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Sept ember 8 , 1989 

Dear John : 

I llfJ delighted to congratulate you on re~iving 
the Dist il" guiRhed Public Service Award from th~ 
Anti- Defamation League of B'nai B'rl h , Now Engl nd 
Region . 

You have P.a.rncd diBtinction through your 
unwavering connitmcnt to acad(~Mic (~xcallonce 
at Boston University . By d!>f"IH.m.ding the be!'!t of 
your educators and their studcnt!J , _;ou have r1ade 
Boston University a more visible presence in the~ 
Jcwir;h c.or:nnunity and the greater Bo ton area . 
A university can bn simply lGcatod in a city or it 
can bel (t fertile g:-ou nd for the sociul, cultural , 
and professional enrichment of it~ environment. 
Your efforts have ensured t hat Bosto.."'l UniverRity 
is on the latter cou rse . I coi:lmcnd :'ou for your 
ot:tstnnding <l!ork . 

Barbara joinn me in scndin~ our bm•t 1:qi hes . 

Dr . John Silb('l' 
President 
Boston Ur1ive'!"sity 
Bosto.-'1 , M&ssachuaet ts 

SENT TO: 
Mr. Leonard Zakim 
Executive Director 
Anti-Defamation League 

of B 'nai B 'rith 

Sincerely , {t 

GEORGE BUSH 

Suite 301, One Lincoln Plaza 
South and Essex Streets 
Boston, Massachusetts 02111 

GB:ES:TL:CH:jfc (9PMNC) 
cc: Sara DeCamp 

./ cc: Ellen Strichartz 
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DRAFT' OF PRESIDENTIAL LETTER /0 
DAAFTDATE: 

9/7/89 
COMPUTER DRAFT DOCUMENT TITLE: 

INmALS: .r} 
GB/ ES ~7J.--.. 

CC: 

CLEAR WITH: WHCC: 

ENCLOSURES, SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

Dear John: 

I am delighted to congratulate you on receiving the Distinguished Public 

Service Award by the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, New 

England Region. ~ai'US" Vi'-:L(A. 

~~ 
You have Eliotingni5l4Qa yonJ;;5~through your 

Barbara joins me in sending our best wishes 

Sincerely, 

GB 

Inside: 

Dr. John Silber 

President 

Boston University 

Boston, Massachusetts 

Mail to: 

Mr. Leonard Zakim 

Executive Director 

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith 
South and Essex Streets 
One Lincoln Plaza, ~a 301 
Boston, MAssachusetts 02111, cc: Sarah DrCamp 

cc: Ellen Strichartz 
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MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

RE: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 24, 1989 

T nL ::;<Lt t- .d, 
FOR / ufi WATSON __.-

SARAH DECAMP ~ 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE FOR DR. SILBER 

The Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith (New England 
region) has requested a Presidential Message for Dr. 
Silber whom they will honor at a dinner on September 
25. If possible, they would like to receive the 
message by September 1 so it can be printed in their 
commemorative journal. Dr. Silber is president of 
Boston University where President Bush delivered a 
commencement address this spring. Dr. Silber will be 
presented with ADL's Distinguished Public Service 
Award. 

Attached please find information about Dr. Silber and 
the President's visit to Boston University earlier this 
year. 

The Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith is one of 
the most important and influential Jewish organizations 
in the country. I str'ongly recommend that we prepare a 
message for Dr. Silber as requested by ADL. 
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May 22, 1989 

The Office of the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On September 25, 1989, the New England Region Anti­
Defamation League will honor Dr. John Silber, 
President of Boston University, with its 
Distinguished Public Service Award. 

As you well know, Dr. Silber has distinguished 
himself through his unwavering commitment to 
academic and educational excellence. Under his 
leadership, Boston University has also become a 
more visible presence in the Jewish community and 
the greater Boston community through its social, 
cultural and professional outreach. 

In light of your leadership in supporting the 
values and issues of the Anti-Defamation League and 
your recent visit to Boston University to deliver 
the commencement address, I would like to invite 
you to recognize this special ADL event with a 
letter acknowledging Dr. Silber and Boston 
University. The letter will be placed in the 
commemorative Journal which will be distributed at 
the Award Dinner. In doing so, you will honor the 
Anti-Defamation League, as well. 

Thank you for your time and your support. I look 
forward to hearing from you. Should your staff 
have any questions, please have them call me at the 
Anti-Defamation League, (617) 330-9669. 

Respectfully yours, 

Le rd Zakim 
Executive Director 
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PRESIDENTS' DAY AT BU 

Globe otaJr photO/Paul llmoit 
President and Barbara Bush share the stage with French President Jl'rancols Mltterrand at the ao.ton Unlveraity commencement ye.terday. 

~Bush, Mitterrand reflect on commitments 

By Stephen Kurkjian 
Globe Staff 

President Bush and President Francois 
Mltterrand of France gave graduating stu· 
dents at Boston University different lessons 
on the world 's condition yesterday. with 
Bush say ing the West must remain vigilant 
but nexlble In Its defen~ against commu· 
nlsm and Mltterrand assailing poverty and 
environmental pollution . 

With 31.000 people watching. Bush and 
Mltterrand declared In joint commencement 
addresses that the Western alliance re­
mains united In Its commitment to democ::­
racy and must steer a steady course durtng 
this time of upheaval In the communist 
world . 

Later at a joint n ews conference, both 
m<'n Indicated that the Cold War and the 

I tension and suspicion that has marked 
East · West relations since the end of World 

War II are now ending. But they aald Weat· 
ern countries a walt furt~ proof that Sovi­
et leader Mikhail Gor~cllev wlahe,a .tp 
make cuts In nuclear and oonvenuemat 
military forces before reducing NATo;s 
strength In Europe. 

Commenting on the stl.lden~ upheaval in 
China , Bush called on Chlneae · students 
and authorities to practice restraln(.!Pvok· 
tng the Ideals of one of BU's most l~ous 
graduates. Martin Luther King Jr 

.. , don ' t want to be gratultoua ;~:IPVIng 
advice. but I would encourage restrjllnt. I do 
not want to see bloodshed, .. Bush addu! Jat­

' er at the news conference. 
.. We revere the model of Martin Luther 

King In this country for his peaceful pro­
tests. and so I might suggest a famlUartza· 
lion with that for the people In China, .. 
Bush said . 

Bush 's re marks were his first 
extended comments on t~ mas­
s ive demonstrations start~ by 
students In Beijing. He embraced 
the protesters goals but added 
lha l he did not want to say any­
thing tha t might .. stir up a mili­
ta ry confrontation ... 

The presence of the two world 
leaders and their wives at Boston 
University provided a strong dose 
of excitement and drama to the 
customary po mp and clrcum ­
" a nce of a college graduation . 

Whil e commencement exer ­
c ises were held at more than 35 
colleges throughout New England 
yes tc rrl ay . o nl y those at BU 's 
Ni ckerson Field got to watch the 
Mrival a nd depa rture of the presi ­
dentia l entourage via US Marine 
h e li copte r or witnes s speec hes 
tha t were being covered by the In · 
t e rn a tl o nal m e di a a s we ll as 
s hown li ve by televis ion s ta tions 
In Bost o n a nd throughout th e 
w n rlrt 

Inconveniences posed by trail it · 
jams and long lines of fJ<'OP~ wa lt · 
lng to pass through me tal det ec­
tors appeared to be shrugged off. 
Th<o crowd roundly applauded nu · 
mtorous times during both com­
mencement addresses and when 
the two presidents and Barbara 
Bush received honorary degrees. 

