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Date March 9, 1989

For: Mr. Philip Hughes
Executive Secretary
National Security Council
The White House ,

Reference:

To: President Bush From: Mr. Gedalyah Engel

Date: February 1, 1989 Subject : Uspensky and

Yevgeny Skrynnik--Soviet refuseniks

Referral Dated: February 28, 1989 1p#_006103

(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

Action Taken:
A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.

XX

An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other (see remarks).
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520
March 9, 1989

Mr. Gedalyah Engel

Spokesman, B'nai B'rith Hillel
Foundation at Purdue University

912 West State

West Lafayette, IN 47906

Dear Mr. Engel:

I am responding to your February lst letter to President
Bush regarding the plight of the Uspensky family and Yevgeny
skrynnik, longstanding Soviet refuseniks.

We are following the cases of these refuseniks closely and
have raised them a number of times with Soviet officials.
Furthermore, they are both on our list of Soviet Jews who
repeatedly have been denied exit permission to Israel. We
review this list frequently with Soviet officials to emphasize
U.S. concern for those forced to stay in the Soviet Union
against their will., They will remain on this list until their
case is resolved.

Many longterm refusenik cases have been resolved in recent
months and we are hopeful that these will be as well. You can
rest assured that we will continue our efforts on behalf both
the Uspensky family and Mr. Skrynnik. The U.S. Government will
also continue to press the Soviet Union to permit its citizens
to exercise their basic human rights, including cultural
expression and freedom of movement. .

Sincerely,
/
Alyod. B Ve
Alexander R. Vershbow

Director,
Office of Soviet Union Affairs
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TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:

DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
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ID: 006103

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 1, 1989

TO: PRESIDENT BUSH

FROM: MR. GEDALYAH ENGEL
SPOKESMAN
B'NAI B'RITH HILLEL FOUNDATION AT
PURDUE UNIVERSITY
912 WEST STATE
WEST LAFAYETTE 1IN 47906

SUBJECT: WRITES CONCERNING REFUSENIK FAMILIES, IGOR
USPENSKY AND WIFE INNA IOFFI AND LEONID AND
YEVGENY SKRYNNIK AND THEIR FAMILIES OF
MOSCOW

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE



\ COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE SOVIET UNION BASED AT: é?"/‘@&g
‘ " B'nai B'rith
HILLEL FOUNDATION at purpucE

NIVERSITY

i 15 7 4 D12 WEST STATE

WESTILAFAYETTE, INDIANA 47906

o mm s.m317:743-1293

nTus . B LITTLETON

WEST LAFAYETTE INDIANA 47906
317-743-1716

| RABBI GEDALYAH ENGEL, DIRECTOR ||

February 1, 1989

President George Bush
White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Bush,

The relationship between America and the U.S.S.R. will depend upon your
own ability to communicate with General Secretary Gorbachev. Our
community feels that you will be able to continue on the path of President
Reagan.

Our community rejoices at the news that Yevgeny Grigorishin of Kiev
will soon leave the U.S.S.R. to be reunited in New York with his wife, Toni.
However, we are concerned about our two other locally adopted refusenik
families, Igor Uspensky and his wife, Inna loffi, as well as Leonid and
Yevgeny Skrynnik and their families of Moscow.

It would be deeply appreciated by the members of our community were
you to indicate to Ambassador Dubinin your own concern for our two other
refusenik families.

Our community wishes you success in office. May your concerns on
behalf of Americans and citizens of the world be realized in improved
international relations.

| look forward to hearing from you.

Yo/
T 4 /

Gedalyah Enge
Spokesman

\)

GE/bw
Encs.
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January 31, 1989

Ambassador Yuri Dubinin
Embassy of the U.S.S.R.
1115 Sixteenth St., NW
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Ambassador Dubinin,

We have received word from the U.S. State Department that Yevgenie Grigorishin has been
given permission to leave the U.S.S.R. to be reunited in New York with his wife, Toni.

The enclosed media report indicates how positive this news is locally. Our community has
been aware of the developing concern of U.S.S.R. leadership for the Human Rights of refuseniks,
guided by General Secretary Gorbachev.

You can help continue to develop the positive feeling between our nations by also obtaining the
speedy release of our other two refusenik families. Igor Uspensky and his wife, Inna loffi have
been waiting since 1979. Leonid Skrynnik applied in 1979, his brother, Yevgeny in 1978.
Our community petitioned General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev on behalf of these Moscow
families, and we were encouraged by the acceptance of these petitions on December 1 at the
U.S.S.R. Embassy in Washington.

Won't you help hasten their reunification with families in Israel and America.

President Bush, beginning his term in office, is responsive to the voice of the American
people. You can help our Lafayette community further the relationship with the U.S.S.R. by
showing personal concern for the Human Rights of our Lafayette refuseniks.

Shalom,

Gedalyah Engel
Spokesman

GE/bw

cc: President Géor/g'é Bush; Vice President Dan Quayle; Secretary of State James Baker, New
York Senators Daniel Patrick Moynihan and Alfonse D'Amato, Indiana Senators Richard Lugar
and Dan Coats; Virginia Senators John Warner and Paul Trible Jr.; lllinois Senator Paul Simon
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Soviets
accept
petitions

WEST LAFAYETTE — Petitions with
more than 5,000 signatures gathered by
the Committee on Human Rights4n the
Soviet Union were recently accepted by
the U.S.S.R. embassy staff in Washing-
ton, D.C. :

The petitions request exit visas for
three refusenik families. Leonid Skryn-
nik, one of the refuseniks, helped to
present the petitions to officials along
with his sister, Lilya Schastlivy.

