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July 24, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR LINDA WATSON

FROM: SARAH DECAMP ﬁ%K)
OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON

RE: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE FOR DR. SILBER

The Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith (New England
region) has requested a Presidential Message for Dr.
Silber whom they will honor at a dinner on September
25, If possible, they would like to receive the
message by September 1 so it can be printed in their
commemorative journal. Dr. Silber is president of
Boston University where President Bush delivered a
commencement address this spring. Dr. Silber will be
presented with ADL's Distinguished Public Service
Award.

Attached please find information about Dr. Silber and
the President's visit to Boston University earlier this
year.

The Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith is one of
the most important and influential Jewish organizations
in the country. I strongly recommend that we prepare a
message for Dr. Silber as requested by ADL.



May 22, 1989

The Office of the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

On September 25, 1989, the New England Region Anti-
Defamation League will honor Dr. John Silber,
President of Boston University, with its
Distinguished Public Service Award.

As vou well know, Dr. Silber has distinguished
himself through his unwavering commitment to
academic and educational excellence. Under his
leadership, Boston University has also become a
more visible presence in the Jewish community and
the greater Boston community through its social,
cultural and professional outreach.

In light of your leadership in supporting the
values and issues of the Anti-Defamation League and
vour recent wvisit to Boston University to deliver
the commencement address, I would like to invite
vyou to recognize this special ADL event with a
letter acknowledging Dr. Silber and Boston
University. The letter will be placed in the
commemorative Journal which will be distributed at
the Award Dinner. In doing so, you will honor the
Anti-Defamation League, as well.

Thank you for your time and your support. I 1look
forward to hearing from vou. Should vyour staff
have any questions, please have them call me at the
Anti-Defamation League, (617) 330-9669.

Respectfully vours,

Le rd Zakim
Executive Director
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PRESIDENTS’ DAY AT BU

Globe maff photo/Paul Benoit
President and Barbara Bush share the stage with French President Francois Mitterrand at the Boston University commencement yestesday.

.Bush, Mitterrand reflect on commitments

By Stephen Kurkjlan
Globe Staff

President Bush and President Francois
Mitterrand of France gave graduating stu-
dents at Boston University different lessons
on the world's condition yesterday, with
Bush saying the West must remain vigilant
but flexible tn its defense against commu-
nism and Mitterrand assatling poverty and
environmental pollution,

With 31,000 people watching. Bush and
Mitterrand declared In joint commencement
addresses that the Western alliance re-
mains united in its commitment to democ-
racy and must steer a steady course during
this time of upheaval in the communist
world.

Later at a joint news conference, both
men indicated that the Cold War and the
tensfon and suspicion that has marked
East-West relations since the end of World

War Il are now ending. But they said West-
ern countries await further proof that Sovi-
et leader Mtkhall Gorbachev wishes tp
make cuts In nuclear and conventional
military forces before reducing NATO’s
strength in Europe.

Commenting on the student upheaval in
China, Bush called on Chinese siudents
and authorities to practice restraint, invok-
ing the tdeals of one of BU's most illuatrious
graduates, Martin Luther King Jr

“Idon’t want to be gratuitous in giving
advice, but | would encourage restraint. I do
not want to see bloodshed,”” Bush added lat-
er at the news conference.

"We revere the model of Martin Luther
King In this country for his peaceful pro-
tests. and so | might suggest a familiariza-
tion with that for the people in China.”
Bush said.

Bush’s remarks were his first
extended comments on the mas-
sive demonstrations started by
students tn Belfing. He embraced
the protesters’ goals but added
that he did not want to say any-
thing that might “stir up a mili-
tary confrontation.”

The presence of the two world
leaders and thetr wives at Boston
University provided a strong dose
of excitement and drama to the
customary pomp and circum-
stance of a college graduation.

While commencement exer
eises were held at more than 35
colleges throughout New England
vestérday, only those at BU's
Nickerson Field got to watch the
arrivat and departure of the presi-
dential entourage via US Marine
heltcopter or witness speeches
that were being covered hy the tn-
ternational media as well as
shown live by televiston stations
tn Boston and throughout the

world

Inconveniences posed by tratiu
Jams and long lines of people wait
Ing to pass through metal detec
tors appeared to be shrugged off
The crowd roundly applauded nu
merous times during both com-
mencement addresses and when
the two presidents and Barbara
Bush recetved honorary degrees.

Gov. Dukakis also attended the
ceremony, sitting just a few feet
away from Bush. The two men
shook hands and briefly ex-
changed pleasantries in a recep-
tion line before the commence-
ment exercises.Dukakts also re-
cetved vigorous applause. especial-
ly from students, when his name
was announced.

