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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 30, 1990

Dear Congressman Yates:

Thank you for your letter to President Bush, signed by 23 of your
colleagues, concerning normalization of Soviet-Israeli relations,
expedition of Soviet Jewish emigration, and refuseniks. Although
there was not an opportunity to discuss these issues with
President Gorbachev at Helsinki, we have raised them with the
Soviets on many occasions in the past. We are pleased that the
efforts of this Administration and its predecessors have now paid
off on all three of these issues.

As you are aware, Foreign Ministers Levy and Shevardnadze have
established a new level of dialogue and cooperation between the
two countries. We understand Israel and the Soviet Union are
discussing opening consulates in each other’s capitals and
establishing direct commercial flights for Soviet Jews between
Tel Aviv and the Soviet Union.

Emigration of Soviet Jews is at a record-setting pace -- 100,000
so far this year. We are extremely pleased by this development
and believe it is due, in part, to the Administration’s concerted
efforts with senior Soviet leaders. There are fewer obstacles to
emigration except for refuseniks and those who try to take
household goods with them or those who have difficulty obtaining
transportation out of the country. We have little reason to
doubt the Soviet claim that less than one percent of emigration
applicants are being denied.

Fewer than sixty families remain on our list of refuseniks. Some
are still being denied, though, including some on the President’s
list. We intend to continue pursuing this issue with the Soviets
until all refusenik cases are resolved.

The prognosis for the future of Israeli-Soviet relations is good.
We are encouraged by these recent developments and will urge both
the Soviet and Israeli governments to build on their growing
relationship.

Sincerely,

Do N

Brent Scowcroft

The Honorable Sidney R. Yates
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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Congress of the United States
o @ashington, BE 20515

September 7, 1990

President George Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

In advance of this weekend's summit with Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev, we are writing to request that you raise with
President Gorbachev the subjects of normalization of
Soviet-Israeli relations, the expedition of Soviet Jewish
emigration, and the plight of refuseniks.

During the Cold War, the Soviet Union played a
destabilizing role in the Middle East, taking the side of the
most radical and fundamentalist groups and constantly harassing
Israel. It is now apparent that the Soviet Union is making
substantial moves to a more centrist position, with a remarkable
improvement in Soviet-United States cooperation on a variety of
fronts -- not the least of which is the significant cooperation
in the Middle East, including joint participation in the United
Nations blockade.

We applaud the steps the Soviet Union has taken in
reversing its objectionable Middle East policies and her
exchanging of consular officials with Israel. Now it would seem
appropriate for the Soviet Union finally to restore full
diplomatic relations with Israel. This step would assist
substantially the peace process in the Middle East by increasing
Israel's own sense of security and encouraging her Arab
neighbors to sit down individually at the peace table.

As you know, Glasnost has been accompanied by a tragic rise
in antisemitism in the Soviet Union. Tens of thousands of
Soviet Jews are desperate to emigrate. Each day they remain in
the Soviet Union they fear for their lives as they endure
extreme prejudice and discrimination. Right wing, nationalist
groups like Pamyat have threatened violence upon the Jewish
community. The Soviet government should take a strong stance
against antisemitism, expedite the emigration process to allow
those who want to escape this atmosphere of hate to do so, and
swiftly pass the open emigration law, which has been pending
before the Supreme Soviet for several years now.
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While thousands of Soviet Jews are receiving permission to
leave, a core group remains who are continually denied
permission on fraudulent claims of "national security," applied
to musicians, nurses, and Hebrew teachers alike.

While we have seen tremendous improvements in democracy in
the Soviet Union and a great deal more openness, there is a dark
side to this change that particularly threatens the Jewish
community. We respectfully request that you address these
important issues with President Gorbachev in Helsinki.

With every warm best wish,

Yours,

Martin Frost arles E. Schumer

Pus, Faes, (RS

Member of Congress Member of Congress
Ted Weiss William Lehman
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Stephen J. “Solarz
Member of Congress

i /g’, Y

Mel Levine 4 Gary L. Ackerman L/’/»
Member of Congress mber of Congress
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September 11, 1990

pear /////111111]1]:

Thank you for your recent correspondence, cosigned by 23 of your
colleagues, regarding the President's summit meeting with Mikhail
Gorbachev in Helsinki, Finland.

