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American-Arab Affairs Council
1730 M Street, NW., Suite 512, Washington, D.C. 20036-4505
Telephone: (202) 296-6767 e Intl. Telex: 440506 AMARA
Facsimile: (202) 296-5791 USA

April 24, 1991

The Hon. John H. Sununu g Uv
Chief of staff \m%gﬁn

The White House
Executive Ofc of the President
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Sununu:

It gives me great pleasure to report to you on the activities of
the American-Arab Affairs Council over the past three months (see
enclosed "Highlights"). During this time of leadership transition,
the Council's principal efforts have been the publication of our
quarterly journal and the implementation of a major conference in
Atlanta marking the tenth anniversary of the organization. This
meeting was very well-attended and received wide media coverage--the
banquet speech by Under Secretary of State Paul Wolfowitz was
excerpted in The Washington Post. The proceedings will be published
in the next issue of American-Arab Affairs.

The participation of well-known policy makers and analysts
ensured an enthusiastic audience in Atlanta. It was a particular
pleasure for me to have as the keynote speaker the Hon. Frank C.
Carlucci, whom I served under during his term as Secretary of Defense.
Other speakers included David Mack of the State Department's Near East
and South Asia bureau, William Quandt, Robert Neumann, Clovis Maksoud,
and Ambassadors Nassib Lahoud of Lebanon and Abderrahmane Bensid of
Algeria. Fortuitous timing--the fighting had ceased the day before--
enlivened the event for those on the dais and in the audience.

I want to assure you of my commitment to the Council's major
projects, conceived and established by its founder, George Naifeh:
the journal American-Arab Affairs, the major conferences, and, as
funding permits, other efforts directed to the public-opinion leaders
identified at the Council's inception. There is heightened interest
right now in the subject matter this organization provides forums for.
With your support the Council can become secure and flourish.

Sincerely,

ARSI

Lt. Gen. Charles W. Brown
President and Chairman
of the Board

enclosures: a/s
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American-Arab Affairs Council
1730 M Street, NW., Suite 512, Washington, D.C. 20036-4505
Telephone: (202) 296-6767 e Intl. Telex: 440506 AMARA
Facsimile: (202) 296-5791 USA

HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES
January-March 1991

ATLANTA CONFERENCE

The Council celebrated its tenth-anniversary with a major
conference at the Marriott Marquis Hotel in Atlanta, Georgia,
February 28-March 1, 1991. Entitled "The Gulf Crisis: Global
Ramifications," the meeting became even more timely when the U.N.
cease-fire was declared the day before. The program focused on
the economic and political implications of the war in the Gulf
and the necessity of constructive U.S. engagement in the Gulf and
the Middle East following the war.

The Atlanta meeting had been in the planning stages long
before the Iragi invasion of Kuwait, so the presentations were
being revised up to the last moment. When the cease-fire finally
occurred the night before the conference began, a psychological
shift had also taken place. As the banquet in honor of Ambassador
Clovis Maksoud convened on Thursday night, the relief was
palpable. Dr. Maksoud's speech exhorting his fellow Arabs to
begin a healing process was in keeping with the general mood.

There was extensive local, regional and national interest in
the conference. 1In addition to the nearly 200 business, academic
and religious leaders in attendance, there was wide media
coverage from television (CNN, WSB Channel 2 - ABC affiliate in
Georgia), newspapers (Washington Post, Atlanta Constitution,
Detroit Free Press, Reuters) and radio (WABE Atlanta Public
Radio, Peach State Public Radio).

The impressive array of speakers expressed a range of views
that stimulated a great deal of discussion. Some of the
prominent individuals who participated were the Hon. Frank
Carlucci, former U.S. Secretary of Defense; the Hon. Paul
Wolfowitz, U.S. Under Secretary of Defense for Policy; Dr.
William Quandt, Senior Fellow, the Brookings Institution; H.E.
Nassib LaHoud, Ambassador of Lebanon; and H.E. Abdurrahmane
Bensid, Ambassador of Algeria. The conference program is
attached for your review. Also attached is a copy of the
excerpts from Under Secretary Wolfowitz's remarks which were
printed in the Sunday, March 31, 1991, "Outlook" (editorial)
section of the Washington Post.

