a bipartisan 
House vote approved the Senate version of the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act. 
The president had threatened the veto since February when he wrote to 
lawmakers asking for an amendment that would include an exception for the 
procedure in cases where the mother's health was in danger.

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Boston Cardinal Bernard F. Law, as chairman of the 
U.S. bishops' Committee on Pro-Life Activities, denounced President Clinton's 
veto of a bill banning the so-called partial-birth abortion procedure.

"I do so not only from the resources of our faith, but also as a 
citizen, who like millions of others, fears that this veto further imperils 
the human rights principles that have guided our nation for over 200 years," 
said the cardinal in a statement released shortly after the presidents 
action April 10.

In vetoing the bill, Clinton called the procedure a "potentially 
lifesaving, certainly health-saving" measure for "a small but extremely 
vulnerable group of women and families in this country, just a few hundred a 
year." 

in a vvcniM du mivu vvim vivivnw a^anidi viniuivu, n id

used to remove the brains, allowing for easier removal of the rest of the 
fetus.
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Other leaders and groups also condemned the veto.

Rep. Henry Hyde, R-Ill., chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, said 

"Thoughtfi.il Americans should keep this in mind as they ponder their 
choices on election day," he said.

Tf Bill Clinton's health' exception were incorporated into the bill, 
not one abortion would be prohibited," he said.

Washington Cardinal James A. Hickey urged Catholics and all Americans 
who respect life to ’' sit up and take notice."

”1 believe the American public will find this unacceptable," Canady 
said, adding that he intended to discuss with House leaders the possibility 
of taking up the bill again to override the veto.

"A partial-birth abortion blurs the line between abortion and 
infanticide, and crosses an ethical and legal line we must never cross," he 
said. "President Clinton now stands on the wrong side of this line."

" Although 71 percent of voters nationwide support a ban on 
partial-birth abortion ... today the president has shown himself to be 
uncompromising in his advocacy of abortion," said Rep. Charles T. Canady, 
R-Fla„ who introduced the bill in the House. He was citing results of a 
national poll conducted by the Tarrance Group that was released Jan. 18.

Tn order to pay a political debt to pro-abortion activists, President 
Clinton will allow' thousands of living, late-term babies to be mostly 
delivered and then painfully killed," said Douglas Johnson, legislative 
director for the National Right to Life Committee.

Bishop James T. McHugh of Camden, N.J., called the president's action 
horrendous and said it is "further evidence of his pro-abortion 
commitment."

luwiiipiclienslble iliui anyone wulU Knowingly suppoii sueli violence, 
particularly a president who has so often expressed concern for the welfare 
of our nation's children," said Philadelphia Cardinal Anthony J. Bevilacqua.

Rep. Chris Smith. R-N.J., said Clinton's argument that he could not sign 
the bill without a health exception was "phony."

z
Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole of Kan., who will undoubtedly be the 

Republican presidential candidate opposing Clinton later this year, said he 
was "profoundly disappointed" by the veto.
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In the wake of the veto, Benedictine Father Matthew Habiger, president 
of Human Life International, asked, "Has (the president) no conscience?"

Chicago Cardinal Joseph L. Bernard in said he was "deeply offended and 
bewildered by President Clinton's veto."

"For over 10 years, I have preached the importance of a consistent 
ethic of life.'" he said. This ethic serves as an intellectual framework and 
a motivation for action, but "also serves as an instrument for evaluating 
the service of our elected officials with regard to life issues, including 
abortion."

Supreme Knight Virgil C. Dechant, head of the 1.5 million-member Knights 
of Columbus, said it appears the president is "simply too beholden to his 
most extreme pro-abortion supporters to take even this very limited action of 
behalf of unborn children. We are all the losers."

"Catholic Americans will not forget in November that we need a 
president who will promote a respect for all human life," he said.

" It is not enough to say that one is opposed to abortion or to say that 
abortion should be safe, legal and rare," he said, quoting the president. 
"I regret to say that while I and my brother bishops are consistent, the 
president is not."

By this veto, the president did a great disservice to Catholic Americans 
"who will provide the pivotal vote in this year's elections," said Michael 
A. Ferguson, executive director of the Catholic Campaign for America in 
Washington.

the bill outlawed "a uniquely barbaric method of abortion," adding that he 
feared "a coarsening of our national conscience if we tolerate this form of 
torture."

He said it "positions the president on the extreme end of the abortion 
debale, and ... represents a serious political miscalculation."

John E. Curley Jr., president and CEO of the Catholic Health Association 
of the United States, said the presidenfs veto "represents flawed moral 
leadership that runs fundamentally contrary to the beliefs of an overwhelming 
majority of Americans."

"Clinton is nothing less than an accessory to murder," said the head 
of the worldwide pro-life group based in Gaithersburg, Md. "The president 
who promised to make abortion 'safe, legal and rare' is every' bit as guilty 
as the abortionist."
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" Editorials in Catholic newspapers also denounced the veto.

Not all reaction to the veto was negative, however.

President Clinton's action demonstrates the importance of a pro-choice

"Anyone who intends to speak or vote in favor of this president should 
be informed of what partial-birth abortion is," he said, "and about what 
Mr. Clinton has done to see that it remains part of American life."

Clarke D. Forsythe, president of Americans United for Life, a public 
interest law firm based in Chicago, said the veto "is likely to lead to the 
proliferation of this horrendous procedure for late-term abortions." 

An editorial for the April 12 issue of The Tidings, newspaper of the Los 
Angeles Archdiocese, said the veto was "a great disappointment to 
pro-lifers."

Father Frank Pavone, national director of Priests for Life, a pro-life 
network of more than 40,000 Catholic priests and deacons based in Staten 
Island, N.Y., said the procedure "is one of many proofs of how extreme the 
so called pro-choice’ movement is."

"There will be no quivering lower lip, trembling voice or tear from 
President Clinton over these innocent babies," said an editorial scheduled 
for the April 12 issue of The Pilot, newspaper of the Boston Archdiocese. 
"What a continuing disappointment he remains to the pro-life movement."

"This veto will isolate him from mainstream America and prove just how 
far left his policies are," she said.

"We applaud and commend President Clinton's veto of the abortion-ban 
bill and his strong commitment to women, families and the freedom to 
choose," said Kate Michelman. president of the National Abortion and 
Reproductive Rights Action League in Washington.

"What makes this setback different from others the pro-life movement 
has suffered during the past four years is that this time there are others 
who share pro-lifers' frustration and anger at the president's action," the 
editorial stated.

"Unlike most Americans, Clinton supports abortion-on-demand for all 
nine months of pregnancy," said Beverly LaHaye, president and founder of 
Concerned W omen tor America, a nationwide public policy organization based in 
Washington.
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Copyright 1996 Catholic News Service

Publication rights granted only to regular CNS periodical subscribers. Others 
may not publish, reprint, broadcast or otherwise distribute this material 
without special permission of CNS.

presidency in safeguarding reproductive rights against a Congress intent on 
returning women, step by step, to the back alleys," she added in a 

statement.



APRIL 12/ 1996

FROM:

Support for H.R.1833 VetoSUBJECT:

Betsy Myers
Judy Gold

These letters have been forwarded to Presidential Correspondence 
for appropriate reply.

Attached is an index together with copies of the support 
letters/statements we have received to date applauding the 
President's veto of H.R.1833. The index reflects, where 
appropriate, additional amplification efforts of the groups.

The women's community's support for the President's veto of 
H.R.1833 has been overwhelmingly enthusiastic.

MEMORANDUM TO LEON PANETTA
Alexis Herman
George Stephanopoulos
Melanne Verveer



American Public Health Association

Catholics for a Free Choice

Missouri Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice

National Family Planning & Reproductive Health Association

New Mexico Medical Group

NOW/Legal Defense and Education Fund

Letters of Support and other organized support for the 
President's Veto of H.R. 1833

American Association of University Women
(In addition to a press statement they are applauding the Veto in 
their alert that is sent to 150,000 members)

Center for Reproductive Law and Policy
(press release distributed and TV and radio intervierw scheduled 
all week)

American Medical Women's Association 
(distributing press release to 13,000 women physicians 
and medical students)

American Civil Liberties Union
(Supportive press statement as well)

National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League (NARAL) 
(distributed press release to over 100 outlets and 36 affiliates 
for distribution to local reporters)

NAF(National Abortion Federation)
(Press release, sample op-eds arranged television,radio and print 
amplification as well financing travel for the
patients/spokeswomen to take their stories on the road)

People For the American Way Action Fund 
(distribured press release as well to 300,000 member 
organization)

NOW-National Organization for Women
(NOW has 270,000 members who will hear of NOW's commendation of 
the President. In addition NOW is holding a march against the 
right in San Francisco for thousands of Women and one of their 
key note speakers will be Claudia Ades who met yesterday with 
the President)



Religious Coalition For Reproductive Choice

Republicans for Choice

Planned Parenthood of Central Oklahoma

Minnesota Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice

Planned parenthood of Chicago Area

Planned Parenthood Advocates of Michigan

Planned Parenthood of Central of Central & Southern Indiana, Inc.

Planned Parenthood of Louisiana, Inc.

Boulder Clinic,Inc.

Planned Parenthood of Stark County

Planned Parenthood of Central Texas

Planned Parenthood of Austin

Planned Parenthood Center of Syracuse

Planned Parenthood of Southeast Iowa

Planned Parenthood Center of El Paso

Planned Parenthood of Central NewJersey

Planned Parenthood of Western Washington

The Society of Physicians for Reproductive Choice and Health

Planned Parenthood of North Central Indiana, Inc.

Illinois Planned Parenthood Council

Planned Parenthood Association of Lubbock

Planned Parenthood Association of the Greater Peoria Area

Planned Parenthood of East central Illinois

Planned Parenthhod of Summit, Portage and Medina Counties

Marcy Love (founder of Personal Pac, Lead women in Republican 
Women for Durbin and Leading Republican Women for Clinton/Gore in 
1992)



Planned Parenthood of Low Country

Planned Parethood of Greater Iowa

Planned Parenthood of Northern Nevada

Planned Parenthood of the Susquehanna Valley

Planned Parenthood of Northwest Ohio

Marquette-Alger Planned Parenthood, Inc

Planned Parenthood of North East Pennsylvania

Planned Parenthood of North Central Florida

Planned Parenthood of Central South Carolina

Planned Parenthood of Oklahoma and Western Arkansas, Inc.

Planned Parenthood of San Antonio and South Central Texas

Planned Parenthood of North Central Florida

Minnesota Religious Coalition For Reproductive Choice

Voters for Choice, signed by Gloria Steinem

Gilbert Schroerlucke- a United Methodist clergyperson

New Mexico Medical Group

Women's Legal Defense Fund 
(press release in addition)

Sharon Bowers-one of the leading advocates for women in 
Charleston

Several Constituent letters were received as well. All of these 
letters have been forwarded to correspondence for a reply as 
well.

Kentucky Religious Community in Support of an Individual's 
Freedom to Choose

The Religious Community in Support of an Individuals's Freedom to 
Choose

C. Thomas Steiner-One of the leading Reproductive Rights 
Advocates in Kentucky
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April 11, 1996 '

Dear Mr. President:

l

Sincerely,

i
I

u/ - , L ; - - T M I M M k M .

Vicki Saporta
Executive Director

For months, we have worked closely with the families you met yesterday. They have told their 
stories to Senators, Representatives, legislators in their home states, and the media. Each time the 
pain is relived as they describe'their losses, but they, are willing to share their worst tragedies over and 
over again in order to help others understand. I am constantly inspired by each of them — their 
determination, their commitment, their willingness to put aside their own privacy, fears and grief to 
share their experiences in order to preserve safe medical options for others. These families have 
taught us all a tremendous lesson in love, in courage and in truth.

William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the. United States 
The White House •
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

As you so eloquently said, this is a bill that would put women’s health in danger and attack the most 
vulnerable of families at the most tragic and difficult times in their lives.- Your willingness to look 
beyond the political propaganda and the misleading drawings and sound bites, and hear the truth from 
these families demonstrated the true leadership that this country needs.

National

Abortion
F EDitAIlON

A *> A A 7 < V V 1

We look forward to continuing to work with you and your staff to educate the American people about 
the truth behind this legislation, the families it would have hurt, and the women whose health it would 
have jeopardized. You are a hero to these families and you are a hero to the hundreds of providers 
who put their lives on the line every day to make choice a reality for women. Once again, thank you 
for listening, understanding, and acting so courageously to protect women’s health.

i

It was an honor for me to join you at the White House yesterday for the veto of H.R. 1833. On behalf 
of the members of die National Abortion Federation, arid on behalf of the courageous families who 
came forward to join you at the veto yesterday, I would Tike to thank you for your tremendous 
compassion and leadership on this issue.

i
i

A 7 AA7 

TOTAL P.02

Executive VcU A. SopoAo FreiWent-llKt: Joon S. Coomb.

RocW PA IN. C«S>8orl.M.0. Morion Sodfccm MoricCon.Ho inxe M.0. C<rol« W., PM> Ho-Ux C. Jo-K. J,.. M.0.
SqzonM T, Poppens, MJ. Gey T. Pronto. M.D. iritowuM Mercy J.O. Anita WihM. M.S. Plomwd Po^ntbood Gokon; Julc Holle-rfin, CN.M.. N.P. 

■rirory Board: tans Woof. bq. T«Tyfe«fc<d Gtaoo Mmon-fcyd, fh.0. Mkhod 5. Bwnhd. M.O.. DM Jo. Podd Wn Odd Cwfd A. Oi™:. M.D. Worr-n M. Mem. M.O.. fh.O.. Mrs. Koye Mamwh. tN. wffltam t. rBerwo. M.D.

4 7 L 

APR-11-1996 17:3?

or 7 A A A Q



~ X «_» — O BKitLcrURTH WOLF 8, ASSOC 2027854-541u x ; o t►M C. JJ
P - 02 (

E

April 10, 1996Board of Directors

Dear Mr. President,

/

applaud you and again note the strong support of CFFC for your decision.

,z-''

V

/

1436 U Street. NW • Suits 301 • Washington, DC 20009-3997 . Tel 202-986-6093 • Fax 202-332-7995 . Email cffc®igc.apc.org

Vice President

Denise Shannon

President

Frances Kissling

I have just been informed that you are vetoing HR. 1833/S.939 today and 

I wanted you to know how strongly Catholics for a Free Choice and I 

personally support your decision. I read carefully your letter to the 

Congress outlining your views and appreciate the delicate balance 
between moral concern and respect for the law it demonstrated.

Abortion is both a legal issue and a moral one. In vetoing this bill on 

legal grounds while continuing to express your view that abortion should 

be safe, legal and rare you are providing great moral leadership. This 

view is consistent with that of the majority of United States Catholics . I

While Catholics for a Free Choice has not been active in lobbying against 
this bill, nor in the public debate, choosing instead to concentrate on the 

more significant question of the way in which laws which permit 

abortion respect the capacity of women to make good moral decisions 
about when and whether to end a pregnancy, we share your view that this 

bill is unconstitutional and want to express our respect for the couples 

who are faced with this rare and heart wrenching decision as well as for 

physicians who need the freedom to practice medicine without the 

Congress second guessing what is in the best interest of the patient.

Angela Bonavoglla

Silvia Cando

Stwphan Colllm

Mary Gordon 

Mary Hunt

Daniel Maguire 

Eileen Moran

Marysa Navarro-Aranguren 

Rosemary Radford Ruether 

Flora Rodrlguez Russel 

Marcela von Vacano 

Peter Wilderotter

Susan Wysocki

William J. Clinton 

The White House 
Washington, D.C.

AYHQMCS ron A race CMO>e^

r- Cl

I
I

I

I

I

Sjncerely,

Frances Kissling 
President
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April 10, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

organ!zations

As people or faith, we stand with women who

/

standing with them.

Sincerely/,

• • :
• .• •

* o’ ►-

CO.

pnorte ••

Fax#

tr»

•.

Serving Kentucky
and Southern Indiana 

Post-if Fax Note
Toi

Ca

Phone #

Fax# ~  

* Formerly Kentucky Keligloui Coalition For Abortion Rights

P.O. Box 452 • LaGrange, Kentucky 40031 • (502) 222-7940

American Humanist Association

American Jewish Committee
Lduisville Chapter

Board of Church and Society

Louisville Conference
United Methodist Church

The Cabinet of

the Kentuckiana Disciples Area
(Christian Church)

Catholics For A Free Choice

Coordinating Center tor Women

United Church of Christ

Council on Ministries

Louisville District

Untied Methodist Church

Council on the Status & Role of Women

Louisville Conference
United Methodist Church •*

Episcopal Women's Caucus

First Unitarian Church - Louisville

Justice for Women Committee

Louisville Presbytery

Presbyterian Church (U S A.)

Kentucky Methodists For Choice

Louisville Friends Meeting - Religious Society of Friends 

The New Jewish Agenda

Ohio Valley Unitarian Universalist District

Outreach Work Area.
Fourth Avenue United Methodist Church

Louisville

Presbytery of Louisville

Presbyterian Church (U.SA.)

Unitarian Universalist Church Lexington

Women of Reform Judaism, Federation 

of Temple Sisterhoods

for vetoing HR 1833,
77"* (his ugly bill was simply another

i to make 
women

i

Virginia Copenhefer
Coordinator of Board Activities
Ky Religious Coalition

i

President william Jefferson Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

On behalf of the 20 faith based organizations 
which comprise the Kentucky Religious
Coalition for Reproductive Choice. I thank you

the late term abortion

must make difficult decisions about unintended 
°r Problem.pregnancies and we thank you for 

’  , too.

bill.
attempt by the anti-abortion faction t„ 
abortion unobtainable for most American 
and it needed to ..be disposed of.

Oaw

From s

KENTUCKY RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE*

I
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fl Planned Parenthooc
Orange & San Bernardino Counties

FAX TRANSMITTAL

TO:

i

Jon Dunn. Executive DirectorFROM:

FAX: (202) 456-7311

PAGES: 1

DATE: April 10, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

I congratulate you on your efforts to safeguard women’s health with this veto.

Yours truly.

/

•n Dunn

1633 East Fourtn Street, Suite 184, Santa Ana, CA 92701 ❖ Phone 714-973-1733 ❖ b'ax 714-973-1409

President Bill Clinton 
c/o Judy Gold

On behalf of our clients, staff and Board of Directors, I would like to thank and commend you for 
having the wisdom and courage to veto the Late Abortion Bill. The tragedy of having to end a 
pregnancy, so near to delivery, should not be exacerbated by a politically constructed barrier to the 
one procedure that could preserve the life, health and fertility of that woman.

Our elected officials in Congress have been misguided in their elforts to curtail access to this 

critical medical procedure. You have demonstrated your compassion for the women who find 
themselves forced to terminate a late-term pregnancy. You have prevented a disastrous and 
unprecedented intrusion into the patient-doctor relationship.

i

I

i

i

s •• •.? J.
. • •VO ;
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choice dilation-and-evacuation bill!

I worked and
III CL A X J- ’C- — f ----- ------ — t

voted for your election in 1992 and, b^caune of your continued 
commitment to choice, plan to work and rote for you again this

year.

Marcana W. Love

/

Mrs. Norris Love
1175 Pelham Road 

Winnetka, IL 60093

Sincerely,

President Bill Clinton

The White House
Washington, D.c.

