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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Gingrich:

The President has asked me to reply to your letter of
February 20 regarding Israeli Airman Ron Arad.

On February 18, Ambassador Peter Burleigh, Coordinator for
Counter-Terrorism, met with Mrs. Arad and assured her that the
United States does not consider the hostage chapter closed. We
have called repeatedly for the release of all those held
outside the legal process in the region as well as an
accounting of all those missing, including Ron Arad. We fully
support the efforts of the United Nations Secretary General to
secure the release of the remaining captives.

Be assured that, as we pursue all of our foreign policy
goals in the Middle East, the fate of Ron Arad and the other
captives is not forgotten.

Sincerely,

ef

Janet G. Mullins
Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs

The Honorable
Newt Gingrich,
House of Representatives.



February 25, 1992

Dear Newt:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President requesting that the release of
Captain Ron Arad be included in Middle East peace negotiations.

We appreciate being advised of your interest and recommendation. I have shared
your letter with the President's national security and foreign policy advisors for their
review.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Nicholas E. Calio
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Newt Gingrich
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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February 20, 1992

The Honorable George Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to request that release of Captain Ron Arad,
the Israeli airman being held hostage in Lebanon, be made a
priority in the Administration’s efforts to secure peace in
the Middle East.

Captain Arad was captured by the Lebanese Shiite
organization Amal in October of 1986 after his aircraft blew
up over Sidon in Southern Lebanon. In 1989 Captain Arad was
reportedly handed over to Iranians in Lebanon. Even though
the Iraniang “ave never admitted that they are holding him,
and despite recent reports of his execution in response to the
Israeli attack on Shiite Muslim Cleric and leader of Hezbollah
Sheik Abbas Musawi, his wife, Tamar, and his brothers, are
firmly convinced that he is still alive and being held by the
Iranians.

Based on Israel’s traditionally strong relationship with
the United States, the Israeli assistance in freeing the
American hostages in Lebanon, and the desire of all parties to
bring peace to this war-torn region, as well as the political

r‘V<? and economic leverage which the United States maintains over

Iran, I respectfully request that the release of Captaln Arad
tﬁriﬁbluded as_a grl rity in _your Administration’s prcposals
endeavoring to bring. peace _and stability to Israel and the
Arab nations of the Middle East.
—_—

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sinceredy,

Newt Gingrich

NG/jkh
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February 25, 1992

Dear Newt:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President requesting that the release of
Captain Ron Arad be included in Middle East peace negotiations.

We appreciate being advised of your interest and recommendation. I have shared
your letter with the President's national security and foreign policy advisors for their
review.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Nicholas E. Calio
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Newt Gingrich
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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bee:  w/ copy of inc to Dept. of State - for direct response
bec:  w/ copy of inc to NSC - FYI
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The Honorable George Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to request that release of Captain Ron Arad,
the Israeli airman being held hostage in Lebanon, be made a
priority in the Administration’s efforts to secure peace in
the Middle East.

Captain Arad was captured by the Lebanese Shiite
organization Amal in October of 1986 after his aircraft blew
up over Sidon in Southern Lebanon. In 1989 Captain Arad was
reportedly handed over to Iranians in Lebanon. Even though
the Iranians have never admitted that they are holding him,
and despite recent reports of his execution in response to the
Israeli attack on Shiite Muslim Cleric and leader of Hezbollah
Sheik Abbas Musawi, his wife, Tamar, and his brothers, are
firmly convinced that he is still alive and being held by the
Iranians.

Based on Israel’s traditionally strong relationship with
the United States, the Israeli assistance in freeing the
American hostages in Lebanon, and the desire of all parties to
bring peace to this war-torn region, as well as the political
and economic leverage which the United States maintains over
Iran, I respectfully request that the release of Captain Arad
be included as a priority in your Administraticn’s prcposals
endeavoring to bring peace and stability to Israel and the
Arab nations of the Middle East.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

SincereaAy,

Newt Gingrich

NG/jkh
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February 25, 1992

Dear Newt:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President requesting that the release of
Captain Ron Arad be included in Middle East peace negotiations.

We appreciate being advised of your interest and recommendation. I have shared
your letter with the President's national security and foreign policy advisors for their
review.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Nicholas E. Calio
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Newt Gingrich
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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February 20, 1992

The Honorable George Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to request that release of Captain Ron Arad,
the Israeli airman being held hostage in Lebanon, be made a
priority in the Administration’s efforts to secure peace in
the Middle East.

Captain Arad was captured by the Lebanese Shiite
organization Amal in October of 1986 after his aircraft blew
up over Sidon in Southern Lebanon. In 1989 Captain Arad was
reportedly handed over to Iranians in Lebanon. Even though
the Iranians have never admitted that they are holding hinm,
and despite recent reports of his execution in response to the
Israeli attack on Shiite Muslim Cleric and leader of Hezbollah
Sheik Abbas Musawi, his wife, Tamar, and his brothers, are
firmly convinced that he is still alive and being held by the
Iranians.

Based on Israel’s traditionally strong relationship with
the United States, the Israeli assistance in freeing the
American hostages in Lebanon, and the desire of all parties to
bring peace to this war-torn region, as well as the political
and economic leverage which the United States maintains over
Iran, I respectfully request that the release of Captain Arad
be included as a priority in your Administration’s prcposals
endeavoring to bring peace and stability to Israel and the
Arab nations of the Middle East.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincereay,

Newt Gingrich

NG/3jkh



