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MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM: Mark Gearan
RE: summer of Service clips
DATE: June 25, 1993

summer of Service has generated a great deal of favorable
press coverage, and I wanted to share with you some recent clips:

1. San Francisco Chronicle front-page story and photo;

2. USA Today story and photo;

3. New York Times photo and caption;

4. Philadelphia Inquirer front-page photograph (originally
printed in color);

5. Philadelphia Inquirer story and another photo;

6. Chicago Tribune story and photo;

7 Orlando Sentinel story and photo;

8. AP story describing Vice President Gore’s visit to
Treasure Island; and,

9. Atlanta Constitution front-page story and photo.

While we haven’t yet obtained them, we have heard of other
enthusiastic pieces in several regional newspapers, including the
Denver Post and the New Orleans Times Picayune.

We were also very pleased by television coverage of Summer
of Service, including major pieces on Treasure Island on "The
Today Show," "Good Morning America," "CNN Headline News," and
"MTV News." The training week was also mentioned on both the NBC
and CBS evening newscasts.

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING




Summer of dervice Starts in boot Cam)
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: : : ' PHOTOS BY BRANT WARD/THE C
foung people from Harlem shouted hellos to 1,500 participants at a rally marking the start of a week of teaching and leamin

Clinton’s corps
in training at
Treasure Island

By William Carlsen
Chronlcle Stay Writer
It looked like a scene out of
the 1960s. There were banners,
-hythmie cheers and chants,
southful enthusiasm and un-
-ested fdealism.,

But instead of marching
1gainst war or disrupting a mili-
ary base, this crowd of post-Coid
War, college-age men and wom-
>n came together to help the chil-
iren In their own communities
ind were using Treasure Island
vaval Base to do it.

Nearly 1,500 young people
from across the nation assembled

at the naval base yesterday to
launch President Clinton's “Sum.
mer of Service” program, the
prototype of an ambitious nation-
al youth service corps that Clin-
ton hopes will swell to 150,000
participants by 1897.

“1 was with President Clinton
just four months ago at Rutgers
University,” said Catherine Mil-
ton, executive director of the
Commission on National and
Community Service, at the open-
ing ceremony on Treasure Is
land's parade ground yesterday.

“IDlS WAas Just an 10dea that was
thrown out then. It was a dream.”

“You are pioneers today,” she
«0ld those gathered. “You are
aour by hour d g it and
utting it together. You are here
0 give hope back to our nation.”

For the next week, the young
reople, ages 17 to 25, will take
)art (n training that will prepare
hem for eight weeks of work
luring the summer in their own
'ommunities.

When they finish, they will
»egin tutoring children, helping
vith immunization drives, teach-
ing sex education, painting
schools, testing for lead poison.
ing and providing a range of oth-
er services aimed at benefiting
the poorest children in society.

In return for their participa-
tion, the young people will earn
the minimum wage, $425 an
hour, and 2 $1,000 stipend to ap-
ply toward their educations.

SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

JUNE 21, 1993
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I made my way out of the slums...I
want to give something back to my
community, to help others make it out’
— COLLEGE JUNIOR EFRAIN BERRIOS
They arrived all day Saturda forever,”
from Georgia, Maryland, Massa-
chusetts, Louisiana, Pennsylva. The chilly morning air did it
nia, California, New York, Ohio te to dampen the seemingly irre-
and Minnesota. The group from pressible enthusiasm of the par-
the Bay Area, which will work tcipants, who danced, sang and
under the supervision of the East wildly cheered each speaker dur.
Bay Conservation Corps this sum- Ing the opening ceremony,
mer, made up the largest contin. . »
They were welcomed at Pia Infante, one of the - gy
yes- i
Participants, in a to the
terday’s rally by Rear Admiral crowd. “Twenty-one percent of
Merrill Ruck, commander of the the children in the country are
naval base, who praised them for growing up in poverty. We're not
their dedication to community a third-world country but a {irst.
service. Vice President Al Gore is world country. It's pitiful”
scheduled to speak today. “The rebuilding of our nation iy
Reflecting the nations’ largest not in the hands of President Clin.
urban centers, the majority of ton. " she said, “or in the hands of
the participants are black, Latino the Congress, or in the hands of

and Asian. Fifty are members
from the Ofibway (Chippewa)
Tribe in Northern Minnesota,
who will help clean a river and
teach tribal history and heaith
care,

