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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 21, 1992

Dear Ambassador Rosenne:

Thank you for your thoughtful Easter greetings
and for the newspaper article that you enclosed
with your letter.

As you noted in your letter, both Easter and
Passover are marked by the spirit of hope and
renewal. This is, therefore, a fitting time to
reaffirm the strong and friendly ties that exist
between the United States and Israel. During the
past year, we rejoiced together in the defeat of
Iragi aggression, which posed a grave threat to
Israel and to all the peoples of the Middle East;
we triumphed in the repeal of United Nations
Resolution 3379, which wrongly equated Zionism
with racism; and we began a process that has,

for the first time in history, brought Israel and
all of her neighbors together to work for peace.
These and other accomplishments give me reason to
believe that, yes, despite "periodic difficulties
between our two countries," the fundamental values
and ideals that unite us will prevail. It is good
to know that you share this sense of confidence.

Barbara joins me in sending best wishes to you and

Vera.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Meir Rosenne

President and ﬁ'[hﬂ?1
Chief Executive Officer B S
State of Israel Bonds
Development Corporation for Israel
Suite 700
730 Broadway
New York, New York 10003
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Dear Ambassador Rosenne:

Thank you for your thoughtful Easter greetings
and for the newspaper article that you enclosed
with your letter.

As you noted in your letter, both Easter and
Passover are marked by the spirit of hope and
renewal. This is, therefore, a fitting time to
reaffirm the strong and friendly ties that exist
between the United States and Israel. During the
past year, we rejoiced together in the defeat of
Iraqi aggression, which posed a grave threat to
Israel and to all the peoples of the Middle East;
we triumphed in the repeal of United Nations
Resolution 3379, which wrongly equated Zionism
with racism; and we began a process that has,

for the first time in history, brought Israel and
all of her neighbors together to work for peace.
These and other accomplishments give me reason to
believe that, yes, despite "periodic difficulties
between our two countries," the fundamental values
and ideals that unite us will prevail. It is good
to know that you share this sense of confidence.

Barbara joins me in sending best wishes to you and
Vera.

Sincerely,

GEORGE BUSH

The Honorable Meir Rosenne
President and
Chief Executive Officer
State of Israel Bonds
Development Corporation for Israel
Suite 700
730 Broadway
New York, New York 10003

GB/TD/SMG/jt (Corres. #: 693460)

cc: Jan Burmeister, FYI
T. Donovan

CLEAR WITH NSC
CLEAR THRU PHILLIP D. BRADY
PRESIDENT TO SIGN



;DDM% IR
. FICE OF PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES AND CORRESPONDENCE
REQUEST FOR CLEARANCEICOMMENT
NSC, ROOM 379 //%5

PLEASE REVIEW, CONCUR WITH OR WITHOUT CHANGES, AND RETURN TO ROOM 94.

To:

Date D@ ' Type Response: [:] Muitiple Mailing D Form Reply @ne-ﬁme Reply

Sub|ect

POTUS letter to the former Israeli ambassador to the us.

Requested by: Jim McGrath / Room 94 “/ x7610

Background:
--see attached
--thank you for your assistance with this matter

 Signature: j}»t Date L}hg
CIearanceOfflce Recommendatlons __ Approved __ Approved wichanges ___ Disapproved
Comments:

i N

!

- Signature: Date:

SIGN AND RETURN THIS DOCUMENT TO ROOM 94. OEOB BY COB ON DUE DATE.

QUESTIONS SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO REQUESTOR AT EXTENSION 7610.




DRAFT OF GB LETTER

; N
INITIALS: GB / td /%}Qﬁ

DRAFT DATE/LETTER DATE: Apr 13 1992/

CLEAR WITH: WHCC:
CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO:
The Honorable Meir Rosenne
President and Chief Executive Officer
State of Israel Bonds

Development Corporation For Israel
730 Broadway
Suite 700
New York, New York 10003

DOCUMENT TITLE:
/fo/p/rosenne.m-td

CORRESPONDENCE #: 693460

cc:
ENCLOSURES AND SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:
CLEAR WITH NSC and BRADY 7

cc: Jan Burmeister, FYI
cc: t.donovan

Dear Ambassador Rosenne:

Thank you for your thoughtful Easter greetings and for the newspaper

article that you enclosed with your letter.

As you noted in your letter, both Easter and Passover are marked by

the spirit of hope and renewal.

This is, therefore, a fitting time to

reaffirm the strong and friendly ties that exist between the United

States and Israel.

During the past year, we rejoiced together in the

defeat of Iragi aggression, which posed a grave threat to Israel and

to all the peoples of the Middle East; we triumphed in the repeal of

United Nations Resolution 3379, which wrongly equated zionism with

racism; and we began a process that, for the first time in history,

s fe

has brought together Israel and all of her neighbors to achieve’ peace.

These and other accomplishments give me reason to believe that, yes,

despite "periodic difficulties between our two countries," the



fundamental values and ideals that unite us will prevail. It is good

to know that you share this sense of confidence.

Barbara joins me in sending best wishes to you and to Vera.
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" STATE OF ISRAEL BONDS F9M78

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR ISRAEL

AMBASSADOR MEIR ROSENNE
President &
Chief Executive Officer

8 April 1992

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

It has been some time since we last made contact, and I do not want another moment to pass
before I extend to you and Mrs. Bush, and to the entire Bush clan, my warm good wishes, and
those of my wife Vera, for a joyous Easter.

This year, as you doubtless know, the calendars of the two great spring festivals of Jews and
Christians -- Passover and Easter -- coincide. Both speak of redemption and rebirth, of new life
and new hope for mankind, of peace and dignity. And it is with those eternal and universal
ideals in mind -- values which have animated the two great Western religious traditions -- that I
send you greetings.