The conference cosponsors listed in the attached program
were essential to the success of the Atlanta conference. 1In
particular Dr. Raymond Mensing, Jr., Executive Director of the
Georgia Consortium, Inc.; Dr. Cedric Suzman, Vice President, the
Southern Center for International Studies; Dr. Mary Zumot, Mercer
University Atlanta Center; and Dr. Carla Stein, Office of
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International Programs, Georgia State University, were invaluable
to the implementation of the conference.

Conference proceedings will be included in upcoming issue
number #35 of the American-Arab Affairs journal.

AMERICAN-ARAB AFFAIRS

The 35th issue of the journal is in the mail to its
subscribers. In addition to the entire proceedings of the
Atlanta conference, it includes major articles on the Sultanate
of Oman, U.S. policy toward Lebanon, the distinguished history of
Jews opposed to Zionism, the future of the Palestinians, and
efforts to eliminate weapons of mass destruction from the Middle
East.

The journal also includes in its documentation section two
papers produced by the Coalition for Postwar U.S. Policy in the
Middle East, one dealing with economic and political development
and one on the Israeli-Palestinian question. The American-Arab
Affairs Council was part of the Coalition, a group formed
consider the future of the Arab world in the aftermath of the
Iragi invasion of Kuwait and to publish position papers on this
topic. As part of the journal, these papers will be accessible
to researchers and other interested readers through the 14
indexes and data bases that list its contents.

HOUSTON LUNCHEON

On April 3, Lt. General Charles W. Brown, President of the
American-Arab Affairs Council; Dr. Jack Wilkinson, Chief
Economist, Sun Refining and Marketing Company and a member of the
Council's Board of Directors; and Richard F. Wilson, Director of
Development for the Council, traveled to Houston, Texas, for a
luncheon at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Meherwan Boyce of the
Council's Texas State Committee.

The luncheon was attended by 40 people including business
executives and individuals active in the Houston cultural
community. General Brown and Dr. Wilkinson discussed current
political and economic factors in the Gulf region and how they
might affect the United States.

General Brown and Dr. Wilkinson were interviewed by KPRC TV,
Houston's NBC affiliate, and Dr. Wilkinson was interviewed the
Houston Business Journal. The luncheon was also covered by the
Houston Chronicle and the Houston Post, the two largest Houston
newspapers.

COALITION FOR POST-WAR U.S. POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

In an effort contribute to and guide post-war debate on the
many critical political, economic, social and strategic questions
that have come to the fore following the war with Iraq, the
"Coalition for Post-War U.S. Policy in the Middle East" was
formed. The Coalition comprises organizations interested in
promoting improved U.S.-Arab relations and constructive U.S.
policy in the Middle East: the American-Arab Affairs Council,
the American Educational Trust, the American Muslim Council, the



Arab American Institute, the Council for the National Interest,
the National Association of Arab Americans, the National Council
on U.S.-Arab Relations and the National U.S.-Arab Chamber of
Commerce.

Under the auspices of the coalition, three position papers
were written and are now available on "Regional Security and
Defense Issues in the Middle East," "Israel and its Neighbors:
Achieving Peace and Stability" and "Enhancing Economic and
Political Development: A Time to Heal and Build for the Future."
Each paper was written by an area specialist with the input of a
review committee.

Richard Wilson participated in planning sessions, and
General Brown reviewed the position paper on regional security.
The two papers which were available when the American-Arab
Affairs journal went to press, "Enhancing Economic and Political
Development..." and "Israel and its Neighbors...," will be
included in upcoming number #35. If you would like a copy of
these papers, you may contact The Coalition at the U.S.-Arab
Chamber of Commerce, 1825 K Street, N.W., Suite 1107, Washington,
D.C. 20006. Tel. (202) 331-8010. Fax: (202) 331-8297. Please
specify the topics.

EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS

The Council's first Educational workshop of 1991 will be
held May 2 and 3 at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.
This will be the second seminar the Council has held at Amherst
and will concentrate on providing further knowledge on the Arab
world and Islam, enlarging on the information provided last year.
The Council has secured six excellent speakers for this two-day
workshop, and Senator McGovern will be giving the luncheon
keynote address. There will be a full report in the next
"Highlights."