The Summer of Service pro-
gram is billed as a week of “boot
campstyle” training. The partici-
pants will occupy a row of bar-
racks left empty as the Navy
gradually pulls out of Treasure

Island, and they ate thetr rirst
meals yesterday in ome of the
base’s main mess halls.

“There wasn't any hot water
in the shower,” sald Julle Sad!-
gursky, a 20yearold sociology
major at the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley, who joined
the program to work with Oak-
land and Berkeley teenagers.
“You deal with t,” she shrugged.
“This is going to be the experi-
ence of mv life. and I'll treasnre it

our parents....[t’s in our hand<”

Efrain Berrios, a 19-vearold ju-
nior from Montclawr State Univer.
STty i New Jarsey, said he grewup
in the poorest neighborhoods of
Newark “! made my way out of
the slums,” he said. ‘T'm here be-
cause [ wunt to give something
back to my community, to heip
others wake it out t00.”

Trzbian Shorters, 28, a group
leader from Detroit who will pro-
vide training, calied the young

June 21,

people the “cream of the crop” in .

the nation.
“You can npever underestimate

the young people in this country,”
he eaid, ;

199
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Boot camp trains youths to step up as role models

By Maria Goodavage
UISA TODAY

TREASURE ISLAND, Calil.
— The cabin pressure bolh-
ered his ears, and landing over
the San Francisco Bay made
him jittery. But Isaac Vaughn,
17, says geting here was worth
every jangled nerve he got on
his first plane ride.

“This is a chance in a life-
time for me to help others who
need help more than mysell,”
says Vaughn, of Baltimore.

Aboul 1,500 youths from the
USA’s most troubled cities met
at this naval base Sunday for a
week-long bool camp-style
training that will teach them
leadership skills they can take
back to their neighborhoods.

The program, “Summer of
Service,” is the pilol to the na-
lional communily service pro-
gram President Clinton prom-
ised in his campaign. After the
training, participants will re-
turn home to serve in summer

projects focused on helping dis-
advantaged children.

Sunday, the program gol off
to a jamming. hip-hopping, rap-
ping and clapping stan as (he
youths, ages 17 1o 25, gathered

During one zealous moment,
the 75 participants from Atlan-
ta plunged to the ground when
the bleachers they were on col-

lapsed. Spirits and bodies un-

scathed, they untangled them-
selves and conlinued to cheer.

“We can’t be hurt,” says Til-

fany Thrasher, 18, of Atlania.
“The future rests with us, and
we've gol to help the kids that
need help so bad and give
them real hope.”

Organizers hope this week's
intensive physical, mental and
spiritual training will keep the
youths strong during the sum-
mer. They'll work in back-
breaking, often heartbreaking,
jobs for minimum wage plus a
$1,000 school stipend.

Jobs include testing for lead
paint poisoning in thousands of

low-income New York homes,
helping 15,000 at-risk children
in Oakland, Calif, with health,
education and sell-esteem
problems, and rebuilding
school grounds across the USA.

As part of this week's hands-
on lraining, participants will
spread oul across the Bay Area

By Mark Hundley, AP
SPIRITED: Clarissa Starks, left, and April Butts, from Atanta’s
Clark University, at a “Summer of Service’ rally in San Francisco.

and tutor school children,

clean up graffiti, paint public’

housing projects and help build
centers for low-income kids.
“Oh God, how we need their
help,” says Drucllla Wright, a
communily assistant at Emer-
son Elementary School in Oak-
land. “Sometimes you feel for-

golten, neglected "

Most of the participants say
they could be earning more at
other summer fjobs, “but l's
like this: The kids in our neigh-
borhoods need role models
real bad,” says Carol Leslin
Munroe, 22, of Newark, N.J.

