


























They risked 
their lives 

to save Jews. 

Now, 

they need 

our help. 

Jewish Foundation for 
Christian Rescuers 

A PROJECT OF THE 
ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 



f t is too late to thank 

the thousands of Christians 
tortured and murdered by the Nazis 

and their collaborators 

because they helped Jews. 

But we can-
and should-help 

those remarkable rescuers 
alive today who are old 

and in need. 

POLISH .JEWS I:\' 19-17. WHO 
\\'ERE HIDDE:'I.' BY CHRIS· 
TIANS DURING THE WAR 
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D uring the Nazi terror, extraordinary 
people provided desperate Jews with shelter 
from the storm. 

For months and even years, these rescuers 
risked prison, deportation and death-and 
their families' safety-to save Jewish lives. 

• They hid Jews in attics, cellars and 
barns, in closets and behind false walls. 

• They passed off Jewish children as their 
own. 

• They provided food and clothing, false 
papers and money for escape. 

• When the risk became too great, they 
found other hiding places for the Jews 
they sheltered. 

These heroic men and 
women did what they 
believed was right, at a time 
when so many others 
looked away. 

Today, many of these 
JEW HIDDEN As A caring rescuers are aged, ill 
BOY DURING THE 
wAR HuGs HIS and often forgotten. They 
BELGIAN RESCUER. need money for living 

expenses, medical treatment or convalescent 
care. They yearn for a friendly visit or call. 

The Foundation helps many such rescuers 
in need . Here are a few of their gripping 
stories .. . 



UKRAINE (USSR): TANYA SVOBODA* 

T anya Svobod a was a young sewin g 
teacher in a sm all vill age in the N azi­
con trolled Ukra ine- an a rea filled with 
Germ an soldiers and local collabora to rs. 

At great ri sk, she and 
her m othe r brought food 
to J ews imprisoned in a 
nearby la bor camp, and 
she was shot in the leg for 
doing so. When the camp 
was liquidated , she hid six 
J ews in her tiny a ttic for 
m ore than two years. 

PRE·WARJEWISH FAMILY IN 
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FOREGROUND WERE SAVED 

BY POLISH CHRISTIANS. 

Afte r th e war, Tanya's life was threatened 

because she had helped J ews. She emigra ted 
to New Yo rk and found work as a low-wage 
seam stress . 

TEENAGE POLISH 
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Now 74 years old, Tanya lives 
entirely from her meager 
Social Security check. Her 
health is poor. 

The JFCR sends her a monthly 
grant, helping her to defray 
extensive medical costs and 
enabling her to lead a more 
dignified life. 

The Foundation has also fulfilled her 
lifetime wish to erect tombstones for her 
mother and sister, who are buried 
in the Ukraine. 

*Fo r reaso n s o f privacy, each rescue r appears h e re unde r a 
pseudonym . 
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HOLLAND: JAN NEUHOF 

J an N euhof was an upholsterer, wh o lived 
with his wife and two sm all children in a 

spacious a pa rtment a bove his shop. When a 
J ewish friend sought refu ge, he buil t a false 
wall in the a ttic and hid her there. 

During the next four years, other J ews, 
mostly stran gers to the Ne uh ofs, sought a nd 
received refu ge in their hom e. They hid 10 to 

12 J ews a t a time, and once as m any as 22. 
All were given free rein of th e a pa rtmen t­
despite the danger of bein g detected from the 
street. 

J an was betrayed by on e of his own 
employees, bu t he m anaged to transfer 
everyo ne to safety in th e nick o f time. In all , 
the N euhofs saved 37 J ews. 

After the wa r, J an 's wife died of tuber­
culosis. J an rem arried and m oved to America 
to start a new life. 

Now 79 and a resident 
of California, Jan 
suffers from cancer. 
His treatment and his 
wife's extended illness 
have left them finan­
cially drained . 

The JFCR's monthly 
grant has helped him 
to afford chemo-
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costs of home care for his wife. 



POLAND: ANNA GRECZYNSKI 

A nna Greczynski, a Warsaw health 
worker, was permitted into the ghetto to 
monitor the spread of disease. She visited the 
ghetto often, smuggling in clothing, medicine 
and money. She often left the ghetto with 
Jewish children in hand, declaring them to be 
"terrible" health risks. 

JEWISH GIRL DURING 

In this way, she rescued 
many child ren, placing them 
in Christian homes and 
overseeing their safety 
through a network of Gentile 
co-workers. 