Although the Council was not able to make a full
presentation at the University of North Carolina-Wilmington, Dr.
Ann Lockledge did proceed with a mini seminar on April 10 to
which the Council sent relevant materials for the participants.
Dr. Lockledge reported that on April 10 thirty teachers attended
a seminar devoted to understanding Islam. These teachers were
from various cooperating schools and will be supervising student
teachers. The speaker for the group, from the Religion
Department of University of NC-Wilmington, was delighted that the
Council had sent John Esposito's Islam: the Straight Path to
distribute to the participants, since Dr. Esposito had done his
graduate study under him while working on his master's degree.

The teachers were extremely interested in learning about how
the Quran affects the cultures of the Middle East. There was
also much discussion about religion and national-security issues.
The teachers were particularly pleased with the wealth of
materials that they could take back to share with their student
teachers. Some of the teachers had already written to the
International Institute of Islamic Thought to request a copy of
the "Arab World Notebook" and had received their copies. Dr.
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Lockledge advised the other teachers to follow this example. Dr.
Lockledge said that the seminar was a huge success and called to
thank the Council for the wonderful materials.

Other planned Educational Workshops include the University
of Arkansas at Monticello on August 9 and the University of
Toledo on August 19 and 20. Another seminar is in the planning
stage at California State University at Sacramento. More details
on these seminars will be forthcoming in future "Highlights."

FACILITATIVE ASSISTANCE REQUESTED FROM THE COUNCIL

The Council's Program Director, Wilma LaMee, continues to
receive numerous requests for materials for use by teachers, as
well as information requests for libraries, meetings and
conferences. Pertinent Council materials have been sent to these
various organizations as well as information on where to obtain
other materials gratis that they may find useful. These requests
come as a result of the Council's Educational Workshops which
have received enormous publicity in all locales where they have
been held. The Council averages sending two packets of material
each week.

Another function to which the Council offered facilitative
assistance was a presentation on "Archeology in the Middle East"
to 90 students at Broadview Middle School in Burlington, North
Carolina on March 1. The presenter, Carol Vogler, was one of the
participants in our two-week Arab world trip during April, 1990;
these teachers continue to relate their experiences and it was
through their energy that the North Carolina Consortium was
formed. Ms. Vogler's slide presentation in Burlington covered
archeology of Babylon, Petra and Jarash to three 7th grade
classes. The children were most attentive and inquisitive. They
were especially excited when they realized that the treasury
building at Petra was a real place and not just a movie prop for
"Indiana Jones." The teachers and assistant principal were
equally attentive and interested in the slide presentation.

Ms. Vogler's superb lecture was praised in the following
note she received: "You are a master teacher with the ability to
captivate young minds. Your presentation showed much thought and
effort and I appreciate your willingness to share with the folks
in Burlington." Other groups to whom Ms. Vogler has given
presentations include 200 senior citizens in Winston Salem and a
group of retired teachers. Other members of the North Carolina
Consortium will be making presentations in late April.

CONTINUING INTEREST IN MILWAUKEE SYMPOSIUM

The clergy showed great interest in the Milwaukee Religious
Leaders Symposium held November 7, 1990, and the Council has had
numerous requests for multiple copies of the fall issue of
American-Arab Affairs, which contained excerpts from this
conference. We continue to get requests to send this excellent
issue to interested persons. The Council's religious-leaders
symposiums are held across the United States with the objective
of encouraging the clergy to begin participating in the Middle




East peace process. It is evident the clergy who attended are
concerned and want to do what they can to bring peace to this
troubled area of the world.

PULITZER FOR BOARD MEMBER STEVEN NAIFEH

The members of the Council's Board and staff were proud and
delighted when the Pulitzer prize winners were announced on April
10. In the category of biography, the prestigious award was
given to Jackson Pollack: An American Saga, by Steven Naifeh and
Gregory White Smith (New York: Clarkson N. Potter, Inc., 1990).
Steven Naifeh, the son of George Naifeh, the Council's founder
and president emeritus, has served on the Board for the past
seven years.