Bush appeared upbeat during
the two-hour ceremony. which
was held under partly cloudy
skies. The president waved heart-
ily as he left the field and gave
thumbs-up signals to graduates-
ing students.

Some discord

The day was not without dis-
cord. however. As Bush began to
speak. several students got out of
thelr chatrs for a few moments
and waved large banners criticiz-
Ing him for the Iran-contra affair.
Others held signs advocating
abortton rights.

BU’s commencement exercises
capped two days of meetings be-
tween Bush and Mitterrand. The
two leaders had engaged in bi-
lateral talks Saturday at Bush's
vacation compound in Kenne-
bunkport, Matne, and had flown
together to Boston after morning
church services.

The most immediate fssue in-
volving the United States and
France. the rift inside NATO over
the Soviet fnitiative to reduce
short-range nuclear missiles tn
Europe. appeared closer to settle-
ment but still not mended.

Bush told reporters vesterday
that he believed the dispute would
be resolved before the NATO lead-
ers meet in Brussels next week

West Germany. which could be
the main battlefield in the event of
a European nuclear war. has been

Pressing lor carly arms talks with
the Soviets. Bur Bush has retused
ArgUINg that US nuclear weapons
are needed to deter supertor Soviet
conventional forces

Mitterrand has backed the Us
proposal that no talks begtn unty
the Soviets cut their conventional
forces, but the French president
has recommended thiat modern
fzation of the misstle force be put
off until at least 1992

‘“Not yet totally overcome"’

In his commencement address
Bush defended his siow response
to Gorbachev’s flurry of peace iny
Hatives as prudent because the
Soviet Union's "new thinking has
not yet totally overcome’ its hos
tile policies of the past.

Under pressure hy European
allies to move more swiftly into
arins agreements with Gorbachev,
Bush warned that there is "a
growing complacency throughout
the West ™

“Ib sein a deliberate. step
by-step approach to East-West re-
lations because recurring signs

show that while change in the So-
viet Union is dramatic. it is not
yet complete.” Bush said

Mitterrand. meanwhile. con-
centrated s address on the dis-
parity between rich and poor na
tions

As lor the environment. Mitter-
rand said that “soon no one will
be ahle to escape”™ the problems
brought on by pollution. The situ
ation is a "matter of extreme ur-
gency.” he said “The Earth is our
planet. so let us save 1t Mitter
rand said

Mitterrand hopeful
To reporters, Mitterrand  said
NATO periodically faces interng!

controversies such as the curreny
one, adding he was hopeetul thoa
this latest duhculty would e 1o
solved betore the summit Operss
“I'd be happy af the views can tx
reconciled.” the French leader
sad

Cobid Spane



The crown jewel

of Silber’s reign

By Sally Jacobs
and Sean Murphy
Globe Staff

The two presidents who spoke at Boston
Untversity’s commencement yesterday were
clearly the biggest draw of the day. but it was a
third president who had thrust the university
before the world's eye.

It was John Silber, BU's controversial presi-
dent. who groomed the university over the past
two decades, Silber who won it attention both
good and bad over the years, and Silber who
bagged the big one for the university’s 150th
birthday yesterday.

H!s efforts culminated in a commencement
extravaganza as the university preened before
unpneedented attention. Through it alt Siiber
beamed under his black velvet hat and gold
tassel, for in the hierarchy of college com-
mencements, this was the one to attend.

People came to view it from distances short
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BUSH AND MITTERRAND AT BU

Circumstances of extra pomp:

a crown jewel of Silber reign

and long. nearly
31,000 in all. and stood patiently
for an hour or more in a line that
stretched nearly half a mile up
Commonwealth Avenue and down
a maze of side streets. What drew
many of them was the chance to
glimpse President George Bush
and French President Francois
Mitterrand. the commencement
speakers and apparently the first
two heads of state to receive hon-
orary degrees at the same com-
mencement.

“"Whatever you think of Bush,
he's our president and I think it’s
great he's here.” said graduating
senior Lisa Hochman, who was
teetering atop a folding chair be-
fore the ceremony. “'it really says
a lot about the university. Not ev-
eryone could have gotten him to
come.”

Nor did everyone want him to
come. Some students protested
Bush’'s presence. in objection to
his policies and also because they
felt he would eclipse their gradu-
ation. Because of tight security.
the 5.224 graduating students
had to arrive at the school’s Nick-
erson Field several hours early.
Students, who were limited to four
guest tickets each, also objected to
the limited seating. Several thou-
sand spectators watched the event
over closed-circuit television in
the Commonwealth Armory.

