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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

March 1, 1991

Mr. Wathik Rifai
President

American Arab Society
Post Office Box 12

La Miranda, CA 90637

Dear Mr. Rifai:

Thank you for your letter concerning the Gulf crisis. I
have been asked to respond on behalf of President Bush. I have
read your letter with great interest and want to assure you
that Washington decision makers share your concerns.

You should be assured that the U.S. Government made
extraordinary and exhaustive efforts to resolve this crisis
peacefully. Many organizations, including the Arab League and
the European Community attempted to convince Iraqg to withdraw
from Kuwait. Secretary of State James Baker held more than 200
meetings with foreign dignitaries, participated in 10
diplomatic missions, and made six appearances before the
Congress, all devoted to resolving this crisis peacefully . He
has travelled more than 100 thousand miles to talk with, among
others, members of the United Nations, the Arab League and the
European Community.

On January 9, Secretary Baker flew to Geneva in an
eleventh-hour attempt to find a peaceful solution to this
crisis. There, he met with Iraqi Foreign Minister Tarig Aziz,
who refused to discuss an end to the occupation of Kuwait.
Following that meeting, United Nations Secretary General Perez
de Cuellar made his second voyage to Baghdad in search of
peace. He also found it impossible to convince Saddam Hussein
to comply with UN Security Council Resolution 660 and
subsequent resolutions by withdrawing from Kuwait. Saddam
Hussein consistently rejected every attempt to mediate his
withdrawal from Kuwait.

Now, after all peaceful approaches have failed, the United
States and allied forces are proceeding in accordance with UN
Security Council Resolution 678 to dislodge Saddam Hussein's
forces and to liberate Kuwait. The President did not make the
decision to use force lightly. We hope that we will resolve
this conflict swiftly and with the minimum loss of life.



War is not a preferable state of affairs. However, it may
be a necessary action to wrest freedoms and liberties from the
grasp of tyrants. As President Bush said in a speach on
January 28, "No one wanted war less than I did. No one is more
determined to seize from the battle the real peace that can
offer hope, that can create a new world order." The foundation
of this new order is respect for the security, sovereignty and
freedom of each nation.

Allied forces in the Gulf represent 28 nations from six
continents. The United Nations Security Council adopted twelve
resolutions following the invasion of Kuwait unanimously or by
overwhelming majorities. With few exceptions, the world's
nations stand united on this issue: Irag must withdraw from
Kuwait, completely and unconditionally, and the legitimate
government of Kuwait must be restored.

When this war is over, President Bush has said, "the United
States... will have a key leadership role in helping to bring
peace to the rest of the Middle East."” We pray, as you do, for
a swift, just end to this conflict and for a world where this
kind of transgression no longer occurs.

eputy Director

Office of Regional Affairs
Bureau of Near Eastern and
South Asian Affairs
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AMERICAN ARAB SOCIETY
P. 0. BOX 12
LA MIRADA, CA 90637
February 20, 1991
President George Bush
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500
Dear Mr. President:

REQUEST FOR A CEASE FIRE

We would like to inform you of our endorsement and acceptance of
the Soviet Peace Proposal. We ask you to accept the Soviet Peace
Proposal since the Iraqi President accepted the one most
important resolution of the U.N. Security Council--to give up
Kuwait and no longer have a Province 19 of Iraq. No matter what
is going on, you should keep the door open for Soviet diplomatic
contact with Irag for a peace plan in ending this war, since the
Iragi troops will withdraw from Kuwait by implementing the most
important one of the U. N. Resolution 660. This 1is our goal and
objective and our victory without bloodshed.

Dear President, you should know now we are against any ground
attack to free Kuwait, since the Iraqgis agreed to withdraw from
Kuwait. The Soviet Peace Proposal should work and give them a
chance to save American and Arab blood. And, believe us, if
there is any ground attack, it will be a bloody one for U.S.A.
troops and heavy losses up to 20,000 soldiers. They will die in
that battle and it will be the biggest destruction of our
political campaign for 1992 for the Republican Presidential race;
and _the Democratic Senator, Sam N@gnne will be the winner in the
U. S. election in 1992. The majority of the American people are
against bloodshed for oil, and today the CNN Gallup Poll shows us
that 71% want you to stop the war right away and give the Soviet
effort for a peace plan and cease fire a chance.

Be sure, we need you in 1992 more than anyone in the world, as
our President of the United States.

God bless you and bless America.
Sincerely,
CVOON\&«R

President of the American Arab Society
Member of Republican Presidential Task Force

P. S. The most important issue is not winning the war only.
After the war, we need to keep our Arab moderate government in
power.