The children aren't the only
ones depending on this sum-
mer's pliot program: The fu-
ture of the project ltself may
rest on the pilot’s success.

Congress Is expected lo vote
on the program based on the
success or fallure of the first
Summer of Service.

Clinton wants $400 million
next year for 25,000 jobs. By
19897, he hopes for 150,000 such
service-orlented youth jobs.

I's important, says Cather-

ine Milton, head of the Com-.

mission on National and Com-
munity Service, which Is
developing the program.
‘These youths may well be the
ones who will turn our country
around.”
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- Associated Press
Trainees for Youth Service Corps Start With a ‘Boot Camp’
Nearly 1,500 young people enrolled in a program to help tutor children
in some of the country’s poorest regions during the summer began a

will earn the minimum wage of $4.25 an hour and a $1,000 stipend to
weeklong training session yesterday at the Treasure Island Naval be applied to their education. They will work for eight weeks.

Base in San Francisco. In return, the youths, who range from 17 to 25,
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City Edition -

Is Barkley through?

After toughest loss, Charles not at all sure. Sports.

Raymond takes on Wimbledon

Prodigy Lisa Raymond of Wayne wins her first match on the grass. Sports.
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Young people in President Clinton's Summer of
Francisco. Therr workouts
minimum wage ang an ~ducation voucnor

Associated Press / ERIC RISBERG

Service program take physical training at Treasure Island Naval Station in San
yesterday were part of the fiest day in a week of preparation for community service in exchange for
'or a nanonal service program. Story and another picture: A3.
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Associated Press / ERIC RIS

Young people create a human knot during an exercise to build leadership at Treasure Island Naval Station. After this week's training, which
includes multicultural-awareness exercises, the nearly 1,500 participants will go to their communities to spend eight weeks helping children.

el —

A “new wave” trains to rebuild — and test Clinton’s national service plan.

An education for a Summer of Service

By Jane Meredith Adams
FOR THE INQUIRER

SAN FRANCISCO — Distancing

themselves from the kind of self--

indulgence and apathy that marred
the 1980s, 1,475 young people began
training yesterday in President Clin-
ton’s Summer of Service program,
vowing to help rebuild their commu-
nities and the nation.

“I feel this is a new wave,” said
Maxine Jenkins, 23, a nursing stu-
dent at Widener University, during
the first full day in a week of physi-
cal training, multicultural-aware-
ness exercises and leadership pep
1alks, including an address yesterday
by Vice President Gore.

“We're trying to change the whole
culture from the ‘me generation’ to
the ‘we generation,’" said Walker
Dearth, 21, of Sacramento, Calif.

The participants, ages 17 to 25, have
come to Treasare Island Naval Station
from cities such as Philadelphia, New
York and Los Angeles, suburbs, small

towns and an American Indian reser-
vation in Red Lake, Minn.

Next week, they will go home to
spend eight weeks helping children
in their communities. In exchange,
they will get minimum wage and a
$1,000 education voucher to pay tu-
ition or student loans.

“I know I'm going to do my best,"”
said Nadine Grant, 21, a West Phila-
delphia resident and senior in Tem-
ple University’s nursing program,
“because those children were me.”

Summer of Service is a trial run of
the President’'s ambitious national
service initiative, which cleared two
key committees in the House and Sen-
ate last week. Both programs are de-
signed to channel workers into exist-
ing projects in their own communities.

Critics of the initiative have balked
at its $379 million price tag for the
first year, during which 15,000 people
of all ages would receive up to $5.000
in education vouchers for each year
of service. By the fourth year of the

program, as many as 150,000 people
would be enrolled at a cost critics
estimate at $34 billion. (The legisla-
tion does not provide a cost estimate.)
All who participate also would receive
minimum wage, health benefits and
child-care service.