I
i

Dear Mr. President:

Congratulations and thank you for vetoing that horrible anti-

I 
!

I

As I said when I • met with you at The mite, louse In December, 
Republican Women must hear loudly that you : are t&j. pro-choice 
candidate in 1996, that you are the one who will protect their 
fundamental rights. I hope that your wiage which accompanies 
your veto will strongly emphasize those pointe.

I'm a life-long, fourth generation Republican.
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Ml.tMDER ORGANIZATIONS

CHRISTIAN... fx": AKAtj

202 628 7700

J xax 202 e>28 7710'

April 10, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

/

Sincerely,

rwc* OF the USA

AMUR ICAS HUMANIST ASSOCIATION

i

I
ICOSyTRMONTAVE NW

MORAVIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Northern PnnviNOH
COMMITTEE ON CHURCH ANO SOClI-.rr

TRESDYTERIaN Church (USA) 

National ministries division 
Womens mini.vihi.ijs

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Obviously, supporters of this bill suffer from partial compassion when it 

comes to tragic, untenable pregnancies. As you know, late-term abortions are 
rare and are most often are used in the case of a severely deformed fetus. In 

many cases. Intact D&E is the safest procedure, reducing risk to the woman’s 
health and leaving her able to get pregnant and give birth later.

On behalf of 38 national religious organizations, I thank you for vetoing HR 
1833, the so-called ‘Tartial Birth Abortion Ban.”

Religious people oppose bans on late-tcrm abortion because such bans 
interfere in women’s freedom to make morally and ethically responsible 
decisions. Who should decide what to do when faced with a tragic situation if 
not the pregnant woman, in consultation with her loved ones, her doctors, and 
her own religious faith? We salute you for taking a strong stand in solidarity 
with women and their families.

KECONXTRUCTIONIST movement 
FEURMAnON OF RECONSTRUCTION 1ST 

CONCREOATIONS ANO HAVUROT

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

genkhal board of Church and society 
CENF.RAI. HiYahii OH GlOUAL MINISTRIES 

WOMEN’S DIVISION

THE EPISCOPAL CHIIRI'H
WOMEN IN ML1S1ON AND MINISTRY 

Women for Social witness

khform movement
Union of American hmikijw Conoreoations 

women of Reform Judaism 
Till-. FIlliiRATION OF TEMPLE S«TF.kluXH>S 

North American FkiiHhation 
TAmri.u Yvutm

Women’s Rabbinic netwihir

ETHICAL CULTURE MOVEMENT 

American hthical Union 
Na nilNAI. .SimviCE CONFERENCE OF 

rm. American Ethical Union

other ORGANIZATIONS 

amijkican Jewish Committee. 
American Jewish Conoress 

Hadassah, wzua 
lAwtvH Woman Intcanationai. 

NaAmatUSA
NATIONAL COUNCIL Ol' JEWISH WOMEN

WOMEN’S AMERICAN ORT

JEWISH... 

CONSERVATIVE movement 
VKITFi, SVNAUVCUC OF CoHKEAVaTI VR JUOAiyM 

WOMEN’S LEaCUF. m» CONSERVATIVE Judalsm

CAUCUSES/0T1IER ORGANIZATIONS 

American Baptist WrrNijs ior choice 
flATtirv.iCF ivh a Faxr Choice 

Church of thu bkiiturun womaen’s Caucus 

discifles for ciiqiCu 
Episcofalurran caucus 

Efiscopai. women s caucus 
I.UTIIttKAN WOMEN’S CAUCUS 

■METHODIST FTJUUKATION FOR SOCIAL ACTION 

FUMlVnai.M AITIAMINO 
KEFROOIICTlvy OmONS

Goahiion
<ymteproauc

G.

i 
i

i

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

huaro tor Homeland Ministries 
CUOAOINATINO CCNTFA FOx WOMEN 

OFFICE FOR C.inikCll IN SOCIETY

ANO...
UNITARIAN UN-tVP.KSAI.IST 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCtATlOK

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST WOMEN'S FV4IURATION

Jtefeiousji: 
c0< ■

Ann Thompson Cook
Executive Director

SUITE 11.14 

HINCTO L

viivelW!
ihoicerk
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THE CENTER FOR REPRODUCTIVE LAW AMD POLICY

April 10, 1996
U4 WALL 4TR.LUT

n£w rum

NEW YORK UDOS USA
4

Dear Mr. President,21 2 / 514 - 5S J 4

it

*
t

Very truly yours.

Kathryn Kolbcrt

Had you allowed H.R.1833/S.939 to become law, it would have provided anti-choice 
forces with an opportunity to directly challenge the constitutional liberties guaranteed by Roe 
and affirmed in Casey. The statute was introduced as a legal vehicle to further erode the 
reproductive freedoms American women have relied upon for the last two decades.

JANIT RHNShfinn

Prtfiaeut

KATHRYN KOLDERT* 

Her President

We thank you, Mr. President, for vetoing this extreme and onerous legislation — you 
have upheld the Constitution and preserved the lives and health of the women of this nation.

President William J. Clinton 
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

R. Smii Qrvtahctid, 
Gin ent I

Attorneys at tire Center have been involved in nearly every abortion case decided by 
the Supreme Court since Roe v. Wade. I have personally had the honor of arguing two 
abortion cases before the High Court: Thornburgh v. American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, and Planned Parenthood v. Casey, the 1992 case that reaffirmed the central 
principles of Roc. that our Constitution protects a woman's right to decide whether and when 
to have a child. That case established the new "undue burden standard" as the test by which 
to measure the constitutionality of government restrictions on the right to choose abortion. 
I am also co-counsel for plaintiffs in Womert'j Medical Professional Corp. v. Voinovich, a case 
in which a federal court recently ruled that an Ohio law similar to HR 1833/S 939 is 
unconstitutional and a danger to th© public health.

I
On behalf of the Center for Reproductive Law and Policy, a public interest law firm 

dedicated to protecting and advancing women's reproductive freedoms, I am writing to 
applaud your decision to veto HR 1833/S 939 because it is patently unconstitutional and 
severely threatens women's lives and health. The purpose of this statute was to eviscerate the 
constitutional right to choose abortion and to deprive women of the ability to exercise their 
reproductive freedoms. Because the legislation subjects physicians to criminal penalties 
without fair warning of the prohibited conduct, it is unconstitutionally vague and would force 
health care providers to ignore their best medical judgment and the needs of their patients.

LVNM M. SALTAOV. 
liirerrai' Sprint

UOAR.O OF DlklXTORS 

MiircilJ. Must", dutlf 
Lpnn AU^acn

Rrxihdtif 
Mrttu BulTdt Biairk 

1^1 fij* 

Anne Cilchritt Ckiehcr 
A*m» W «.«•* 

Dr. Jmc Hodson

Prq/httar /I. Ldiv

JulId Sreil 
Dr, Sheldon J, Scrut

I

JANt'.T CREFFS' 

Wil C. GARTNER 
SIMON HFLLER 

ANIKA AAUMAN 
FR13C11.LA J, SMITH' 

Btalf Awmcyt

ELLEN R. GOSTZ 

Dun tor. Drvtlopmcut

ANDRHa Mri.i.FR 

Direetaf, Cdiliullvn 
did CdHUMuuicaliaui

RACK AF.V N. FINE 
Director, hiteruHtiondl

•Member f\nn. bar a.Jy 
IMcmLct Alaska ami Idaho 
Inr* <m|y 

^Member CJif. bar only 

® —

KHRH.A fUmx 
DiMtlor. Aiimtntslralion 

J
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Worncn's Legal Defense Fund
•* » » « ■“ *

April 11, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

i

Very truly yours,

/

I write to applaud you for your veto of H.R. 1833, the so-called "Partial-Birth 
Abortion Ban AcL" This bill is a dangerous piece of propaganda that runs roughshod 
over the Constitution. If it had become law, it would have significantly interfered with 
the ability of women and their doctors to make medically appropriate decisions regarding 
their care.

In the two decades since Roe v. Wade was handed down, those opposed to the 
right to choose have pointed to the potential for late-term abortions as a way to 
negatively influence public opinion against all abortions and move a political agenda 
restricting access to all abortion services. By focusing public attention on late abortions, 
anti-choice activists have attempted to exploit what is a rare and tragic occurrence to 
further their political and public relations agendas. H.R. 1833 is the most recent 
example of this type of propaganda.

As you so wisely recognized, late-term abortions are rare; they occur only for the 
most compelling reasons, such as situations where the fetus is seriously deformed or 
when the woman develops critical medical conditions late in pregnancy. For these 
women, terminating a pregnancy at a later stage may be the only solution. These women 
need our compassion and understanding. They do not need additional obstacles put in 
their way that make it more difficult, if not impossible, to carry out this intensely 
personal and agonizing decision. They do not need their doctors prevented from using 
the medical procedure their doctors have concluded is best to preserve their life, health 
or ability to bear healthy children in the future.

■251

it« 71ft ■ Wnshim-ton, nc MOD'H)l)9 ■ Telephone (202) 9R6-2600 a Fax (202) 9R6-2.S39

i

i

The heartbreaking stories and the courage of the women who stood with you 
yesterday make it clear why you were right to veto this legislation. You did what was 
necessary to preserve the lives and the health of America’s women, and we applaud you.

>4. Judith L. Lichtman
/;/ President 1

I

’5 Connecticut Ave., NW ■ Suite 71 j) ■ Wnxhington, DC
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April .11T996 .

Your
compassion -far families' ii

"family values

Sincerely,
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Yhank yciu for supporting families in difficult’times., I

i

i

J
i

I Wami L Pahl • . 
; Executive Director 
■h. •
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES union foundation

 n  K
National Heaaquarters 132 West 43rd Street New Yarit, N.Y. 10036

(213)344-9800 Ext. 764 Fax (212) 669-4302

April 10, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

/

On behalf of the American Civil Liberties Union’s Reproductive Freedom Project, I am '
• . ■ writing to thank you for your courage in vetoing H.R. 1833, the “Partial Birth Abortion s’an

Smc^rcly,

!

Ntwine Stnnsen O-es/rtan/ Ira Glasser Executive Director
KenneWi B. Clark C.Mir, Matic^.n Actvicory Cowvit

O. CoUivray Treasurer

 

Janet Gallagher

Director, ACLU Reproductive Freedom Project

President William Jefferson Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC 20500

■ i

i

Act. As you know, this legislation is an unconstitutional and dangerous intrusion into the 

private health care decisions of women and families facing crisis pregnancies. The American

people are fortunate to have a president willing to stand up for women’s health and the freedom 

to choose in the face of intense political pressure and propaganda.

i
i

WOMEN’S RIGHTS PROJECT
REPHODUCnVE ffitEDOM PHOJeCT

Ja.T« Gallacher
Jc«a<»cror
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APrii 3i^'-21rT^reet Lubbock, Texas 79410 (806)795-7123
i

Dear President Clinton,

Thank you for your support.

Yours;

i

TOTAL P.02

The White House 
Att'n Judy Gold 
Washington D.C.

I
I

I 
f

I

Planned Parenthood
Association of Lubbock, Inc.

Planned Parenthood of Lubbock wishes to thank you for your 
courageous stand for women's reproductive rights. We know, 
the dilemmas and hard choices women have to make when their 
pregnancies take a tragic turn. These decisions are medical 
ones that physicians and their patients must make.
Politicians who have little medical knowledge should not 
have the power of passing legislation that would make 
drastic and tragic changes in families' lives

Joe Love Nelson, CEO/
Planned Parenthood Association of Lubbock



O Planned Parenthood
of Western Washington

f

April 11, 1996

Dear Mr. President:

/

2211 East Madison Street, Seattle, Washington 98112-5397 * (206) 328-7734 • FAX (206) 328-7522

Z ZOVd ez:zt (nni) 96 . it 'HavaOOHINSHVd GiNNVqa

On behalf of our Board of Directors, I want to thank you for your veto 
yesterday of the D & X abortion ban.

Christine Charbonneau
President

Earlier this year, Tammy Watts came to Washington State to testify in 
opposition to a similar bill. Fortunately, the legislators who heard her realized 
how tragic these situations are, and that these pregnancies are very much 
wanted. The bill never came out of committee.

We are pleased that you listened and understood. You have the gratitude of 
many women in this country and their families.

The Honorable Bill Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House
Washington, D.C., 20500

EXECUTIVE STAFF 

Chriitinc Charbonneau

PrtMeiU

Lu Arendt

Mary Grinnell 

Judith McKoy, Ptl.D. 

Marilyn Knight 

Carole Williams

MEDICAL DIRECTORS 

Deborah Oyer. M.D. 

Sheldon Blbcclc, M.D. 

Keltic Burt. MD. 

Lawranee CroMan, M.D.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Patsy Campbell 

Suzanne duett 

Edwina Doncy 

Nancy Duncan 

Lillian Ebersole

EUubeth Hannley 

Ann Hayes

Cindy Hurd

Cynthia Johnson, MD. 

Leslie Koch

Alvin Llttlca 

Janice Ludwig 

Caroline MacColl 

Gordon Perkin, MD. 

Jeff Sakunu 

Joel Selling 

Bill Shaw

Teresa St Onge 

Janet Stanley 

Katie Ketchum Strong 

Laurie Tinker

OFFICERS

Jamea D. Young

Chair of the Board 

Regina Jones 

Richard Head

Jon MacLeod

/ j J

I

1

I

Sincerely,
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April 10, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

we

the Court in Planned Parenthood v. Casey. However, HR 1833 provided no exception for cases /

/

mi Sixteenth street n.w.. wasi itngton. dc 2oo.ia-4R7.i 202 7«s 7700 fax.- 202 8721125 tdd: 202 785 7777

TOTAL P.02

—;kie DeFazio
President

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500American

Association of

UNivERsny
Women

Sin^cly,

Again, thank you for protecting women's reproductive rights with your veto of this legislation 
aimed at eliminating a woman's right to choose. If you staff needs fiirther information on this 
issue, please call Nancy Zirkin, Director of Government Relations, at 202/785-7720.

Jackie DeFazio

I 
f

I

1

On behalf of the 152,000 members of the American Association of University Women, 
applaud your veto of HR 1833, legislation that would have banned a lat^tcrm abortion 
procedure without regard to a women's health or future fertility. Your veto demonstrates a 
compassion for women in these tragic circumstances.

The Senate passed a narrow life endangerment amendment, yet the bill was still fundamentally 
flawed. This legislation subjected physicians to criminal penalties, including jail. HR 1833 
was the first time that Congress criminalized an abortion procedure. Further, HR 1833 was an 
unprecedented intrusion by Congress into medical decision-making that ignored the physician's 
judgement as to what is in the best interests of his or her patient It was unwise and potentially 
harmful for Congress to interfere with professional medical judgements and outlaw treatment 
options that may best preserve a patient's health.

In Roe v. Wade, the U.S. Supreme Court recognized a woman's constitutional right to choose 
whether to have an abortion. HR 1833 presented a direct constitutional challenge to Roe v, 
Wade by selectively denying some women the safest medical procedure for legal abortion, 
regardless of the health consequences to the woman. In Roe, the U.S. Supreme Court 
established that, after viability, abortion may be banned as long as an exception is provided for 
cases in which the woman's life or health is at risk. This provision was explicitly reaffirmed bv 
_ _____ __________I TV .f « M _ **

in which the banned procedure is necessary to safeguard a woman's health.

Although very few abortions occur late in pregnancy, when the need arises women should have 
? access to the safest procedure for their particular medical circumstances. Women facing later 

term abortions because of health risks or fetal abnormality often wish to have children in the 
future. HR 1833 would have endangered women's health and seriously limited a women's 
future reproductive choices.
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Contact:Anne Pritchett, Director 

of Public Affairs and Government 
Relations 703/838-0500

For Immediate Release
April 10, 1996

i 
i

i

Alexandria, VA - The American Medical Women’s Association supports President Clinton’s 

veto of II,R. 1833, which would have prohibited physicians from performing a specific 

surgical procedure to terminate pregnancy. "Throughout the debate on the issue of abortion, 

AMWA has sought to protect the reproductive rights of American women and has opposed 

any legal requirements for medical or surgical care decisions," said AMWA President Dr. 

Jean Fourcroy. "We strongly support the principle that all medical care decisions should be 

left to the judgment of a woman and her physician without governmental restrictions placed 

on her physician’s judgment and without fear of civil action or criminal prosecution." 

E[.R.; 1833 would have dictated available procedures to be used by physicians rather 

than allowing physicians to use medical judgment to determine the most appropriate 

treatment for patients. "We hope that the President and members of Congress will ensure 

that there is no further erosion of the constitutionally protected rights guaranteed by Roe v. 

Wade," <iays Dr. Fourcroy.

"We cannot support any measures that seek to undermine the ability of physicians to 

make medical decisions. It is medical professionals, not the President or Congress, who 

should determine appropriate medical options," concludes Dr. Fourcroy.

Founded in 1915, the American Medical Women’s Association represents over 13,000 

women physicians and medical students and is dedicated to promoting women’s health. 

AMWA President Jean Fourcroy, MD, PhD, is a clinical urologist and holds clinical 

appointments at the Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences, F. Edward Hebert 

School of Medicine. Dr. Fourcroy’s accomplishments include serving as president of the 

National Council on Women in Medicine and National Council on Women’s Health as well 

as co-authoring a chapter for The Women’s Complete Healthbook.

I 
f

I

AMWA ENDORSES PRESIDENT CLINTON’S LEADERSHIP 
IN VETO OF H.R. 1833

ooi no n th 

medical women’s association

Representing Wbmen in Medicine Since IplS

KUITC 1OO • ALUXANDHtA, VIRGINIA U J H . T It L E f H O N r. (70 A) H.IH.njOO
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April 10, 1996

/

Dear President Clinton:

/

I

FMT/lmh

total p.02

President Clinton . 
The White House
Washingtdn, DC

I 
!

i
I

Fernando M. Trevino, PhD, MPH 
Executive Director

.015 Fifteenth Street NW 
Vashington, DC 20005 

!02/789-5500

Sincerely,

Thank you for expressing opposition to HtR. 1833. legislation banning 
certain late term abortion procedures, and for urging Congress to 
Include legislative protections for the life and the health of the woman. 
The American Public Health Association urges you to veto this bill 
because of the potential deleterious effects it could have on the health 
of American women.

tcerian PeHs: Health Association

APHA opposes this legislation because it prevents women from 
receiving medical care which ensures their safety and well-being. 
APHA recognizes that in certain cases when a wanted pregnancy 
results in a tragic outcome for the fetus or places the woman in harms 
way the procedure banned by H.R. 1833 may be appropriate. This 
procedure is used rarely but should remain legal and available to 
ensure that women who fe.ee life and health threatening conditions due 
to their pregnancies are protected and that their health is preserved.

The bill ■ passed by both chambers of Congress fails to include 
acceptable life exception language. As it reads, if any other procedure 

*’ is available, regardless of the risks or injurious long-term effects it 
could have on the woman, a physician is required by law to utilize the 
other option. This precludes a physician from employing the dilation 
and extraction procedure when it would prove less harmful and be 
more likely to preserve a woman's life and health.

We urge you to veto this version of the legislation and return it to 
Congress with a request for the inclusion of broader life exception 
language which truly protects the lives and health of American women. 