I recall with much pleasure the very cordial nature of our relations during my tenure as Israel’s
ambassador in Washington, and can only hope that, despite periodic difficulties between our two
countries, in the long run the underlying humane values of our two democracies will prevail, and
will again reinforce and deepen the strength and durability of the close alliance between the
United States and Israel.

Once again, with best wishes.

Cordially yours,

Dhst Cloeas—

Meir Rosenne

P.S. 1 am taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of a recent article of mine, which may
hold some interest for you. o

730 BROADWAY, SUITE 700, NEW YORK, NY 10003 « 212-677-9650 * FAX 212-529-4769



Heraldeatizs Gribune.

Published With The New York Times and The Washington Post

THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 1992

To Pursue Peace, Israelis Have to Be Able to Trust in America

EW YORK — In public as in

private life, anniversaries are a
useful means of grasping the impact
of the past upon the present. With-
out knowledge of history, we cannot
comprehend why we are where we
are, and where we are headed.

The 13th anniversary last Thurs-
day of the Egyptian-Israeli Peace
Treaty, concluded with the indis-
pensable aid of the United States,
provides an opportunity to take stock
of Middle East affairs, especially in
light of the unprecedented deteriora-
tion in U.S.-Israeli relations.

In assessing Israel’s readiness for
give and take in future negotiations
with the Arabs, it is essential to
recall the enormous concessions it
made to secure peace with Egypt.

We gave up vast, invaluable eco-
nomic, military and strategic assets:
95 percent of all the land we had
conquered in our defensive Six Day
War of 1967, territory five times the
size of Israel itself — thriving towns,
productive agriculture, defense in-
stallations, naval and air bases, oil
wells that Israel had opened and
developed, an intact infrastructure
(valued at $7.5 billion in 1979 dol-
larsy which'international law per-
mitted Israel to destroy.

Israel has proved that it is pre-
pared to také immense risks for

By Meir Rosenne

peace, give tangible goods for a
piece of paper and a hope.

But, except for the United States,
there was precious little internation-
al support for that peace. It was
vilified by the West European de-
mocracies, who showed that they pre-
ferred to sacrifice true Middle East

ace on the altar of Arab oil and

LO goodwill. So, for example, the

The perception now that
Israel is being weakened
can only stimulate the
rise of anti-Semitism.

PLO was permitted to open offices in
some countries, on condition that it
conduct its terrorism outside the bor-
ders of a complacent government.

The %ﬁgwnsgn helped form the
basis for further PLO assault against
Jews and Egyptians, and encouraged
Arab states to ostracize and penalize
Egypt for a decade. Why should Jor-
dan and Saudi Arabia have been ex-
pected to support the peace if the
Europeans did not?

World opinion has forgotten all

this dirty history. But why should
Israel forget? Forgetting is not a
Jewish trait. Remembering is.

All this is painfully relevant for
today and tomorrow.

While Arab power-wielders si-
lently gloat, and their minions ap-
laud, the war against the Jews esca-
ates: Islamic Jihad against the
Israeli Embassy in Buenos Aires and
the Istanbul synagogue; neo-Nazi
parties and anti-Semitic movements
in Europe, East and West. It is a war
of annihilation waged with weapons
fashioned in the West and exported,
for profit, to the protectors and pro-
moters of terrorism in the chancel-
leries of Baghdad and Damascus.

Nor can we, or should we, forget
the world’s indifference to the inces-
sant Arab warfare and terror against
Israel and the Jewish people over
the past 44 years. No international
coalition rushed to Israel’s defense.
No sanctions were forged against
the aggressors and terrorists. No
embargo was put into place. The
victims were only Jews, after all.

Now there are prospective new

victims of apathy and __ouzm.w —
ews

the hundreds of thousands of
who have fled, and who might leave,

Russia for Israel. They are hostage

which remains to be ne;

to a policy that links the humani-
farian cause of their integration in

question, Israeli settlement policy,

srael and the Arabs.

~1tis a policy of bruising pressure

that must inevitably weaken one of

the parties in the negofiation — the

one that haslong been ul ally
and valuable asset of America.
This is a far cry from the history
of staunch U.S. support for the lib-
eration of Soviet Jews and their free

victims of Soviet oppression.
The perception now that Israel is
being weakened economically and
diplomatically because it is losing
the support of its greatest ally can
only stimulate the further rise of
anti-Semitism throughout the world.
And Jews who would have hoped to
ain their freedom may tomorrow
the victims of pogroms in the new
and old democracies of Europe.
Who will then be able to expiate the
blood of innocents?
The way to avert such an out-

come, the way to assure the many
Jews of Russia and Ethiopia and
other countries the chance to revive
their human dignity in their ancient
homeland is to keep Israel strong by
providing it with the economic as-
sets needed for their absorption.
The people of Israel and their vari-
ous governments over 44 years have
always repaid their debts, and per-
formed miracles of creating a mod-
ern democralic society even under
the assault of war and terror. They
deserve the confidence and sympa-
thy of Q.ﬂw decent human being,
Having been personally involved
in the U.S.-Israeli relationship for
nearly three decades, I can confirm
that every sacrifice and concession
that Israel made for peace was given
because Israel had confidence in
America and its support for demo-
cracy. If that confidence subsides, 1
do not see how Israel can be ready or
able to continue along that path.

d_q..5.5:.wx.,:%i:\m:ﬁ o\
Israel Bonds and a former Israeli
ambassador to the United States and
France; he was legal adviser to the
Israeli delegation at the 1978 Camp
David negotiations that led 0 the
Egyptian-Isracli Peace Treaty in
1979. He contributed this comment to
the International Herald Tribune.




