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| The American Council
e Political Action Committee m———

‘2%a£&%ﬁ§A¢NJ/ January 25, 1990

The Hon. George Bush
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write to thank you for your recent remark regardlng anti-Arab sentiment
in America. We are also very concerned about “series’ ‘controversial actions
carried out by the U.S. Department of Justlce (Justice), the FBI, and the
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). These actions have created a great
deal of fear for many Arab-Americans. We believe that these operations cross
the boundary of individual rights thus raising serious civil and constitutional
questions which threaten the rights of all Americans.

Therefore, we call on you to make the necessary inquiries to determine how
a group of Americans can be selectngﬁg;nﬂ;gxggylews based purely on its
ethnicity.

The American Council strongly supports Justice, the FBI and INS in their
fulfillment of their respon51b111t1es of preventing, interdicting and stopping
terrorist groups from carrying out their hideous acts. And we would like to
congratulate them for doing a very good job under difficult circumstances.

At the same time, we feel that it is imperative that these government
agencies conduct their activities well within the bounds of the United States
Constitution.

For a number of years now, Justice, The FBI and INS have selected the
Arab-American and Muslim communities, as a group, for investigation. Please,
consider the following facts: -

* 1986 - The Department of Justice and Immigration (INS)
developed the "Alien Terrorist and Undersirables: A
Contingency Plan" targeting only Arabs and Muslims. A new jail
described as being, "a good place to put about 5,000 Arabs," was
established specifically for this plan. This plan must be repudiated

by the highest levels of government.
* 1987 - FBI and INS agents arrest and threaten Arab
immigrants with deportation because their political views

varied from the government's.

% 1990 - anti-Arab violence and hate crimes reach an all-time
high.

* 1991 - the FBI begins mass questioning of Arab-Americans leaders.

(more)

POST OFFICE BOX 4024, ARLINGTON, VA 22204 e (703) 5321138
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These events coupled with the explosive confrontation in the Gulf have
compelled Arab-Americans believe strongly that they may face the greatest threat
confronting any American group since the U.S. government jailed Japanese-
Americans during World War IT.

Some very serious questions have been raised as to the propriety and
constitutionality of the actions. In carrying out these activities, the
government has created the impression that Arab-Americans and Muslim-Americans,
as a group, are suspect. Somehow, they are less loyal and not as law abiding
as the rest of America.

Clearly this matter deserves your further attention and intervention. Your
inquires into the issues which were not mentioned in your broadcast remarks is
of great importance to our community. There are many benefits for such action
your part including:

1. A clear message will be broadcast to all Americans that the President
is visibly and positively active in guarding their constitutional rights. The
importance of this should not be underestimated particularly to America's new
citizens and newly arrived immigrants. A great many of them come from societies
where democratic institutions do not exist.

2. The government agencies in questions will have an opportunity to
present their case before the Chief Executive and dispel the many rumors that
abound as to what the government's real intentions are.

3. Fear and misunderstanding would be eliminated or significantly reduced.

4. Such a hearing would reinforce, at a very sensitive and emotional
time, the position that in America there is no sanction for bigotry.

Again, we thank your for your positive remarks and we implore your prompt
consideration of and action on the issues mentioned above. We look forward to

hearing from you. Thank you.

With warm personal regards.

Sincerely,
4 Robert A. Clark
President

RAC/pm
Enclosures
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The Washington Post

AN

INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The FBI and Ar"ab Abzericans

In the words of Thomas Jefferson,
“eternal vigilance” is the price of free-
dom. Yet, Charles Lichenstein and Paul
Joyal seem eager to take exception

when Arab Americans are vigilant in .

guarding their constitutional and civil
liberties [op-ed, Jan. 21]. The authors
seem more concerned with providing

the FBI “elbow room” than they are-

about the rights of these Americans.

Have they forgotten how much elbow -

room J. Edgar Hoover had?::

In “interviewing”
leaders in an attempt to gather infor-
mation about possibie terrorist activity

in the United States, the FBI is asking

questions about their political beliefs
[news story, Jan. 14]. Deputy Attorney

Arab-Arﬁéncan .

-General William P. Barr tells us that:

“these interviews are not intended to:

intimidate.” However, that is what they .

do. They intimidate people into bemg
politically silent and passive.

Although -1 strongly support actlve-

anti-terrorist efforts, these activities
should be conducted in a way that does
not violate constitutional liberties. In

carrying out the interviews, the FBI -

and Justice Department have acted
with prejudice. They are in essence
saying they believe Arab Americans
have information of possible terrorist
acts but are unwilling to come forward
and notify the authorities. Somehow,
Arab-American loyalty to America is

_less than what it should be.

Also, the interviews help create an
impression that since this group is
being officially questioned on a serious
matter, there must be something

- there. Thus, they cast a cloud over the
community without a shred of evi-

dence. - o
Contrary to what the government

t

says, Arab Americans have a lot to
worry about. This is not an isolated
instance. In 1986 the Immigration and
Naturalization Service wrote a detailed
plan called “The Alien Terrorists and
Undesirables: A Contingency Plan.”
Under that plan, a new federal prison
camp was established in Louisiana.
Some government officials thought it
“would be a good place to put about
5,000 Arabs.” The plan has not been
repudiated by the highest levels of our
government. .. . .