••
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fjjJ PLANNED PARENTHOOD®
II-' OF CENTRAL NEW JERSEY ■. I--/

April 11, 1996
Health Centers

/

Dear President Clinton:

Thank you for your courageous veto of H.R. 1833.

On behalf of the most vulnerable American women, we thank you.

t
Sincerely,

PK/pm

■ /

Administrative Office 69 E. Newman Springs Rd • P.O. Box 95 • Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 • Te! (908) 842-9300 •
Fax (908 1842-9338

-ft.. .
:• •/

Perth Amboy

215 Market St
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 
(908) 442-4499
(908) 442-7150 (fax)

The President of the United States 

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Freehold

800 West Main Street 
Freehold NJ 07728 
(908) 431-1717
(908) 431-4846 (fax)

Spotswood

407 Main Street
Spotswood. NJ 08884

New Brunswick
211 Livingston Avenue
New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
(908) 246-2411
(908) 246-0173 (fax)

Shrewsbury
69 E. Newman Springs Rd
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702
(908) 842-9300
(908) 842-9338 (fax)

■'"T-

Hazlet
Bethany Commons

1 Bethany Road 
Bldg, g 6, Suite 91 
Hazlet, NJ 07730 
(908) 888-4900

•j • •. •••■.

Phyllis Kinsler
Executive Director

...

.. i..

i

i

As you stated so eloquently in your veto message, families facing 
personal tragedies should not be used as pawns In a political debate. It 
is unfortunate that so many legislators lack the understanding and 
compassion to separate political rhetoric from private medical decisions.
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O Planned Parenthood®
" Center of Syracuse, Inc.

April 11. 1996 l

i

Extraction (D & X) bill yesterday. Your clearsighted uriderstanding of the threat posed by 
this attempted legislation to women struggling with tragic! circumstances in their third

Sincerely,

/

i

TOTAL P.02

i

We thank you for believing that a woman’s right to choose must be protected from the 
i !-- - - -— J _ ■
on abortion decisions seriously threaten a woman’s acces 
affordable reproductive health services.

I

i 
f

I

intrusion by? government into medical decisions. The repeated attempts to place restrictions 
" to a broad range of safe,

THE HON. WILLIAM CLINTON
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

!

i

i

trimester of pregnancy, was vital. When will our Congress stop using a woman’s right to 
choose a safe, legal abortion, based on caretui considerai&m and/or the advice of her 
physician, as a political football? The moralizing, sensational rhetoric is demeaning and 
dangerous.

1120 East Genesee Street 
Syracuse, New York 13210-1994 

Administration (315) 475-5540 
Patient Services (315) 475-S525 

FAX (315) 475-0685

SUSAN P. BROWNE,
Public Affairs Coordinator

APR-11-1996 15:05

DEAR PRESIDENT CLINTON,
I

On behalf of the entire staff of the Planned Parenthood d inter of Syracuse, I want to 
commend you lor maintaining your courage and convlcil6{n to veto the Dilation and
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O Planned Parenthood*
ll^ Center of El Paso

/

April 11,1996

Dear Mr. President:

/

Again, thank you for safeguarding women’s health with this veto!

Smcerely,

President Bill Clinton 

The White House 
Washington, D.C.

i

l 
f

I

WE ARE A COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPA1GN/UNITED WAY AGENCY

2817 E Yandell, El Paso, Texas 79903 915/566-1613 (Administration)
2817 E Yandell, El Paso, Texas 79903 915/566-6707 (Central Clinic)
10761 Pebble Hills, Suite F, El Paso, Texas 79935 915/595-1564 (East Side Clime)
5021 Crossroads Kd., El Paso, Texas 79932 915/585-8881 (West Side Clinic)

APR-11-96 THU 12:45 PM 00000000000000000000 566 5007

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the staff of Planned Parenthood Center of El 
Paso, I would like to thank you for your veto yesterday of the late term abortion bill. 
Your commitment to the health and well being of the women who have faced the 
difficult and painful decision to terminate a wanted pregnancy is cause for 
commendation. As you so carefully pointed out in you discussion of the bill and the 
associated issues, this bill was vaguely worded in non-medical language and had no 
language that would have protected the health of the mother. Further, I feel it was an 
unprecedented political intrusion into the medical profession and the operating room.

Betty Hoover, LMSW 
Executive Director
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Planned Parenthood fn]
of Austin II =✓

4

I
Ajiinlstriitx»n <

April 11, 1996

lionril <>l Dire, tnr*

Dear President Clinton,

4

Your respect and action are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

I'.XCVUtive I litcvioi 
(ili’mlti I’m is.'

The President 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500

I want to thank you for trusting in the integrity of women and for 
having the confidence in women and physicians to make the 
staggeringly difficult decisions about whether a pregnancy should 
continue. Your veto of the late-term abortion bill explicitly 
demonstrates your trust and I can assure you it is well placed.

Glenda Parks 

Executive Director

The outrageous claim that women make a whimsical choice to end 
a pregnancy denigrates the moral authority of women's decisions. It 
relegates health concerns and life and death issues to the dustbin 

of vanity.
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Fax Cover Sheet

Planned Parenthood Association of the Greater Peoria Area

Telephone # (309) 673-0907 Ext. #225

Fax# (309) 673-6914

April 10, 1996Joyce Harant, Executive DirectorSent by;. Date:.

PLEASE CALL IF ANY PAGES WERE NOT RECEIVED OR UNREADABLE
I
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President Bill CliuLonTo:.

1Number of pages gent - Including cover sheet

THANK YOU FOR VETOING THE LATE ABORTION BILL I 1

We appreciate your understanding of the importance of allowing women to be

, able to make the difficult decision to have a thlrd-trlmeeter abortion with

her doctor and without the interference of government.

Thank you.

/

‘nLLNgMOMoH w Bnoa, HAUK Morrrv ta
•« ••

jixjKflucs

I

. I.. ..

705 N.E. Jefferson Street 
Peoria, IL 61603

THIS rACOMIU TRAMWIBOOrf (AXXXOR DOCUMENT* ACCOMFAKYWG IT) MAY CONTAIN COWWK»nTAL 
jratMMATION KXXNKZNOTQTHK MraXA. TUB INFORMATION 0INTKNVKD ONLY nj«ra* IMS OF TSt* INPIYUKIAL 
OR KHTITY fUMXD A*OVK. V YOU ARC NOT THS DOXNDD RXCmiNT, YOU AU HUUY NOTWIXi, THAT ANY 
D OCLOgUU*, COTYWO, MrHUBUTXON, OR TO TAXING OF ANY ACTION IN RKUANCX ON TU CONTKNTi OF TH» 
1NFO«MAT»ONM FTMCW.Y FBOMIM0YOURAVK MtOtJVTO
■Y TXUTSONB TO ARRANGE FOR UTVHN OF THB DOCVMXNT*.
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O Planned Parenthood
11"-of East Central Illinois

©

i

April 10, 1996

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you!

Very respectfully yours.

i

I

I

President William J. Clinton
The President of the United States 
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

I

I

Administrative Offices:
302 East Stoughton • Champaign, IL 61820
Phone 217/359-4768 • Fax 217/359-2683

I

IToday you have once again reaffirmed your compassion for the women who are 
confronted with these heartbreaking dilemmas. Today you have sent a message to 
Congress that they must not intrude on the integrity of the physician-patient relationship. 
And, today you have shown the leadership that defines your commitment to protecting 
women and their families.

I

SERVICE CENTERS:
Champaign Courtly - Stoughton > Champaign. IL «tB2O • 217/359-0022 Logan County • 2120 Wet: rirtti Strew KoaO - Uncotn. tL 62C56 • 217Z735-42J1
OWitlCocnCy • 910 Route 54:£aSt" P.O. Box 518 • Clinton, IL 61727 ■ 217/335-3427 McLean County . 318 W«( Washington 3rd Hoot • Bloomington. IL 61701 • 3CT/827-4O14

tmngham C~nty . 009 Wwtfyrcnc - {Hingham, IL 62+01 • 2170+7-7320 Flan County • 301 South Charter • MontKalkt, IL 41030 • 2177702-7311
LaSalk County • 612 Court Sirewt Ottawa, IL613SO. 815/433-4111 Vwmilioti County • 515 South Marlutf Hoopeston, Il W9+2 •217/283-7869___________

A United Way Agency . O
TOTAL P.02

Karen Cody Carlson, President/CEO
Pat Donzc Shae, Director of Public Affairs

I
I

I
I
i

i 
i

! 
i 
i 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and Staff of Planned Parenthood of East Central 
Illinois I wish to extend our heartfelt appreciation for your courageous veto of the Late 

Abortion Bill.

12024567311 — 18 
i
I
I

I

I
I
i
i
I

iI
I

i

I

i
I
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Planned Parenthood’
11“^ of Summit, Portage and Medina Counties

April 10, 1966

Dear President Clinton:

4

constitutional

families owe

Sincerely,

/

246 Northland Driva 
Medina. Ohio 44256 

(216) 723-1300

34 S. High Street 
Akron. Ohio 44308-1805 

Clinic: (216) 535-2671
Administration: (216) 535-2674

P.O. Box 1336 
Norton. Ohio 44203-0336 

(216)825-4543

209 S. Chestnut Street 
•;Suito203 

Ravenna. Ohio 44266 
(216) 290-7326

152 F. Main Street 
Kent, Ohio 44240 

(216) 676 6011

Thank you for standing up for the lives and health of women 
by vetoing the so-called'partial birth abortion ban.

President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC

i 
»

I

• AttlliatoO with Planned Parenthood Federation of Amotica. Inc.
♦ Affiliated with United Way of Summit County and United Way o! Medina County

you a

Roberta E. Aber
Executive Director

American women and their
gratitude.

debt of

This proposed ban was a vivious attempt to politically 
exploit the tragic choices women face when severe medical 
problems develop in wanted pregnancies. The ban would have 
been an outright violation of the
protections articulated in Roe vs, Wade. :

»

I
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O Planned Parenthood
11“*^ of Central Texas

OFFICERS

!

April 11, 1996

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for your veto of the late abortion bill.

Sincerely,

/tk

Waco, Texas 76703 817/754-2391 Fax 81 7/754-2393P. O. Box 1459

PRESIDENT
Stuart Smith

VICE PRESIDENT 
Charles A. Weaver, Ph.D.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Sue Havens-Drake

I

Trudy Kizer
Public Affaire Coordinator
Planned Parenthood of Central Texas

The Honorable Bill Clinton
President of the united states 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

1
I

SECRETARY
Kay Merritt

TREASURER

Marilyn Harren

PAST PRESIDENT 
Susie Farley DeStattany

PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
FEDERATION OF AMERICA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sharon Allison

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

LaWanda Dall
J. Kevin Barge 
Sue Compton 
Derrick Dickerson 
Juanita L. Gamez 

Marilyn Harren
Scotty R. Hermann, M.D. 

Mae Jackson, Ph.D. 

Francesca Jasso
Eleanor Levy
Karen C. Matkin 

Kay Merritt
Stuart Rosenbaum, Ptr.D. 
Duane Sartor
Susan Silver
Stuart Smith
Mary Stringer
Charles A. Weaver, Ph.D.

We appreciate your stand on reproductive freedom for the women 

of America.
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Obstetrics and Gynecology

President Clinton 

+ 1 (202) 667-5890

i

/

4/10/96 11:15:59 PM

2

H.R.1833 

This fax is sent simply to tell President Clinton that I commend him for his courage on the veto 
today of H.R. 1833 and so do many of his supporters here in Minnesota. I heard the two 
patients treated by Dr McMahn speak of their ordeal at the NAF Conference in San Francisco 
and was so impressed by the message they left with me and with all of us there..

c/o Elizabeth Arndorfer
1436 U Street, NW
Washington, DC 20009
Elizabeth-Thank you for faxing me the information two weeks ago on the so called "partial birth” 
abortion bill. I spoke with Representative Minge later that evening and expressed my viewpoint. 
He stated that he found my objective approach very helpful.

Calvin P. Boyd M.D.

E:\wpg o0000@+1 (612)379-0558

I

I »
I

Date & Time:
1

Pages:

Re:

To:

Company:

Fax number:

Business phone:

I am an Obstetrician/Gynecologist here in Minneapolis and have been an advocate for a 
woman's right to choose since high school, and I perform abortions as a portion of my practice. I 
hold you in high esteem as a champion of choice and will continue to support your efforts in 
Washington along with my colleagues, patients, and friends, all of whom also share in the 
preservation of that precious right. We remain solid along side you!

From:

Fax number:

Business phone:

Home phone:

RPR-11-1996 11=00
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o i, Inc.
(202)331-0066 FAX (202) 785-8576

i

April 10, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

right to obtain an abortion in the final trimester of pregnancy when preservation of life

or health may dictate medical intervention. Your efforts to help protect the reproductive

rights of American women are greatly appreciated and will be recognized by all
our

Many lives will becare.
/

saved as a result of your actions today.

These are difficult times for women and your continued support of choice in

Sincerely,

On behalf of the 270,000 members of the National Organization for Women, I want 

to thank you for vetoing legislation that would deny women their legal and constitutional

members. By this veto, thousands of women who face this life- or health-threatem'na 
&

circumstance will be assured that they can receive vital medical

Patricia Ireland 
President

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500

i

MOTIONAL

-----

reproductive matters is critically important. In reviewing your action, members of the 

United States Senate and House of Representatives would be well served to remember 

the lives of women that are at stake. Again, thank you.

■»

i

PAGE 2/2

National Organization for Wompn
WOO 16th Street. NV/, Suite 700. Wasson, CC 2003^5705



To: Bill Clinton From: Gilbert Schroerlucke (502) 454 3596 4/11/96 11:37:18 Page 1 of

April 11, 1996

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you! Keep up the good work!

Gilbert Schroerlucke

t

GILBERT SCHROERLUCKE
1817 RICHMOND DRIVE 
LOUISVILLE, KY 40205

President Bill Clinton
White House 
Washington D.C. 
% Judy Gold

As a United Methodist clergyperson, I applaud your veto of the so called Partial-Birth Abortion Bill. 
Not only is the bill an intrusion into the doctor-patient relationship, it is a brutal affront to a woman 
and her family who are in a terribly depressing situation.

I
I

I
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The

April 9, 1996

/

organization representing more than 37,000 physicians dedicated to improving women’s

is not even

Ral^i WUHale, MD
/

Executive Director

4OG I2th Street, SW Washington. DC 20024-2188 (202)638-5577

Obstetricians and
Gynecologists

William Jefferson Clinton
The President of the United States of America

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20100

1

Airerican
College of

1

Dear Mr. President:

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), an 
organization representine more than 37,000 physicians dedicated to improving women’s 
health care, does not support HR 1S33, the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 1995. The 
College finds very disturbing that Congress would take any action that would supersede
the medical judgment of trained physicians and criminalize medical procedures that may be 

to save the life of a woman. Moreover, in defining what medical procedures
— ..—7 ___  r™____ _ —- - * - ' — ' 1 r---

recognized in the medical community - demonstrating why Congressional opinion should

necessary t------------- - - -
doctors may or may not perform, HR 1833 employs terminology that

never* be substituted for professional medical judgment. Accordingly, ACOG supports 

your decision to veto this legislation.

Thank you for considering our views on this important matter.

Sincerely,

04/11/96 11:45

APR-.0-96 WED 13:40
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Boulder Abortion Clinic RC.

10 April 1996

/

Dear Mr. President:

which families

/

• *

I wish to extend my personal greetings to Ms. 
, whom I have also met at events sponsored in

Hon. Bill Clinton
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, n.c. 20005

1130 Alpine Avenue
Boulder, Colorado 80304 
(303) 447-1361

i

I

This is a most pernicious piece of legislation that would 
severely limit options for women and families stricken 
with tragically complicated pregnancies, and it would 
subject conscientious physicians to criminal penalties 
for serving their patients in the best tradition of 
medical practice.

Thank you for vetoing the so-called "Partial Birth 
Abortion Act of 1996" which has arrived at your desk from 
Congress.

Also, :
Clinton, ’
Denver by the Democratic Party.

Ph.D.

As someone who met you first at a National Abortion 
Rights Action League event in Denver in February, 1992, 
and who has supported your leadership ever since, I 
continue to admire your commitment co reproductive 
freedom.

Warren M. Hem, M.D., Ph.D.

Diplomat, American Board of Prevenrtve Medicine 
fellow, Americon College of PrevenKve Meaia'ne

Please feel free to call upon me for assistance or 
support in this matter at any time in the coming months 
and years ahead.

fiPR-11-1996 10=59

I commend you on your courage and leadership over the 
past several years on this issue, and I particularly 
applaud your courageous stand in deciding to veto this 
most-1 despicable bill, which strikes at families 
experiencing the most tragic circumstances.

Sincerely, ,
CyS- < - ----- ----------- -----

Warren M. Hem, M.D
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13 Planned Parenthood of Mahoning Valley, Inc.

April 11, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

l

Sincerely,

/

Samuel Pipes. D O.
Medical Director

Roberta G. zXntoniotti 

('K(')/Pre.udent

Jacqui Scutt Rugvis 

Tn'arun'r

Ms. Roberta G. Antonioni 
President/CEO

President William Clinton
The White House 
Washington, DC

Health Center Locations 

Columbiana County 

G^.llvto Frist

15 U9 Start: Route 170 

Calcutta. OH 4397(1 

(?I6) •.l«s-75l>a

Lizctic Olsen
I'ice Chairperson

( atl.y Travers 
Secretary

C. Alan Stephan
Chairperson

While the loss of a child Is always a traumatic situation, it Is Important that 
women are given the opportunity to experience future healthy pregnancies 

and deliveries. Without this choice, they face the possibility of permanent 
damage to their reproductive systems.

Maxine Houck
f'kv Chairperson

Mtnitnsnatinn/F.durnrinn

77 E. Midlothian Blvd. 
Youngstown, O1144507 

(210) 73545506 

Fax(7l«)788-7XIK

Marc Dunn 
loy I )r.9wlvo 

Nancy Hospodar 

Tina Kaatz
Mark Kessler

Connie Knecht 

Sue Lytle , 
I .enJ Morillo 

Camlcc l.xHara

Donald Patterson 

Rudi Small 
.hirjiih Slxni'cr

I'PMV's purftosc is to encourage a society in which every child is wanted, nurtured, and loved. (hir mission is to assure that i>ci>i>le tire enipnu cred u- nuth hle-long 

< hoh.e.\ about their pcrsvtMl hatslit,, relatl,n,ships. and /ant ilia by provitlhrp hiph qH.tht)', acvn-rsibtu nrpm<Jarlix-n h.nrt,h

Colcen Hall Dailey
Fiteinjlivn

Vice Chairperson

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and staff of Planned Parenthood of 
Mahoning Valley, Inc. thank you for following through on your promise to veto 
8.939, the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act. Your action will assist hundreds of 
women each year who face severe medicaP crises during late-term 
pregnancies.

Your understanding and compassion echoes our mission to assure that every 

child is a healthy child.

Trumbull County

418 S. Main Avenue 

Warren. OH 44481 

(216)399-5104

I
I

MalifloihiPumiti!
77 E. Midlntliiftn Blvd. 

Youngstown, OH 44507 

(2l6)78K-74g7

i 
f

I
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O Planned Parenthood
of North Central Florida, Inc.