Gov . Dukakls also attended the 
ceremony. sitting just a few feet 
away from Bush. The two men 
shook hands and briefly ex ­
changed pleasantries In a recep­
tion line before the commence­
ment exerclses.Dukakls also re­
ceived vlgorou! applause. especial · 
ly from students. when his name 
was announced. 

Bush appeared upbeat during 
the two-hour ceremony. whi c h 
was held unde r partly cloudy 
skies. The president waved heart ­
ily as he left the field and gave 
thumbs -up sig na ls to graduates­
log students. 

Some diacord 
The day was not without dis­

cord . howev~. As Bush ~an to 
speak . several students got out of 
their chairs for a few moment s 
and waved large banners criticiz ­
Ing him for the Iran-contra affair . 
Others held signs advocating 
abortion nghts . 

BU's commencement exer c ises 
capped two days of meetings be­
tween Bush and Mltterrand. The 
two leaders had engaged in bi ­
lat~al talks Saturday at Bush 's 
vacation compound In Kenne ­
bunkport . Maine. and had Oown 
tog.:thtor to Boston after morning 
church services. 

The most Immediate Issue In · 
volvlng the United States a nd 
Fran"". the rift In s ide NATO over 
the Soviet Initiative to reduc e 
short-r a nge nuclea r miss iles In 
Europe. appeared c loser to settle­
ment but still n ot mended . 

Bush told reporters yesterday 
that he belie ved the dispute would 
be re.;olved before the NATO lead ­
ers meet in Brussels next week . 

West Germany. which could bc 
the main battlefield In the event of 
a European nuclear war. has been 

pressing for ea rly a rms talks w11 h 
the Soviets . Hu1 Hush hc-ts refuscf1 . 
a rguin g that US nuclear WC"3J)(HJ:-. 

a re needt"ff to dc~ t e r sup<"rlo r So\ 'WI 
conventio nal forC't'S 

Mltterrand has backed tlw US 
proposal th a t n o ta lk s begin unlit 
the Soviets cut their con vrntloncil 
forces . but the F rench president 
has recommended th a t modern 
lzation of the missile fo rce be pul 
off until a t lea s t 1992. 

••Not yet totally overcome" 
In his commencement adOres~ . 

Bus h dt"fendffi his s low responSt· 
to Gorbac hev 's nurry of pea ce in i­
tia ti ves as prurlent because the 
Sov iet Union 's ··new thinking h as 
n ot yet totally overcome" its h os 

. t lie polic ies of the past. 
Unc1cr pressure by Euro pea n 

a llies to m ove more swiftly inr o 
a rms a greement s with Gorbac hev. 
Bu s h warned that there Is .. a 
growing complacency throughout 
the West. .. 

..1 believe In a deliberate. s tep­
by-step approach to East -West re­
lations because recurrlnl! sll!ns 

show that while change In the So­
viet Union Is dramatic. it is no l 
yet complete ... Hush said . 

Mitterra nd . mea nwhile. co n ­
centra ted hi s f-ldd ress on the d is ­
pa rit y between r ich r1 nd poor na · 
lion s. 

As for the en vi ronment. Miller ­
ra nd sa id th a t .. soon no one will 
be a ble to esca pe .. the pro blems 
brought on by pollution . The s itu · 
allan is a " m a tter of extreme ur­
l!ency ... he sairl . .. The Earth is our 

planet . so let us S<t\'C if . " Miltt-r ­
ra nd said . 

Mltterrand hopeful 
To repor rcrs. Millerr;t n d s-.1 id 

:VATO f.K'Ti orlif'~lll ~ · f<in·s i rlf " r n ;d 

cn n lron·r si es ') llC' h <lsI he currt ' lll 
CHit'. ; tdcfi ng h t· was hopt"fu l 11!. 1! 
tht s l<~t es l cl iflwult v would ben · 
so lved tx- fore thr ~ttmmit op<·r~-.. 
'Td lx· happ1· if the views can I•· 
r rco nciled .' .- rh c Fre n c h lea(kr 
said 

( .1.,1 11 -.l.lflt•l•.,t " I• .,111 •. 
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The crown jewel 
of Silber's reign 
By Sally Jacobs 
and Sean Murphy 
Globe Staff 

The t.wo presidents who spoke at Boston 
University's commencement yesterday were 
clearly the biggest draw of the day, but It was a · 
third president who had thrust the university 
before the world's eye. 

It was John Silber, BU's controversial presi­
dent. who groomed the university over the past 
two decades. Silber who won It attention both 
good and bad over the years. and Silber who 
bagged the big one for the university 's !50th 
birthday yesterday. 

H\s efforts culminated In a commencement 
extnovaganza as the university preened before 
unpnP'(lented attention. Through It all Silber 
beamed under his black velvet hat and gold 
tassel , for In the hierarchy of college com­
mencements. this was the one to attend. 

People came to view It from dista nces s hort 

BUSH AND MITTERRAND A I BU 

Circumstances of extra pomp: 
a crown jewel of Silber reign 

and long. nearly 
31.000 In all. and stood patiently 
for an hour or more In a line that 
stretched nearly half a mile up 
Commonwealth Avenue and down 
a maze of side streets. What drew 
many of them was the chance to 
glimpse President George Bush 
and French President Francois 
Mltterrand. the commencement 
speakers and apparently the first 
two heads of state to receive hon­
orary degrees at the same com-
mencement. · 

"Whatever you think of Bush. 
he's our president and I think It's 
great he's here." said graduating 
senior Lisa Hochman. who was 
teetering atop a folding chair be­
fore the ceremony. " It really says 
a lot about the university. Not ev­
eryone could have gotten him to 
come." 

Nor did everyone want him to 
come. Some students protested 
Bush's presence. In objection to 
his policies and also because they 
felt he would eclipse their gradu­
ation. Because-of tight security. 
the 5.224 graduating students 
had to arrive at the school's Nick­
erson l"leld several hours early . 
Students. who were limited to four 
guest tickets each. also objected to 
the limited seating. Several thou­
sand spectators watched the event 
over closed-circuit television In 
the Commonwealth Armory. 

"It's not our graduation. It's 
Silber's day In the sun ," said 
graduating senior Heather 
Schwartz. ~ring a black peace 
·stgn on the back of her red gradu­
a tion gown and a sign reading . 

"Bush Knew" on her black mor­
tarboard. " We're just lucky we're 
Invited." 

Other mortarboards also car­
ried taped-on messages. Including 
the standards, "Thanks Mom and 
Dad, " and "Unemployed ." and 
some of them repeated Schwartz's 
critical reference to Bush's role In 
the lran-u.ntra affair. But even 
some students wea'rtng those caps 
conceded that they were delighted 
by the pre8ldent's presence. 

Despite the potential for dis­
ruption , the I 16th commence­
ment went smoothly. Even a cover 
of clouds broke after a brief sprin­
kle as the ceremony began. 

Like some of the students, the 
university and surrounding 
streets were dressed In their best 
for the occasion. Red, white and 
blue bunting hung from several 
buildings In honor of the French 
and US governments. and · many 
vendors on Commonwealth Ave­
nue had hung signs congratulat­
Ing the graduates and their fam­
Ilies. Even the buses, parked In 
long, purring rows along the 
street, offered "Congratulations 
BU Graduates " o n their fore ­
heads. 