We appreciate being apprised of your interest in the normaliza-
tion of Soviet-Israeli relations, Soviet Jewish emigration, and
the Soviet refuseniks. Please know that I have brought your
concerns to the attention of the appropriate Presidential
advisors. Additionally, I have requested that you be informed of
the outcome of the summit, and you should be receiving a further
response in the near future.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable /////////]//
[1111111111111111111117117
2051////

Washington, D.C. //

FDM:SLM:

bce: w/ copy of inc to NSC - for direct response
bcc: w/ copy of inc to Dept. of State - FYI
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

October 9, 1990

ACTION 'S‘/F?Aitﬁ
MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT

THROUGH: CONDOLEEZZA RICE c{izv

FROM: STEPHEN E. BENKO'-“i‘ﬂ

SUBJECT: Response to Congressmen re: Soviet-Israeli Issues

At Tab I is a letter from you to Congressman Yates who, along
with 23 of his colleagues, wrote the President before the
Helsinki meeting requesting that he raise the subjects of
normalization of Soviet-Israeli relations, expedition of Soviet
Jewish emigration, and refuseniks. These topics did not come up
at Helsinki, but the response summarizes our position on each of
the topics. A xeroxed copy is being sent to the other 23

signers.
N7

Dave Gom , Nick Burns and Ginny pley concur.
RECOMMENDATION::

That you sign the letter at Tab I.

Attachment
Tab I Letter to Congressman Yates
Tab II Incoming
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September 11, 1990

Dear /////1111111]:

Thank you for your recent correspondence, cosigned by 23 of your
colleagues, regarding the President's summit meeting with Mikhail
Gorbachev in Helsinki, Finland.

We appreciate being apprised of your interest in the normaliza-
tion of Soviet-Israeli relations, Soviet Jewish emigration, and
the Soviet refuseniks. Please know that I have brought your
concerns to the attention of the appropriate Presidential
advisors. Additionally, I have requested that you be informed of
the outcome of the summit, and you should be receiving a further
response in the near future.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable ////////
[ITTTTHTTNIrrirrrlri
Washington, D.C. 2051/

NN
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Congress of the United States

At @Wasbington, BE 20515

September 7, 1990

President George Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

In advance of this weekend's summit with Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev, we are writing to request that you raise with
President Gorbachev the subjects of normalization of
Soviet-Israeli relations, the expedition of Soviet Jewish
emigration, and the plight of refuseniks.

During the Cold War, the Soviet Union played a
destabilizing role in the Middle East, taking the side of the
most radical and fundamentalist groups and constantly harassing
Israel. It is now apparent that the Soviet Union is making
substantial moves to a more centrist position, with a remarkable
improvement in Soviet-United States cooperation on a variety of
fronts -- not the least of which is the significant cooperation
in the Middle East, including joint participation in the United
Nations blockade.

We applaud the steps the Soviet Union has taken in
reversing its objectionable Middle East policies and her
exchanging of consular officials with Israel. Now it would seem
appropriate for the Soviet Union finally to restore full
diplomatic relations with Israel. This step would assist
substantially the peace process in the Middle East by increasing
Israel's own sense of security and encouraging her Arab
neighbors to sit down individually at the peace table.

As you know, Glasnost has been accompanied by a tragic rise
in antisemitism in the Soviet Union. Tens of thousands of
Soviet Jews are desperate to emigrate. Each day they remain in
the Soviet Union they fear for their lives as they endure
extreme prejudice and discrimination. Right wing, nationalist
groups like Pamyat have threatened violence upon the Jewish
community. The Soviet government should take a strong stance
against antisemitism, expedite the emigration process to allow
those who want to escape this atmosphere of hate to do so, and
swiftly pass the open emigration law, which has been pending
before the Supreme Soviet for several years now.
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While thousands of Soviet Jews are receiving permission to
leave, a core group remains who are continually denied
permission on fraudulent claims of "national security," applied
to musicians, nurses, and Hebrew teachers alike.

While we have seen tremendous improvements in democracy in
the Soviet Union and a great deal more openness, there is a dark
side to this change that particularly threatens the Jewish
community. We respectfully request that you address these
important issues with President Gorbachev in Helsinki.

With every warm best wish,

Yours,

! -L;k:/ ﬂa eeréf Congress &’{5

Martin Frost arles E. Schumer
Member of Congress Member of Congress

)
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Ted Weiss \ William Lehman
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Stephen J.%olarz
Member of Congress

Mel Levine "&\ Ga L7 Ackerman

Member of Congres mber of Congress
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