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Date December 28, 198Y

For: Mr. Philip Hughes
Executive Secretary
National Security Council
The White House

Reference:
To: President Bush From:Amembassy Tel Aviv
pDate: November 29, 1989 Subject: Belitsky and Kogan

Refusenik families.

Referral Dated: December 19, 1989 ID# 8909792
(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.

An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

SR We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.
The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.
Oother (see remarks).
Remarks:

Embassy provides no new information on the
3 L : r se cases.
We have recently corresponded directly with Mrs. Belitsky and Mr. Kogan

regarding their cases.
A
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ID 8909792

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
DATE: 19 DEC 89

REFERRAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: SECRETARIAT STATE

TO: PRESIDENT

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION:
SOURCE: PERES, SHIMON

ai -
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SUBJ: PERES TO DISCUSS REFUSENTKS W/ USSR / BELITKSY CASE

REQUIRED ACTION: APPROPRIATE ACTION

DUEDATE: 26 DEC 89
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PRT: GATES HUGHES SCOWCROFT SITTMANN VANERON
SIT: BLACKWILL FILE PRES2MSGS SIT VAX

<PREC> ROUTINE <CLAS> CONFIDENTIAL <DTG> 296882Z NOV 89
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV

TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 8957

INFO RUFHJU/AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 5293
RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 4645
RUEHLN/AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 03580

+—6—NF—+—BD—F—N—F—+—~+ SECTION 01 OF 64 TEL AVIV 16850
E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: PHUM, IS, UR

SUBJECT. PERES TO DISCUSS REFUSENIKS WITH SOVIETS

1. ISRAEL PUBLIC COUNCIL FOR SOVIET JEWRY (IPCSJ)
ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ELI LANDAU, INFORMED
POLOFF ON NOVEMBER 22 THAT THE IPCSJ, WHICH IS
SPONSORED BY THE WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION, HAS
PROVIDED VICE PREMIER PERES WITH A LIST OF SOVIET
JEWISH REFUSENIK CASES TO BE DISCUSSED DURING PERES
PROPOSED MOSCOW VISIT.

2. INCLUDED IN THE LIST ARE:

- ASYA KOGAN, HER TWO SONS DANIEL AND GREGORY, AND
HER MOTHER RACHEL MALIS. ASYA’S HUSBAND YAAKOV
EMIGRATED ILLEGALLY FROM THE USSR ON JANUARY 29 1989.
- GEORGY BELITSKY. ALTHOUGH BELITSKY'S WIFE AND
CHILDREN HAVE BEEN IN ISRAEL SINCE 1987, BELITSKY'S
EXIT APPLICATION HAS BEEN REFUSED SINCE 1981.

3. LANDAU BELIEVES THAT, FOR POLITICAL REASONS,
PERES WILL NOT PRESS THE ISSUE OF REFUSNIKS WITH THE

SOVIETS.
4. LANDAU WILL BE IN THE SOVIET UNION FOR A

CONFERENCE OF SOVIET JEWISH LEADERS SPONSORED BY THE DECLASSIFIED
SOVIET JEWISH CULTURAL ASSOCIATION FROM DECEMBER PER E.O. 12958,

AS AMENDED
1999 - 0285- F
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18-22.

5. HE HAS ASKED THAT THE FOLLOWING LETTERS
CONCERNING BELITSKY BE CONVEYED TO PRESIDENT BUSH,
MRS. BUSH AND NSC DIRECTOR SCOWCROFT

LETTER TO PRESIDENT BUSH - BEGIN TEXT

NOVEMBER 22, 1989

PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

RE: DR. GEORGY BELITSKY

- GERUCHO 6, APT. 55

. VILNIUS

- LITHUANIAN SSR

= USSR

DEAR PRESIDENT BUSH:

IN VIEW OF YOUR COMING MEETING WITH MR. GORBACHEV, |
URGENTLY WOULD LIKE TO DRAW YOUR ATTENTION TO THE
CASE OF DR. GEORGY BELITSKY, A REFUSENIK IN THE
SOVIET UNION WHO IS SEPARATED FROM HIS FAMILY IN

I SRAEL.