Summer of Service will cost nearly
$9 million, money that Congress al-
ready has appropriated. The program
includes 150 participants from the
Philadelphia area who will work for
ICARE (Immunize Children at Risk
Early). The goal is to immunize 8,000
young children this summer operat-
ing from a base at Libertyview Medi-
cal Center, at 17th and Tioga Streets.

As the first group of workers ate
ham-andcheese sandwiches in a
field on this island in San Francisco
Bay yesterday, many were coping
with the double shock of being away
from home and discovering that
summer in San Francisco means a
blanket of fog.

“It’s cold,"” said Darnetta Fuller, 23,

a North Philadelphia resident and
student at the Community College of
Philadelphia. Like most of the Phila-
delphia contingent, she heard about
the Summer of Service at school
“This is a way for us to show we are
trying to give back,” she said. “All we
needed was someone to give us a
helping hand.”

While the spirit of the Peace Corps
and 1960s idealism have been in-
voked, Summer of Service has many
1990s touches. It is an ethnically di-
verse group — some people shouted
their pep rally cheers in Spanish as
well as English. All the participants
wear white Gap sweatshirts with the
Summer of Service sunrise logo, an
emblem that represents public-pri-
vate partnership.

They were so enthusiastic they
cheered Naval employees. A

“We've been called apathetic,” said
Pia Infante, 19, a sophomore at the
University of California at Berkeley.
“Give me a break.”
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Nation/world

Youths vow war
on ‘me’ generation

By Jane Meredith Adams
Special to the Tribune

SAN FRANCISCO—Deter-
mincdly distancing themselves from
more than a decade of suburban
sclf-indulgence and inner-city apa-
thy, 1,475 checring young people
from around the country on Sun-
day launched President Clinton’s
Summer of Service program at an
outdoor rally, vowing to help re-
build their communitics and the
nation,

“We're fired up! We can't take it
anymore!” chanted participants
from the Harlem Freedom Schools
Project in New York, joining in
the opening day's ceremony at
Treasurce Island Naval Base, where
hundreds between the ages of 17
and 25 have come to learn how to
give as well as get.

“You better be fired up,” re-
torted Warren Furutani, a Los An-
geles community activist. “It won't
be casy.”

Participants have come from the
inner citics and suburbs of such
places as New York, Los Angeles
and Philadelphia. Small towns such
as Stoncham, Mass., also are repre-
sented, along with an Indian reser-
vation in Red Lake, Minn.

“This is the start of something
rcally incredible in the country,”
said Manju Chatami, 22, of Col-
lege Park, Md.

Summer of Service is a tnal run
of the president’s national service
initiative, which cleared two key
committees in the House and
Scenate last week. The national
service program hasn’t vet been
funded, but like Summer of Ser-
vice, it doesn’t start new projects:
It is designed to channel workers
into existing projects in their own
communities.,

“We're trying to change the

whole culture from the ‘me gener-
ation’ to the ‘we generation,’”
said Walker Dearth, 21, of
Sacramento.

After a week of training on
Treasure Island, participants will
return to work in their communi-
ties for eight weeks in exchange
for minimum wage and a $1,0(
education voucher.

“I've been doing this [commu-
nity service] a long time,” said
Jason Scott, a group leader at
Summer of Service and a staffer
of Public Allies, a multicultural
leadership training organization in
Chicago. **‘I've never seen this
much energy and excitement and
dancing and singing and joy.”

Critics of the president’s pro-
posed national service initiative
have balked at its projected $379
million cost for the f!rsx vear in
which 15,000 people of all ages
would participate and reccive up
to $5,000 a year in education
vouchers for their service work.
By the fourth vear, as many as
150,000 people would be enrolled
in the program, at a cost of $3.4
billion, according to critics. All
who participate also would re-
ceive minimum wage, health
benefits and child-care service.