In October 1943, she was 
THE WAR. TAKEN IN BY arrested, severely tortured 
C HRISTIANS IN 
LITH UANIA by the Gestapo and saved 

from execution only by a bribe from the 
underground. 

After the war, she was bitterly resented by 
some Poles for her rescue efforts. For many 
years she was forced to assume a false 
identity. 

Today Anna is an 80-year-old, bed-ridden 
Warsaw resident needing full-time care. 
Her only child has a severe heart condition 
and cannot work. 

The JFCR sends Anna a monthly grant. 
The Foundation arranged for her son to see 
a heart specialist abroad, and assists with 
other medical needs. 

A Foundation volunteer writes to Anna 
frequently, letting her know that she is not 
forgotten. 
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ITALY: ENRICO D 'ANGELO 

E nrico D'Angelo, an Italian businessman 
in Budapest, saved almost 3,000 Hungarian 
J ews during the last six weeks of German 
rule. 

After the Spanish envoy 
fled Budapest, D'Angelo 
boldly posed as the envoy's 
designated successor. In this 
guise, he undertook dramatic 
rescue activities for which he 
had no "official" authority. 

Working during the same 

JEWISH WOMAN IN 
HIDING HOLDS CHILD OF 
HER POLISH RESCUERS. 

period as R aoul Wallenberg, he maintained 
several safe-houses and issued protective 
papers. H e intervened with high-level 
Hungarian officials, snatched J ews from SS 
transports and stopped Hungarian Arrow 
Cross gunmen from murdering residents of a 
safe-house. 

Now 81 years old, D'Angelo and his wife 
live near poverty in Padua. They lack 

proper medical care; 
until recently, they 
had no telephone. His 
remarkable story is 
only now receiving the 
public attention it 
deserves. 

The JFCR provides 
L..J.r;,..ii&J the couple with a 

JEWISH GIRL DURING THE monthly grant, enabl­
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T he Jewish Foundation for Christian 
Rescuers helps more than 700 such courag­
eous m en and women in 13 countri es . The 
Foundat io n: 

• sends monthly grants to ease their 
fin a ncial burdens, a nd 

• provides companionship to isolated 
rescuers throu gh th e Reyim (" fri ends") 
proj ect for voluntee rs. 

These m odes t, di gnified peo ple are o ften 
relucta nt to ask for help. They acted without 
expecting rewa rd , then o r now. Yet many 
express their deep gra titude for th e Founda­
tion's support. 

The Founda tion 's second m aj or focus is 
ed ucation. The JFCR sponso rs confer­
ences and curricula, as well as supports 
publi cations and film s, on th e rescuers 
and the values of altrui sm a nd moral 
courage they embodi ed. 

In 1990, for example, th e Founda tion , in 
coo pera tion with Princeton Uni ve rsity, 
sponsored the conference " M o ral C our­
age Durin g the H o locaust a nd in a Post­
H olocaust World ." M ore tha n 140 
educators, clergy a nd medi a profes­
sionals attended thi s na ti onal gatherin g. 

Through such ac ti viti es, th e JFC R helps 
ensure th a t the rescuers' example li ves on as 
an inspira tion to us, to o ur children , and to 
all people. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

To become involved with th e JFCR, you 
can : 

• Contribute money to help rescuers in 
fin ancia l need. 

• Volunteer to vi sit , call o r write to a 
lonely rescuer. 

• Arrange for a rescuer or survivo r to 
speak in your community. 

• Organize a meetin g or forum about the 
JFCR's acti viti es in yo ur community. 

JEWISH \1'0:\IA:-1 . SAVED 
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ABOUT YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS 

Here are some facts you may want to 
know: 

• Three-quarters of the Foundation's 
annual program budget is earmarked for 
monthly stipends to rescuers. 

• The Anti-Defamation League assumes 
most of the Foundation's overhead costs. 
Therefore, your contribution directly 
supports the work of the Foundation. 

• Whenever possible, the Foundation 
works in partnership with H olocaust 
survivors who were rescued. 

• Because it has made a moral commit­
ment to help needy rescuers for the rest 
of their lives (at a long-term cost of $3-5 
million), the Foundation seeks multi-year 
gifts in particular. 

• Contributions are tax-deductible (to the 
extent allowed by law). 
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They risked 
their lives 

to save Jews. 

Now, 
they need 
your help. 
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