IN 1986, MARGARITA AND GEORGY BELITSKY AND THEIR TWO
SONS, VLADIMIR AND CONSTANTIN, FIRST APPLIED FOR EXIT

VISAS TO ISRAEL. FOR MORE THAN SEVEN YEARS THEY WERE
DEPRIVED OF THE RIGHT TO EMIGRATE, ON THE SPURIOUS
GROUNDS OF "REGIME CONSIDERATIONS, " BECAUSE OF
GEORGY’S FORMER EMPLOYMENT. SINCE THE FIRST REFUSAL,
GEORGY HAS BEEN TRYING TO PROVE THAT THESE GROUNDS
ARE ABSOLUTELY INVALID.

UNTIL 1979, DR. BELITSKY WORKED AT THE INSTITUTE OF
MECHANICS, WHERE HE DEVELOPED A MEASURING DEVICE WITH
HIGH ACCURACY. THIS DEVICE LATER BECAME THE SUBJECT
OF HIS DOCTORAL DISSERTATION. WHILE DEVELOPING THE
INSTRUMENT, GEORGY HAD CONTACT WITH MANY ENTERPRISES
WHERE HE TESTED HIS INVENTION. A FEW OF THESE
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ENTERPRISES WERE MILITARY, AND IN ORDER TO GAIN ENTRY
TO THEM A CLEARANCE FORM HAD TO BE OBTAINED

DR. BELITSKY WAS GIVEN THE LOWEST LEVEL CLEARANCE,
WHICH MEANT THAT HE COULD NOT LEAVE THE USSR FOR FIVE
YEARS FROM THE DATE HIS ACCESS TO SENSITIVE
INFORMATION ENDED. HIS SECURITY CLEARANCE ENDED IN
1979.

AT THE END OF 1986, DR. BELITSKY WAS CALLED TO OVIR,
THE SOVIET EMIGRATION AND VISA OFFICE, AND TOLD THAT
H1S "SECRECY RESTRICTION HAS BEEN REMOVED AND THAT

HE COULD REAPPLY. NEVERTHELESS, IN JANUARY 1987, HE
WAS ONCE AGAIN DENIED AN EXIT VISA AND INFORMED THAT
HE DID NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO REAPPLY UNTIL THE YEAR
BT

6850

BT
—-£—0—+N—F—+—D—E-N—F——A—+—SECTION 62 OF 64 TEL AVIV 168580
E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: PHUM, 1S5, UR

SUBJECT: PERES TO DISCUSS REFUSENIKS WITH SOVIETS
2010. 1T 1S ABSOLUTELY CLEAR THAT THE CLAIM THAT HE
KNOWS STATE SECRETS IS INVALID AS THE RESULTS OF HIS
RESEARCH ARE KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, AND HIS
INVENTIONS HAVE BEEN PATENTED IN VARIOUS WESTERN
COUNTRIES.

MORE THAN 18 YEARS HAVE ELAPSED SINCE DR. BELITSKY
LEFT THE INSTITUTE OF MECHANICS OF MOSCOW STATE
UNIVERSITY WHERE HE HAD THE LOWEST FORM OF SECURITY
CLEARANCE.

IN 1987, THE BELITSKY FAMILY MADE THE PAINFUL
DECISION TO SEPARATE FOR PURPOSES OF EMIGRATION TO
ISRAEL. MARGARITA AND THE TWO SONS ARRIVED IN ISRAEL
THAT YEAR. SINCE THEN, GEORGY HAS REMAINED ALONE IN
VILNIUS.

IN APRIL 1989, THE MINISTRY OF HIGHER EDUCATION
INFORMED HIM BY LETTER THAT SECURITY RESTRICTIONS HAD
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BEEN LIFTED IN CONNECTION WITH HIS FORMER EMPLOYMENT,
A DECISION WHICH WAS TAKEN AFTER CONSULTATION WITH
THE INSTITUTIONS CONCERNED WITH HIS WORK.