April 11, 1996

l

DearPresident Clinton:

In appreciation.

i

MEDICAL DIRECTOR
Mkhacl 8. Cotter, M.D.

PRESIDENT

JosepHne McElrath, ARNP

Laura Knudson

Executive Director

Thank you again for the courage and compassion you have shown in 
your defense of women’s health.

On behalf of the staff, board, patients, and supporters of Planned 
Parenthood of North Central Florida, I offer my thanks for yesterday's 

veto of the "Partial Birth” Abortion Ban bill.

SECRETARY
Jane Holland

TREASURER
Hov/azd Rownblatl

Your act of courage In standing against this bill will help safeguard the 

health of women in the most vulnerable and tragic of situations - a 

pregnancy gone horribly wrong. Decisions on medical procedure in 
such cases can now be based on what is the best and the safest for 

the patient, not on what has the approval of Congress.

Administrative Offices and Clinic: 914 NW 13th Street • Gainesville, Florida 32601 • 352/377-0881

Tallahassee Clinic: 2121 W. Pensacola Street • Tallahassee, Florida 32304 • 904/574-7455 • A United Way Agency

President Bill Clinton 

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 20000

PRESIDENT-ELECT

William Treloar

DIRECTORS

Barbara Bennett, M.D. 
Jod Buchanan

Jill Cunningham
Rob Denson 

Katherine Dikher

Charles S. Gregg

Wayne David CriOln, Ph.D. 

Susan Hall
Charles W. Johnson 

kmc Kellner-

Gail Monahan 

Mymj Neims, PRO. 

Susan Thrall, rtuD.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'

Laura Head Knudson

I

I
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O Planned Parenthood
of Eastern Oklahoma and Western Arkansas, Inc.

•*. •
1007 South Peoria, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74120

. April 11, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

/

. Sincerely,

/

i •

. Nancy Kadhel
President/CEO

i
i

?

I am writing today to thank you for having the courage to veto the bill designed to ban the 
D&X abortion procedure.

i

i

10:06 
I

Your veto demonstrates your understanding and tolerance about an issue that has been 
fraught with misunderstanding and intolerance. The difficult decision-making process that 
takes place between a pregnant woman and her doctor during a severe medical crisis, has 
been protected by this veto. The bill would have not only criminalized the efforts of 
physicians who were trying to protect the health of their patients, but it would have also 
allowed unprecedented intrusion in the lives of American women and families.

Finally, I realize that this veto was cause for considerable deliberation on your part and I 

want you to know that your thoughtfulness and your sensitivity to a woman’s right to 
control her body are appreciated. . ’ .

i



April 11, 1996

/

Dear President Clinton:

Sincerely,

/

I 4 K A »

We thank you also for your long-standing support of the pro-choice 
position, and we urge you to continue this support. '1 he pro-choice community in 
South Carolina is behind you.

Catherine S. Meriwether
Director of Public Affairs

rr"kJvi»t Emeritus

Manly C. l-ftivhinwn, Sr., m.u.

•p.k M. V'llpey, M.U. 

MvUlcal plrcaw

On behalf of the Board of Directors, staff, and volunteers of Planned 
Parenthood of Central South Carolina, thank you for vetoing H.R.1833, the so- 
called “Partial-Birth” Abortion Ban Act. As you know, this procedure is only 
performed when a pregnancy has taken a tragic turn, and yet this bill did not even 
make an exception to save the health and future fertility of a woman.

’lanncd
Jaienthood
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i

April 11, 1996

i

Dear President Clinton:

J

We are confident that if the truth about this type of abortion were made known

I

Again, thank you for holding firm and safeguarding the health of women.
4

I =

Staff of Planned Parenthood of Southeast lowc

i

!

t

1

I

to 
the public that most people would stand behind your decision. Let’s hope the media pices

i a

I

i

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 

Washington, D.C.

I
I
I
I
I

• !

J 7. J/7:>3-6209 ■

4

i:
■, 

I

t

Sincerely, :

Uss' Planned Parenthood of southeast/ovX 
” Serving Des Moines, Lee, Washington. Henry. Jefferson, Louise & Van Buren Counties

305 N. 3rd Street, Suite 403
■ \ Burlington, Iowa 52601 ■

P . 02

i

i

We are so proud of you! It took a great deal of courage to veto the so-calbd 
■ "Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act". Wc admire your compassion for the women and their 
families who may have ; to make the heartbreaking decision to terminate late-tern 

pregnancies in the future.

We thank you for listening to the numerous stories of families who have livxl 
through this experience and were grateful that the option was open to them. Thanks to this 
procedure many women have had subsequent pregnancies and have recovered emotional y 
and physically.

up on the real facts surrounding this procedure and the far right’s attempt to use it as 
campaign issue.
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April 11, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

Thank you for your continued support for reproductive freedom.

Sincerely,

An Affillata ol Planned Parenthood Federation of America. Inc.

Melissa Luttrell
Executive Director

President Bill Clinton
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500

On behalf of our Board of Directors and women and families across upper Michigan, I would like 

to thank you for vetoing the late term abortion bill.

P MABOUmE-ALGEH PLANNED PARENTHOOD. INC.

MARQUETTE, MICHIGAN 49855 . PHONE (906) 225-5070
1

i

i
i

The sensationalizing of this rare and necessary procedure by the majority of Congress was an 
extreme attack against women and families. We commend you for supporting the rights of women 
who have experienced a pregnancy gone horribly wrong, and for protecting their health and future 

fertility.

APR-11-96 THU 10:21 AM PLANNED PARENTHOODESKY 0 9062255074
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O Planned Parenthood
11“^ of North East Pennsylvania

■R>

April 11, 1996

Centers

Dear Mr. President:

In the name of our 20,000 clients, our volunteers, staff and donors, I applaud
your determination to stand up for medical and moral principle by vetoing the

Sincerely,

!

P.O. Box 81 3, Trexlertown, PA 18087-0813 

1610) 481-0481 Fax (610) 481-0486

□ Easton
2906 William Penn Highway

Easton, PA 1804 2

(610) 253-7195

Fax (610) 253-4586

□ Wilkes-Barre
63 N. Franklin Street

Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701 

(717) 824-8921 

Fax (717) 825-0626

The President, The White House 
Washington, DC 20500

□ Bethlehem

440 Brodhead Avenue 

Bethlehem, PA 18015 

(610) 694-0642

Fax (610) 694-0389

□ Reading
48 S, 4th Street 

Reading, PA 19602 

(610) 376-8061 

Fax (610) 378-1698

□ Scranton

Knowles Building 

316 Penn Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18503 

(717) 344-2626

Fax (717) 342-9178

□ Hazleton
10 W. Chestnut Street 

Hazleton, PA 18201 

(717) 454-0876 

Fax (717) 454-0878

You have wisely looked beyond the emotional language of a poorly written 

bill until you could see the reality of women’s lives.

1
i

Marti King-Pringle, Ph.D.

President and CEO

□ Stroudsburg

28 N. 7th Street

Stroudsburg, PA 18360
(717) 424 0300

■Program Services Administration

(717) 424-0412

Fax (717) 476-4 580

late-term abortion bill. Legislators have no right to come between a patient 

and her physician’s recommendation.

□ AUcnrown

112 N.I3th Street 

Allentown, PA 18102 

(610) 439-1033 

Fax (610)439-0502

I

On behalf of those women who experience a medical crisis late in pregnancy, 
thank you for helping to safeguard their health and future fertility.
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FAX

Fax: (606) 281-6042

Thursday, April 11, 1996DATE:

9:30 a.m.TIME:

President Bill ClintonTO:

(202) 456-7311FAX NUMBER: 

(606)223-0216FROM:

COMMENTS:

Dear President Clinton:

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER PAGE: 1
I

Thank you for vetoing the late-term abortion bill. Of course, 
this is controversial, but I am grateful that you held out for a measure 
that would protect the health and life of women. This is an occasion 
of choosing life. Thank you. (j

C.-Thomas Steiner
4308 Penshurst Square
Lexington, KY 40514-1822

I ;

I .

i ‘

t

i
i
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April 11, 199S

20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are all grateful for your leadership and commitment to families.

Very respectfully yours,

Nancy J.C/QXgood (/
President and CEO

LANCASTER COUNTY ♦ 31 Soulh l.iiwStrwt. Lira aster, PA 17602-3564 

Medical (717) 299-2591 • AdniinlMr.ilhin (717) 2W-2K95 • I'.ix (717) 2W-2004

CAPITAL REGION ♦ 1514 North Second Street. Harrhburg, I’A 17102-2505 

Medical (717) 234-2468 • Administration (717) 134-2479 • Fax (717) 234-2560

I

I

r

Phone*

Fa* it

Planned Parenthood
of the Susquehanna Valley
Serving Dauphin, Cumberland, Lancaster and Perry Counties

William J. Clinton 
President
The White House 
Washington, D. C.

Your action yesterday is, in our judgment, in the best tradition of 
family values. ..enabling those faced with heart-wrenching decisions 
to make them without the long arm of the government making it even 
more difficult or impossible. We are grateful that you share 
Planned Parenthood's confidence in the wisdom and moral authority 
of the families faced with these most personal and private de­
cisions.

I am writing on behalf of all those associated with Planned Parent­
hood of the Susquehanna Valley...staff, board, volunteers and most 
importantly, our patients...to thank you for your courage and good 
sense in vetoing the late term abortion bill.
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April 3, 1996

Dear President Clinton, /

/

Very truly yours.

(b)(6)

Thank you for your consistent leadership and faithful support for women. I’m proud 
you are my President.

President Bill Clinton 
The While House 
Washington, D.C. 20500

The third trimester abort ten procedure, known as dilation and extraction, is the 
treatment of last resort to protect the life of a woman or to deliver a fetus without possibility 
of life. Less than .04 of 1 percent of all abortions are performed beyond the 26lh week of 
pregnancy. This is a cause for profound sorrow, nol an occasion for political intrusion. We 
make life’s most difficult and courageous decisions to save life. Nobody has the right to deny 
us the right to make such intensely personal decisions.

Immediately thereafter. I voluntarily signed my name to further treatment to save my 
life; the conseht warned against such possibilities as the following: blood clots, mouth sores, 
kidney failure, blindness, depression, weight loss, weight gain, nausea, headaches and more. 
O yes, In extreme cases, death. This medical procedure is not pretty. It is called Mastectomy 
and is chosen to hopefully prolong or save the life of a woman; the follow-up treatment, 
Chemotherapy, enhances the possibility of life. Will the United States Congress now decide 
they know better than doctors how medicine shall be practiced in America? Will medical 
procedures by determined by legislation? Absurd!

A knife carved deeply into my chest and the doctor removed my left breast; the same 
breast (hat fed my children long ggo. Tlte incision went under my arm toward my back and 
forward to my center breastbone. Then it was stitched back together with metal staples. A 
bag hung by a tube from the incision along my left side into which blood and fluids drained 
for several days.

Please veto the 1 eg is I af ton banning third trimester abortion. Many of life’s most 
significant choices are neither painless nor pretty. This is tny story:

I
i

I
i
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NARAL Promoting Reproductive Choices

i

April 10,1996

Dear Mr. President:

i

Kate Michelman 

President

The President

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500

National Abortion 

ml Atpnductnv Kg/iu

Aebon Icogvo

I 
I

I

115615th Stniet NW 
Suits 700 

Woabington. DC 70005

flWIlZOZ) 573-3000 

7311707)573-3096

I am writing to thank and commend you for your veto of H.R. 1833, and for your strong 

commitment to women and their families who are faced with a terrible tragedy, the loss of a 
wanted pregnancy. For women a late-term abortion is not a choice, it is a necessity. We must 

not compound the physical and emotional trauma facing these women by denying them the safest 
medical procedure available to preserve their ability to have future healthy pregnancies. This bill 
is bad medicine, bad law, and bad policy.

Women facing late-term abortions due to risks to their health or severe fetal anomalies 

incompatible with life must be free to make this tragic decision in consultation with their families 

and their physicians. Without adequate exceptions to protect the life and health of the woman, 
this bill presents a direct challenge to Roe v. Wade and is clearly unconstitutional. Neither the 

House or the Senate was willing to provide an exception to protect women’s health, as is 

required by Roe.

Your veto today stems the unraveling of the fundamental constitutional rights granted American 

women to receive medical treatment that they and their doctors determine arc safest and 
medically best for them. We have notified our affiliates and membership of your important 

action.

i
i

APR-10-96 NED 02:56 PM NARAL

Sincerely,
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SI

CLINTON TO VETO LATE-TERM ABORTION-BAN BILL AT 5 P.M. TODAY— 

NARAL PRAISES CLINTON’S VETO OF DANGEROUS MEASURE

Phone 1202) 973-3000

Fax (202)973-3096

1156 15th Street. NW 

Suite 700

Washington. DC 20005

Without adequate exceptions to protect a woman’s life and health, which the President 

had requested and is required under Roe v. Wade, the bill clearly is unconstitutional. The so- 

called life exception is so narrow that it would protect only a fraction of the women whose lives 

are threatened by continuing their pregnancies. Neither the House nor the Senate was willing to 

incorporate a health exception.

President Clinton’s action demonstrates the importance of a pro-choice Presidency in 

safeguarding reproductive rights against a Congress intent on returning women, step by step,

to the back alleys. Majority Leader Bob Dole fought to advance this bill that would ^epro^ctiveRights

Action League

devastate Roe v. Wade and the freedom to choose.

We applaud and commend President Clinton’s veto of the abortion-ban bill and his strong 

commitment to women, families and the freedom to choose. The President has chosen 

compassion and concern for families facing medical tragedies over the cynical, election-year

ploy of the politicians advancing this legislation. When wanted pregnancies go tragically awry, 
t

women and families need their doctors’ best judgment and care - not their Congressman’s 

political meddling — to protect their lives, health and future fertility. It is hypocritical for 

politicians who vote to keep government out of our lives to vote to intrude in families’ private 

medical crises.

STATEMENT OF KATE MICHELMAN

President

National Abortion and Reproductive

Rights Action League (NARAL)

CONTACT: Darryl Lynette Figueroa

Gwen Fitzgerald

202/973-3032

NARAL Promoting Reproductive Choices
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NATIONAL

April 10, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

/

basic principles established in Roe v. Wade Thank you once again for your efforts to

preserve access to abortion services, especially under the most tragic circumstances
addressed by H.R. 1833.

111 C Street, NW Suite 380 Washington, DC 20001-2109 202.628.3535 FAX 202.737.2690

The President

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500

'Judith M. DeSamo 

President/CEO

#689 P.02/02 »

i

Family Planning & Reproductive Health Association

Sincerely, n

//Judith M. DeSamo

On behalf of the National Family Planning and Reproductive Health Association I am 

writing to convey our sincerest thanks for vetoing H.R. 1833, a bill to ban a rare late-term 
abortion procedure. The women and families of this country will benefit fiom your 

principled support of the right of health providers to determine which medical procedures 

are the safest in order to preserve the lives and health of American women. It is only 

with your continued support that we can withstand legislative attempts to undermine the
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April 10, 1996

Dear Mr. Clinton:

I

*

/

TOTAL P.01

MEW
0.101

President Bill Clinton
White House
Washington, dc

k
i

k
i

Sincerely,

Bruce Ferguson, M.D.

I am thankful for your continued support of women and 
physicians as demonstrated once again by your veto of the 
“Partial Birth" Abortion Ban Act.

I only wish you would be even more vigorous in excercising 
your veto pen against the radical religious right and their 
Republican allies.

BRUCE , M . D -
MEXX CO -^30 O

Al-t>ucjuer-que , isrrd 871 OS
242-1700- Fax 242-1901 ’
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120 Maryland Avenge. N.E.. Washington, d.c.
20002 (202) 544-4470 Fax (202)546-8605

April 10, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

seeks to eliminate a

a crisis pregnancy,

on

exception for the life and health of the mother. The bill

S

procedure known as “intact D&E/

and safeguards her constitutional rights.

Ironically, the opposition to the use of this procedure has focused

The Hon. William Jefferson Clinton

President of the United States 
The White House 

Washington, DC 20500

D02

l

bdieve JX2^“h.0_S“kl° k“? aboni»" ‘egal.

r ““bii1—»a

i

I

i

k
I

no. an acceptable altctnadve. Reaffinning one element of-^A eXw hoXf."^ota “

believe tbat mptoductive ^tb cam Ueclslons «

professionals.

describes the ‘ L

bet “mixed feelings about abortion," she is strongly opposed'to this bill.

Most disturbingly, this bill p

I
AND EDUCATION FUND

in the late stages of pregnancy /J J focused on abortion5 performed
pregnancies t^der '»wanted

complication orthe discovery of severe fetal abnormalities incomp^SliS

Coreen Costello, who shared her story in the JVew York Times (11/29/951

dings about abortion.” C°.ntime. Despite
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;er a
112 S.Ct. 2804 (1992) (emphasis added). This legislation contains

abortions, to the chilling effect of its vague language.

choice.

Sincerely,

Kathryn J. Rodgers 

Executive Director

Even if the bill were amended to address some of these concerns, its criminal sanctions 
would still discourage health care providers from providing needed services. Indeed, many 

supporters of H.R. 1833 hope for just this outcome. We oppose any efforts to chill the good faith 
practice of health care for women. Imagine the outrage if Congress banned the safest, most 
disuse 6 pr°Cedure t0 fr6* prostate cancer» and physicians fearing jailtime gave up treating this

would still discourage health care providers from providing needed services. Indeed, many 

practice of health care for women. Imagine the outrage if Co’ngris banned the^ej ’ ■

i

i

I

Sadly, some of the biU’s supporters have used a determined campaign of inflammatory 
rhetonc, medical misinformation, and unreliable witnesses to gruesomely distort the true nature 

of this surgical procedure. Thank you for protecting the real-life women and their families who 

have a real-life need for safe and professional health care options, by vetoing this assault on

opinion of the court in Casey by Justices Souter, Kennedy and O’Connor makes clear that no 

woiX^ lifffXS^ ^?°U^™Cepti°"S f°r which endangi

additional constitutional defects, including due process problems" with its criminal enforcement 

provisions U.S. District Judge Rice recently issued an injunction barring enforcement of an 
Ohio law that bans intact D&E abortions and restricts post-viability abortions. Women’s Medical 
Professional Corp v. Voinovich, 64 U.S.L.W. 2432 (S.D. Ohio 1995). His lengthy opinion cites 

a htany of potential constitutional problems with the Ohio law, from its failure to satisfy the 
Casey undue burden standard, to its unreasonably limited health exception for post-viability
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PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY ACTION FUND ACCLAIMS MOVE

4

-30-

202 467 4999
202 293 2672 Fax

President Clinton turned back a serious threat to women’s reproductive freedom today 

when he vetoed HR 1833, a bill that would have criminalized latc-tcrm abortions, the first such 

legislation to encroach on the right to abortion as set forth in the 1973 Supreme Court decision in 

Roe v. Wade. People For the American Way Action Fund applauded the president’s action. 
Following is People For the American Way Action Fund President Carole Shield’s statement.

“In its so-called Contract with the American Family, released a year ago, the 
Christian Coalition urged Congress to enact legislation that would outlaw late-term 
abortions. Their hope was that this would start the Congress down the road to re­
criminalizing all abortions. President Clinton’s veto places a substantial obstacle on that 

road, however, and affirms physicians’ right to practice medicine as they see lit and 
women’s right to make choices about their lives. We thank the president for his 

determination to uphold his principles in the face of anti-choicc pressure."