Traffic on Commonwealth Ave­
nue was detoured between Boston 
University Bridge near Kenmore 
Square and Packard Square In 
Brighton for nearly four hours. 
leaving Commonwealth Avenue 
oddly quiet In the university area. 
Most guests parked In Cambridge 
and boarded MBTA buses -for 
shuttle service to the school. 
where a corps of a~t 2.000 BU 
staff members ushered the crowd 
Into Nickerson Field . By 10 a .m .. a 

line of visitors four across had 
formed along several blocks of 
Commonwealth Avenue and ·adja­
cent side streets. 

Seeurlty ralea in fon:e 
Students had been warned In 

letters from the university that 
botues of champagne, French or 
otherwise. would be confiscated at 
the entrance to the field. Many 
students paraded around the field 
In cap and gown. happily clutch­
Ing bottles of carbonated water In­
stead. 

"They said popping cham­
pagne bottles would make theSe­
cret Service think somebody's 
shooting a gun," said Rebecca Ta­
feen. 21, of Fort Lauderdale. Fla., 
a graduate In inass communica­
tions. 

Although university officials 
declined to deta II protection mea­
sures, !lt:Ctlrlty contingents from 
France. the White House and local 
pollee were present. During the 
ceremony. Secret Service officers 
watched the crowd through bin­
oculars from atop the high-rise 
dormitories of the West Campus. 
and dozens of silent, suited agents 
with wires coming out of their 
ears mingled conspicuously amid 
the crowd. Pollee looking for weap­
ons funneled guests through met· 
al detectors at the entrances. 

State Pollee also kept watch 
from an elevated section of the 
Massachusetts Turnpike over · 
looking Nickerson Field. Boston . 
Metropolitan and BU pollee pro­
vided other security. both Inside 
and outside the flcld, but no un­
usual Incidents were reported. 

Two groups of students, how­
ever, brldly upset the orderliness 

THt·: UOS'I ON GLOIH-: MONI>AY , MAY '2'.!... I!IM!.t 
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BU president John Silber (left) chats with Mitterrand and professor Elie Wiesel. who gave the invocation. 

of the afternoon. Just as Bush 
was Introduced. two large ban­
ners were unraveled and dis­
played. They read,. " Women "s ltfe. 
women 's choice."" and " Iran-con­
tra : Indict Bush." 

F~culty marshals quickly mn­
verged and ordered the banners 
lowered. At the completion of 
Bush's speech, the students car­
ried the banners through the sta · 
dtum. eliciting both boos and 
cheers from the audience. 

"Wanted people to think" 
'" We just wanted people to 

think about the kind of dlshon · 
esty that operates at the highest 
level of government." said Stuart 
Shulman, 22, of Brookline. a j:(rad-

uate In liberal arts. " When we 
were walking out. a guy tried to 
grab the banner away from us . n.e 
said we didn't love ou r country. 

Out on Commonwealth Ave· 
nue . a few dozen protesters 
chanted loudly under a huge ban­
ner reading. " 1.000 points of out ­
rage." Other stgns said. "Fight 
Bush and the Capita list Offen­
sive" and "US Mind Your Own 
Uterus ... A group of Asian stu · 
dents with a loudspeaker . protest · 
lng events unfolding In China. 
chanted, "Stop martial law. Don't 
kill the students ." 

To many among the crowd 
such protests were an Inevitable 
commencement compon ent. evl -

.dence tha t the students have de· 
veloped a healthy habit of ques· 
ttontng the status quo. Many said 
th ey regarded the occas ion as a 
sign I hat Ooston University Itself 
has at tained a new level In · tts 
maturation . 

"I th ink that today there .1s a 
recognition that Boston Universi · 
ty has truly emerged In the pas! 
few years at the forefront of 
American universities. This is 
tangtble recognition of greatness." 
said William F. Surette. an alum· 
nus and vice chairman of the, unl · 
verslty Board of Trustees. waving 
an arm at the crowd. "BU has " 
rll'(h t I o be pretty proud toda y ... 
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John Silber, 
president of B.U., 
In his office. 

Far right: Students 
gathered on a hill 
behind the campus 
-a site known as 
the "B.U. Beach" 
- near the banks of 
the Charles River. 
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OUTSPOKEN, SOMETIMES 

OUTRAGEOUS, BOSTON UNIVERSITY'S 

JOHN SILBER HAS BEEN MONARCH 

OF THE CAMPUS FOR 18 YEARS. 

By Helen Epstein 

HE CITY OF CHELSEA, 
just northeast of Boston, 
might have been created 
as a case study for Amer­
ican educators. Its resi­
dents are poor, more than 
half are Hispanic or Asian 
immigrants, and they 
have one of the highest 
rates of tuberculosis, alco­
holism, drug abuse and 
teen-age pregnancy in the 
commonwealth. About 

half of Chelsea's school children 
speak English as a second language 
or not at all; its high school dropout 
rate is 52 percent. Three years ago, a 
group of Chelsea's citizens turned to 
John R. Silber. They knew the Boston 
University president had offered to 
manage the troubled schools of Bos­
ton, and had been turned down. They 
asked him to consider Chelsea, and 
Silber grabbed at the chance. 

He appeared on television, advocat­
ing prenatal nutrition programs for 
women of childbearing age, 9-to-5 day 
care for preschoolers and literacy 
education for parents - all ideas he 

Helen Epstein is the author of "Chil­
dren of the Holocaust" and "Music 
Talks." She lives in Cambridge, Mass. 

has been pushing since he was an ad­
viser for Operation Head Start 25 
years ago. 

If all goes according to plan, Boston 
University could become the first pri­
vate university in the country to man­
age an entire public school system. 
On March 29, the Chelsea Board of Al­
dermen passed a resolution in sup­
port of the partnership. Enabling 
legislation for a vote at the state level 
is expected later this spring, and cor­
porate fund-raising is in progress. 

The Massachusetts Federation of 
Teachers has taken B. U. to court over 
the constitutionality of the arrange­
ment, but Silber isn't overly con­
cerned. He's already in litigation over 
the ownership of Martin Luther 
King's papers, a severance case and 
a sex discrimination/tenure case, 
among others, and is used to fighting 
for what he wants. In fact, he is so 
contentious a figure that although na­
tionally it's the Chelsea plan that is 
drawing attention, many Bostonians 
see the whole thing as just another 
episode in the saga of John Silber. 

In a city where higher education is 
what the automotive industry is to 
Detroit, Silber presides over a payroll 
of 6,738; a student body of 28,920 full­
and part-time students and a budget 
of more than half a billion dollars. He 
will not make public his current sal­
ary, but he drew $240,000 in 1987. He 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY PAULA M. L.ERNERJWOOOfiN CAMP 
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is said to be the country's highest­
paid university president and one 
who controls his institution to a 
unique degree. In the 18 years of his 
presidency, he has appointed nearly 
90 percent of B.U.'s current faculty 
and acquired, in his estimate, about 
45 percent of B. U.'s current real es­
tate holdings. He reads most tenure 
and promotion files himself, often 
grilling candidates for hours on 
everything from their private lives to 
their political beliefs. 

There are close to 300,000 college 
students in the Boston area, and Sil­
ber is the most vocal of the 60 or so 
local college presidents in prescrib­
ing what an undergraduate education 
should comprise. Silber supports "the 
classical tradition of learning" and 
traces the decline of American higher 
education to Dec. 2, 1964, when stu­
dents occupied a building at the Uni­
versity of California at Berkeley and 
ushered in the campus movements of 
the 1960's. 