Summer of Service will cost
nearly $9 million from funds al-
rcady appropnated by Congress.
Its participants will return to 11
cities and towns around the coun-
try designated for community
projects such as tutoring and
rehabilitating playgrounds. Pro-
grams from Chicago didn't make
the cut, but Scott said he came
anyhow, to be a part of the npple
effect.

“If this works, we'll be able to
replicate this all over the coun-
try,” he said. “We really have a

stake in making it successful and
bringing it back to Chicago.”

As this first group of service
corps members rallied on a mili-
tary field on an island in San
Francisco Bay, many were coping
with the double shock of being
away from home and discovening
that summer in San Francisco
means a blanket of fog.

“It’s cold.” said India Berry, 22,
of Boston, who flew on an air-
plane for the first time to come
to the training. She joined Sum-

mer of Service because City Year,
Boston's youth service corps, had
turned her brother’s life around.

“l see him doing somethin
?osmvc. I see him making a dif-
erence,” she said. “That’s what |
want to do—something to help
our community.”

While the spint of the Peace
Corps and 1960s idecalism was in-
voked, this gathering had many
1990s touches. The crowd was
cthnically diverse and some gave
their pep rally cheers in Spanish

Foz OR
CONSERy
CORPs

and. English. All the participants
wore white Gap sweatshirts with
the Summer of Service sunrise
logo—an emblem of the private-
public partnerships the program
seeks to form. And when Rear
Adm. Merrill Ruck in dress
whites was introduced as the host,
he received boisterous applause.
Buoying the crowd’s energy
were the amplified strains of the
Santana song “Oyo Como Va,”
which tumed the groups from 11
cities and regions around the

AP photo

Students from Atlanta show their enthusiasm Sunday during the first day ot tralnlng in San Francisco for the Summer of Service Program.

country into one swaying mass.

“When you do human service,
you really feel like you were
placed here on Earth to help peo-
plc out. So many people wake up
everyday and don’t know why
they get up in the morning,” said
Fiona Fletcher, 23, of Oakland.
Calif., a group lcader in the Sum-
mer of Service training. She
added:

“It's amazing when you give to
people what you get out of it: a
sense of worth and purpose.”
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ASSOCATED PRESS

Some of nearly 1,500 young people exercise Monday at the start of their week of boot camp-style instruction.

Young people get months of low pay to help poor

\SSOCIATED PRESS

SAN FRANCISCO — The pay isn't great,
ut Alton Marcello expects to get more satis-
action helping immunize poor children than
lelivening pizza.

Marcello is one of 1,500 young men and
vomen going through boot camp-style train.
ng this week for President Clinton's “Sum-
er of Service” program. Clinton hopes the
‘iIght-week program eventually will expand
110 a year-round national community-service
rogram, with 100 times as many participants.
“Summer of Service" offers $4.25 an hour
nd $1,000 for school to those who will help
or children across the country

‘I could be earning twice as much deliver

ing pizzas this summer,” said Marcello, 20, of
Los Angeles. He will help immunize children
at hospitals in the city’s low-income, largely
minority South Central district.

But, Marcello added, “Growing up, seeing
all these people in gangs and going to jail ...
I'd like to help them, help them lead healthier
lives, maybe make a difference.”

The group, from nine states, gathered at
Treasure Island Naval Base on San Francisco
Bay. Cool, gusty winds jostled them as they
spent Monday morning playing games de-
signed to teach teamwork and leadership skills.

Laughter, cheers and applause echoed
around the grassy field. Some skipped rope to-
gether. Others set up an imaginary electrified
fence and helped each other over it. Another
team, blindfolded, maneuvered around a roped-

off circle.

“The biggest thing we're trying to do is build
a sense of community,” said Dionne Brown, 20,
of Bellefontaine, Ohio. “We're learning that one
person is not always right or not always wrong.”