Lawyers and art historians, Steven Naifeh and his partner
have written many successful books, but the Pollack biography
represents a 1l0-year investment of energy and time. In the field
of publishing, such labors of love seldom become award winners or
commercial successes. In addition, painting is the most
political of all the arts, the modern eye being so tolerant; a
priesthood of critics generally controls the public taste and the
marketplace. Naifeh and Smith brought exhaustive research and
new interpretations to the abstract impressionist Pollack and
alienated many critics, making their Pulitzer all the more
meaningful.

JOURNAL EDITOR SPEAKS TO MARINE CORPS OFFICERS

On the day before the air war in the Gulf began, Anne Joyce,
editor of American-Arab Affairs, conducted a discussion on the
Gulf situation for a class of senior officers at the Quantico,
Virginia, Marine Corps base. She had been invited many weeks
prior to that date, which was chosen when the United Nations set
the deadline for Iragi withdrawal from Kuwait. An energetic
exchange of views took place, the officers differing among
themselves and with Ms. Joyce on the likelihood and advisability
of war, its length, and the prospects of peace in its aftermath.
The suspense ended 36 hours later, when the bombing of Baghdad
began.

FAREWELL LUNCHEON FOR GEORGE NAIFEH

On January 18 the Council's Board of Directors held a
special luncheon in Washington for retiring founder and president
emeritus George A. Naifeh. It was attended by 130 Council
supporters including Jordanian ambassador H.E. Hussein Hammadi,
Najeeb Halaby, William Colby, former Senator Charles McC.
Mathias, Council Board members former Senator George McGovern,
Talat Othman, K.v.R. Dey, Witold Sulimirski and Carol Edler
Baumann. Dr. Baumann presented Mr. Naifeh with a plaque from the
Board praising his unique accomplishment in founding the Council
and bestowing on him the honorary title of president emeritus.
Mr. Naifeh will be missed, but his legacy will live on.
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THE ARAB WORLD AND ISLAM:
TEACHING PRIORITIES AND TECHNIQUES

Second Spring Seminar for Teachers

Sponsored by: Five College/Public School Partnership, Five Colleges, Inc., Critical
Language and Area Studies Consortium, and the American-Arab Affairs Council

May 2-3, 1991
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

CAMPUS CENTER
University of Massachusetts at Amherst
Ambherst, MA

Registration: $40.00 per person will include luncheons and over $100 in books, maps and resource materials. CEU credits
through the University of Massachusetts will be available for an additional $10.00.

TOPICS AND SPEAKERS

® Naseer H. Aruri, Political Science Department, Southern Massachusetts University, ‘‘U.S. Economic and Political
Policies in the Middle East”

® Aida Bamia, Department of African and Asian Languages and Literature, University of Florida, Gainesville, ‘‘Cultural
Diversity in the Arab World”’

@ John L. Esposito, College of the Holy Cross, ‘‘History of Islam and Its Traditions”

® Mohammed Jiyad, Senior Lecturer in Arabic, Mount Holyoke College, ‘‘Arabic Language”

® Yvonne Haddad, Department of History, University of Massachusetts, ‘‘Cultural Contributions of the Arab World
to Western Civilization”

® Canon Michael Hamilton, The Washington Cathedral, ‘‘Moral Issues Involved in Middle East Conflicts”

Participants will meet in small groups with each of the six presenters. Luncheon on Thursday will be organized as an
information exchange for participants. The guest speaker at the Friday luncheon will be the Honorable George McGovern.

To register for the Seminar, please complete the form below. We encourage you to make additional copies of this flyer
to share with your colleagues. Participants coming from a distance may want to stay at the Campus Center Hotel, University
of Massachusetts (413) 549-6000.

REGISTRATION:
The Arab World: Teaching Priorities and Techniques
May 2-3, 1991, University of Massachusetts, Amherst

Name:

School:

Mailing address:

O Please check here if you did not attend last year’s seminar so that we can provide you with a resource notebook distributed
at that time.

Please return, along with a check or Purchase Order for $40 made payable to ‘‘Five Colleges, Inc.,” to the following address:
Arab World and Islam Seminar
Five College Center
PO. Box 740
Ambherst, MA 01004
You will receive a map to the University Campus Center with your confirmation.



