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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Mr. Abraham Melzer
Publisher, "Semittimes"
Buchschlager Allee 28

6072 Dreieich 3

Federal Republic of Germany

Dear Mr. Melzer:

I am replying to your letter of March 15 to President Bush
in which you inquire about the trial in Israel of John Demjanjuk.

Mr. Demjanjuk is not a U.S. citizen. His denaturalization
trial was held before the United States District Court in
Cleveland, Ohio, and on June 23, 1981, the court revoked his
citizenship. The decision was affirmed by the Sixth Circuit
Court of Appeals and certiorari was denied by the Supreme Court.

Mr. Demjanjuk was extradited from the United States to face
trial in Israel on charges stemming from his alleged work at the
Treblinka concentration camp and his alleged involvement in the
killing of thousands of camp inmates. He was convicted by an
Israeli court in April, 1988, and sentenced to death. The death
penalty is automatically appealed in Israel. Mr. Demjanjuk's
appeal is still pending before the Supreme Court, which is
considering new documentary evidence allegedly supporting the
claim that Mr. Demjanjuk was not the camp guard known as "Ivan
the Terrible," as many witnesses in the trial testified.

The Department of State has followed this case closely. It
would be inappropriate to comment further on the case until the
Israeli Supreme court has analyzed the new evidence and rendered
a decision.

Sincerely,
e R o—
William R. Brew

Director, Office of Israel
and Arab-Israeli Affairs
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Das unabhéngige jidische Magazin

Semit KG, Buchschlager Allee 28, 6072 Dreioich 3

An Buchschlager Allee 28
Open Letter to his 6072 Dreieich 3
Excellency, George Bush, Telefon 0 61 03 /6 30 61
The President of the United States Telefax 6 33 52

Dresdner Bank
. Kto.Nr. 643 944 500
White House Blz. 500 800 00

Washington D.C.

Dreieich, 15th, March 1992

Mr. President, Sir:

As publisher of the largest independent Jewish Magazine in Germany,
NSEMITTIMES™, | direct this appeal t6 you—in the nmame of Justice,
fair pltay, and human rights.

As you must certainly know, a_former american citizen, John Demjanjuk,
has been condemned to death by an israell court for crimes against
humanity. The prosecution claimes that he is the notorious '"lvan the
Terrible" who is responsible for the Death of countless Jews in S
Treblinka and the suffering of many who survived the terrible ordeal
of this infamous concentration camp. -

The chief evidence against John Demjanjuk, is an identity card
purporting to identify him as a guard in Treblinka and a member of the
dreaded 55 "Death s Head" units. Not only has Mr. Demjanjuk continually
denied ever having been in or near Treblinka, but this identity card
has been proven to be a KGB forgery by anumber of independent Experts,
including the chief forensik expert of the german federal police
(BUNDESKRIMINALAMT) Dr. A. Werner, who examined it at the request of
the israeli judical system and termed it "a plump forgery of poor
quality."

This perversion of the evidence has led to a flawed verdict and thus
to a perversion of israeli justice and threatens the fabric of
democratic institutions in Israel.

As a Jew and as a voice of independent Jewry in Germany_l urge You to.
intervence in this case. As the President of the United States you

not only posess the moral authority to demand fairness for John Demjan-
juk but you also have the right to protect citizens of your country who
become objects of a gross miscarriage of justicel

USEMITTIMES" is eager Lo see every real murderer of Jews, every real
torturer of jewish woman and children brought to justice, tried and
condemmend. But we are not willing to accept a politically inspired
farce in place of a real trial or a perhaps very minor actor in place
of a real war criminal.

The Eichmann trial gave Jews a measure of revenge and retribution.
Eichmann was a man whose actions were provable beyond any doubt and
deserving death!
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is no Eichmann., He is not even a proven war criminal and ™~

FHis trial and_its verdict do nothing but bring discredit on lIsraeli
justice, and dishonor to the memory of the victims of the

Holocaust.
Mr. President, in the name of the blindfolded Godess, stop this farce

before it succeeds in doing irreparable demage to the image of Israel

an?4g:;z{;a§l2/phe world.
Vi i
Abraham Melzer

Publishar (o Semittimoc >