This fledgling ‘session is the prototype for
Clinton’s $9.2 billion community-service pro-
posal, which awaits congressional approval. He
hopes to have 25,000 people ages 17 to 25 in-
volved in community service year-round by
1994 and as many as 150,000 by 1997.

Clinton sent Vice President Al Gore to greet
the trainees Monday.

Gore drew frequent comparisons to other
public service programs, like the Peace Corps.
“The concept of working together for the best
interests of our nation is as old as the nation
itself,” he said

_
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Youths begin training
for national service

ASSOCIATED PRESS

San Francisco — About 1,500 young men and
women are going through boot camp-style train-
ing this week for President Clinton’s eight-week'
“Summer of Service” program, which the presi-
dent hopes eventually will expand into a year-
round national community service program with
100 times as many participants.

“Summer of Service” offers $4.25 an hour and
$1,000 for school to those who will help poor chil-
dren across the country.

Robert Teilhet said he’ll be happy to be paid.
“Volunteer work — you just can’t afford to do it,”
said Mr. Teilhet, 19, a University of Georgia stu-
dent who will help set up preschool programs for
underprivileged children in Atlanta. “I like doing
this, but I'm not made of money.”

The group, from nine states, gathered at
Treasure Island Naval Base on San Francisco Bay
and spent Monday morning playing games de-
signed to teach teamwork and leadership skills.

The fledgling session is the prototype for Mr.
Clinton’s $7.4 billion community service propos-
al, which is awaiting congressional approval. He
hopes to have 25,000 people ages 17 to 25 involved
in community service year-round by 1994 and as
many as 150,000 by 1997.

Mr. Clinton sent Vice President Al Gore to

“Summer of Service” participants warm
greet the tra;nees Mondav. ~ up Monday at a San Francisco Qlaw base.




LA Times
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Vice President reaches out to shake hands with some of the 1,500 trainees who started President’s program Monday.

Caring Is Part of This Summer Job

m National service: ‘Building Up’ program
puts young people into needy communities.
Participants get $4.25 an hour and a $1,000
scholarship.

By ANTHONY DUIGNAN-CABRERA
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Standing near Figueroa and Exposition boulevards, Jose
Jacobo—"Quest" to his friends—looked back at the manicured
lawns and graffiti-free buildings of the USC campus.

“This is where we step out into the community,” he said,
nodding eastward toward garbage and graffiti, barren lots and
closed storefronts. “And we're going to see a great difference.”

But for Jacobo and his three companions, viewing the urban
decay was more than just a reminder of racial and economic
injustice. It was an inventory of the area's opportunities for
improvement and a way to earn some money for college this
fall.

Jacobo, 22, is one of 150 young people participating in
“Building Up: Summer of Service in Los Angeles,” a project
organized by a coalition of educational and community -based
organizations that is part of President Clinton’s national service
program. It is one of two such programs based in Los Angeles

‘o

this summer.

As part of the 9'2-week project, the young adults, ages 18 to
25. will tutor schoolchildren, help health care professionals
immunize children, plant gardens at elementary schools and
lead crime prevention seminars. They will be paid $4.25 per
hour for community service work and be awarded a $1.000
stipend toward college at the end of their service.

Launched last week at USC, the participants got to wet their
feet with a two-day orientation. The participants then were
sent into the neighborhoods surrounding USC on an observa-
tion walk. Their assignment: Identify and take mental notes of
things that the community's residents might want to change
and look for resources that could be salvaged and utilized. And
most important. keep to the map provided by the organizers to
make sure that none of them get lost.

Along with USC and Cal State Los Angeles, three other
universities and colleges, 29 community organizations and
more than 20 secondary and elementary schools are involved in
the project this summer.

Building Up was one of 16 community service projects
selected from the 430 proposals submitted in March by agencies
and colleges nationwide in response to the Clinton Administra-
tion’'s call for national service suggestions.

