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Date_July 3, 1990

Mr. William F. Sittmann
Executive Secretary

National Security Council Staff
The White House
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REFERENCE:

To: President Rush

From: lMr. Mayer Mitchell

Date: June 28, 1990

Subject:_Supports the President's decision to Suspend

u.S. Dialogue with tnhe PLO

WH Referral Dated: June 22, 199u
NSCS ID# (if any): 15245y

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

— XX An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other (see remarks).
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o i, _ : United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

July 2, 1990

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

Thank you for your letter of June 22 on behalf of the
American Israel Public Affairs Committee supporting the
suspension of the U.S./PLO dialogue. The President has
asked me to reply on his behalf.

As you mention, on June 20, the President announced
that we are suspending our dialogue with the PLO. I am
enclosing the statement he made at that time explaining
this decision more fully.

Sincerely yours,

/

/{?C’,'C <’ T'('('/’/é— %@ﬁ'
ec

David G. Newton, Di or,
Office of Jordan, Lebanon, Syria,
and Palestinian Affairs

Enclosure: President's Statement of June 20

Mayer Mitchell, President,
American Israel Public Affairs Committee,
440 First Street, NW, suite 600,
Washington, DC.



Presidential Statement

June 20, 1990

Based on the recommendation of the Secretary of State,
I have decided to suspend the dialogue between the United
Slates and the PLO, pending a satisfactory response from
the PLO of steps it is taking to resolve problems
nssociated with recent acts of terrorism, in particular
he May 30 terrorist attack on Israel by the Palestine
liberation Front, a constituent group of the PLO.

By way of background, on December 14, 1988 Yasir
Avalal, speaking on behalf of the PLO Executive Commiltee,
recognized Isiael's right to exist, accepted UNSC
resolulions 242 and 338, and renounced terrorism.
subzequently the United States announced that because the
PO had mel our longstanding conditions for dialogue, we
vonld begin a substantive dialogue with the PLO.

Al the Lime we applauded Chairman Arafat for taking
hese essential steps, and we have conducted such a
dialogue wilh the PLO through our Embassy in Tunis. Over
the past 18 months, representatives of the United States
Aandb the PLO regularly exchanged views about the polilical
and securily situation in the region. On balance, we
helieve these exchanges contributed to progress in the
peace process.

On May 30, 1990, the Palestine Liberation Front
Attempted a seaborne terrorist infiltration into Israel.
Palestine Liberation Front leader Abu Abbas represents the
LI on Lhe PLO's Executive Committee. The size of the
foree and Lhe geographical target area strongly indicated
Fhalt civilians would have been the target.

That day we issued a statement deploring this
attemplted Lerrorist attack. On May 31, we raised this
incident with the PLO in Tunis. We told the PLO that it
could not avoid responsibility for an attewpted terrorist
Action by one of its constiltuent groups and needed to take
slheps Lo deal with this matter, by condemning the
cperaltion, disassociating itself from it, and by beginning
to take steps to discipline Abu Abbas. We have given Lhe
PLO - ample Lime Lo deal with this issue.



To date, the PLO has not provided a credible
accounting of this incident or undertaken the actions
ontl lined above. The United States takes note of the fact
Ihal Lthe PLO has disassociated itself from this attack and
isaned a statement condemning attacks against civilians in
prrinciple. But as we have previously indicated this is
nolt asufficient.

The 11.5.-PLO dialogue has demonstrated that it can
adance tLhe Arab-lsraeli peace process. At the same time,
the dialogne is based on the assumption that the PLO is
wvilling Lo abide by the conditions it accepted in December
1o, including renunciation of terrorism. At any time
fhat Lhe PLO is prepared to take the necessary steps, we
are prepared to promptly resume the dialogue.

In Lhe meantime, we would hope and expect that the
peace process would proceed as intended and without

delay. We remain committed to the pursuit of a
comprehensive setbtlement of the Arab-l1sraeli conflict and
Lo a just and lasting peace. As we have often stated, it

i onr view thalt such a peace must be based on UNSC
resalution 242 and 338 and the principle of territory fon
peace, and provide [or Israel's security and Palestinian
political rights. We believe that Palestinian
pmrlicipation is vital to any successful process and that
Ihere are 1eal opportunities for Palestinians in this
process. We sbrongly hope that Israelis, Palestinians,
and The Aralh states will recognize these opportunities and
Ialke the necessary steps to create an environment in which
A viahle peace process can thrive. We denounce violence
in the area and call upon all parties to eschew violence
and terror and opt instead for dialogue and negotiation.
e are prepared to continue working with the parties
loward this end.
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AMERICAN ISRAEL PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMIITTEE
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Mayer Mitchell
President

June 22, 1990

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I join the many Americans, including the leaders of
the American Jewish community, who support your
decision to suspend our dialogue with the PLO.

It is regretful that the PLO has again missed an
opportunity to demonstrate seriousness about peace
through its actions, not merely statements. The
failure by Arafat to take swift and decisive action
against terrorists within his own senior ranks is
disappointing, a move not down a moderate road to
peace, but down a path supporting terrorism, which
it was hoped he had abandoned.

ATPAC shares your views that the United States must
adhere to its principled policy against terrorism.
Your action puts Arafat on notice that the United
States will not deal with terrorists and that they
have no place at the peace table. It makes a clear
statement that the United States is determined to
move the process forward with credible, trustworthy
partners. We urge you to make sure the PLO takes
unequivocal and definitive actions, including
expelling Abul Abbas, and other steps necessary to
convince those interested in peace that he does not
support violence before the dialogue resumes.

Mr. President, our vision should be one of peace and
our minds should remain focused on how to bring that
peace to the people of the region. Peacemaking is
indeed a process. As witnesses of the peace treaty
with Egypt, we have learned first hand the benefits
that can be reaped from reconciliation.



The President
June 22, 1990
Page Two

The new Government of Israel's guidelines state
their desire for peace with their neighbors. The
United States and Israel have benefited over the
years from a close relationship. The successful
pursuit of peace is possible only through
maintaining this strong alliance. As Americans, we
are grateful that the United States, under your
leadership, is engaged in nurturing peace between
the State of Israel, the Arab states and the
Palestinians.

On a personal note, I look forward to working with
you and members of the Executive Branch during my
term as President of AIPAC to strengthen the
relationship between the United States and Israel.

I have long been a personal admirer and supporter of
yours. I will always remember the eloquent
expression of your feelings following your visit to
Auschwitz at the home of my good friends, Sage and
Elsie Lyons, in Mobile during the 1988 campaign.

I hope the opportunity presents itself in the near
future to personally discuss both AIPAC and the
U.S.-Israel relationship with you.

Sincerely,

MM:cs