“It's not our graduation. It's
Stiber’'s day in the sun,’ said
graduating senior Heather
Schwartz. wearing a black peace
'sign on the back of her red gradu-
ation gown and a sign reading

“'‘Bush Knew™ on her black mor-
tarboard. "We're just lucky we're
invited.”

Other mortarboards also car-
ried taped-on messages, including
the standards. "Thanks Mom and
Dad.”” and "‘Unemployed.” and
some of them repeated Schwartz's
critical reference to Bush’s role tn
the Iran-contra affair. But even
some students wearing those caps
conceded that they were delighted
by the president’s presence.

Despite the potential for dis-
ruption, the 116th commence-
ment went smoothly. Even a cover
of clouds broke after a brief sprin-
kie as the ceremony began.

Like some of the students, the
university and surrounding
streets were dressed in their best
for the occaston. Red, white and
blue bunting hung from several
buildings in honor of the French
and US governments, and many
vendors on Commonweaith Ave-
nue had hung signs congratulat-
ing the graduates and their fam-
ilies. Even the buses, parked in
long, purring rows along the
street, offered “‘Congratulations
BU Graduates’ on their fore-
heads.

Traffic on Commonwealth Ave-
nue was detoured between Boston
University Bridge near Kenmore
Square and Packard Square in
Brighton for nearly four hours,
leaving Commonwealth Avenue
oddly quiet in the university area.
Most guests parked in Cambiidge
and boarded MBTA buses-for
shuttle service to the school.
where a corps of about 2,000 BU
staff members ushered the crowd
into Nickerson Field. By 10a.m.. a

Iine of visitors four across had
formed along several blocks of
Commonwealth Avenue and adja-
cent side streets.

Security rules in force

Students had been warned in
letters from the university that
bottles of champagne. French or
otherwise, would be confiscated at
the entrance to the field. Many
students paraded around the fleld
in cap and gown, happlily clutch-
ing bottles of carbonated water In-
stead.

*“They said popping cham-
pagne bottles would make the Se-
cret Service think somebody's
shooting a gun,” satd Rebecca Ta-
feen, 21, of Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
a graduate in mass communica-
tions.

Although university officials
declined to detail protection mea-
sures, security contingents from
France, the White House and local
police were present. During the
ceremony. Secret Service officers
watched the crowd through bin-
oculars from atop the high-rise
dormitories of the West Campus,
and dozens of stient, sulted agents
with wires coming out of their
ears mingled conspicuously amid
the crowd. Police looking for weap-
ons funneled guests through met-
al detectors at the entrances.

State Police also kept watch
from an elevated section of the
Massachusetts Turnpike over-
looking Nickerson Field. Boston,
Metropolitan and BU police pro-
vided other security, both inside
and outside the fleld, but no un-
usua! Incidents were reported.

Two groups of students, how-
ever, briefly upset the orderliness

Globe staft photo/Yunghl Kim

BU president John Silber (left) chats with Mitterrand and professor Elie Wiesel, who gave the invocation.

of the afternoon. Just as Bush
was introduced. two large ban-
ners were unraveled and dis-
played. They read>''Women’s life,
women’s chotce,” and “lran-Con-
tra: Indict Bush.”

Faculty marshails quickly con-
verged and ordered the bansners
lowered. At the completion of
Bush’s speech. the students car-
ried the banners through the sta-
dium, eliciting both boos and
cheers from the audience.
‘‘Wanted people to think™

“'We just wanted people to
think about the kind of dishon-
esty that operates at the highest
level of government.” sald Stuart
Shulman, 22, of Brookline, a grad-

uate in liberal arts. "When we
were walking out, a guy tried to
grab the banner away from us. He
said we didn’t love our country

Out on Commonwealth Ave-
nue. a few dozen protesters
chanted loudly under a huge ban-
ner reading. "'1.000 points of out-
rage.” Other signs said, “Fight
Bush and the Capitalist Offen
sive” and "US Mind Your Own
Uterus.” A group of Asian stu-
dents with a Joudspeaker, protest-
ing events unfoiding in China,
chanted, “Stop martial law. Don't
kill the students.”

To many among the crowd
such protests were an tnevitable
commencement component. evi

dence that the students have de
veloped a healthy habit of ques-
tioning the status quo. Many said
they regarded the occasion as a
sign that Boston University tesclt
has attained a new level in fis
maturation.

“1 think that today there s a
recognition that Boston Universt:
ty has truly emerged in the past
few years at the forefront of
American universities. This 15
tangible recognition of greatness.”
said Willlam F. Surette, an alum-
nus and vice chatrman of the uni
versity Board of Trustees, waving
an arm at the crowd. "BU has a
right to be pretty proud today






