MA]JOR CONFERENCES

Ambassador Clovis Maksoud answering a question at Atlanta
conference. To his left, H.E. Nassib Lahoud, Ambassador of
Lebanon, waits to respond while Dr. Robert Claxton, Executive
Drrector, Georgia Commattee on U.S.-Arab Relations, moderates
the question and answer period.

Mr. Peter White, President, The Southern Center for International Studies,
moderating the afternoon political panel for Atlanta conference: (from left
to right) the Hon. Joseph W. Twinam, John C. West Professor of Govern-
ment and International Studies, The Citadel; the Hon. David Mack, Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Middle Eastern and South Asian Affairs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State; the Hon. Robert G. Neumann, Director, Middle East Studies
Program, Center for Stategic and International Studies, and; Mr. Kenzo
Oshima, Minister, Political Section, Embassy of Japan.

Dr. William B. Quandt, Senior
Fellow, The Brookings Institution,
delivering the luncheon address at
Atlanta conference.

The Hon. Frank Carlucci delivering the
morning keynote address at Atlanta
Conference.

Dr. Jack Wilkinson giving a television in-
terview. Mr. Talat Othman is being in-
terviewed in the background.

The Hon. Paul Wolfowitz, Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy (right) and H.E. Abder-
rahmane Bensid, Ambassador of Algeria,
(left) during Atlanta conference evening ban-
quet. H.E. Ambassador Lahoud is behind
them.

Morning economic panel (from left to right): Dr. Jack Wilkinson, Direc-
tor, International Economics, Sun Refining and Marketing Company; Mr.
Talat Othman, President, Dearborn Financial, Inc.; Mr. John Christie,
Editor, Gulf States Newsletter, London; and Mr. Koro Bessho, First Secretary,
Economic Section, Embassy of Japan.

Lt. General Charles W. Brown, President of the American-Arab
Affairs Council, talking with Dr. Cedric Suzman, Vice President
and Educational Program Director, The Southern Center for In-
ternational Studies, while the Hon. Frank Carlucci is being in-
terviewed by CNN in the background.
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The Hon. Paul Wolfowitz answeringa  H.E. Abderrahmane Bensid, Ambassador of Algeria, ~Mr. and Mrs. Talat Othman and Atlanta con-
question following his banquet address  and Dr. Mary Zumot, Mercer University, Atlanta Center  ference attendees listen to a presentation.

at Atlanta conference. at Atlanta conference.

Lt. Gen. Charles W. Brown, President and
Chairman of the Board of Directors, A can-
Members of the Atlanta conference political panel: The Hon. Joseph Twinam, the Hon. Aralk Aj_'fairstouncil spegks io Howtonﬁez:::ss
David Mack and the Hon. Robert Neumann consider a question from the audience. ZREvtiEs aboit B r,nz'lz'tmy career and political
and economic stability in the Middle East.

Some of the Houston
business executives and
media representatives who
attended the Council lun-
cheon hosted by Texas State =
Commattee members, Dr. g
and Mrs. Meherwan Boyce &
on April 3, 1991.

Dr. Jack Wilkinson, Director, International Economacs, Sun
Refining and Marketing Company and a Council Board
Member, discusses the international oil market and the im-
pact of the Gulf war on U.S. business with a group of 50
business executives in Houston.

Dr. Wilkinson responds to a
question from the luncheon
audience.




THE WASHINGTON PoST

Sunpay, March 31, 1991

Paul D. Wolfowitz

Desert Storm—An Arab Victory

The following is excerpted from an address
to the American-Arab Affairs Council in
Atlanta on March 1:

There’s been a lot of nonsense spoken about
Saddam Hussein’s being an Islamic hero. Sad-
dam Hussein is not an Islamic hero, and he’s
not an Arab hero—he’s an international thug, a
gangster. He has tried to cast himself in the
mold of Saladin and other heroes of the Arab
past, but Saddam is no Saladin. Saladin was a
great general, generous in victory, a patron of
the arts, founder of schools and mosques,
builder of public works, a man who died owning
less than when he came to power, a hero
recognized in East and West alike as the
paragon of chivalry.