PRESIDENT CLINTON STANDS UP TO RELIGIOUS RIGHT, 

VETOES ANTI-CHOICE LEGISLATION

People For the American Way is a 300.000-rnember nonpartisan organization 
committed to fighting the Religious Right political agenda.

April 10, 1996
For Immediate Release

“The Religious Right’s attempt to put women’s lives at unnecessary risk by 

criminalizing a life-saving medical procedure was foiled by President Clinton with 

today’s veto. We commend the president for standing up to the Religious Right and their 
allies in Congress and standing up for women’s right to choose appropriate medical care. 

Had this legislation been signed, the government would have been allowed to interfere in 

medical decisions, destroying physician-patient confidentiality and denying women the 
right to choose what is best for them under their circumstances.

People For the American Way Action Fund
2000 M Street NW Suite 400
Washington IX: 20036

CONTACT: Mary Conway,

Dorothy Lohmann, Peter Montgomery

(202) 467-4990

i

i
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Planned Parenthood
:ederation of America, Inc

April 10,1996

^20 Connecticut Avenue, N.W, Suite 461, Washington, DC 20036 (202)785-3351 FAX (202) 293-4349 ®

o

Jane Johnson
Interim President;

/

I 
r

/

» • • *. • . ■ *

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW .

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

’ On behalf of the more than five million Americans who receive, medical care and educational

By your actions, you have safeguarded women’s lives as well as their legal rights.

• This Congress has done rhore to threaten the privacy and safety ofwomen’s reproductive 
health care than any other in recent memory. We have looked to the executive branch for help 

and you have been there. You have helped to protect the rights of women and families to 
make their own difficult-and private health care decisions without the interference of Congress.

As you have heard from the women who have chosen this procedure, these are complex 
medical decisions involving life, health and fiiture fertility. We share your confidence in the 

wisdom and compassion of the women who have been confronted with these heartbreaking 

dilemmas, and we believe that, physicians need to make treatment decisioDS on a case-by-case 

basis. No law can replace medical judgment and personal responsibility.

Sincerely,

services from Planned Parenthood each year, I am writing to thank you for your veto of H.R. 

1833. By your actions, you have safeguarded women’s lives as well as their legal rights.

y
i
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O Planned Parenthood*
11“' Federation of America, Inc
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o810 Seventh Avenue New York, New York 10019 212/541-7800 FAX 212/245-1845

TOTAL P.02

CONTACT: Susan Lamontagne 
or Steve Plever (212) 261-4660

Statement by Jane Johnson, Interim President 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
April 10/1996

I S'—‘I I

J
I

PLANNED PARENTHOOD COMMENDS PRESIDENT CLINTON’S VETO 

AS A DEFENSE OF WOMEN’S HEALTH

i

•• * ’ * . •

Planned Parenthood* Federation of America, the world’s oldest and largest voluntary reproductive health care 
organization, is dedicated to the principle that every individual has a fundamental right to choose when or whether 
to have a child.

Planned Parenthood's 152 not-for-profit affiliates operate nearly 1,000 clinics in 49 states and the District of 
ColumDla. Planned Parenthood centers provide medical and educational services for more than five million 
Americans each year, regardless of raoe, age, gender, sexual orientation, disability,, or economic circumstances. 
Through its international program, Family Planning International Assistance*. Planned Parenthood helps meet the 
family planning needs of women and men in the developing world.

Congress should have listened to the women who testified about the D&X abortion 
procedure. Their testimony showed that the procedure was necessary because of 
severe medical crises during late-term pregnancies. Forthem, this procedure proved to 
be the best medical way out of their tragic and dangerous situations—fetal anomalies 
that made infant survival Impossible and threatened their future fertility. These women 
credit the D&X procedure with enabling them to now have healthy pregnancies, rather 
than suffering permanent damage to their reproductive systems. '

Planned Parenthood has great confidence in th© wisdom and compassion of the 
women who are confronted with these heartbreaking dilemmas.

Congress must not stand between pregnant women and their physicians, .and must not 
place physicians in a situation where they must worry more about criminal prosecution 
than about the health of their patients. This bill, broadly worded in non-medical terms, 
is an unprecedented political intrusion into the operating room. Planned Parenthood 
thanks President Clinton for safeguarding women’s health with this veto.



Gloria (Steinem

April 10, 1996

Dear President Clinton,

t

f

2/2‘d St7:ST 96/ 0T ddU

I know,physicians' groups also applaud you, for they have made clear that this bill was not 

only dangerous in itself, but as a precedent for Congressional dictation of medical decisions.

As a group. Voters For Choice - and I as an individual — will make every effort to let the 
women and men of this country know that you have supported their right to self-determination.

Perhaps you and I will live to see the day when reproductive freedom is a fundamental 

human right, a part of the larger right of bodily integrity that finally honors people as only 

property has been honored in the past. You will have been one of its champions.

President, Voters For Choice

2639 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20008

President William J. Clinton 
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 

Washington, DC 20500

i

I

I

1

On behalf of Voters For Choice, the majority of women in this country, their families, and 

myself, I want to thank you for your wise and compassionate veto of H.R. 1833.

In refusing to condone this cruel, authoritarian, and medically dangerous bill, you not only 

stand with the five hundred or so women whose safety and health depends on this rare but 
crucial abortion procedure each year, but with the overwhelming majority of Americans, men 

and women, who believe that a woman and her physician should make such decisions, not 

Congress.

Horia Stemem



APR-10-1996 15:02 FROM MOODY LAW TO 1202456731133 P.01

Post-it* Fax Note 7671

Co^Dept. f ----------  ---------------- ----------------

I

F

<-J t- 'o *•

/

kJ ^a v C.A. A 'Vk' 3

TOTAL P.01

£

PhC>ne M

Y-- ;:.•'
/,-■. ■

TVya-wV. X^*

s Vck »a\X

i
* t

Planned/
Parenthood9//

oa.e <t/y> t

Co-chairs
DarleeJ. Crockett
Ftandall j. Moody

i
i

i
i

Phone #

Fax#

Planned Parenthood® Federation of America, Inc.
810 SeuenthAuenue New York, NY IOO19 212/541-7800 PAX 212/245-1845

-7yK«?< y^y 7^7* 

ym$ 
v/% <^9
fx^y.



02/21/1394 06:39 4055281517 PLANNED PARENTHOOD PAGE 02

April 10, 1996

Dear President Clinton: /

appropriate.

and volunteers of

Sincerely,

i

619 Northwest 23rd Street • Oklahoma City • Oklahoma • 73103-1415 • 405/528-0221

President Bill Clinton 
Washington, D.C.

that
care is

'ackie Isamay
ecutive Director

i

i

On behalf of the Board, staff, clients, l 

Planned‘Parenthood of Central Oklahoma, thank you!

Planned Parenthood
of Central Oklahoma

Jackie Isamay 
^/Executive Director

For your courageous veto of the late abortion bill, you have 
our gratitude and admiration. Your acknowledgement that this 
decision is beat left to a woman in consultation with her physician 
is a relief to all of the people in America who believe 
Congress has no business legislating what medical

staff, clients,
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Chicago Area

April 10, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

i

Siripersly,

i

14 E. Jackson Blvd., IOW Floor • Chicago, IL 60604 • Tel. 312,427.2276 • Fax. 312.427.0802

Finally, you are taking an important step to ensure that the government does not interfere 
in the relationship between patients and their health care providers. It is not the place of 
the government to tell doctors what is in the best interest of their patients’ health. You 

have helped to secure the integrity of the medical profession.

Amy Coen
President & CEO

On behalf of the thousands of Chicago women and teens to whom we provide services 
each year, I'd like to thank you for your strong and principled support in opposing and 

subsequently vetoing H.R. 1833, the so-called “Partial Birth Abortion Ban” Act. Your 
leadership was — and will continue to be — critical for the lives and health of women 
throughout the country.

You are a hero today for safeguarding women’s health with your veto. We thank you for 
your support and leadership -- they mean more than words can ever express.

President Clinton
The White House 

Fax: 202-456-7311

Clearly you understand how dangerous this bill was for : women who experience 
pregnancies which have gone terribly wrong. The tragedies faced by families who must 
choose an abortion at this later stage of pregnancy must not be compounded by the 

criminalization of a potentially life or health saving procedure. Families, in consultation 

with their doctors, must have all options available to them.

i

Planned Parenthood

u

i
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April 11, 1996

*

Dear Mr. President,

You’ve done the right thing; thank you!

Sincerely, l

President Bill Clinton
The White House 
Washington, DC

i

i

OaoitNE Awaunjw

Sally Cardamon*.
Kristen Martino Fklnch

Charles Hovis

Tom Israel

Ina Rae Lew

Victoria MacLeod 
Roselle Marder

Joann McCreight

Cynihia Murray

David Murrell, M.D. 
Phylus Neviuf.
Norman Racusjn

Caroline Sikorsky

Jane Upshaw

Iva Welton
George Wfsterheld

Nancy Wittke

Beth Woods

Board op Directors

Nancy L. Williams 
PKtsiof^r

Freddie Hodges 
VKi PUSIDENT

Marm Bellas Parker

Elizabeth Cartwright

Tmaww*

On behalf of all women and families in America, I sincerely appreciate 
your veto of the bill banning late abortions. It’s purpose was not to save babies, 
protect women’s health or lives, but rather to chip away at the larger issue of 
personal privacy in reproductive matters.

Board of Advocates 
Morris Campbell 
Cornelia Chapin 
Hank Cram

Maxj Fowler 
Prudence Giimore 
Walter Graver

Bonnie G urnham 
Eunice Haussermann

Thos<: women who testified before Congress during the hearings on this 
bill, along with many who did not, are thankful today too, T’m certain. 1 honor 
them for their courage to share the real issues and heartbreak of wanted 
pregnancies gone wrong. Unfortunately, it’s too easy for idealogues to twist 
everything into a negative, which is just what happened in Congress.

Jody J. Maclxod
Executive Director
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April 11, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

;■ y

i

incerely.

BO

HH

*-

W'

lil) June
President

The Honorable Bill Clinton 
President
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington DC 20500

/ ■:

i

Planned Parenthood
of Greater Iowa
PO Box 4557 Des Moines, Iowa 50306 515/280-7000 FAX 515/260-9525

On behalf of Iowa families and families across the nation, Planned 
Parenthood of Greater Iowa applauds your veto of the late term abortion 
bill.

IM This veto demonstrates the great confidence and trust you hold in the 
wisdom and compassion of the women who are confronted with die 
heartbreaking tragedy of terminating a deeply wanted pregnancy that has 
gone terribly wrong.

The veto also serves to protect the integrity of the physician-patient 
relationship by sending the message to Congress that such an 
unconscionable intrusion into medicine that would criminalize doctors for 
serving the best interest of their patients will not be tolerated.

■

Again, thank you for listening to the voices of those affected by this 
legislation, rather than the religious political extremists. Your action once 
again demonstrates your compassion and your commitment to women's 
health.

i
i

i
i
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(fjj PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
II-' OF NORTHERN NEVADA

Board of cmrfctors

April 10, 1996

Dear President Clinton:

our staff,
Groena, Esq.

t

Thank you for standing by these principles.

/

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT

Gloria Kramor

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

MartM Gould

INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Ann* Cory

PRESIDENT

Mary McK*«

Affiliated with Planned 
Parenfiiood Federation 

of America. Incorporated

Anne Cory XT
Interim Executive^Director

President Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

Sincerely,

I SI if >

\

I

I

TREASURER
Joan Pwrry. Pd.d.

MEDICAL DIRECTOR
Louisa 8. Tyrer, M.D.

SECRETARY
Alrson Gaulden

455 West Fifth. Reno, Nv 80503

Telephone: (702) 6R6-5555

We know that the citizens of the State of Nevada 
support choice and personal freedom.

honorary board
R«v»r»nd William Barrett 

Phil Bryan
Dean Robert M. Daugherty, M.D.

Atty. General France Sue Del Papa 

Assemblywoman Vivian Freeman 
Diana Gfomb

Ken Howard 
Richard m»)dp, M.D.

Judge Soon Jordon

Trudy Larson. M.D,

Rollon MeHon

Maya Miler

May Shelton

Rabbi Mm Sorter
Sue Wagner

OTHER MEMBERS 

Carol Andrew 

Sarah Chvtlicek 

Kenny Dolton 
Bill Evan* 

C» 
Jen Gunderson 

Doug Hill, Esq 
Karen L. Hruby, Ph.D, 

Howard Lindsey, M.D. 
Buffy Martin

Mark Miller 

Lynn Roossell 
Gloria Rumbergor 

Myra Sheehan, Esq. 

Jacqueline Shelton 

Rood Simmons

Planned Parenthood of Northern Nevada, our staff, 
volunteers and supporters, wish to thank you for 
your veto of the late term abortion bill. We 
applaud your stand for women's health, and your 
courage in facing unreasonable opposition on this 
issue.
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April, 1^0, 1996

Presiil< nt Bill Clinton

White louse

Washir gton, D.C.

1 nan^ you tor vetoing the so-called “Partial Birth Abortion Ban” legislation. Wc support 
your Stand and think it is important that medical decisions be made by patients and their

I ! v

i!

i

Dear president Clinton:
i >

Thanit ^ou for vetoing the so-called “Partial Birth Abortion Ban”

health (fare providers-not the U.S. Congress.

Your leadership will make the pro-choice voters aware of how important this next election 

is! Ag< in, thank you. i
I !

Sincere y, > :

Judy 1<C< randjeff
Public Affairs Director

!

of Michigan
P.O. Box 10104, Lansing, Ml 48001 Phone (517) 482-1080
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O PLANNED PARENTHOOD ADVOCATES
■■ of Central and Southern Indiana

April 10, 1996

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

/

is the calm voice of reason on this bogus issue. 
medicine without intrusive governmental

abortion
freedom and to frighten doctors.
action.

President Bill Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Dinah Farrington
Director of Public Policy

3209 N. Meridian St., Indianapolis, IN 46208 
317-926-4662, Fax 317-927-3663

Your veto 
Physicians must

i

i

i

Thank you for your veto of the late term abortion bill.

be free to practice 
intervention.

Sincerely1,

I applaud your courage! You have done more to protect reproductive 
freedom and the rights of women in three and one half years than 
has been done in the previous twelve years. The issue of late term 

yet another attempt to chip away at reproductive 
‘-- - Your veto was the appropriate
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O Planned Parenthood’
■■ of Central and Southern Indiana, Inc,

April 10, 1996

!

Dear Mr. President:

It is even more so when

l

t/nitro w4y A^icy 
In Kdnnrrw Co»'»(y

TOTAL P.03

Delbert Culp
President and CEO

President Bill Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.w.
Washington, D.C. 20500

I
i

k
i

Abortion is always a difficult decision. L_ L_  
something goes wrong in a wanted pregnancy that must be terminated.

Again, thank you, for your courage and determination to stand up to 
those who would make an unprecedented political intrusion into the 
lives of women and the operating rooms of respected physicians.

Sincerely,

Protecting, Providing and Promoting Reproductive Health

, 3.209 North Meridian Street • Indianapolis, Indiana 46208-5887
Indianapolis (317) 926-4662 • Bloomington (812) 336-7050 • FAX (317) 927-3663

I just received word that you will veto the late abortion bill. 
Thank you! Your veto is a safeguard for women’s health and a vote 
of confidence in the judgement of physicians. The Congress should 
not be interfering in the practice of medicine.
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planned

to: president Clinton fl

Planned

DATE: April 10, 1996

Suri; the SiS iA consultation with tneir physician 
____ MA/q-i/xal nrnrpHnrp. most likelV to SSVS th©lIT

wou!S have"to°agree with me that you have taken a major

that we live in Louisiana!

4 o i R

MAGAZINE ST.

NEW ORLEANS,

LOUISIANA

7O1L-5

15 04.S9I-80 I 3

PARENTHOOD

-----— OF —------
J2)UIS1 ANA

0

I 
f

I

•resident and CEO,FROM: Terri Bartlett^
Parenthood of Louisiana

RE; Veto of D&X Abortion Procedure

■ eof this country apply to all of us regardless of the fact

I

I want to thank you, on behalf of the women and their 
families in Louisiana, who have needed or may need in the 

health and or lives, for your veto today.

It takes courage and conviction to veto a hill and in 
particular a bill which was crafted to .infuse the 
American people! Anyone who heard th© testimony of the 
women who stood beside you today as .you vet°®a

stepYiTsafeguarding the health and welfare of women.

- - - ---- leadership today and every day.
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Boulder Abortion Clinic P,C.

10 April 1996

Please feel

Worren M. Hem. M.D.. Ph.D.

i

1130 Alpine Avenue
Boulder; Colorado 80304 
(303) 447-1361

As someone who met you first at a National Abortion 
Rights Action League event in Denver in February, 1992, 

supported your leadership ever since, I 
admire your commitment to reproductive

Diplomore, American Board of Prevenrive Medicine 
Follow, American College of Preventive Modicino

Hon. Bill Clinton
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20005

This is a most pernicious piece of legislation that would 
severely limit options for women and families stricken 
with tragically complicated pregnancies, and it would 
subject conscientious physicians to criminal penalties 
for serving their patients in the best tradition of 
medical practice.

M.D.,

i

free to call upon me for assistance or 
support in this matter at any time in the coming months 
and years ahead.

and who has 
continue to 
freedom.

i

Also, I wish to extend my personal greetings to Ms. 
Clinton, whom I have also met at events sponsored in 
Denver by the Democratic Party.

Thank you for vetoing the so-called "Partial Birth 
Abortion Act of 1996" which has arrived at your desk from 
Congress.

I commend you on your courage and leadership over the 
past several years on this issue, and I particularly 
applaud your courageous stand in deciding to veto this 
most despicable bill, which strikes at families 
experiencing the most tragic circumstances.

Dear Mr. President:

M.P.H., Ph.D.

Sincerely, .

< -•------

Warren M. Hern,
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0 Planned Parenthood
II of Stark County

April 10, 1996

Dear President Clinton;

On behalf of the residents of Stark County, thank you most
sincerely for your continued support for the right of women and

The D&X bill represented an unprecedented degree of
political intrusion. Your veto signals that you are a leader who

practices the politics of trust; not fear.

Thank you again for standing with women and families.

Sincerely,

l

LEGAL COUNSEL
JanlCS Brandon

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Yvonne Bolitho

MEDICAL DIRECTOR
L. Ann Nunnally. M.D.

TRUSTEES EMERITUS
Thomas Hoover. M.D. 
Joyce Niffonegqer 
Norma Queen

FRIENDS OF 
PLANNED PARENTHOOD' 
Daniel Adams, M.D. 
Theodore Boyd 
Reita Bussan. M.D. 
Cyril Gross, M O. 
Alfred Glosabrenner 
Nancy Hoover 
Beatrice Kobbe 
June Lockhart
Martha Lottman 
Victor Marsh 
Jon Msrshall, D.O. 
Wyn McCoy
Horry Meatet 
Rachel Renkert 
Linda Rosanblatt 
Rabbi John Spitzer 
Paryl Sponaellar 
Mitetsa Sterglos
Salty Strayer
Joy Timken 
Harley Urbach 
Mildred Urbach
Rcoen Vail, Jr.