In 1987 the FBI and INS arrested
seven Palestinians in Los Angeles.
Their crime” was membership in the
Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine. The evidence was primarily
pro-Palestinian magazine' articles.
They were arrested because-their-po-

litical thinking was not in line with- -

official U.S. government policy.
During « World - War 1II, Iapanese

.. Americans--were - interned. -The. gov- -

ernment said it was doing this to guard
against acts of sabotage and terrorism.
It now appears that Arab Americans
are singled out for special treatment.
This is a clear and present danger to

.all ‘Americans, not just Arab Ameri-

cans. The best way to beat this ugly
and unconstitutional threat is to fight

‘this action. Anything short of that in-

vites America to repeat its past viola-
tions of the Constitution. Today, it is
Arab Americans. Not too long ago it

was Japanese Americans. Who will it.

be tomorrow?
ROBERT A. CLARK
Arlington

_ The writer is pre.ﬁdent of The Amer:-

can Council, a political action com-
mittee working to tmprove U.S.-Arab

relatwns.

The FBI should stop its “interviews”
of Arab Americans about potential ter-
rorism in this country. Such interviews
are _not only intimidating, but they
make all Arab Americans unfairly sus-
pect in the eyes of their fellow citizens.

If the FBI has credible information
about terrorist activity, by all means it
should take every action to thwart it.
But to question Arab Americans at
random is highly offensive to all Ameri-
cans. Would it be appropriate for the

. FBI to question me about the Irish

Republican Army just because of my

"name? Would it be fair to question

Italian Americans about the Mafia just
because of their ancestry? .. -
The analogy has been made to what

.- was suffered by loyal japanese Ameri-

cans during World War II. It is apt.
Many of us thought that Americans

- had learned from that tragic mistake. It
_is obvious that the Justice Department

and FBI have not.
KEVIN DELANY
Washington
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Singling Out Arab Americans

" terrorism—instigated by Saddam Hussein

T HE GULF crisis has raised the threat of
and directed against American targets both

.abroad and in this courntry. Hence, the increased

security at federal buildings and airports, and the

- decision of the Immigration and Naturalization

Service to photograph and fingerprint visitors
holding Iraqi and Kuwaiti passports. These have

. been telling signs of a nation assuming a wartime

. footing. Given the pronouncements out of Bagh-

dad, these countermeasures are inconvenient but
necessary security pretautions against p0351ble

_terronst attacks.

Yet it is exactly at times such as these that

-government must take care not to circumscribe
- the rights and freedoms of its citizens. Regretta-" "

bly, that may have happened last week during the

—course of a special Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion program focused on Arab Americans.

FBI agents contacted more than 200 Arab-
American business and community leaders across

- the country, ostensibly to inform them of the

bureau’s intention to protect them against any .
- backlash frem the Persian Gulf crisis. Investigat-

- ing and prosecuting hate crimes and ethnically

motivated violence spawned by Middle East tur-
bulence is a legitimate job of federal law enforce-

~ment officials, so that aspect of the bureau’s
- initiative was welcomed by Arab Americans. But

" contend that agents asked citizens about their.

" time,”
 threats , .

FBI agents also used the occasion to gather
intelligence about possible terrorist threats. This

is where the FBI quickly wore out its welcome.

Organizations representing Arab Americans

political beliefs, their attitudes toward the Per-
sian Gulf crisis, Saddam Hussein and their knowl-

edge or suspicions about possible terrorism. Dep-
uty Attorney General William P. Barr denies any.
FBI intention to intimidate Arab Americans, as

some community leaders fear. “At the same
he says,

. it is only prudent to solicit informa-

“In the light of the terrorist

tion about potential terrorist activity and to
request the future assistance of these individu-
als.”

But why does the government presume that
Americans of Arab descent should know about
“potential terrorist activity” or that this group of
Americans is any more knowledgeable about such
activity than any other? FBI spokesman Thomas
F. Jones says it’s because the bureau is aware of
a number of terrorist organizations in the United
States that “consist of people of Middle East
descent” and that the “possibility exists that
[terrorists] are living in Arab-American commu-
nities.” In that way, he said, Arab Americans
“could come into possession of mformatxon on
potentlal terrorist acts.”

It is a perilously flimsy rationale. It leaves the
U.S. government wide open to the accusation
that it is dividing Americans by ethnic back-
ground and singling out one group as a suspect

~class. If that were true, the government’s con-

duct-would clearly be constltutlonally offensive
and morally repugrant. To imply that Arab

. Americans—some of whom are members of fam-

ilies that have been in this country since the turn
of the century—may have a special link to
terrorists is both insidious and harmful. The
government cannot go around making judgments
and presumptions about cmzens on the basis of
their descent. '

Like all Americans, Arab Americans have the
right to be accepted and treated as individuals,

_and the government has a constitutional duty to

observe and protect that right. Neither should
the government invade the privacy or trample
the dignity of one class of citizens. What is being:
seen now recalls the negative stereotyping that
served as a basis for the shameful treatment of
Americans of Japanese ancestry during World
War II. Such stereotyping, with all its ugly and
unfair implications, should not be allowed to take
hold. ~