“By the time they're through, they will have reached 20.000
kids,” said Richard Cone, director of USC's Joint Educational
Project, which is coordinating the university’s participation.

Please see SERVICE, B4




SERVICE: Jobs That Aid Others

Continued from B1

Participants will work a 40-hour
week and receive the scholarship
at the end of their tenure, Cone
said.

They will spend eight hours a
week in a leadership training pro-
gram and the other 32 doing com-
mumity work.

“I had a choice between coming
here and going to summer school.”
Jacobo said. “But the more I read
about [Building Up), the more in-
terested I got."”

Under the guidance of 20-year-
old Grace Ramirez, the team's
leader for the observation walk,
Jacobo, Mansela Limon, 18, and
Isaac Awvila, 20, set off on the
two-mile trek armed with a Manila
envelope full of instructions and a
pragmatic outlook on the summer.

“My dad's unemployed right
now and my mom doesn’t work and
I needed money for college,” said
Limon, who plans to attend East
Los Angeles College in the fall.

But 1t 1s not just a summer job,
Quest said. For a majority of the
young people involved in the proj-
ect, there i1s the desire to take the
city’'s problems into their own
hands.

“If we all get together, we can
see the problem [and try to] fix it,
because putting out more cops and
putting more people In jail ain't
going to do it,” Quest said.

For Cone. Building Up is more
than just a way for students to earn
much-needed college funds. It is an
“attempt to break down the Bal-
kamzaton of Los Angeles,” a way
to help many of these young people
and the organizations involved get
acquainted with people and parts of
the city they have never seen.

“We share the same problems, so
we should try to use our resources
to work together.” Cone said.

Stopping at the front entrance to
Menlo Avenue Elementary for
their lunch break. the group was
joined by Anna Quroumian, 22, a
UCLA semior majoring in econom-
ics.

Unable to participate in the walk
because of an astronomy final,
Ouroumian raced over as soon as
she finished. eager to be involved.

“I have never been in this neigh-
borhood.” Quroumian said. “I want
to help because I believe there's so
much potential.” shegsaid. “All of
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us come from different back-
grounds.”

After the two-day orientation,
participants in all 16 of the coun-
try’'s Summer of Service pro-
grams—a total of 1.500 young peo-
ple—were flown to San Francisco
for a five-day “boot camp” experi-
ence at the Treasure Island Naval
Base. On Monday, Vice President
Al Gore addressed the participants.
likening the summer service pro-
grams to the Peace Corp and other
public service programs.

Other projects receiving grants
are in Atlanta, Baltimore. QOak-
land/East Bay, New Orleans.
Newark, N.J.. New York City,
Philadelphia. Delaware, Ohio and
Minnesota.

The other local program, “It's
About Health,” is being run prima-
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Motivational speaker Terry Timman, center, leads community service
participants in a pep rally before they begin their assignments.

rily by the UCLA School of Nurs-
ing. Fifty minonty high school and
college students have been recruit-
ed to conduct medical assessments
of at least 1.000 at-nisk children at
clinics and residences. The infor-
mation they gather will help the
university understand what barri-
ers prevent these children from
getung quality health care.

“Only four of the programs are
west of the Mississippi,” said Cone.
who pointed out that the East
Coast bias in the selection of the
summer service projects might re-
flect an atutude that “L.A. can't
work. "

“That's the kind of feedback we
get from our colleagues back east.”
Cone said. “And sometimes we
think it can’t, but that's the chal-

lenge we must face.”
-
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‘ I think what we're doing
here is a reaction to the "80s,
which were all about
self-interest and making

money and getting ahead. °
Karen Chang

By JENIFER WARREN

TIMES STAFF WRITER

AN FRANCISCO—Vice President
SAI Gore launched the Clinton Ad-

ministration’s domestic Peace Corps
on Monday. telling 1500 youths and
young adults in training for a summer of
public service that their work will help
“build the future of America.”