He uses his office to propound his 
academic opinions ("There is not any 
area of American intellectual life more 
debased than the social sciences"); his 
vociferous anti-Communism ("A uni­
versity that promotes the doctrine of 
moral equivalence" between the 
United States and the Soviet Union "re­
pudiates the conditions for its very ex­
istence"), and his moral beliefs ("He­
donism, which is essentially the pro­
gram of the typical student today, is 
not a system of values that will give 
any meaning to life"). 

The president's office is open from 
8 A.M. to 8 P.M. every weekday; its 
staff of 15 is organized in shifts to ac­
commodate Silber's 80- to 100-hour 
work week. In addition to running 
B.U., Silber maintains an active life 

· as a Kant scholar and keeps a high 
profile as a public speaker. He argues 
his views on everything from student 
loan programs (he favors them) to 
United States foreign policy (he's 
pro-Israel, for a strong defense) in 
dozens of newspaper pieces each 
year and maintains a correspondence 
with anyone who writes to him. He 
keeps a meticulous record of his ac­
tivities, tape-recording many meet­
ings, some telephone conversations, 
all public appearances and inter­
views. (Our series of interviews was 
taped by both of us and transcribed 
by his office.) 

Even admirers say John Silber is 
an acquired taste. "When he first 
started," says Henry A. Kissinger, 
who worked with Silber on the Na­
tional Bipartisan Commission on 
Central America, "my only question 
was if I killed him, would it be consid-
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ered murder or justifiable homicide? 
He is very fierce in his convictions. 
He takes no prisoners. I swore I'd kill 
him and then, as the weeks went by, I 
grew extremely fond of him." 

His supporters believe Silber will 
yet be "called" to public service and 
compare him to such extraordinary 
men as Winston Churchill, George 
Patton and Socrates. They say he is 
the rare leader with an "institutional 
imagination," a philosopher who 
applies classical thought to contem­
porary situations the way a rabbi 

· uses the Talmud and, in private life, a 
"soft touch" who protects those who 
need protection and gives away a 
large part of his income. 

His adversaries point out that 
American education is in such des­
perate straits that Americans will lis­
ten to anyone who is perceived as a 
successful educator, but that no man 
who treats human beings the way 
John Silber does should be called an 
educator. They compare his tactics to 
those of Joseph Stalin, even Hitler, 
and deride his university as "the 
Paraguay of education." They say he 
is a moralist who has demoralized his 
institution, a thug who has destroyed 
- not saved - Boston University. 
Most of the people - B.U. students 
and faculty, former faculty, former 
trustees - interviewed for this arti­
cle, even those with nothing critical to 
say, wished to remain anonymous for 
fear of reprisals. 

Meeting the president is under­
standably something of an anticlimax 
after this billing. He is a short, unre­
markable man of 62, who, in his habit­
ual suit and tie, might be taken for a 
Washington bureaucrat. It is only 
when he begins talking impatiently 

into our two tape re.coJrdf•r!l 
elocutionary 
outbursts of a raw, .... _,.,_.,, _.,_,r.c 
ular - that one unders why 
Phyllis Curtin, dean of B.uJ·s School 
for the Arts, has described 1\im as "a 
man of more colors" than anyone she 
knows. 

ORN IN SAN A TONIO 
to a Texan schoolteacher 
and a German immigrant 
architect, Silber was 
taught to believ~1 unques­
tioningly in God, bey au­
thority, relish de ate, re­
vere the arts. Ht. father, 
whom he adore , was a 
product of Kai er Wil­
helm's Germany he laid 
down the rules t \11 Silber 

· left home at 20 t9 marry. 
The elder Silber took time to explore 
the local Spanish mtsstons ith his 
children but, as John Silber recalls, 
also forbade them such things as or­
ganizing a street-corner jug band be­
cause they "were not musici~ns" and 
would "disgrace the family" L a rule 
that Silber now finds perfect!! appro­
priate. 

He was a small, intellectu lly avid 
child, who was, he says, 5 y1ars old 
when he realized that he ha a with­
ered right arm. Early on Silber 
learned that the bone of his Jtub was 
harder than a fist, and his willingness 
to use it in fights earned him the nick-
name "One-Arm Pete." I 

In Silber's account, the Depression 
hit him harder than his birtq defect. 
His father refused to give up archi­
tecture despite a lack of clients and 
his mother supported the fa ily by 
teaching grammar school. He re-

'IT Wf.S MY DESTINY TO BE A COLLEGE 

PRESIDENT AT A TIME WHEN PEOPLE 

HAD TO DEAL WITH A VERY BADLY 

BRED GENERATION OF STUDENTS.' 

members wearing "inadequate 
clothes and shoes" and hitch-hiking to 
Sunday school to save bus fare. The 
experience left Silber with an anger 
about poverty and contempt for 
subsequent generations of "self-indul­
gent, ill-bred kids," orority girls and 
tenured professors, among others. 

Education, for h1m, was religious 
before it was secular. He attended a 
Presbyterian Sun?ay school before 
entering grammar school, beginning 
a "contest with ~od," as he puts it, 
that lasted well · to his 20's. "There 
are certain things about Judaism and 
Christianity in stark contrast to other 
religions," he says, "and one is that 
God did not decid~ to be on the side of 
the strong, but o~ the side of the just 
and the good. To know what was re­
quired to be a g od person or a just 
person seemed t me the fundamen­
tal question that a person ought to 
ask. You can't h~ve any guarantee of 
happiness, you ~an't have any guar­
antee of financi~l success- even as a 
small child I OQserved those contin­
gencies. It seet-hed to me that what 
was to some extent within the individ­
ual's control is/ the moral quality of 
his life." 

Silber is quick to deride "Elmer 
Gantry" fundamentalism, but what 
he calls "religious literacy" is so 
basic to his understanding of educa­
tion that, as (Continued on Page 64) 

Far left: In 1979, 
clerical staff, 
librarians and other 
workers went on 
strike. When 
professors honored 
the picket line, 
Silber sought their 
dismissal­
unsuccessfully. 

Left: Silber talks 
with students. "It 
was my job," he 
says, "to try to 
Introduce some of 
the discipline and 
some of the Idealism 
their parents had 
neglected." 

Below: Howard Zlnn, 
a noted historian 
and B.U. professor 
for 24 years, has 
often been the 
target of Silber's 
displeasure. 
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SILBER 
Continued from Page 29 

an ethics professor, he would 
quiz his students on central 
points in the Bible and church 
history before they studied 
Christianity - to illustrate 
their "ignorance." He himself 
had always been at the top of 
his class. He started college 
at 16, choosing Trinity Uni­
versity in San Antonio, be­
cause it was cheap and he 
could live at home. Torn be­
tween music, sculpture, phi­
losophy, German and reli­
gion, · he graduated summa 
cum laude in June 1947 with a 
triple major and double 
minor. A month later, he 
married Kathryn Under­
wood, a fellow student, and 
went east to Yale to study for 
the ministry. · 

For a year, the young cou­
ple rented a room. Kathryn 
Silber worked while her hus­
band studied theology, helped 
with expenses by singing in a 
synagogue choir and interned 
as assistant to a Baptist 
minister who invited him to 
assess his sermons. Within a 
few months, the minister re­
signed and the 21-year-old 

took over. Both Silbers, how­
ever, disliked the conventions 
of pastoral life and John Sil­
ber felt his ministry did not 
give him "the intellectual and 
spiritual freedom" he needed. 
The following September 
found the couple in Austin, 
wit!} John at the University of 
Texas Law School. 