DESPITE THIS LETTER, HIS APPLICATION FOR AN EXIT VISA
WAS AGAIN REFUSED, BECAUSE OF OBJECTIONS FROM THE
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. IN RESPONSE TO DR. BELITSKY'S
APPEALS, THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE INFORMED HIM IN A
LETTER THAT THE REFUSAL WAS ISSUED BY THE SUPREME
SOVIET AND HIS CASE WILL NOT BE RECONSIDERED UNTIL
1993.

| WOULD DEEPLY VALUE WHATEVER YOU AND THE AMERICAN
GOVERNMENT CAN DO TO ENSURE THAT GEORGY BELITSKY’S

CASE WILL BE RESOLVED SPEEDILY, AND THAT HIS RIGHT OF
REUNIFICATION WITH HIS FAMILY IN ISRAEL WILL SOON BE
GRANTED.

SINCERELY,

ELI LANDAU

ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

END TEXT.

LETTER TO MRS. BUSH - BEGIN TEXT:

NOVEMBER 22, 1989

MRS. BARBARA BUSH

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON D. C.

RE: DR. GEORGY BELITSKY

- GERUCHO 6, APT. 55

. VILNIUS

. LITHUANIAN SSR

" USSR

DEAR MRS. BUSH:

MY FAMILY 1S IN DESPERATE NEED OF YOUR URGENT
ASSISTANCE. MY HUSBAND, DR. GEORGY BELITSKY, IS A
LONGTIME REFUSENIK IN VILNIUS. HE FIRST APPLIED FOR
AN EXIT VISA IN 1986 WITH OUR ENTIRE FAMILY.
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GEORGY HAS BEEN DEPRIVED OF AN EXIT VISA OVER THE
YEARS ON THE PRETEXT OF "REGIME CONSIDERATIONS."
SINCE HIS VERY FIRST REFUSAL, GEORGY HAS BEEN TRYING
TO PROVE THAT THESE GROUNDS ARE ABSOLUTELY SPURIOUS
AND INVALID.

A MECHANICAL ENGINEER BY PROFESSION, MY HUSBAND
PERFORMED NON-CLASSIFIED WORK, AND HIS RESEARCH AND
INVENTIONS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED AND PATENTED WIDELY IN
THE WEST.

NEVERTHELESS, IN JANUARY 1987 HE WAS ONCE AGAIN
DENIED AN EXIT VISA AND INFORMED BY SOVIET OFFICIALS
THAT HE DOES NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO REAPPLY UNTIL THE
YEAR 20616. THE EMIGRATION AUTHORITIES RECOMMENDED
THAT WE DIVORCE. FEARING THAT OUR SONS WOULD BE
CONSCRIPTED, WE MADE THE VERY PAINFUL DECISION TO
SEPARATE. TOGETHER WITH OUR TWO SONS, | EMIGRATED TO
BT

#6850

BT

4—0—N—F—+Db—F—N—F—+A—+ SECTION 63 OF 64 TEL AVIV 16858
E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: PHUM, IS, UR

SUBJECT: PERES TO DISCUSS REFUSENIKS WITH SOVIETS
ISRAEL IN 1987. THUS, MY HUSBAND, GEORGY, WAS LEFT

ALONE IN VILNIUS.

IN APRIL 1989, MY HUSBAND RECEIVED AN OFFICIAL LETTER
FROM THE MINISTRY OF HIGHER EDUCATION STATING THAT
HIS SECURITY RESTRICTIONS HAD BEEN REMOVED. DESPITE
THIS LETTER, MY HUSBAND’S APPLICATION WAS REFUSED
AGAIN, BECAUSE OF OBJEKTIONS FROM THE MINISTRY OF
DEFENSE. IN RESPONSE TO HIS APPEALS, THE MINISTRY OF
DEFENSE ANSWERED HIM IN A LETTER THAT THE REFUSAL WAS
ISSUED BY THE SUPREME SOVIET AND HIS CASE WON' T BE
RECONSIDERED UNTIL 1993.

DESPITE GLASNOST, MY HUSBAND IS STILL DENIED AN EXIT
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VISA AND THE POSSIBILITY TO REUNITE WITH HIS FAMILY

IN ISRAEL. OUR FAMILY IS DEEPLY DISTRESSED FROM THIS
PAINFUL SEPARATION.