I

I

2663 Cleveland Ave. N.W.
Canton, Ohio 44709
216-456-7191

Yvonne E. Bolitho 
Executive Director

ornqe also in

Massillon

Working to ensure access to reproductive health care through direct service, education and advocacy

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Judy Hoover
President 

Hortense Bobbitt 
Vice President 

Gwendolyn Kiwariuka 
Secretary

Jeanne Coen 
Treasurer

Sue Belden 
Rev. Joanne Broten 
Ross Chaban 
Mono D. Evans III 
Barbara Fordyce. Ph.D. 
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The Honorable William Clinton 
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500

ji>di Maqee 
Cxerutsve Director

V/e. support your veto and thank you for carrying out your executive 

option.

Reproductive
Choice Atm Health

Seymour L. Romney, M.D.
Chair

Jodi-Magee
Executive Director
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HR 1833 imposes a serious risk to the health and life of a pregnant woman 
and her family. It criminalizes the use of an established surgical procedure 
and eliminates a therapeutic choice that physicians alone are qualified to 
make. This legislation is an alarming precedent of politically inspired 
intrusion into the practice of clinical medicine, and one that has serious 

implications for the health care of all citizens.

j
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On behalf of The Society of Physicians for Reproductive Choice and Health 
write to thank you for vetoing HR 1833, a bill that criminalizes a medical 
procedure that has been practiced by qualified and competent physicians, 
and found to be a safe and effective method for performing abortions. The 
abortion procedure is a method of choice in rare, tragic circumstances which 
require professional scientific determination to elucidate severe fetal 

anomalies and to avoid a life threatening delivery.:

APR-10-1956 17:02
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Dear Mr. President:
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Sincerely,
I
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Melinda S. Rider, MA
Executive Director and CEO

using the D&X

each and everyday the tragic results of too Few health
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Thank fo ?*,he moment cannot be sanctioned.

k
I

NC IN 219-289-7064
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William J. Clinton
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC
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April 10, 1996

Dear President Bill Clinton,

Thank you for your veto of the late abortion bill.

As you know, this procedure is necessary to protect the lives and health of American women In

Again, thank you for standing up for women and their families.

Sincerely,

t

President Bill Clinton 
White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500

Pamela A. Sutherland
President &CEO

1
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addition, your veto sends the message that the government should not put itself the middle of the 

very difficult and personal decisions of families and their doctors.

Pamela A. Sutherland, Executive Director
313 WEST COOK STREET, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 67704

(217) S77 6776, (217) S22-70S5 FAX V
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Sincerely,

Mo Ann King-Sinnett
Public Affairs Director

/

104 Babcock Road • San Antonio, Texas 78201 • (210) 736-2244

-even using non-tnedical terminology in the bill itself. While this is a highly emotional 
. ° « ■■ r ____ J.. 1... i/Anr r^rrv-Annrt*
issue, we inuoi nvi. iuiu>v> ----- o -• . - ■>
is safest for women and preserves their ability to have healthy children in the future.

Planned Parenthood of San Antonio and South Central Texas applauds your d^isipn 10

pregnancy It IsZlZ^Sat a tmjority of Congress was unable to empathize with 

their plight.
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April 11, 1996

President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

Thank you for showing such courage and compassion against a cold-hearted Congress by 
vetoing the ban on D&X abortion procedures. It is a shame that Congress spent such an 
inordinate amount of time spreading misinformation and fear c^e™ng^s

must notUfbrthS complicateVfamily’s tragedy by banning the very procedure that
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Dear President Clinton,

s.

Sincerely,

(J

/

Planned Parenthood of North Central Ohio joins our colleagues around the country in 
thanking you for safeguarding women’s health with this veto, and not bowing down to 

reduce our abortion rights procedure by procedure.

President Clinton 
White House 
Washington, D.C.

Administration/Medica! Facility - 35 North Park Street • Mansfield, Ohio 44902 » (419) 525-3075 • FAX (419) 522-3629 

Medical Facility - 125 N. Columbus St. • P.O. Box 653 * Galion, Ohio 44933 • (419) 458-9926 

Medical Facility - ZBQOVt! Cleveland Road • P.O. Box 996 • Wooster. Ohio 44691 - (330) 345-7798

On behalf of the 9,000 women that Planned Parenthood of North Central Ohio serves in 

our medical clinics, our staff and board of directors, we would like to thank you for 

vetoing the late abortion bill yesterday.

I
I

Cindy J. BiggsA k
Executive Directed

Congress should have listened to the women who recently testified about their D&X 
abortion procedures. Their testimony showed that the procedure was necessary because 
of severe medical crisis, and to save the life of the mother. We have great confidence in 
the wisdom and compassion of the women who are confronted with these heartbreaking 

dilemmas.

i
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The Roosevelt Room

5:22 P.M. EDT

So I'd like to ask Mary Dorothy Line to come up here and 
introduce herself and say whatever she'd like to say about why 
we're all here today.

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
ON HOUSE RESOLUTION 1833

No one can tell the story better than them, and I want 
to call on one of them. But before I do, I want to say that this 
country is deeply indebted to them for being willing to speak out 
and to talk about the real facts, not the emotional arguments that, 
unfortunately, carried the day on this case.

THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. I have just met with 
five courageous women and their families, and I want to thank the 
Lines, the Stellas, the Watts, the Costellos, and the Ades all for 
meeting with me. They had to make a potentially life-saving, 
certainly health-saving, but still tragic decision to have the kind 
of abortion procedure that would be banned by HR 1833.

They represent a small, but extremely vulnerable group 
of women and families in this country, just a few hundred a year. 
Believe it or not, they represent different religious faiths, 
different political parties, different views on the question of 
abortion. They just have one thing in common: They all
desperately wanted their children. They didn't want abortions. 
They made agonizing decisions only when it became clear that their 
babies would not survive, their own lives, their health, and in 
some cases, their capacity to have children in the future were in 
danger.

MRS. LINE: My name is Mary Dorothy Line. My husband.
Bill, and I are honored to be here today to speak for the many 
women and families who have also come forward to tell their stories 
in opposition to this terrible legislation.



Thank you.THE PRESIDENT:

I'd like to ask Coreen Costello to come up and speak a 
little bit about her experience.

As practicing Catholics, when we have problems and 
worries, we turn to prayer. As we waited to find our more from the 
doctors, our whole family prayed together. My husband and I were 
very scared, but we are strong people and believe that God would 
not give us a problem if we couldn't handle it. This was our baby. 
Everything would be fine. We never thought about abortion.

This was not our choice, for not only was our son going 
to die, but the complications of the pregnancy put my health in 
danger, as well. If I carried to term, he might die in utero, and 
the resulting toxins could cause a hemorrhage and possibly a 
hysterectomy. The hydrocephaly also meant that a natural labor 
risked rupturing my cervix and my uterus.

And I thank God for President Clinton; we all do here, 
the people who promoted this bill do not understand the real 
issues, but he does. It is about women's health, it's not about 
abortion, and certainly not choice. These decisions belong to 
families and their doctors, not the government. President Clinton 
listened to us and protected families like ours by vetoing 
legislation that would hurt so many people.

Last April we were overjoyed to find out that I was 
pregnant with our first child. Nineteen weeks into my pregnancy, 
an ultrasound indicated that there was something wrong with our 
baby. The doctor diagnosed a condition called hydrocephalus. 
Every person's head contains fluid to protect and cushion the 
brain. But if there is too much fluid, the brain cannot develop.

I pray every day, I really do, that this will never 
happen to anyone else. But it will. Those of us unfortunate 
enough to have to live this nightmare need a procedure that will 
give us hope for the future.

Several specialists recommended that we terminate the 
pregnancy. I thank God every day that I had this safe medical 
option available to me, especially now that I am pregnant again and 
expecting a baby in September.

But the diagnosis was as bad as it could be. Our little 
boy had a very advanced textbook case of hydrocephaly. All the 
doctors told us there was no hope. We asked about in utero 
surgery, about shunts to remove the fluid, but there was absolutely 
nothing we could do. I cannot express the pain we still feel. 
This was our precious little baby, and he was being taken from us 
before we even had him.

Thank you, Mr. President.



Thank you.

Thank you.THE PRESIDENT:

I would also like to thank Jim and their children, and 
William.

I had over nine pounds of excess amniotic fluid. My 
daughter's body was rigid and it was stuck in a position that was 
as if she was doing a swan dive inside my womb. Her head and — 
the back of her feet were touching the back of her head at the top 
my uterus. There was no way to deliver her.

My husband and I have always been extremely opposed to 
abortion. We consider ourselves very, very much pro-life, 
conservative Republicans. For us, terminating this pregnancy was 
not an option. For three weeks we attempted to turn my daughter so 
that I could deliver her vaginally and naturally. We had one hope, 
and that was that we would be able to hold our daughter alive for 
possibly an hour, maybe two.

I am so grateful because today I am standing here before 
you pregnant again with a healthy child. I have two children. I 
have my health. I don't know how to tell you how important that 
is. This was such a tragedy, such a personal family tragedy. Our 
daughter will always be a part of our lives. There will always be 
someone missing in our family, and that's Katherine Grace. But I 
am so grateful for the ability to be able to go on and enjoy the 
two children that I do have, to be with my husband, to be with my 
family, and to be here today.

Over the three weeks that we carried her we realized 
that that was not a possibility. She was dying and she would 
likely not survive any labor and there was no way I could deliver 
her. We had her baptized in utero. We named her Katherine Grace. 
We then realized that our only safe option was the procedure that 
is being outlawed — is being attempted to be outlawed.

And that's what this is about. This is not about 
choice. We made a very different choice than what we ended up 
having to have. This is not about abortion, and it's not about 
choice. It's a medical issue. And I am so grateful for President 
Clinton and his ability to hear our stories, because we have been 
telling them for a long time and a lot of people haven't listened. 
But this is the truth, and this is what happened to us. And as 
painful as it is, we are all here to share that with you.

COSTELLO: My name is Coreen Costello, as you
I found out when I was seven months pregnant that my 

daughter was dying. She was dying inside my womb. The 
complications that she had posed severe health risks to me. One of 
the conditions she had was polyhydramnia, where the amniotic fluid 
puddles into the uterus.

MRS.
heard.
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Thank you.

and those are theTHE PRESIDENT:

WATTS:

Vikki, do you want to say anything?THE PRESIDENT:

Thank you, Mitchell -
prints of your baby, right?

MRS. WATTS:
Tempe, Arizona.

The fact is this: I would have given my life and traded 
placed with my daughter, Mackenzie. And in fact, with my pastor, 
that is exactly what I prayed for for the three days we tried 
desperately to find something that could cure her. You simply look 
for a magic wand and it's not there.

I didn't make the decision for my child to die; God made 
the decision for my child to die. I had to make the decision to 
take him off life support.

: Hi, my name is Tammy Watts. I live in
I simply told our dear President that my story is 

not so different from everyone else's. I have the heartache, I 
have the same tragic story. I have the loss in my heart, as does 
my husband and the rest of my family and friends.

MS. WATTS: Yes, this is my daughter Mackenzie's 
handprints and footprints. This is something that is very special 
to us, and is something that we would not have if we did not have 
this very safe procedure.

Would you tell them what you told me in the office? 
you do it? This is Tammy Watts.

I am so thankful to our doctors, who were able to 
perform this very safe medical procedure, save our health, save our 
families. And I am particularly thankful to our President, without 
whom we would not be here. And he is a true blessing in all of our 
lives.

And I miss my son. But the one part I want to stress is 
I needed this for health reasons. I'm a diabetic. Other 
procedures would not have been what I needed. I don't heal as well 
as other people, so other procedures just were not the answer. I 
could have gone on and maybe tried to give birth to a child that 
would not live.

MRS. STELLA:
Chicago, Illinois.
like a family now. 
growing properly, and when everything was all done and said and the 
ultrasounds were in and I had the answer, I found out my son had 
nine major anomalies, one including no brain. It did not show up 
on the amnio because it was a closed neural tube defect, so those 
things don't show up. That's for genetic research.

My name is Vikki Stella, and I'm from
My story is basically the same thing. We're 
And at 32 weeks I found out that my son wasn't



Thank you. And you have a baby here.THE PRESIDENT:

Yes, I have a little boy here.STELLA:MRS.

You have a three-month-old little boy

Nicholas.MRS. STELLA:

Claudia, would you like to talk?THE PRESIDENT:

Again, like everyone else, we begged for a cardiologist 
or a neurosurgeon or someone that could fix my baby's brain or the 
hole in his heart. And when we got the news — I say this for the 
people that say that we don't care and for the people who say we 
don't want our children, and for the people that say we have no 
spirit or no soul or no religion.

My husband and I are Jewish and we got the news on Rosh 
Hashana. And when we finally had the procedure, the third day of 
this grueling procedure, it was Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the 
Jewish year. And Yom Kippur is the day that you mourn those that 
have passed, and it's the day that you pray that God will inscribe 
them in the Book of Life.

He had — I won't go on with the details, but horrible, 
horrible anomalies, and he stood no chance of survival. It was 
something — it was a chromosomal abnormality, called Trisomy-13. 
It was actually the same condition that Tammy Watts's baby had.

And we are all here, my husband, myself and all of the 
other people standing behind me, we are all here as we have been 
for months, fighting in Congress. I just actually came back with 
Mary Dorothy from Sacramento, where we were testifying, where it is 
now in the State of California. And we are all here for the women 
that follow us, because all women deserve the finest medical care 
that exists. And we are the blessed ones and we want that for 
them.

MRS. ADES: Much like everyone else — we've all had 
similar circumstances — I was six months pregnant, 26 weeks into 
my pregnancy and happier than I had ever been in my entire life 
when, in a routine ultrasound, we found out that there was 
something terribly wrong with our son. He had fluid in his brain 
that was keeping his brain from developing. He had a hole in his 
heart, a hole between the chambers of his heart so that there was 
no normal blood flow.

We'll forever, and for the past four years and forever 
we will mourn our son. We are very — since that pregnancy, 
unfortunately lost five more, but we are very blessed that in July 
we're going to adopt a baby and we're going to be parents, and 
we're going to have the child we so desperately wanted.

THE PRESIDENT:
here.



Thank you.

Thank you very much.THE PRESIDENT:

Thank you, Richard. Thank you, Mitchell.Thank you.

Ladies and gentlemen, I asked these families to come 
here today to make a point that I think every American needs to 
understand about this bill, 
pro-choice/pro-life debate, 
have been injected into that.

This is not about the
This is not a bill that ever should

This terrible problem affects a few hundred Americans 
every year who desperately want their children, are trying to build 
families, and are trying to strengthen their families. And they 
should not become pawns in a larger debate, even though it is a 
serious and legitimate debate of profound significance.

I hope that we can continue to reduce the number of 
abortions in America. When I was governor I signed a bill to 
restrict late-term abortions, consistent with the Supreme Court 
decision of Roe v. Wade, only cases where the life or health of the 
mother is at risk. When I asked the supporters of the bill here to 
try to take account of this, they said, well, if we have a health 
exception you know you could — the doctor and the mother could say 
anything — they can't fit in their prom dress, that's a health 
exception — some terrible things like that.

And I said, no, no, no, I will accept language that says 
serious, adverse health consequences to the mother. Those three 
words. Everyone in the world will know what we're talking about. 
We're talking about these families. I implored them. I said, if 
you want to pass something on this procedure, let's make an 
exception for life and serious adverse health consequences so that 
we don't put these women in a position and these families in a 
position where they will lose all possibility of future 
child-bearing, or where the doctor can't say that they might die, 
but they could clearly be substantially injured forever.

And my pleas fell on deaf ears. The emotional power of 
the description of the procedure — which I might add did not cover 
the procedure these women had and did not cover all the procedures 
banned by the law — but the emotional power was so great that my 
plea just to take a decent account of these hundreds of families 
every year that are in this position fell on deaf ears. And, 
therefore, I had no choice but to veto the bill. I vetoed it just 
a few minutes ago before I met with these families.

And like everyone else, I just want to thank the 
President, because it's an enormous, enormous responsibility that 
he's taken. And we're all here to back him up — it's so, so 
important what he's doing.



Thank you. Thank you all very much.

END 5:40 P.M. EDT

As I said, and as they said, they never had a choice. 
This affects staunchly pro-life families as well as people that are 
pro-choice. They never had a choice. And I cannot in good 
conscience see their lives damaged and their potential to build 
good, strong families damaged.

That is what this veto is all about. And let me say 
again how profoundly grateful I am to them for coming here today 
and having the courage to tell their stories to the American 
people.

I will say again, if the Congress really wants to act 
out of a sincere concern that some of these things are done, which 
are wrong, in casual ways, then if they will meet my standards to 
protect these families, they could pass a bill that I would sign 
tomorrow. But these people have no business being made into 
political pawns.

We need more families in America like these folks. We 
need more parents in America like these folks. They are what 
America needs more of. And just because they happen to be in a 
tiny minority to bear a unique burden that God imposes on just a 
few people every year, we can't forget our obligation to protect 
their lives, their children, and their families' future.
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“Your veto of this bill is 
beyond comprehension for 
those who hold human life 
sacred,” the churchmen told the 
president ‘It will ensure the 

continued use of. the most 
heinous act to kill a tiny infant 

just seconds from taking his or 
her first breath outside the 

womb.”
The letter was jointly signed 

by Cardinal Hickey, Chicago 
Cardinal Joseph Bemardin, 

Philadelphia Cardinal Anthony 
Bevilacqua, Baltimore Cardinal 

William Keeler, Boston 
Cardinal Bernard Law, Los 

Angeles Cardinal Roger 
Mahony, Detroit Cardinal Adam 
Maida and New York Cardinal 

Cardinals' letter, page 6

Nation's cardinals
blast 'shameful veto' 
of abortion measure
By Richard Szczepanowski

CAJHOUC STANDARD

ardinal James Hickey, 
seven other U.S. cardi­
nals and the president of 

the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops wrote a “virtu­
ally unprecedented” joint letter 
Tuesday to President Clinton 
expressing “deep sorrow and 
dismay” over his presidential 

veto of a bill that would have 
outlawed partial-birth abortions.

Last Wednesday, the day he 
vetoed the measure, President 

Clinton wrote a personal letter to 
' Cardinal Hickey, defending his 

decision to keep the abortion 
procedure readily available to 

women.
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Cardinal's letterr 12 MYTHS OF RETIREMENT PLANNING \

long opposed them except where necessary to

“Mr. President, you and you alone had the

choice of whether or not to allow children, : on an elective basis where it is not necessary to 

almost completely bom, to be killed brutally tn , save the life of the woman or prevent serious 
partial-birth abortions," the churchmen wrote in | risks to her health.”

202-832-2200

Complete Pharmacy Service Tbey also noted that previous court deci­
sions have found that being too old, being

too young, being emotionally upset by
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of the bill by writing a personal page and one- 

half letter to Cardinal Hickey. Cardinal Hickey

Retreat for Separated and 
Divorced Catholics

May 24-26tt> 
Theme: Based on Anthony de Mello, SJ„ methods

Director. Wm. H. O-Brien. MA. M. Div„ 
Reservations: IJOD 870-3515 

Supporters of the ban have pointed out that the 

procedure is used mostly for elective reasons. 