Once again, Silber did well . 
and, once again, he dropped 
out. He decided to return to 
Yale, get a doctorate in phi­
losophy and teach. Philoso­
phy, he says, "gave one the 
opportunity of searching for 
meaning without being com­
mitted to any answer in ad­
vance." He was made an 
assistant professor before he 
had completed his disserta­
tion (on the ethics of Imman­
uel Kant) . A few months later 
he was promised rapid ad­
vancement at the University 
of Texas, then in the process 
of upgrading its faculty. "I 
could just see the ivy growing 
on me," Silber says. "It may 
be temperament. It may 
have been the pioneer stock 
asserting itself through the 

genes. Th re is just a very 
high level f ri,sk-taking. that 
is part of my makeup." The 
Silbers, w o then had two of 
their even ual seven children, 
once agam moved back to 
Austin. I 

The Urliversity of Texas 
was the s~cond-largest indus­
try in the ptate. Nine Regents 
appointed; by the Governor 
controlled a multimillion-dol­
lar budget and kept an eye on 
who was hired. Their style 
was rega macho, and it was 
aped by I the university ad­
ministra1ors. "They bluster, 
they swagger and they draw 
a line in the sand," says one 
Universi y of Texas veteran 
now at Boston University. 
"They don't shoot you in the 
back; th~y shoot you right in 
the face." Silber thrived 
there. I 

By all accounts, he was a 
charism!ltic, exacting teach­
er, whose students adored or 
hated hi~, or both. He gave 
novel a signments - one 
sent his philosophy students 
into the worst slums of their 
hometowns over Christmas 
break to interview tenants 
and landlords - and he 
graded hard. That first year 
about a third of his students 
failed or made a D, most of 
the rest received C's, and a 

--------- - ------~·- ----·----

handful made A's and B's, a 
paradigm he urges on B.U. 
professors today. His meth­
od, he says, was "Socratic"; 
others have characterized it 
as in1 truction by humiliation. 

" nyone caught unpre­
par d in Silber's class was 
sim ly thrown out," Betty 
Flo ers, who is now a pro­
fess r at U.T., recalled. 
"On e a young man excused 
him elf on the grounds that 
he l ouldn't afford the text­
boo . Silber stopped the 
que tioning, reached into his 
wal et, and threw some bills 
at t e boy. The class was ab­
solu,tely silent, waiting, until 
the I boy reached down 
around him and gathered up 
the bills." 

He was a faculty activist. 
His stands on integration 
(for) and capital punishment 
(against) attracted state­
wide publicity and a coterie 
of U.T. colleagues including 
the , literary critic Roger W. 
Shattuck, the classicist Wil­
liam A. Arrowsmith, the 
writer Keith Botsford and the 
historian (now president of 
Brown University) Vartan 
Grkgorian, all of whom have 
remained close friends. 

But Silber also made ene­
mies. Some were students 

colleagues who saw him 

as a power-hungry sadist. 
Others were Regents unfor­
giving of professors whose 
politics "embarrassed" their 
institution. Silber, who had 
three children by this time, 
found his salary frozen and 
his future at U.T. in doubt. 
Then, in 1959, .his first schol­
arly articles were published 
and he won a Fulbright to the 
University of Bonn. 

S 
ILBER'S ENCOUN­
ter with Germany was 
seminal. He was im­

pressed by the elite, hierar­
chical German university; he 
met refugees from Commu­
nist countries and felt the 
first stirrings of what would 
become a passionate anti­
Communism; he learned that 
his father's family had been 
Jewish and that his father's 
sister had been gassed at 
Auschwitz. 

"The th ing that came most 
as a shock to me," he recalls 
today, "was that my father­
who was dead by then - had 
said nothing to me about it. I 
realized that one opportunity 
the United States had offered 
him was the opportunity of no 
longer being Jewish. And I 
thought: I'll be damned -
maybe it is in the genes. 
Maybe that's why I've always 



.. 
had this affinity to Judaism." 
(Silber, though, views hill}­
self .as the son of two Chris­
tian parents; any other view, 
he says, accepts "Nazi racial 
categories.") 

He returned to Austin a 
year later, anxious to im­
prove his department 
Though not an obvious candi­
date for chairman, he told 
rivals he was going after the 
job and he got it. Five years 
later, he became dean. 

Silber was known as a re­
former. He attacked en­
trenched senior faculty as 
"deadwood," and instituted a 
policy of "creative migra­
tion" for those he wished 
gone. He replaced 22 depart­
ment heads in less than two 
and a half years. Silber says 
he was careful to observe 
U.T.'s rules of loyalty to su­
periors (i.e. Regents), but he 
acquired a personal following 
and he opposed a key Regents 
objective: to encourage U.T.'s 
ever-increasing enrollment 
(then 35,000). Several mem­
bers of the Board of Regents 
owned real estate around 
campus, thereby profiting 
from the growing number of 
students, and resented Silber 
for pointing out their conflict 
of interest. Silber was 
warned that Regents chair-

man Frank C. Erwin planned 
to dismiss him, but stood his 
ground. "Once you start bail­
ing out," he says, "the plane is 
gone." 

On a July day in 1970, when 
students and faculty were 
gone, Erwin told Silber he 
would be asked to resign as 
dean that afternoon. Sup­
porters organized 7,000 sig­
natures for his reinstate­
ment, but, as Silber discov­
ered, "students and faculty 
are not controlling constitu­
encies." He was 44 years old 
and the future he had imag­
ined as U.T. president was 
gone. He had already inter­
viewed for the presidency of 
several other institutions 
when he got a call from Bos­
ton University. 

B OSTON HAD MADE 
headlines alongside 
Columbia and Cornell 

in the late 60's as a center of 
student unrest. Otherwise, 
the institution lacked defini­
tion - academic, physical, 
financial. Established in 1839 
as a Methodist seminary, 
B.U. had grown into a loose 
confederation of schools situ­
ated on two ugly campuses 
beside the Charles River. The 
college was everyone's 
"safety school," a perpetual 
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A contemplative Silber, in full c regalia, at one of his many public appearances. This 
one was in honor of the philosopher Paul Weiss, founder of the Metaphysical Society of America. 

fifth or sixth choice after !bearing interest. The payroll ing the recruitment process; 
nearby M.I.T., Harvard, was financed almost entirely he was the "surgeon" who 
Wellesley, Brandeis and by student tuition. could save it. His strategy 
Tufts. B.U.'s endowment was "The patient is already on would be "excellence" -by 
a paltry $18 million - $3 mil- the operating table and could upgrading the faculty, he 
lion of which, according to Sil- [be moribund," Silber told the would attract sponsored re­
ber, was kept in accounts not B.U. search committee dur- (Continued on Page 74) 

L ORI - L YNN S MIT H /PILOT 

"But t~at's just my point of view." 
"Over the right wing there, Stanley Park. We call that bridge 

Lion's Gate. Off my left shoulder, those are the mountains of course. 
Straight ahead, the city. First time in Vancouver? ... it's quite a place. 
But don't let 'em tell you different. Up here's the only way to see it. 

l fly this seaplane from Victoria· hourly, thereabouts, and I'm 
still in awe. Look yonder, just past the ferry, an orca whale! 
Beautiful, isn't she? And to top it all off, get set for splashdown, 
right in the heart of downtown:' 

Vancouver. By plane, train, ocean-liner, sailboat, ferryboat, 
automobile .. . you tlecide. Call Tourism British Columbia: 
1-800-663-6000. Ask for operator #5. 

