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SENATE RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, The members of this body find it unconscionable 

that a solution has not been found to ensure the health, 

safety and wellbeing of African-Americans in the Hebrew 

5 Israelite Community in Dimona, Israel; and 

6 WHEREAS, In the more than two decades that these 

7 African-AmeriGans have chosen to live in the Holy Land, they 

8 have never engaged in activity harmful to the State or the 

9 people of Israel; and 

10 WHEREAS, In addition, African-Americans living in Dimona, 

11 Israel, are experiencing difficulty attaining entry and exit 

12 visas to visit family and friends in the United States and to 

13 complete job-related travel; therefore, be it 

14 RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE EIGHTY-SIXTH GENERAL 

15 ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we urge the State of 

16 Israel to: 

17 1. Remove the labor ban against the African-Americans in 

18 the Hebrew Israelite Community in Dimona, Israel so they 

19 might again work to sustain themselves; 

20 2. Remove the political barriers that prevent their 

21 regular access to national health care facilities; 

22 3. Declare an immediate end to their arrest and 

23 deportation; 

24 4. Permit regular visits of family members and friends 

25 from this country; 
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5. Effect the immediate release of Dennis Stringfellow, 

who is presently incarcerated in Ramle prison on no criminal 

charges, while his wife and eight children (age one to 13) 

are forced to struggle without him; and 

6. Grant entry and exit visas to allow community members 

to visit family members in the United States; and be it 
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RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this preamble and 

resolution be presented to the President of Israel Chaim 

Herzog. 
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