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Israel's daring moves could aid peace effort RUSSELL BAIER 

minimal. 

As tensions continue to rise 
in the Kuwait crisis, there is . 
a unique opportunity for Is­
rael to do the unexpected 
and take a major step 

.• toward Middle East peace. 
From its own selfish stand­
point, there nre tremendous 
potential gains provided that 
Israel acts quickly. The 
downside rislts are relatively 

·One of the primary reasons Israel has sur­
vived these past 42 years is its innovative and 
creative strategy on the battlefield. For in­
s_iance, at the outset of the Six-Day War in 
1967, Israel sought to destroy the Egyptian air 
fqrce. The Egyptians anticipated a potential di­
rect attack and were poised to intercept all air­
craft coming from the east. 
··However, instead of flying directly toward 

the Egyptian air fields and attacking from an 
e·asterly direction, the Israeli aircraft flew over 
the Mediterranean Sea past the air fields and 
then turned around and attacked from the west 
- a tactic that was wholly unexpected and en­
abled Israel to surprise the Egyptians with 
their aircraft on the ground. 
: This was an example of innovation and cre­
:ativity at its best on the battlefield - reaping 
;huge dividend~ through doing the unexpected. 
:Israel should use these standards in commenc­
ing a new "peace offensive" at a time when the 
:eyes of the world are concentrating on another 
:part of the Middle East- a time when virtually 
:everyone expects that Israel will stand by and 
:do nothing while the United States is working 
:with the United Nations to pressure Iraq to 
·withdraw from Kuwait. 

Israel should consider such ideas as a 
phased unilateral withdrawal by the Israeli 
army from those areas of the West Bank not 
essential to Israeli security, with appropriate 
guarantees of permanent demilitarization. 
;Such· guarantees would be monitored by Isrn­
:el , alone, rather than a U.N. force. Israel 
:knows from long experience that U.N. forces 
;do not provide adequate assurances for safety. 
: Thomas L Friedman, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
:reporter of The New York Times and one 9f the 
;rriost perceptive writers on Middle East prob­
:lems, proposes two basic alternatives along 
th'ese lines in the epilogue of the new paper­
'back edition of his award-winning book, 

"From Beirut to Jerusalem." 
As Friedman points out, Israel controls the 

bargaining chips for any agreement~ the en­
tire WeSt Bank and Gaza Strip :- and has the 
incentive to move quickly because of the sheer 
demographics of the population increase of 
Arabs in the occupied territories. 
. · He also is .correct when he writes that "many 
Israeli generals believe that Israel can with­
draw from significant portions of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip without endangering it­
self," provided Israel retains whatever it 
deems necessary, such as early warning secu­
rity systems, "to ensure that this Palestinian 
state could never- ever- threaten Israel's 
existence, even if it wanted to . .. . " 

Obviously, Israei would retain buffer zones 
around jerusalem and Tel Aviv and in addition 
would maintain positions on 5uch strategic 
areas as the mountain ridge running through 
the West Bank. But' substantial portions of the 
West Bank could be left to the Palestinians. 

Any withdrawal could be done in limited 
stages over a period of years, with successive 

stages in part dependent upon the Arab re-· 
sponse. The Palestinians conceivably could 
form their own government or could ~tum to 
Jordan, if they so chose. But there would have 
to be some Israeli nominal presence to make 
certain that no military forces hostile to Israel 
would ever be located on any land relin­
quished. 

A limited phased withdrawal would have a 
inajor collateral benefit to Israel because 
under the current conditions, the relatively 
high birth rate among Arabs poses a serious 
long-range pop~.tlation problem - a problem 
that cannot be solved even when one takes into 
consideration the immigration of Jews fleeing 
the Soviet Union. Giving up a substantial por­
tion of the West Bank would enable Israel to 
maintain itself as the only true democracy in' 
the Middle East without endangering the 
Jewish majority. Removing hundreds of thou­
sands of angry Arabs from dally confrontation 
with Israelis would also be very constructive 
from internal-security and human-relations 
standpoints. 

I 

There are other alternatives that can also be · 
explored as a first step in an overall imagina­
tive peace offensive. Most of these involve ne­
gotiations. But with whom? There is no Arab -
statesman who has, like Anwar Sadat had, the 
stature and vision to negoti!lte on behalf of ttte · . 
other side. The~fore·, since a successful nego­
tiation with a key Arab _leader Is not a very 
practicable alternative, it is my conviction that 
the most realistic approach must include some 
kind of a limited phased unilateral withdrawal 
from portions of the West Bank. 

This would not be a panacea to a quick solu­
tion that would bring lasting peace for all 
parties. Rather, it would simply be .a very im­
portant first major step down the long road to 
peace. . 

Psychologically, for Israel to undertake such 
an innovative peace offensive would vividly 
demonstrate its strength and confidence to 
survive as the only true democracy in the Mid­
dle East. 

The key factor for Israel to consider ts ·that 
everyone expects Israel to do nothing while the 
Kuwait crisis has the eyes of the world focused 
on problems of the Middle East outside of Isra­
el. Everyone assumes that the Iraqi takeover of 
Kuwait and the resulting crisis has alleviated 
the pressure on Israel to make any movement 
whatsoever and that Israel, like most other na­
tions in its situation, will just stand pat until the 
Kuwait crisis is resolved. That could take 
weeks, months, ore'l'enyears. 

It is this very set of assumptions that gives 
rise to the unique opportunity for Israel to do 
the unexpected and come forward with the 
same qualities of imagination and creativity in 
tl\e quest for peace that Israel has shown in the. 
wars for Its survival. · 

Those who count themselves among Israel's 
truest friends should undertake every effort to 
encourage Israel to grasp the opportunity that 
now exists. Timing can be everything, and for 
Israel, the time is ripe to act flexibly and cre­
atively in the cause of pea~. There are huge 
dividends to be reaped -for Israel and the en­
tireworld. 

David W. Belin of Des Moines was execu· 
tlve director of the Commission on ClAActlv· 
!ties Within the United States and Is the lm· 
mediate put chairman of the North 
American Board of the World Union for Pro-
gressive Judaism. · 

NewYorkis 
dying- again 

NEW YORK is dying again, as it 
was in 1974 when I moved 
there from Washington. Then, 

as now, many people were saying good 
riddance. "Drop Dead" was The Daily 
News' famous headline summation of 
President Ford's advice to the city. 

New Yorkers were getting 
After livin2 there 

for a while I was struck, on trips to the 
suburbs, by the vast population of for­
mer New Yorkers out there who had 
decamped because of pi-evious deaths 
ofthecity.AlloverNewJersey, West- · 
chester County and long Island, old­
timers who had lived in the city' during 
the Depression or the war years or the 
fat '50s talked lovingly about its 
bygone glories. ' 

Still speaking the city's distinctive 
accents, they were quick to reminisce 
about its lost splendors. "But I'd never 
live there now," they often added, and 
gave you an unpersuasive account of 
the quiet pleasures of suburban life. 

They often seemed amazed to hear I 
had deliberately chosen to live in New 
York. So awful now. I should have 
been there in the old days. 

I had several reasons for going in 
197 4. One was a hick's suspicion that 
thoullh small-town rootR and mud. 
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