


June 26 , 1 989 

I am delighted to send my warmest greetings to everyone 
gathered in New York as the Music and Performing Arts 
Unit of B'nai B'rith holds its annual Awards Dinner 
Dance. Congratulations to your honorees this evening, 
Cy Leslie and my friend, Lionel Hampton. 

Our country has made enormous progress in recent years 
toward eliminating prejudice. These two men have made 
important contributions to that effort. Distinguishing 
himself in business, Cy Leslie has devoted countless 
hours to providing help to the less fortunate and to 
combatting racial and religious bigotry. Lionel Hampton 
is one of the most creative American musicians of the 

, past 50 years . He has matched his artistic success 
with a strong concern for those around him, tirelessly 
promoting worthy causes while dedicating time to help­
ing young musicians . As outspoken advocates of equali­
ty and justice for all Americans, Lionel Hampton and Cy 
Leslie represent all that is good in our nation . 

Barbara joins· me in congratulating the Music and 
Performing Arts Unit of B'nai B'rith on 25 years of 
service to our country. We wish Cy Leslie, Isionel 
Hampton , and all of you a memorable evening and 
continued success in the years to come . j+-
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Jim Cicconi, 

Attached for the President's 
signature is a Presidential 

\ message for Lionel Hampton and .. 
· Cy Leslie who will be honored 

by the Music and Performing 
Arts Unit of B'nai B'rith 
on June 27, 1989. 

Please return the signed 
message by 3:00pm, June 26 
for dispatch purposes. 

Thank you. 
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June 9, 1989 

The President of the United States 
The Honorable George H. W. Bush 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS 

Re: June 27 New York dinner 
honoring Lionel Hampton (and Cy Leslie) 

My dear Mr. President: 

Over the years, you have met Lionel Hampton and have s ent time 
with him on several occasions, including at the White House. I 
think you know, Mr. President, that over the years he has "worked 
in the vineyards" for our Party and has stressed to his fellow 
blacks the important American values that stem from the policies 
of the Republican Party. Time and time again he has addressed 
public gatherings, large and small, on the merits of the standards 
and the principles for which you and former President Reagan 
stand. 

Lionel will be honored on Tuesday evening, June 27, with a 
Lifetime Creative Achievement Award. 

I was present one evening when President Reagan referred to Lionel 
as "a truly great American" and one who "stands for what is best 
about America." 

Details about the life and achievements of Lionel are being 
forwarded to Governor Sununu along with a copy of this letter to 
you, Mr. President. It is our hope that you might find a few 
moments from your incredibly demanding schedule to make some brief 
comments about Lionel for the June 27 dinner. Needless to say, I 
will be happy to work with one of your staff members on details of 
such a message. Also enclosed is a brief sketch regarding Mr. 
Lealie who will be recognized along with Lionel. I am sure that 
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Mr. Leslie is a very deserving gentleman, but I do believe that 
Mr. Hampton richly merits all the recognition we can give him for 
his various contributions over his productive and very full 
lifetime, a span of years that we hope and trust the good Lord 
will extend far into the future. 

In the event you are able to make such a brief tape presentation, 
I feel that the enclosed material will be helpful to your staff so 
that several subjects could be "woven," handily, into the details 
of Lionel's background and his great contribution to society, and 
always on the side of our Party. 

Mr. President, I realize this is in a sense a very presumptuous 
request, but I do feel that it is a very especial occasion when a 
truly outstanding American is being honored. I know so very well 
what this would mean to this splendid gentleman if our great 
President would remember him in this manner. 

Mr. President, Dorothy sends her love and from both of us to 
Barbara. 

Very respectfully, 

~~~ 
Ward L. Quaal 
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cc: The Honorable John H. Sununu v/ 
The Honorable Joseph W. Hagin II 