The acceptance of the petitions by
the embassy marks the second year
petitions have been accepted. Last
year, Greg Wilken, a member of Sena-
tor and vice-president elect Dan
Quayle’s staff, was allowed to bring
petitions into the embassy on behalf of
four families. All four families were
later allowed to emigrate.

This marks the second year
that have been
accepted by the Soviets. '

The petitions are seeking exit visas
for Leonid Skrynnik and his brother,
Yevgeny; Inna Ioffi. agd her husband,
Igor Uspensky as well as their son,
Slava; and Evgenie Grigorishin.

3 Innaloffi and her family have

. on a hunger strike since Nov. 25 be-

cause of the denial for an exit visa for
her son Slava. A conference call was

1 placed to the family after the petitions

had been presented to the U.S.S.R. em-

bassy staff. Another call was placed to

Yevgeny Skrynnik.
JANUARY, 1989

B'NAI B'RITH NEWS

THE LAFAYETTE LEADER

December 15, 1988

Refuseniks end hunger strike
saddened by Armenian tragedy

The earthquake in Armenia this
past week which left th ds of

families adopted by the Greater Lafay-
ts in

people dead and resulted in frantic
phone calls from relatives in America
dwuwedtocnd:_‘h;:pguﬂedn

Moscow refusenik A

Children from the yette Jewish
Community School in West Lafayette
celebrated the last of Chanukah,

day
Sunday, Dec. 11, by sharing their free-
dom holiday in a conference call with
the refusenik family in Moscow.

Inna I her husband, Igor Us-
pensky, and their son, Slava, ended
their hunger strike on Thursday, after
learning about the earthquake in
Armenia. Several of their friends were
killed in the disaster. ’

The hunger strike was i

sesoaod

ette C ittee on H Righ
the Soviet Union.

Alex Ioffi, in Israel, joined the chil-
drens’ conference phone call as did
Professor Woodford McClellan from

Virginia.

McClellan’s wife, Irina, was allowed
to come to America with her daughter,
Lena, three years ago. Petitions on
Toffi family’s behalf were accepted at
thequietEmbusyon December 1 in

Washington.

The Sunday school conference phone
call was chaired by Purdue Univer-
sity’s H Rights C ittee co-
chairmen, Abby Stein and Eugene
Rudkevich. Rudkevich spoke in his

the family to aid their 19-year-old son,
Slava, who had been denied his own
exit visa because he belonged to a re-
fusenik family. His parents, who are
scientists, first made their application
in 1979, and continue to be refused for
“knowing secrets.”

Slava, in response to a question from
the children, stated, “I will go to Israel,
where my uncle is and my cousin.”

Slava’s uncle, Alex Ioffi, was allowed

-to leave the Soviet Union last year
when Gorbachev responded to a peti-
tion request on behalf of four refusenik

.

B'NAI BRITH NEWS

Ri

About 75 children, ranging from age
6 to 13, sang Chanukah candle light-
ing blessings for the Moscow family.
Igor Uspensky thanked the young-
sters for signing petitions expressing
support as well as making the phone
call to indicate continning concern for
their plight.

Another family on the petition is the
Skrynnik brothers of Moscow.Leonid
was in Washington as a tourist when
the petitions were presented. He has
been denied an exit visa since 1975and
his brother, Yevgeny, since 1978.

JANUARY, 1989

BBW REAFFIRMS SUPPORT FOR |
USPENSKY’S HUNGER STRIKE  *

that the parents, who are 3 W

JERUSALEM,—B'nai B'rith

Women President Hyla Lipsky
and a group of presidents of
Jewish women’s organiza-
tions made a telephone calil to
Slava Uspensky, the 19-year-
old refusenik, who is on the
fifth day of his hunger strike in
Moscow. Lipsky called to
reaffirm the support of the
120,000 members of B'nai
B'rith Women.

Lipsky pledged to continue
BBW's efforts on behalf of {
Slava whose story is featured
in BBW's photographic

Soviet Jews.

Igor, Inna and Slaveg .
Uspensky have been refused*
since 1979 on the grounds
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renowned scientists hold
state secrets. Slava, who
recently applied on his own,
was refused on the grounds of
his parents’ “secrecy.” His
parents feeling that he has
“exhausted all possibilities for -
an exit visa."”

Slava,

“—Appeals dn their behalf can

made to the following Soviet
L R

O Kl—-— *y
Chief OVIR, UL. Ogareva 8, *
Moscow 103009 - RSFSR,

USSR, or Uri :Dubinim#

ELANA STERN, Secretary of the Purdue B'nai B'rith Hillel
Foundation collects signatures under the mural in Stewart
Center during Labyd‘j: Human Rights Week on behaif of
three refusenik families.' 2 *

Ower 5,000 signatures were collected in a petition addressed
1o Mikasil Gorbachev asking his help in reunifying Inna loffe,

d L

her b igor Usp Yevgeny and Leonid Skrynnik
and their families and an American Antonette Bohonvsky
Grigorisitin from her husband in Kiev. Evgenie.

Ambassador, Embassy of

USSR, 1125 16t Strast,

Washington, DC 20038. - & . =g
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