The cardinals noted that abortionists have testi­

fied that the method is unnecessary and danger­

ous to women.
Cardinal Hickey and the other bishops are now 

working to muster support for a congressional 

override of the veto. Although the legislation was 

backed by both Democrats and Republicans in 

the House and Senate, it did not pass by enough 

votes to override Clinton’s veto.

ach of Maryland’s lawmakers representing 

s of the state located within the bound­

aries of the Archdiocese of Washington voted 

against the ban. They include Senators Barbara 

Mikulski and Paul Sarbanes and Representatives

Loyola Retreat House
A Jesuit Retreat House on the Potomac 

Faulkner, MD 20632 (301) 870-3515

In his weekly column in the Catholic 

Standard, Cardinal Hickey asked Catholics and 

other citizens to write to their Congress members 

and urge them to override the presidential veto of 

the partial-birth abortion ban.

Diabetic Care Center
Information Center

Pharmacy Consultation Available
Senior Citizens Discount

Q CodwGc Standord April 18, 1996

legislation passed and approved by the president.

The cardinal earlier had written three letters to

Clinton, urging him to sign the partial-birth abor­
tion ban into law. During Holy Week, Cardinal favor of this kind of carnage,’’ the cardinal wrote 

the lawmakers.
Reminding each of the lawmakers that “the major­

ity of your constituents find this abortion practice 

abhorrent” the cardinal told them that “moral and

Hickey also helped lead a prayer vigil outside the 

White House that drew an estimated 800 people

on a rainy night.
In his letter to Cardinal Hickey, Clinton said

his decision to support continued use of the pro- political prudence would dictate that you take the 

cedure came after “I have studied and prayed , appropriate actions to override this veto.” 

about (it) for many months.” He said that while 

he opposes the use of such procedures, he sought 

a "health” exception to any legislation seeking to

curb its use.
“I am against late-term abortions and have

FREE Booklet • No Obligation
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their letter. “Your choice was to say ‘yes’ and to | 

allow this killing more akin to infanticide than | 

abortion to continue." j
TVa klckrvnc coi/l tkr»v cruiaht tn “iindprvnre > cover 

cases where the doctor believes not that the 

mother's death is probable, but rather that, with­

out the procedure, serious physical harm, often 

including losing the ability to have more chil­

dren, is very likely to occur."
Clinton wrote that while he recognizes 

Cardinal Hickey’s "desire to eliminate the use of 

a procedure you see as inhumane," he considered 

it “even more inhumane” to disallow partial-birth 

abortions without the exceptions he sought

rtTTbe president also sought to explain why the
 J. “life exception" in the version be vetoed was

The bishops said they sought to “underscore [ unacceptable to him. He said it "fails to 

our resolve to be unremitting and unambiguous

in our defense of human life."

Although the measure contained an exemption

for cases where the life of the mother is threatened.

Clinton said he vetoed the bill because it did not

contain a "serious adverse health consequences"

clause. The president maintained such a clause

would allow the procedure in cases where there was

not a direct threat to the mother’s life.

Wellington 
Pharmacy

Located in Main Lobby ot Providence Hospital

1160 Vamum St, N.E. 
Washington, D.C.

Tn their correspondence, the churchmen exam- 
JLined the president’s professed reason for veto­

ing the measure, and offered their response.

“ ’Health,’ as the courts define it in the context

of abortion, means virtually anything that has to

do with a woman’s overall ’well-being,'" the

churchmen said. “Most people have no idea that
if a woman has an abortion because she is not [ 

married, the law considers that an abortion for a

’health’ reason."
They also noted that previous court decisions

have found that being too old, being too young,

being emotionally upset by pregnancy or having

a pregnancy interfere with schooling or a career

can also be defined as "health” reasons to have

an abortion. “As you know and we know, an
exception for ’health' means abortion on j

demand,” they told the president
The churchmen vowed to instruct Catholics and

“other people of good will" to do all they can to

urge Congress to override “this shameful veto.”

“Mr. President your action on this matter

takes our nation to a critical turning point in its

treatment of helpless human beings," the letter to

Clinton said. “It moves our nation one step fur­

ther toward acceptance of infanticide ... (and) it

sounds an alarm that public officials are moving

our society ever more rapidly to embrace a cul­

ture of death.”
Meanwhile, Clinton sought to defend his veto Constance Morelia, Steny Hoyer and Albert 

Wynn. The cardinal has written to all of those 

 „ congressional members, asking them to override
has been in the forefront in the battle to get the ' the veto.

“Clearly this mistake must be reversed, and I 

am depending on your moral sensibility to 

change your previous vote which has been in

pregnancy or having a pregnancy inter­
fere with schooling or a career can also be 

defined as 'health' reasons to have an 

abortion. 'As you know and we know, an 

exception for 'health' means abortion on 
demand,' they told the president.

From pag* 1

John O’Connor. Also signing the letter was
Cleveland Bishop Anthony Pilla, president of the protect the life or health of the mother," Clinton 
bishops’ conference. | wrote to the cardinal. “In short, I do not support

‘Mr. President, you and you alone had die the use of this (partial-birth abortion) procedure

Lord. (Want To Be Healed
a Charismatic HeaCnj Retreat 

with
Sister Rutbaon WiBams. OP. 

and 
Sister Linda Anne Ranard. A.S.C. 

June 14-16.1996

During this weekend, we wilt go to the Lord for the healing we need. The 

retreat will include teaming to heal our inner child, our boundaries, our anxieties, 

our wounded emotioas and our hidden addictions We ll look at ways in which 

txxtependency plays its part in all of this And in Eucharist, 

teachings, quiet time, music, sharing, and healing prayer, we 

win pm ourselves inlo the loving hands of Jesus with the 

confidence that he will heal us.

Donation for the weekend is SI 10.00. To register, please call or 

, write LOYOLA RETREAT HOUSE PO. Box 9. Faulkner, 
k Maryland 20632. Telephone: 3O1-87O-3515 

—ola Retreat House has been provided by 

/ collins Funeral Home, Inc. 
/ lily Owned and Operated) 

' jversity Blvd. West (at Dennis Ave.) 

Spring, MD Parking on Premises

(301) 593-9500
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'Whose humanity
will be denied next?'

P

By Richard Szczepanowski 

CAFHOUC STANDARD

ro-life supporters reacted 
with outrage and anger to 

President Clinton’s veto 
last week of a bill that would 

ban a form of late-term abor­

tions known as “partial-birth 

abortions.”

Local and national religious 

and civic leaders assailed the 

action by the president, and some 
have contended that the veto 

could become a major issue in 
this fall’s presidential campaign.

“By a stroke of a pen, 
President Clinton vetoed a bill 
that would have prevented doc­

tors from killing completely 
formed children practically at 

the moment of birth,” Cardinal 

Hickey said. ‘If we deny the 
humanity of a child as it is being 

bom, whose humanity will be 

denied next?”

Earlier, Cardinal Hickey had 

written to Clinton three times, 
pleading with the president to 

“exercise moral authority” and 

not veto the measure. The cardi-
Presodenfs veto, page 7

Pro-life leaders assail president's veto 
on proposed partial-birth abortion ban
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nal called the partial-birth abortion procedure 

“abortion on demand of the most heinous type."

Cardinal Hickey issued a strongly worded state­

ment condemning the action, saying it should be a 

matter considered by voters later this year.

“Not only Catholics, but all Americans who 

respect life should sit up and take notice," Cardinal 

Hickey said. ‘'Thoughtful Americans should keep 

this in mind as they ponder their choices on elec­

tion day.”

Tom Grenchik, director of the archdiocesan Pro-
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1 st Issue of Every Month
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301 853-455
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Clinton appeared with five women, including one 

who identified herself as a Roman Catholic and 

Less than two hours after the presidential veto, another who called herself "pro-life.” Each said 

they underwent the procedure because of health 

problems, and they were supportive of the presi­

dent’s action keeping the abortion method available. 

“What America should understand from this 

veto is that President Clinton is defending the 

killing of live, kicking babies who feel pain and 

who are a mere three inches from birth," said 

Michael A. Fetguson, executive director of the 

Catholic Campaign for America.

Courses for 
Summer ’96

June 23 - August 2

Classical Philosophy
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Monday/Wednesday: 700-9:30 PM
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standing as a civilized society.”

In vetoing the ban, the president said that while 

partial-birth abortion “appears inhumane," such a 

procedure is “potentially lifesaving (and) cer­

tainly health-saving.” The bin did contain an 

exception allowing the procedure in cases when 

the mother’s life was al risk, but the president had 

sought an exemption for other health reasons.

In performing the procedure, a doctor grabs the 

feet of a fetus with forceps, and pulls the body up 

to the head, through the birth canal. The doctor 

then stabs surgical scissors into the base of the 

baby’s skull, creating an opening to insert a 

catheter to suction out the baby's brains. This caus­

es the baby’s skull to collapse, allowing easy 

removal of the head to complete the procedure.

’Tn order to pay a political debt to pro-abortion 

activists. President Clinton will allow thousands of liv­

ing, late-term babies to be mostly dekvered and then 

painfully killed,” said Douglas Johnson, legislative 

director of the National Right to Life Commitlee.

In ceremonies marking his veto of the bill.

T Te added that “President Clinton has done a 
JLI-great disservice to the American Catholic 

community, which is unified in its rejection of the 

heinous partial-birth abortion (method).”

As Congress crafted the measure, Clinton 

vowed he would veto any partial-birth abortion 

ban that did not include a “health of the mother” 

exemption. Supporters of the measure on both 

sides of the aisle said such an exemption would 

virtually gut the bill of any strength.

“It is also well known that a ‘health’ abortion, as 

interpreted by the Supreme Court, includes rea­

sons having to do with a woman’s marital status 

and age, as well as for any reason relevant to a 

pregnant woman’s social or emotional ‘well­

being,’ " Cardinal Law said. ‘Tn other words, the 

exception the president insists upon would only 

ensure the continued practice of partial-birth abor­

tion for virtually any reason whatsoever.”

The “health of the mother” clause, pro-lifers 

have insisted, could be twisted to fit just about any 

case in which a woman sought an abortion.

“Most partial-birth abortions are conceded to be 

purely elective, but the legal language demanded 

by President Clinton would not prevent a single 

partial-birth abortion,” Johnson said.

Most pro-life advocates called on Congress to 

override the veto. “We strongly urge Congress to 

override this indefensible presidential veto and to 

begin to bring a modicum of sanity to the abortion 

debate in our society,” Cardinal Law said.

While the measure passed both the House and 

the Senate with wide bipartisan support, it appears

“Since President Clinton cannot accept this very 

modest restriction on abortion, it is clear there is no 

restriction, under any circumstance, for any rea­

son, he would accept,” Sen. Dole said. ‘This is the 

definition of abortion-on-demand and the defini­

tion of ‘extremist’ on this issue."

CHA president Curley said the veto “positions 

the president on the extreme end of the abortion 

debate, and in this regard represents a serious 

political miscalculation.”

Ferguson also called on Catholics to remember 

the veto at election time. Calling the veto an 

“alienation by the White House of Catholic 

Americans," be said, "Catholic Americans will not 

forget in November that we need a president who 

will promote a respect for all human Me."

Notre Dame Institute for Catechetics is accredited by the 

Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools to award a Master of Arts in Religious Studies. NDI is 

also certified by the Diocese of Arlington to offer a Catechetical 

Diploma and a Certificate in Catechetics.
Please write or call for details.

Notre Dame Institute
4407 Sano Street 

Alexandria, Virginia 22312-1553
(703) 658-4304

Z^riurley said the presidental action represented 

K_^“a further deterioration in respect for human 

life and a further coarsening of our self-under- there are not enough votes for an override, 

standing as a civilized society.” . Many see abortion as major campaign issue in

this election year. Apparent Republican presiden­

tial candidate Sen. Bob Dole of Kansas does not 

support the procedure. He has said the procedure 

“blurs the line between abortion and infanticide."

Life Office, said that with his veto “President 

Clinton has once again proven that be is the most 

aggressive and dangerous promoter of abortion in 

the world.”

“His veto pen has made lawful the brain-suck­

ing deaths of partially bom infants," Grenchik 

said. He added that the veto shows the president to 

be “the radical pro-abortion extremist... (and) 

morally bankrupt”

Boston Cardinal Bernard Law, chairman of the 

U.S. bishops’ Committee for Pro-Life Activities, 

denounced the veto “not only from the resources 

of our faith, but also as a citizen.”

“No rhetoric about ‘safe, legal and rare’ abor­

tions can camouflage the nature of this presidential 

veto,” Cardinal Law said. ‘It is a declaration of 

unconditional support for abortion... under any 

circumstances and by any means whatsoever, even 

those bordering on infanticide."

A recent poll conducted by the Tarrance Group 

showed that 71% of all Americans and 65% of 

those who identify themselves as “pro-choice” 

supported a ban on partial-birth abortions.

“President Clinton’s veto of (the) legislation ... 

represents flawed moral leadership that runs fun­

damentally contrary to the beliefs of an over­

whelming majority of Americans,” said John E. 

Curley, president and CEO of the Catholic Health 

Assocation of the United States, an organization of 

more than 1,200 Catholic-sponsored health facili­

ties and organizations.
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illy me. Up until a week ago Wednesday. I actually thought President Clinton would 

not veto legislation that would ban a most gruesome and disgusting procedure known 

as “partial-birth abortion.” >
In my heart of hearts, I really thought the president would do the noble thing and sign the 

ban into law.
I know Clinton is a staunch promoter of abortion, and I know that from his very first day 

in office he has done everything he could to make abortion as easy 
| and as available as, say, getting a tooth pulled. But, 1 honestly 

thought that even this man would be sickened enough by the pro­

cedure to distance himself from it Like I said, silly me.
The reason why this method of abortion is called “partial-birth” 

is simple: using forceps, a doctor grabs the feet of the baby from 
the mother’s womb, and pulls the body up to the head, through the 
birth canal. The doctor then subs surgical scissors into the base of 

the baby’s skull, creates an opening, and inserts a catheter to suc- 
| tion out the baby’s brains. This causes the baby’s skull to collapse, 

allowing easy removal of the head to complete the procedure.

And what does our president say about all of this? He concedes that the procedure 

“appears inhumane." Appears inhumane? Sony, Mr. President, but it is inhumane. Forceps 

grab a human’s legs. A catheter suctions out a human brain. We are not talking about a mere 

mass of cells. We are talking about human life. 
In preparing my stories on reaction to the president’s veto, I heard a lot of comment that this

horrible and undefendable procedure borders on infanticide. I disagree'. This is infanticide.

President Clinton, who likes to paint himself as a middle-of-the road moderate on this 
issue, promised to make abortion “safe, legal and rare.” What has he done to make abortion 

rare? Nothing. In fact, all of his actions disprove that claim. In every instance, he has pro­

moted measures that increase access to abortion on demand.
Clinton’s veto of this bipartisan bill goes beyond some sort of devotion to the idea of a 

“women’s right to choose” or backing the esoteric ideal of one having “control over one’s 
body.” This is outright support for, indeed promotion of, a specific procedure that rips a baby 

— not a glob of tissue, but a baby — from his or her mother’s womb.
There has been much ballyhoo about this presidential action alienating the “Catholic 

vote." While I am proud to be a part of a religion so identified for its indefatigable support 
of life, this is not merely a Catholic issue. A Tarrance Group poll found that 71% of all 

Americans and 65% of those who identify themselves as “pro-choice” supported a ban on 

partial-birth abortions. Naturally, anyone of good will would.
Clinton relished his veto of the bill. Look at the flourish with which he did his dirty work. 

He hustled out five women who said they underwent the abortion and now support it as a 

viable procedure. One of those women identified herself as a practicing Catholic. The 
woman may identify herself as a Catholic, but she is not following what the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church says. It notes that “formal cooperation in an abortion constitutes a grave 
offense. The Church attaches the canonical penalty of excommunication to this crime against 

human life” (# 2272).
This lady can identify herself however she wants; just as our “safe, legal and rare” presi­

dent does. No matter what they call themselves, they ought to hang their heads in sorrow. 
And those of us who see this deadly procedure for what it is ought to pray to God for them 

to recognize the truth.

1 < ■•■1
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'With deep sorrow and disma/
Text of cardinals' letter to president on partial-birth abortion ban veto

A <r. President, your action on this matter takes our 
IVlnation to a critical turning point in its treatment

Sincerely yours.

■

Cardinal Roger Mahony, 

Archbishop of Los Angeles

Cardinal Adam Maida, 

Archbishop of Detroit

Cardinal William Keeler, 

Archbishop of Baltimore

Cardinal Anthony Bevilacqua, 

Archbishop of Philadelphia

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin,

Archbishop of Chicago

Cardinal Bernard Law, 

Archbishop of Boston

Cardinal James Hickey,

Archbishop of Washington

Cardinal John O’Connor, 

Archbishop of New York

Bishop Anthony Piila,
President, National Conference of Catholic Bishops

of helpless human beings inside and outside the womb. 

It moves our nation one step further toward acceptance 

of infanticide. Combined with the two recent federal 

appeals court decisions seeking to legitimize assisted 

suicide, it sounds the alarm that public officials are 

moving our society ever more rapidly to embrace a cul­

ture of death.
Writing this response to you in unison is, on our part, 

virtually unprecedented. It will, we hope, underscore 

our resolve to be unremitting and unambiguous in our 

defense of human life.

Insight

---------- - /oUowinj ir rhe text of a letter hand delivered

to the While House Tuesday regarding the pres- 

___ ident's recent veto of a congressional bill that 

would have banned partial-birth abortions except 

when the mother’s life was at risk. The letter, addressed 

to President Clinton, was signed by Cardinal Hickey 

and seven other American cardinals, along with 

Cleveland Bishop Anthony Piila, the president of the 

National Conference of Catholic Bishops.)

the most widely used textbook on bow to perform 

abortions, has said of partial-birth abortions: “I would 

dispute any sutement that this is die safest procedure to 

use."
Mr. President, all abortions are lethal for unborn 

children, and many are unsafe for their mothers. This is 

even more evident in the late-term, partial-birth abor-. 

tion. in which children are killed cruelly, their mothers 

placed at risk, and the society that condones it brutal­

ized in the process.

Dear President Clinton,
It is with deep sorrow and dismay that we respond to 

your April 10 veto of the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban 

Act
Your veto of this bill is beyond comprehension for 

those who bold human life sacred. It will ensure the 

continued use of the most heinous act to kill a tiny 

infant just seconds from taking his or her first breath 

outside the womb.
At the veto ceremony, you told the American people 

that you “had no choice but to veto the bill." Mr. 

President, you and you alone had the choice of whether 

or not to allow children almost completely bom, to be 

killed brutally in partial-birth abortions. Members of 

both Houses of Congress made their choice. They said 

NO to partial-birth abortions. American women voters 

have made their choice. According to a February 1996 

poll by Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin & Associates, 78% 

of women vochers said NO to partial-birth abortions. 

Your choice was to say YES and to allow this killing 

more akin to infanticide than abortion to continue.

During the veto ceremony, you said you had asked 

Congress to change H.R. 1833 to allow partial-birth 

abortions to be done for "serious adverse health conse­

quences" to the mother. You added that if Congress had 

included that exception, “everyone in the world will 

know what we’re talking about"
On the contrary, Mr. President not everyone in the 

world would know that “health,” as the courts define it 

in the context of abortion, means virtually anything 

that has to do with a woman’s overall “well-being.” For 

example, most people have no idea that if a woman has 

an abortion because she is not married, the law consid­

ers that an abortion for a “health" reason.
Similarly, if a woman is “too young” or “too old,” if 

she is emotionally upset by pregnancy, or if pregnancy 

interferes with schooling or career, the law considers 

those situations as “health" reasons for abortion. In 

other words, as you know and we know, an exception 

for “health" means abortion on demand.