AS A MOTHER, AND AS A WIFE, | HOPE YOU WILL
UNDERSTAND THE ANGUISH OUR FAMILY HAS BEEN FORCED TO
ENDURE FOR MANY YEARS. MY HUSBAND LIVES FOR THE DAY
HE CAN BE REUNITED WITH US IN ISRAEL.

| VERY MUCH APPRECIATED THE LETTER DATED JULY 27,
1989, | RECEIVED FROM ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
RICHARD SCHIFTER IN RESPONSE TO MY PREVIOUS APPEAL TO
YOU. | DEEPLY VALUE ALL THE SPECIAL ACTIONS THAT
HAVE BEEN UNDERTAKEN BY THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IN MY
HUSBAND' S BEHALF

SINCE MY HUSBAND’S CASE STILL REMAINS UNRESOLVED, |
AM APPEALING TO YOU ONCE AGAIN TO TAKE ALL
APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO ENSURE THAT MY HUSBAND WILL
BE REUNITED SPEEDILY WITH OUR FAMILY IN ISRAEL

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

SINCERELY,

MARGARITA BELITSKY

END TEXT.

LETTER TO BRENT SCOWCROFT - BEGIN TEXT:

NOVEMBER 22, 1989

THE HONORABLE BRENT SCOWCROFT

DIRECTOR

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

DEAR GENERAL SCOWCROFT:

THIS IS TO FOLLOW UP A LETTER SENT TO YOU BY MR.
SHMUEL BEN-TZVI OF THIS OFFICE ON NOVEMBER 14.

| AM WRITING TO ASK YOUR HELP ON BEHALF OF GEORGY
BELITSKY, A REFUSENIK IN THE SOVIET UNION WHO IS
SEPARATED FROM HIS FAMILY IN ISRAEL. HIS WIFE
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MARGARITA, AND THEIR TWO SONS EMIGRATED TO ISRAEL IN
1987. GEORGY, WHO FIRST APPLIED FOR AN EXIT VISA TO
ISRAEL IN 1986, REMAINS IN VILNIUS.

THE SOVIET MINISTRY OF HIGHER EDUCATION OFFICIALLY
INFORMED HIM IN APRIL 1989 THAT SECURITY RESTRICTIONS
HAD BEEN LIFTED IN CONNECTION WITH HIS FORMER
EMPLOYMENT AT MOSCOW UNIVERSITY, THUS REMOVING
OBJECTIONS TO HIS EMIGRATION. NEVERTHELESS HIS
REQUEST FOR AN EXIT VISA WAS DENIED JUNE 21, 19889.
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE OBJECTED TO HIS DEPARTURE.

IN RESPONSE TO DR. BELITSKY'S APPEALS, THE MINISTRY
OF DEFENSE INFORMED HIM IN A LETTER THAT THE REFUSAL
WAS ISSUED BY THE SUPREME SOVIET AND HIS CASE WILL
NOT BE RECONSIDERED UNTIL 1993.

GEORGY BELITSKY WAS NEVER EMPLOYED BY THE MINISTRY OF
DEFENSE. HIS WORK AS A MECHANICAL ENGINEER WAS OF A
NON-CLASSIFIED NATURE, AND HIS RESEARCH AND
INVENTIONS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED AND PATENTED IN THE
WEST. THEREFORE, THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO VALIDITY NOR
JUSTIFICATION TO OFFICIAL ASSERTIONS THAT GEORGY

BT

#6850

BT

—0—N—F——D-E N T | A SECTION 64 OF 64 TEL AVIV 16850
E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: PHUM, IS, UR

SUBJECT: PERES TO DISCUSS REFUSENIKS WITH SOVIETS
KNOWS "STATE SECRETS.”

IN VILNIUS HIS FELLOW JEWISH ACTIVISTS ARE DEEPLY
CONCERNED ABOUT HIM. HE AND HIS FAMILY ARE SUFFERING
FROM THEIR PAINFUL SEPARATION.

| HOPE THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT WILL ACTIVELY INTERVENE
WITH SOVIET OFFICIALS ON BEHALF OF GEORGY BELITSKY
AND EXPEDITE HIS REUNIFICATION WITH HIS FAMILY.
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR VALUABLE ASSISTANCE.
SINCERELY,

ELI LANDAU

ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

(THE ISRAEL PUBLIC COUNCIL FOR SOVIET JEWRY)

END TEXT.

BROWN

BT

#6850
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