Saddam Hussein’s real role model seems to
be Hulagu Khan, the infamous 13th century
Mongol chief who murdered prisoners of war,
slaughtered women and children, plundered
and burned cities, hospitals and universities—
the original Butcher of Baghdad.

[ know Muslims well, particularly from my
time in Indonesia—I know them as humane
and peaceful people. [ find it disgraceful that
anyone would hold up Saddam Hussein as a
Muslim leader, not just because his piety is
pure propaganda, but because it is calumny to
suggest that the atrocities he has inflicted on
the people of Kuwait, Iran and Iraq are con-
doned by his religion. He may be second only to
the Soviet Union in the number of Muslims
anyone has killed in this century. To accept his
claim to be a spokesman for Islam simply
propagates the false stereotype of Islam as
brutal and aggressive and intolerant.

But there are plenty of real Arab heroes of
this war. I've alréady mentioned some of the
statesmen. Many more have earned the high-
est honor. Some of their names are known:
Fahad Ahmad Al Sabah, the Emir’s brother,
who was killed in action on Aug. 2 fighting for
the precious minutes that enabled his govern-
ment to escape to Saudi Arabia and carry on
the struggle; Col. Turki Al-Firm, whose King
Abdul Aziz Brigade of the Saudi National Guard
dashed to the Kuwaiti frontier and faced the
vast Iraqi army in those tense days when it was
the only force between Saddam Hussein and
Dhahran; Capt. Ayedh Al-Shamrani of the Roy-
al Saudi Air Force, with his twin kill of a pair of
Iraqi Mirages.

And Sara Al-Qabandi, a 19-year-old Kuwaiti
girl, who made the ultimate sacrifice for her
country. Captured by Iraqi soldiers while car-

rying messages between resistance leaders on
G-Day, Feb. 24th, she was tortured and mur-
dered—chopped in half with an ax. Her sister
later died in a Saudi hospital after being raped
and unspeakably mutilated by Iraqi soldiers in
reprisal for Sara’s valor.

Thousands more remain unknown, including
Sara’s comrades in the Kuwaiti resistance, who
fought the invaders for weeks after the Kuwaiti
armed forces had been forced to evacuate the
country and continued to attack Iraqi soldiers,
equipment and facilities until the Iragis inflicted
brutal reprisals against whole neighborhoods.

We Americans owe a special debt to those
brave men and women who, under threat of
death, secretly fed and sheltered Americans
and other foreigners trapped in Kuwait. They
led Westerners through the Iraqi lines to Saudi
Arabia, then went back in to get more. And up
until liberation day, the resistance continued to
provide valuable intelligence information to the
coalition forces at great personal risk.

Many more served with the Arab forces who
led the liberation of Kuwait: the pilots of the
Kuwaiti Air Force’s 9th and 25th squadrons,
who continued flying their A-4s against the
Iraqi aggressors until their base was overrun,
then evacuated to Dhahran to gain their re-
venge in Desert Storm; the Qatari brigade that

BY ELEANOR MILL

fought with such distinction alongside Col.
Turki’s guardsmen at Khafji; thousands of oth-
er Arab soldiers, sailors and airmen, many of
whom are truly heroes to the surrendering
Iraqis for personifying the finest Arab tradi-
tions of generosity and hospitality.

I would not want to omit the many Arab
Americans serving with distinction as members
of U.S. forces. When I visited the 1st Marine
Division in October, I went to the forwardmost
battalion, which was posted immediately next
to a Free Kuwaiti MP unit. I asked the Marine
commander if he had any trouble communicat-
ing with the Kuwaitis, and he said no—not only
did some of the Kuwaitis speak English, but he
had two Arabic speakers in his unit: both Arab
Americans.

A last important lesson is that what we have
seen this week is not an Arab defeat. On the
contrary—it is a resounding Arab victory. The
Arab League roundly condemned the invasion
of Kuwait. Troops from nine Arab countries,
representing more than half the world’s Arab
population, participated in coalition operations.
Arab armies and air forces performed superbly
in this conflict and played a leading role in the
liberation of Kuwait.

The writer is undersecretary of defense for
policy.




