You say there is a difference between a “health” 

exception and an exception for “serious adverse health 

consequences.” Mr. President, what is the difference —

legally — between a woman being too young and 

being “seriously" too young? What is the difference — 

legally — between being emotionally upset and being 

“seriously” emotionally upset? From your study of this 

issue, Mr. President, you must know that most partial­

birth abortions are done for reasons that are purely 

elective.
It was instructive that the veto ceremony included no 

physician able to explain how a woman’s physical 

health is protected by almost fully deUvering her living 

child, and then killing that child in the most inhumane 

manner imaginable before completing the delivery. As 

a matter of fact, a partial-birth abortion presents a 

health risk to the woman. Dr. Warren Hem, who wrote

As Catholic bishops and as citizens of the United 

States, we strenuously oppose and condemn your veto 

of H R. 1833 which will allow partial birth abortions to 

continue.
In the coming weeks and months, each of us, as well 

as our bishops’ conference, will do all we can to edu­

cate people about partial-birth abortions. We will 

inform them that partial-birth abortions will continue 

because you chose to veto H R. 1833.

We will also urge Catholics and other people of good 

will — including the 65% of self-described “pro- 

choice” voters who oppose partial-birth abortions — to 

do all that they can to urge Congress to override this 

shamefid veto.
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Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

In short, I do not support the use of the procedure on 
an elective basis where it is not necessary to save the 
life of the woman or prevent serious risks to her health.

That is why I implored Congress to add a limited 
exemption for the small number of compelling cases 
where use of the procedure is necessary to avoid seri­
ous health consequences. The life exception in the cur­
rent bill fails to cover cases where the doctor believes 
not that the mother’s death is probable, but rather that, 
without the procedure, serious physical harm, often 
including losing the ability to have more children, is 
very likely to occur. I want to say again that if Congress 
will amend the bill as I have suggested, remedying its 
constitutional and human defect, I will sign the bill.

Again, I thank you for your concern. These are painful 
and sobering issues. I understand your desire to eliminate 
the use of a procedure you see as inhumane. But to elim­
inate it without taking into consideration the rare and 
tragic circumstances in which its use may be necessary 
would be, in my judgment, even more inhumane.

Although I know you disagree with me on this mat­
ter, I hope we can continue our dialogue and continue 
to work together on the broad array of issues on which 
we do agree. I need your help and your insight.

• following is the text of a letter President 
Clinton sent to Cardinal Hickey last Wednesday, 

___ the day the president vetoed the partial-birth 
abortion ban.

Dear Cardinal Hickey:
I want to thank you for your letters on H.R. 1833. I 
appreciate and considered the strong moral convictions 
you expressed.

This is a difficult and disturbing issue, one which I 
have studied and prayed about for many months. I am 
against late-term abortions and have long opposed 
them, except where necessary to protect the life or 
health of the mother. As governor of Arkansas, I signed 
into law a bill that barred third trimester abortions, with 
an appropriate exception for life or health, and I would 
sign such a bill now if it were presented to me.

Indeed, when I first heard the procedure referred to 
in H.R. 1833 described, I thought I would support the 
bill. But as I studied the matter and learned more about 
it, I came to understand that this is a rarely used proce­
dure, justifiable as a last resort when doctors judge it 
necessary to save a woman’s life or to avert serious 
health consequences to her.

In the past months, I have learned of several cases of 
women who desperately wanted to have their babies, 
who were devastated to learn that their babies had fatal 
conditions and would not live, who wanted anything 
other than an abortion, but who were advised by their 
doctors that this procedure was their best chance to 
avert the risk of death or grave harm which, in some 
cases, would have included an inability to ever bear 
children again. For these women, this was not about 
choice. This was not about having a headache or fitting 
into a prom dress, as some have regrettably suggested. 
This was not about choosing against having a child. 
These babies were certain to perish before, during or 
shortly after birth. The only question was how much 
grave damage was going to be done to the woman.

President's letter
to Cardinal Hickey
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Confused? Welcome to the abortion debate

T

XTot to be dissuaded from their campaign to court 
IN public approval, NAF, Planned Parenthood, and
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the National Abortion and Reproduction Rights 
Action League (NARAL) then began claiming that it 
was the anesthesia given to the mother that killed her 
baby. It wasn't the stabbing or suctioning. This claim 
was repeated over and over in newspapers, women's 
magazines, and so on. Pregnant women with sched­

Alvare is director of Planning and Information at 
the Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities of the National. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops in Washington, D.C.)

arguments regarding partial birth abortion are based 
on the sutements of abortion advocates and partial 
birth abortionists themselves. The other side ignores 
their own evidence and offers only anecdotes and the 
uninformed opinions of non-experts. Still, their 
claims receive more public exposure.

A few examples tell the story. The first wave of pub­
lic education about partial birth abortion described the 
procedure in the words of one of its practitioners. Dr. 
Martin Haskell. The public was horrified to learn that 
late-term infants, mostly delivered outside of their moth­
ers, could be stabbed in the head and have their heads 
vacuumed, then crushed, under the guise of Roe v. 
Wade. Enter the first untruth: wanting to avert disap­
proval of killing live infants this way, the National 
Abortion Federation (NAF) hastily assured the public 
that the children were dead before all the nasty instru­
mentation began! One slight problem with its public 
claim — a partial-birth abortionist refuted it He said that 
the vast majority of the babies he aborted this way were 
still alive when he stabbed them.

|he abortion debate is placing me in serious 
jeopardy of making me downright cynical and 
distrustful. And if that happens, I can blame it 

in part, on the conduct of abortion advocates during 
the latest epic struggle over partial birth abortion.

There is a pretty simple reason why partial birth has 
caused abortion advocates to behave with even less 
veracity than usual: when
faced with the facts about a 
particular abortion proce­
dure, about the humanity of 
the victim and the brutality of 
the surgery, abortion advo­
cates have nowhere in the 
factual universe to run. And 
so they resort to untruths. A 
whole host of them.

Dealing with these gets old
fast. Not merely because boldface lies are always pro­
voking, but also because abortion advocates seem to 
get away with them so repeatedly. As a British preach­
er once opined: “A lie will go around the whole world 
and back while the truth is still pulling on its boots.” 
In other words, before a pro-life group can refute an 
untruth in its first incarnation, it tends to appear in 10 
more publications—a Planned Parenthood fact sheet, 
congressional testimony, a Boston Globe opinion col­
umn, and so on. It’s impossible to type, dial or talk 
fast enough to keep up with it!

What’s even more frustrating is that the pro-life 

lions want women to know this? His genuine confusion 
reminded me of how a child reacts when first discover­
ing that the world is not all goodness and light

You poor fellow, I thought. Welcome to the abor­
tion debate.
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uled surgery were coming to their doctors with 
sweaty, folded magazine articles asking whether the 
anesthesia they would get was the kind that “could 
kill their babies.”

Finally the American Society of Anesthesiologists 
(ASA) could stand it no longer. Without taking a position 
on the bill to ban partial birth abortions, the ASA made a 
public statement, followed by two sworn statements 
before Congress, that there was absolutely no credible 
scientific evidence to support the claim that the baby was 
killed by anesthesia. Two anesthesiologists even said 
that if you gave enough anesthesia to the mother so that 
it killed the baby, the mother would be dead too! Having 
made these statements publicly, the ASA director, a self­
avowed supporter of legal abortion, was then shocked to 
find that the same media outlets who had quoted the 
false claims of the abortion lobby never printed his 
expert denials. This doctor couldn’t understand why the 
press wouldn’t want to alert pregnant women that it was 
perfectly safe for them to undergo necessary surgery and 
receive anesthesia. Wouldn’t “pro-woman” organiza-
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by James Cardinal HickeyFrom the Cardinal

Ask our senators to support life
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well within the power of Congress and the president to 
stop this horrible practice. President Clinton has already 
made his choice. Now it is up to the Congress to override 
the president’s disgraceful veto.

*
✓

✓

Senator Barbara Mikulski
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Senator Paul Sarbanes
309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

c 
t

I urge you to write them this very day. Don’t do it 
for me. Don’t do if for any political motive. Do it 
because it is the right thing to do. Do it for the chil­
dren. Do it for our nation. Do it because you love and 
respect human life!

second disguise offered by our president to justi- 
j his veto is that the Partial Birth Abortion Ban 

Act is unconstitutional. Again untrue. No court, not 
even the Supreme Court in Roe vs. Wade, ever 
addressed the legality of killing a live, mostly deliv­
ered child in the process of being bom.

The plain truth is that the vast majority of partial birth 
abortions are purely elective. The plain truth is that it is 

politics of his decision. My job is to be like a prophet in 
the Old Testament crying aloud in protest in the streets 
and neighborhoods of this archdiocese. My task is to 
denounce the president's appalling veto allowing the 
continued killing of babies seconds before their birth. 
My responsibility is to educate those who may be 
deceived by efforts to disguise a morally outrageous 
decision in the clothes of compassion.

We should be aware of two such disguises.
First, partial birth abortion is sometimes portrayed 

as “good for women.” Indeed, the president has said 
that partial birth abortion should be legal to protect 
both the life and health of the mother. Evidently the 
president chose not to believe the well qualified 
experts who testified before Congress that this proce­
dure is not medically necessary. Even Dr. Warren 
Hem, author of the nation’s most widely used abor­
tion textbook, does not believe that partial birth abor­
tion is good for women. Let me quote Dr. Hem: “I 
have very serious reservations about this procedure... 
I would dispute any statement that this is the safest 
procedure to use... It is bad enough that partial birth 
abortion places women at risk; but it is always lethal 
to the child!

i
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nphat brings the matter a little closer to home, to our 
JL Maryland Senators, Barbara Mikulski and Paul 

Sarbanes. If you check the record, you will find, 
regrettably, that both senators voted against the Partial 
Birth Abortion Ban Act. In other words, they are cur­
rently on the side of the president; they are likely to 
sustain his veto.

With all my heart, I urge you to write to Senator 
Mikulski and Senator Sarbanes. Please ask them to 
change course. Ask them to vote to override the pres­
ident’s veto. Ask them to look carefully at the bar­
barous practice they are supporting. Encourage them 
to discard the disguises of death and to support life.

Here is where to write:

often try to regale my readers with stories from the 
past as a way of illustrating some insight into our 
.faith. But this week, I need to sound an alarm. 

This week, I want to speak from my heart as your 
archbishop and to ask your cooperation in a very 
important matter.

As you probably know, last week President Clinton 
vetoed the Partial Birth
Abortion Ban Act This legis­
lation would have made it 
illegal for doctors to take the 
life of partially bom children.
All abortion, of course, is an 
unjustifiable attack on inno­
cent human life, but partial 
birth abortion is particularly 
heinous. It is the killing of a 
fully-formed child about to 
take a first breath. Most so- 
called “pro-choice” physicians cannot tolerate this 
morally repugnant procedure. Most Americans, even 
so-called “pro-choice” Americans, oppose it. 
Congress passed a law banning it.

By the stroke of a pen. President Clinton vetoed the 
will of the people. But he did more than that. He 
moved the country deeper into what Pope John Paul II 
calls “the culture of death.” By his decision the presi­
dent made it clear that his administration will not tol­
erate any compromise whatsoever on abortion. In a 
word, the president has cast his lot with extremists in 
the abortion debate.

Some have called the president’s action a serious 
political miscalculation. It is not for me to analyze the 

-
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Helen Alvore, tw U.S. bishop*' spoke*- 

womon on pro-Be issue*, speak* during die 

panel discussion on the CadsoGc vote.

arena, Alvare said that some still greet 

these with the “sentiment that religion

Catholic bishops’ Secretariat for Pro-Life 

Activities; Pat Fagan of the Heritage 

Foundation; Robert Royal of the Ethics 

and Public Policy Center, Don Devine. 

Washington columnist and political con­

sultant to the likely Republican presiden­

tial nominee. Sen. Robert Dole of 

Kansas; and Carl Anderson, the dean of 

and a scholar in family law at the 

Pontifical John Paul 0 Institute for 

Studies on Marriage and Family and vice

>

Donovan of the Family Research Councfl. 

The symposium also included authori­

ties such as Helen Alvare, the director of 

planning and information for the U5. 

.. cuMMOtorrMAnxwMwa 

to a political party.”

O’Beime said, “Younger Catholics 

don’t have the affinity for the Democratic 

Party that their ancestors had.” She point-

that Catholics cast 30% of the vote in 

1994. The Church census calculates the 

Catholic U.S. population at 23%, while 

Gallup and other surveyors put it even 

higher, at between 27 and 30%.

What is behind the Catholic vote?

Alvare, who has been very visible in the 

recent campaign on behalf of the partial­

birth abortion ban vetoed by President __ 

Clinton last week, said, "Love of God and

SynAoted columnist Made SWekfc, right, and Kate f/Belnw of> .'Nafooci Review' worn

‘ t the same time, she believes 

t Clinton will have a difficult 
i time wooing the Catholic vote this year 

■ because "people recognize him as a liberal 

and Catholics are not liberals.” She 

referred to the Cairo Conference on popu-

* . *" »• • »■* * i,

The Catholic vote
Panelists debate which parties, issues Catholic voters will be drawn to on election

She also said, ‘The more upscale I 

Catholics are, the more Republican they are" 

And the issues for voting Catholics in 

1994 when many Catholic Republicans

ed out that
Ronald Reagan in 1980: “He made the 

Republican Party attractive to Catholics." 

But then Catholics also voted in signifi­

cant numbers for Ross Perot, the thitd party 

candidate, in 1992. According to data 

offered by the Hibernians, as much as 29% 

of the Catholic vote in one state, Arizona, 

went to Perot In many other states more 

than 20% of the Catholic vote went to Perct 

__  ___________ “This showed a disaffection with 

president for public policy of the Knights either (major) party,’jatd (TBeirne 

of Columbus.

The Catholic vote is an important one 

by any measure, the panelists said.

Research done by the Hibernians show

- BOSSES;

■'K

; ■

------------- ; Catholic vote, traditionally

Democratic and linked with the 

___  New Deal, may. look to the 

Republican Party in 1996 or follow a 

third-party candidate.

That was the general consensus of a 

synyxisium on the Catholic vote held at 

the Catholic University of America this 

week. Sponsored by CUA’s Department 

of Politics and the Ancient Order of 

Hibernians, the symposium included the 

outspoken remarks of such politicaJ pun­

dits as syndicated columnist Mark 

Shields, Kate O’Beime of the Natioful 

Review, and journalist Chris Matthews. 

They gave their views on the Catholic 

vote along with Stuart Rothenberg who

■“-S’* 1?
y

many of the speakers that Catholics do i go weD with Catholics.” 

not vote as a bloc, but there is “over- j
whelming evidence that religion informs j At the st 

their views. There is no firm attachment I XXPresident

w
kb' (
' 9

in 1980 as young voters became pOPv, 

candidates in adulthood.. In Maryland 

for the' first time. Catholic voters voted 

for a Republican candidate for governor 

by a 56% margin over a Catholic 

love of fellow man. As moral supporters 

fafi away from the Church — newspapers, . 

some universities, for instance — the 

Church must not be silent” ’. ■ ? J—;'

Hi

# -***• Z » s-e

As pro-life issues come to the front of 

political discussions, Alvare said, 

“Abortion is always wrapped up in the 

question of whether mothering is a bur­

den or a gift. Euthanasia is about the way

ruw -____ ___________u ___ look at disable<1 eMer,y■
publidies^a "political report and’ Otuck With such weighty issues in the political

f'.

hi^er..........----------o-,------------------------
The Heritage Foundation is a conservative 

thinktank.
Addressing the direction of the 

Cathotic vote, Kate O’Beime of the 

National Review voiced the views of ;

fl< *v;A . 
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is a staunch advocate of abortion rights.

Catholics did not support another 

Catholic, Patrick Buchanan, in the presi­

dential primary this year for another rea- 

| son, O’Beime said. “Expressing a posi­

tive agenda is crucial," she said. ‘That’s 

why Buchanan’s angry attitude did not 

Foundation scholar contaded ttet wfei 

dealing vyrth matters such as pressing for a 

hitter mifemum wage, “we have choices.”

"'/ma ,^U>.

among paraEd* who discussed M CafxA: vote al CaMSc UnivwUy 3

, m i' -»r . - -
were voted into Congress, O’Beime said,

were “abortion, family values and taxes.”

The Hibernians’ report said, ‘Twenty 

years igo titere were only five Catholic

Republicans in Congress. Today there are

55. Catholics who first voted for Reagan

the method. Many contend the procedure 

is one step away from infanticide.‘This, 

from a man who wanted to. make abor­

tion safe, minimal and rare," said 

himself svith fanatic feminists." x

AXn die other hand, Chris Matftews, 
xJhost of “Politics" on CNBC, said he 

thought Bill Clinton wffl win re-election, 

not because trfbis positions but because of 

the images he paints of himself. “He’s get­

ting certain people out of the room,” 

Matthews said. “All of a sudden the 

Catholic sensibility is on display. Hillary is 

out of the room After die vote (on toe par­

tial-birth abortion ban) this week, it will be 

back to V-chips and Mother Teresa.”

But Kate O’Beime countered, “Bob 

Dole is an easy sell to Cathobcs. School 

uniforms (Clinton has said he favors 

them) don't trump keeping children from 

being bom.”

Syndicated columnist Mark Shields 

said, “Dole's mortality is very much on 

people’s minds." Sen. Dole is 72, and 

President Clinton is 49.

But Matthews retorted that Clinton 

will win regardless of Ms vetoing toe par­

tial-birth abortion ban “because he’ll say 

he did it to help the mothers." (As he 

announced the veto dtis past Wednesday, 

President Clinton was photographed with 

tearful women who said they had partial­

birth abortions for health reasons. The 

president offered their cases as the reason 

he vetoed the ban, even though the mea­

sure contained an exception for women 

whose lives were at risk)

But O’Beime had the last word: “Bill 

Clinton will find himself defending the 

indefensible. I think it’s going to be a

i rSt

belongs in the home,” .. ,

. Patrick Fagan said that voting for a politi­

cian who takes an aggressive stand on behalf 

. cf an evfl such as abortion can even be a 

mortal sin, accortfing to some moral theolo­

gians. He also xfistinguished between “nat­
ters of evil and matters pfgoorT in toe 'poBC 

ical arena, pointing out that the Church must 

always be against matters of evil such as 

abortion. On toe other hand, the Heritage

i

Elders as surgeon general as two instances

of Clinton liberalism that did not go well

with Cathotic voters. At the Cairo
| Conference, toe Catholic Church's repre-

i sentatives waged an uphill battle to be
I heard, while Elders’comments on sexuali­

ty favored a permissiveness not in syn­

chronization with Church teaching.

TMs week O’Beime said Cfinton

acted out “another defining issue” when

he vetoed the partial-birth abortion ban

which had won votes in Confess from

those who often vote pro-abortion. Polls

done before the signing showed that a
majority of Americans favored banning ' major problem for him.”