American Arab Society
P. 0. Box 12
La Mirada, CA 90637

September 27, 1990

Excellency Shaikh Saud Nasir Al-Sabah
Embassy of the State of Kuwait

2940 Tilden Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20008

Your Excellency:

On behalf of the American Arab Society (AAS) and its members throughout the
United States, please allow us to express our deep concern over the grave
international crisis that has arisen over the Iraqi occupation of the State of
Kuwait. AAS has publicly and unequivocally denounced all aggression against
the State of Kuwait and has called for an immediate and unconditional
withdrawal of all Iragi forces, the restoration of the legitimate government
of Kuwait, and the peaceful resolution of any differences that may exist
between brotherly Arab states. AAS has always supported the independence,
sovereignty, and territorial integrity of all states in the region and has
opposed intervention in the domestic affairs of other nations.

In supporit of these objectives and principles, AAS has backed U.N. Security
Council Resolutions 660, 661, and 662, which imposed a worldwide embargo on
trade with Irag and nullified the Iragi annexation of Kuwait. We also have
exnressed support for the defensive deployment in Saudi Arabia, at the request
of the Saudi government, of multinational forces that include U.S. troops. We
believe that this deployment will contribute to the defense of both Arab and
American interests. AAS supports taking whatever additional steps are
necessary to honor U.S. commitments to defend our Arab allies in the region,
including Kuwait. In so doing, however, we are mindful that U.S. diplomatic
and military commitments must be carried out in full consultation and
cooperation with our Arab allies. Furthermore, we have urged the Bush
Administration to exhaust all diplomatic means to achieve a peaceful
resolution of this tragic crisis.

We would like to assure you and the Kuwaiti people that AAS fully supports the
independence and sovereignty of Kuwait. We will back whatever muitinational
efforts are necessary to achieve an end to the Iragi occupation of Kuwait.

God bless you.

Sincerely yours,

President of vt ‘ x
American Arab Society C \3><</ SQSE;
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November 26, 1990

Mr. Wathik Rifai
P.0. Box 12
La Mirada, CA 90638

Dear Mr. Rifai,

It gives me great pleasure to present you with your exclusive
1991 Republican Presidential Task Force commemorative calendar.

Your calendar is truly unique in that the special White House
photos I've chosen capture both the landmark achievements and the
spirit of the first two years of the Bush Presidency.

When you look over the historic events portrayed in your
calendar, I hope you're filled with a tremendous sense of pride.

As a supporter of the Task Force, and as one of President
Bush's most loyal and generous friends., you playved a leading role
in heiping to make these great moments a part of American history.

But 1991 is a new year, the start of a new election cycle and
the beginning of two great challenges for the Task Force.

First we must re-elect President Bush.

Second, there are 34 Senate seats up in 1992. Of these 34
Senate seats, 20 are held by Democrats; 11 of whom are highly
vulnerable '"first-term'" Senators.

It's here we have our golden opportunity. By laying the
groundwork for Senate campaign victories in these 34 Senate races,
we'll be giving President Bush a solid foundation on which he can
launch his own re-election campaign.

But in order to re-elect President Bush and recapture a
Republican Senate Majority, WE MUST BEGIN WORK IMMEDIATELY.

For that reason, I'm hoping you will renew your membership for
1991, by sending your membership contribution of $120 (that's just
$10 each month) to the Republican Presidential Task Force today.

With your contribution we will be able to send our field
operatives to each and every state and local Republican Party
headquarters. Then we can assess the strength of each operation
and design a plan for rebuilding and strengthening our grassroots
volunteer network.
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It's an ambitious plan to be sure. But you know as well as I
do that the sooner we get started, the better our chances of
victory will be in 1992.

Knowing I could count on you for help, I gave President Bush
my word that the Task Force would get to work right away.

That's why I need you and every fellow Task Force member to
renew your membership by sending $120 or the most generous amount
you can afford to the Task Force today.

Remember, the historic achievements highlighted in your 1991
Task Force calendar were made possible because of your support of
President Bush and the Republican Party.

If we all pull together again in 1991, I have no doubt that
the coming years will be full of remarkable achievements like those
portrayed in your calendar.

Please act today to help George Bush and our Republican
Senators launch our 1991-92 campaign programs by renewing your
membership in the Task Force.

On behalf of President Bush, my Republican Senate colleagues
and every Republican candidate across our nation, thanks in advance
for your continued support.

A ALCE L.\ A AJNI LA L‘ickles
Co-Chairman

P.S. Help President Bush and the Republican Party build on the
historic achievements pictured in your 1991 Task Force
calendar. Please renew your membership by sending your
membership dues of $120 or your first installment of $10 to
the Task Force today.

If your calendar was damaged in the mail, please let me know
by returning the enclosed CONFIRMATION OF RECEIPT. 1I'll be
happy to send you another calendar. Thanks again for your
support.