In a spirited speech that drew wild
cheers from the trainees, Gore called
community service an idea that began
with “barn raisings on the American
frontier” and evolved through mitiatives
by Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and
John F. Kennedy.

“You believe in this country,” the vice
president told the parucipants, who
roared their agreement. “This country
believes in you.”

Gore’s remarks highlighted the open-
ing of a week of “boot camp"” style
training for volunteers in President
Clinton’s Summer of Service, which will

Amid Cheers and High
Hopes, Vice President
Helps Launch ‘Summer
of Service’ Program

deploy young adults in 16 programs
serving needy children.

Participants range in age from 17 to 25
and represent cities from Oakland to
New Orleans—with about 200 from Los
Angeles. Some are students at presti-
gious Ivy League universities; others are
as disadvantaged as the children they
will serve in the coming months.

The summer session is the modest
prototype of Clinton’s $7.4-billion na-
tional service program, an effort that
aims to broaden access to higher educa-
tion and harness the energy of new
graduates for socially useful work.

Photos by Associated Press

Youths in ““Summer of Service' program embrace each other, left, after training exercises that included stretching, right.

Gore Provides the Spark

The program—a cornerstone of Clin-
ton’s presidential campaign—is awaiting
congressional approval. Clinton, who
compares its potential to the accomplish-
ments of Kennedy's Peace Corps. has
said he hopes to put 25,000 young people
to work next year. and expand that to
include 150,000 annually by 1997

After their training this week, the
participants will begin jobs ranging from
tutoring homeless children to testing for
lead poisoning and rebuilding dilapidated
playgrounds. For their efforts the sum-
mer workers will receive the minimum
wage and a $1.000 stipend toward college
costs. Money, however, was rarely men-
tioned Monday as the trainees swapped
stories and discussed their motivations.

Most spoke in optimistic., idealistic
terms, describing a desire reminiscent of
their parents’ coming of age in the
1960s —a desire to make a difference.

“I think what we're doing here is a
reaction to the '80s, which were all about

Please see GORE, B4
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Continued from B1

self-interest and making money
and getting ahead.” said Karen
Chang, 20, who will spend the
summer at a Berkeley center for
abused and neglected children.
“Young people want to do some-
thing positive, and this gives them
an obvious way to do that.”

DaMarion McKneely, 18. of Oak-
land agreed and said his generation
feels a special yearming to prove
that “we aren’t apathetc.”

“People are so down on us,
saying we don’t care and that kind
of thing,” said McKneely, who will
rehabilitate schools in Oakland for
the East Bay Conservation Corps.

The tramming camp is based at
Treasure Island Naval Base, a
facility that is slated for closure by
the Pentagon and sits on a spectac-
ular piece of real estate in the
middle of San Francisco Bay

The students are housed in mili-
tary barracks. begin their day with
reveille at 6 am. and take part in
calisthenics at 7. Theirr days in-
clude classroom sessions on leader-
ship skills and the needs of poor
children and—beginning today—
fieldwork on projects in San Fran-
cisco and Oakland.

“We're giving them a rigorous
challenge to prepare them for the
summer.” said Jenmfer Eplett
Reilly, director of the Summer of
Service. “The focus is on basic
skills for working with children, as
well as leadership skills that we
hope will serve them their enure
life.”

Officials said the boot camp
model i1s designed to send a clear
message that the program 1s not
some sort of all-expense paid sum-
mer vacation.

So far. the parucipants’ major
complaint has been lack of hot
water in the showers and some
minor disorgamzation. The course
work has been sumulating, and the
speech by Gore. one student said.
“got us all fired up, kinda like a pep
rally.”

“All in all it's been great.” said
Susan Goldberg, 19. a Los Angeles
native. “There i1s a lot of energy
here. What I'm feeling so good
about is the tremendous potential
that we as young people have to
change this country.”

Leader takes enrollees through first day of “‘boot camp'* at Treasure Island Naval Base in San Frar