I 

~anada 
The World Next Door .. 



Continued from Page 65 

search, better students and 
national visibility. He had 

· done it in Texas. If he took the 
job, the trustees would have 

· to guarantee him freedom to 
invest $1.5 million of B.U.'s 
money for the hiring of 30 
"first-rate" new professors. 
Silber was hired. 

He started work in January 
of 1971. He forged connec­
tions with state legislators, 
with Mayor Kevin H. White, 
(now one of the university's 
"star" professors) and with 
Senator Edward Kennedy, 
who would later help B.U. ob­
tain millions of dollars in 
Federal grants. 

Nine months into his new 
job, Silber discovered that he 
faced an $8.8 million operat­
ing deficit. He immediately 
froze all salaries and asked 
all deans and directors to 
make drastic cuts in their 
budgets. Even so, he went on 
hiring - a high-risk choice 
that cost him dearly in faculty 
support. His friend Roger 
Shattuck, who recently gave 
up a cozy chair at the Univer­
sity of Virginia to teach at 
B.U., says that Silber is "not 
the kind of person who 

changes his style. He's · judg­
mental, and he doesn't pull his 
punches with anyone. Most 
people, when they're in a posi­
tion of power, put on velvet 
gloves and mute 'their song." 

Silber sang his song inces­
santly, claiming that "a vi­
sion of excellence, a secular 
kingdom of God in which indi­
viduals fulfill themselves 
through education and useful 
public service" is essential to 
society. Mimy faculty mem­
bers had initially supported 
his "vision of excellence." 

But when Silber began to 
evaluate them; when he an­
nounced that the rank of as­
sociate professor would 
henceforth require a "na­
tional reputation" and that of 
full professor "an interna­
tional reputation"; when he 
talked about clearing out the 
"deadwood" to make room 
for the "first-rate"; when 
some of the "first-rate" 
turned out to be old friends 
from Texas, Silber found 
himself in bitter conflict with 
a tightly knit faculty which 
did not regard itself as need­
ing surgery. 

B.U., with its low tuition 

and easy admissions policy, 
was then the closest thing to a 
public universfty in Boston. 
The critic and ex-B.U. (now 
Harvard) English professor 
Helen Vendler had studied lit­
erature there and remem­
bers an unusually friendly 
faculty, with no bias against 
women. She recalls that 
"about a third of the faculty 
were between 50 and 65 years 
old when Silber came in. They 
had been teaching large 
classes and eight courses a 
year - the burden of the uni­
versity workload. These were 
the people he called 'dead­
wood.' He showed no respect 
for their lifelong commit­
ment to teaching; he said they 
should leave.'' 

Other professors, like the 
historian Howard Zinn, dis­
puted Silber's criteria for ex­
cellence. Some critics re­
sented Silber's recruitment 
of such high-salaried "stars" 
as Elie Wiesel at the expense 
of "bread-and-butter" fac­
ulty. (Next fall, Saul Bellow 
will be teaching one class a 
week and giving a series of 
public lectures for a reported 
$55,000.) Others just resented 
him. Jon Westling, now B.U. 
executive vice president, who 
joined the school in 1974 be­
cause ' he wished to work for 
Silber, is convinced that 
"what made him hated was 

the idea of change itself. I 
could see faculty appoint­
ments, a sense of direction, a 
punishing schedule, someone 
standing up in public for the 
idea that there is nothing in­
here~tly undemocratic in 
makipg judgments." 

S.1'1. Miller, a sociologist 
who _~Tetired from B. U. last 
Dec mber, arrived there in 
1973. He still recalls with 
ama ement the reception 
that Silber held for new fac­
ulty: "It was his tone. My im­
pres ion was -that he thought 
the new faculty were the 
ene y and that he was the 
onl intelligent person left in 
the niverse." 

M(ller's specialty is social 
policy. He had wide contacts 

·with leaders in government, 
industry and education but had 
not heard anyone like Silber 
before. He says that he had 
also never seen an institution 
so poorly administered. "B.U. 
feels like a royal court of an 
absolute monarch. He has his 
favorites, his loves and his 
hates. One's fate seems to de­
pend on the monarch's moods 
and prejudices. The monarch 
does not delegate; I felt that I 
lived in Kafka's castle as 
played by the Marx brothers." 

I 
THE ONCE-UNNOTICED 
university became a staple of 
the local press. 

In 1972, the president's just­
renovated house was gutted 
by fire. Silber, who lost al­
most all of his family's per­
sonal possessions, is con­
vinced it was arson by cam­
pus opponents. 

A lifelong believer in strong 
c~vilian control of the mili­
tary, Silber had quickly 
moved to reinstate R.O.T.C. 
When Marine Corps and 
Navy recruiters came to 
campus, anti-war activists 
were convinced he had in­
vited them as a provocation. 
Demonstrators blocked 
buildings. The president 
called the police. "One thing 
you'd better remember about 
the police," he recalls telling 
students through a bullhorn. 
"I happen to be an intellectu­
al, but the police are not intel­
lectuals and when you make 
some canine or Oedipal refer­
ence to their parent, they will 
resent it and you may find 
that you get physically 
abused by them." 

He said that demonstrators 
should emulate Martin Lu­
ther King by accepting the 
penalty of the law "lovingly," 
and that those demonstrators 
who were worried about Is­
rael should be thankful that 
the Sixth Fleet was, "as the 
Jewish lawyer said in the 
'Caine Mutiny,' keeping 

• Superb new additions end complete renovations 
• Good now of formal and lnformaiiMng areas 
• luxe master suite +4 bedrooms(& e)(panslon space) 
• Pool, pool house and brook on beautiful property ~ 
• On cul-de-sac In desired mld· counky locollon 1E.r 

a:...-:= 

13 yr. old elegant villa In the finest location. Steps to and views 
of Mecox Bay. Privacy and beautifully landscaped grounds. 
6,000 sq. ft. of the finest construction with '!. master bedroom 
w/exceotlonal bath. Separate Duplex Maisonette as a full apt. 
All {his In the finest taste. Old World Charm with all the modern 
conveniences. By appt . only to serious buyers with this office. 

176 Ft of spectacular water frontage directly across from Mystic 
Seaport with views from every room! This recently renovated 
charmer boasts a first floor Master Bedroom Suite with expansive 
deck, spacious skyfit living room, kitchen with breakfast nook, gen· 
erous dining room and den plus two full and two half baths. Four 
more bedrooms, a two car garage and a dock complete this one of a 
kind residence! Private dead end strei!t- unbeatable location! ~ 

1(1911y O'Brien) 
ord o.uociotv ire. 

18 Grigg Slreet. Greenwich, Con~L 06830 Tel 203/622-1700 

9 ROOM PRE WAR 
CO-OP 3300 Sq. Ft. 
Sale by owner, $1,750,000, maintenance $2016 

82nd and Madison-2nd Floor. P.S. 6 District 
Mint Condition-3BR, Library, F.D.R. 

L.R., kitchen, Pantry, 2 maids (with laundry) 
Totally Renovated, Marble Baths, Granite Kitchen 

212-254-1404 NO BROKERS 

Offerod Under 1 Million Dollars I 
• Ctss. Mara Realty, Ltd. 

Specialized Real Estate Service 
Call for Appt. @ (5161726-1.887 

==t 

$1,100,000 1SJ 
CAROL BARNES = 

203-536-2634 EVES. 203-536-4663 
REI MAX COASTAL REALTY 

-.........,.....,,. 46 GREENMANVIllEAVE., MYSTIC, CT. 06355 __ _,. 

BUCKS COUNTY, PA. 
NEWHOPE 

Luxurious river front condominium (under construc­
tion) an hour from New York or Philadelphia. Award 
winning design & historic restoration of the old New 
Hope Union Mill featuring 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, ele­
gant living room/dining room, quali~ appointed 
kitchen, fireplace, whirlpool, high ceilings, private 
deck overlooking the Delaware River, underground 
parking. Walking distance to restaurants, shops and 
summer theatre. $485,000. 

W.nJ. H. Fulper~ Realtors 
19S.Maln St., Yardley, PA 19067 

(215) 493-4007 

.I 



I • o 

grandma • out of the soap 
dish" - remarks that en­
raged a population far larger 
than anti-war protestors. 

I told Silber that several 
B.U. professors had told me 
he had frozen their salaries 
for· political reasons. Silber 
noted several faculty oppo­
nents whose salaries he had 
raised. I mentioned Howard 
Zinn, whose salary after 24 
years was $41,000 (after two 
arbitrations), compared to 
an average of $53,616 for his 
division. 

"You're damn right he has 
not received raises," Silber 
exploded, "because he's not 
worth a damn. Read what the 
best historians have said 
about his books - somebody 
is supposed to be rewarded 
for that crap? I know what an 
incompetent teacher he is. 
He's had classes in which he's 
given virtually all A's and B's 
and returned paper after 
paper with virtually no com­
ments o.n them. He's the 
enemy of scholarship, of 
truth, of civility and decency 
in a university. And $41,000? 
That puts him about $14,000 
ahead of the average Amer-

ican!" (Professor Zinn says, 
"Silber always likes to con­
trol definitions of 'best.' My 
last book was nominated for 
the American Book Award, 
and has gone through 15 
printings. For the past sev­
eral years, 400 students have 
signed up for my course and 
Silber refused to give me any 
teaching assistants.") 

In 1975, B.U. faculty voted 
to unionize. Silber refused to 
recognize the union. In 1976, 
10 of the 15 deans and several 
hundred faculty members 
called for his resignation. The 
board of trustees supported 
the president. Dissenters re­
signed or were not reappoint­
ed. 

During 1978 and 1979, the 
newly organized faculty 
union, the clerical workers, 
the librarians and the build­
ings-and-grounds workers all 
went on strike. When five ten­
ured B.U. professors refused 
to cross the clerical workers' 
picket line, the administra­
tion initiated termination 
proceedings against them. In 
response, several hundred 
academics across the coun­
try signed a petition calling 

'Are you seeking 
out the best 
professors,' 
Silber demands 
of students, 
'or taking the 
easiest courses 
you can find?' 

Silber's action inimical o 
"the integrity of academic 
freedom everywhere" a2d 
questioning his "fitness to re­
main as president of Boston 
University." The B.U. faculty 
voted overwhelmingly for his 
removal. The board of tr~s­
tees backed Silber again. 1 

During the politically som­
nolent 1980's, with many of his 
opponents gone, Silber has 

kept his institution in the 
press. He has stopped students 
from building shanties and 
flying "Divest" banners to pro­
test South African policies of 
apartheid. Most recently, he 
imposed pre-60's visitation 
rules at the dormitories. 

In 1989, people who have 
watched Boston University 
are struck by change.The uni­
versity's faculty attracted 
$110 million in sponsored re­
search this year, compared 
to about $15 million in 1971. 
Students receive $57 million 
in B.U. financial aid, com­
pared to $8.3 million in 1971. 
The campus is no longer ugly 
and a B.U. degree now 
carries some cachet. Among 
the commencement speakers 
expected on May 21 are two· 
Presidents: Franr;ois Mitter­
rand and George Bush. 

Some of Silber's decisions 
about how to a:llocate the uni­
versity's resources have 
been erratic. Right now, he's 
riding out the consequences 
of a $50 million investment in 
a small biotechnology firm, 
Seragen Inc., that not only 
has shown no prospect of a 
return in the near future, but 

would go out of business with­
out the university's support. 
("It comes down to this," said 
one administrator. "We've 
got a $1.25 million-a-month 
biotech habit, and there's no 
way we can kick it.") 

Still, experts on higher 
education such as David 
Riesman, as well as many 
-college presidents, have ex­
pressed great admiration for 
Silber's achievements and 
Silber has difficulty under­
standing why so many people 
atB.U.donot. 

"The abuse I received from 
the faculty hurt me deeply, 
because I was working like 
hell for the faculty," he says. 
"I kept their salaries ahead of 
the rate of inflation; I would­
n't take a raise for myself. 
After 1976, I decided that's 
the last time I would turn 
down a raise. If we can't get 
any respect, if we can't get 
any affection from this job, 
then I'll at least just pick up a 
paycheck. I now know that it 
was my destiny to be a col­
lege president at a time when 
people had to deal with a very 
badly bred generation of stu-

(Continued on Page 87) 

Beautifully set on a knoll with rolling green lawns, lovely views over 
horse farms and fields. large bright & sunny rooms. Cathedral ceilings 
giving a sense of space and openness with a woody look of a lodge 
with its fieldstone f/p. Fantastic country kitchen. luxurious master bed­
room suite on the st floor. Dining rm. media rm., 3 additional guest 
bedrooms each with its own bath. Full basemen~ 3 car garage. A fabu­
lous weekender. 4 acres on a true country road. $1.5 Million 

GARRISON N.Y. WEST PT. BEAR MT. AREA 
Leave Manhanan travel 60 min. on major roadways or rail, to begin an excursion to 

g~~~~ a3~dd s~~~Wi'c~~ ~!~~~i~~~tr:e~~Yn~~ Y~~~~~i~~~:sd~~e; ~r~~~c ;,•o~: 
Hudson Valleys most spectacular unencumbered four season River and Mountain 
Views, highlighted with gorgeous fiery sunsets. Drenched in natures aesthetic 
beauty, all senses touched. you seem1ngly leel isolated but secure from all else. 
Your privacy is preserved with bordering Appalachian Trail ( U.S. conservation 
lands). Slip back to reality and Sto 10 min. brings you. golf. pool. tennis, and yacht 
clubs, riding and stables. railroads , fine dinning and shopping. This 22 + acre par­
cel is B.O.H. and Town approved for 3 ready to build home sites. all wilh magnifi· 
cent views, set on 3 separate elevated plateaus. First offering is lor the extremely 

Sited in the watertront community of Cobb Island. this newly completed brick and 
clapboard colonial features quality detailings and materials. Wnh 7.200 sq. ft . of 
living space the house features hardwood noors, 4 fireplaces. and custom millwork. 
Sparkling harbor views are savored from the main rooms. The first floor guest room 
has a full balh. Upstairs is the domain for the master suite enhanced by an onyx 
marble fireplact! and full bath. In addition there are ¥.1 family bedrooms and 2 baths. 
The lower level has recreation rooms with fireplace. Brochure available. 
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@ 52 llabbiu Road. lledford Hills NY 10507 
914-241-3200 
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ered. All inquiries strictly confidential. 

RtALTORS 

175 W. Putnam Ave. 
Greenwich, CT. 
(203) 869-3975 
N.Y.C.IIne 824-2866 
M. Rowe, Pres. 
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PRIME LAKE ONTARIO WATER FRONT 
SODUS, NEW YORK 

,., ... 

-~,., .... 

Contact owner: 

CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
Real Estate Oepanment 

Thomas P. LiViQne 607-255-5341 

- --------------· - - --

BY OWNER 914·528·4128 

THE BEEKMAN 
TOWNHOUSE 

I 

166 East 63rd Street 

Established post-war lux­
ury high rise 

Incredibly elegant condos. 

Superb location, bright and 
spacious interiors. 

Full service huilding. 

Prices start at: s!Udios ............ S t88.000 two bed ........... $580.000 
one bed ........... S270.000 lhrec bed ..•..... $740,000 

Sec offering plan for full terms- file #CD-880127 

Brokers welcome. Sales office on premises. 
Call Natasha Zupan 

(212) 753-4267 

·Equal Housing Opportunity· 

SOUTHAMPTON- Estate Area- Steps To Ocean 

MAGNIFICENT MINI ESTATE 1il 
Beautifully landscaped incl. hedged front with automatic Estate gates. 
Totally sprinklered: 50' H. cedars. fruiUmagnolia & other flowering trees . 
Cape, 2-3 bdrs, 2-3 bths. w/white ceramic tile floors , steambath. All new 
kitchen: all new appliances including Jenn-Air cooking/barbecue, Sub­
zero relrig ., garbage disp., & all kitchenware . Library, rich hardwood 
floors. formal D.R. w/completely stocked bar. 60' wood deck lor enter­
taining at 20' x 40' lighted/heated gunite pool & Jacuui. Automatic exteri­
or lighting. NC., 2-zone oil heating; burglar/fire alarm. Rm. for tennis ct. 
Interior exQuisitely & totally decorated & newly furnished . including fine 
antiQues. designer linens & imported Italian d1shware & flatware. Move­
in: A.M.; Entertain: P.M. $1.4 Million by Owner/Designer. 

Call forappt. : M-Th. 9-6:212·832·0220; F & Sat, 516-283-8261. 
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dents. Their upbringing was· 
terrible and it was my job to 
try to introduce some of the 
discipline and some of the 
idealism their parents had 
neglected." 

0 N A RECENT EVE­
ning, I watched the 
president address 

about 400 students. His per­
. formance, billed as "How to 
Get the Most Out of the Uni­
versity," was quintessential 
Silber. He talked up B.U.'s 
outstanding faculty. He said 
that a university education 
was "a do-it-yourself pro­
ject," and asked, "Are you 
seeking out the best profes­
sors or taking the easiest 
courses you can find?" He of­
fered to make public the 
grade-point average of all 
faculty. He urged students to 
attend university cultural 
events instead of ruining 
their ears with rock music, 
wasting their money in night­
clubs and watching too much 
television. ("How many 
times can you watch 'Casa­
blanca' for God's sake?") He 

asked students to report any 
professor who did not show 
up for an appointment during 
office hours, "because you 
have a right to that." Then he 
took questions. 

"I might be unused to your 
mode of conversation I 
guess," said one young man, 
"but I'm kind of shocked at 
the disdain you have for our 
common culture. Is it the uni­
versity which should decide 
what is worthy of a person, 
culturally or intellectually, to 
live their lives? Or should the 
university be the open place 
where the student is given 
every choice to choose what 
is worthy of their attention?" 

The students applauded. 
"Are you confused into be­

lieving that what I have sug­
gested tonight as the best 
way for you to use your time 
is in any way a university re­
quirement?" replied Silber. 
"The university is quite open 
to your wasting your time." 

The questions were crisp 
and well-prepared. "I don't 
think there's one person in this 
room who hasn't had a prob-

lem getting into a class they 
needed Qr laaving- a class so 
huge you couldn't deal with it," 
complained a pre-law sttldent 
"We have a class called 'The 
History of Moral Philosbphy.' 
It's a requirement. ... Itlasn't 
been offered in two ears. 
There was an enrollmen limit 
of 40 and there are cur ently 
double that number · the 
class. There are people n the 
window sills, on the floor ." 

"Why don't they mt~e it into another room?" asked 
Silber. · 

"It's not so much the room; 
you can't even have a · cus­
sion," replied the studen 

"Well, let me tell you some­
thing," said Silber, "I could 
teach a class this size ... and 
we would have plenty of 
classroom discussion be­
cause unless the student body 
was vastly better informed 
than I believe this student 
body to be, they would be 
wise to listen to what a bet­
ter-informed person had to 
say rather than pontificate 
from the depths of their igno­
rance." 

"O.K.," said the student. 
"We're supposed to get to 
know our professors, you 
said. It's our right to know 
our professors. But when you 
have classes that are up-

wards of 200 and 300 students 
every semester, it's very dif­
ficult." 

"Every course? That's not 
true." 

The student, who had come 
prepared with course num­
bers, names and class totals 
(she was off by one semester 
in regard to the last time the 
philosophy course had been of­
fered), stood her ground, re­
maining cool through a mini­
tutorial from Silber on the folly 
of majoring in political science 
when what she needed was a 
customized program "combin­
ing English history ( concen­
trating on Henry II and the 
development of English com­
mon law), a good deal of litera­
ture and a good deal of philoso­
phy . .. . " 

She listened attentively and 
later explained that, as a fu­
ture lawyer, she had learned 
a lot 'from Silber, but that 
"you can't really argue with 
him about something you're 
very emotionally invested in 
because you'll get hurt." Sev­
eral other students made 
similar comments. None 
wanted to be identified by 
name. 

THAT NIGHT, SILBER HAD 
alluded to his wish to institute 
"moral education" in the 

Chelsea schools. "If you don't 
really grasp the distinction 
between right and power, 
you're not going to make any 
headway teaching ethics to 
anybody on how to become a 
better person," he said. 
"These are insights that are 
developed in children 3 to 5 
years of age through a proper 
educational system. It's 
pretty hard to do in the 
United States today, in a cul­
ture where there is no com­
mon ethos, where you are 
going to make half the com­
munity angry with anything 
you try to teach." 

Given the chance, how would 
you institute moral education 
in Chelsea? I asked him later. 
Silber replied with a story 
about a past president of the 
University of Oklahoma who 
wrote a book in which he laid 
out all his plans for the univer­
sity. "The people who would 
have been adversely affected 
by them were waiting and 
wiped him out in less than a 
year," Silber says. He, on the 
other hand, will "fight by the 
rules of Stonewall Jackson," he 
continued. "Every night I will 
camp my army at the cross­
road and my enemy will know 
I am there but not which of 
four directions I am going in 
the morning." • 

Since 1904, we've been taking 
in thousands of city dogs and cats. 
Saving them from starvation, abuse 
and abandonment. Caring for their 
medical needs. And providing a 
loving home until another can be 
found. We have never turned an 
animal over to a lab-our goal is to 
care for animals, not destroy them. 

Our dinic offers low-cost 
veterinary care and a spay-neuter 
program. None of which could 
be accomplished without your 
donations. So please, send all you 
humanely can. Because if you dose 
your hearts to us, we'll have to dose 
our doors to them. 

Here is my contribution of$ _____ _ 
to help city dogs and cats. 
Name ______________________________ _ 

AddresS------------------------------

City ____ ___;_ ____________ statee__-L.Zip ____ _ 

The Humane Society of New York 
306 E. 59th Street 

New York, NY 10022 
(a ll contributions are tax deductible) 
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