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The phrase in the 1802 letter from President Thomas
Jefferson to a group of Baptists in Dansbury, Connecticut
wherein President Jefferson stated that the purpose of the
First Amendment was to build "a wall of separation between
Church and State," was referred to by Chief Justice Waite of
the United States Supreme Court in Reynolds v. United States,
98 U.S. 145, (1879) as "almost an authoritative declaration of
the scope and effect of the [First] amendment." Id. at 164.
See, L. JAYSON, J. KILLIAN, S. BECKEY, T. DURBIN, THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (Cong. Research
Service 1973)

The United States Supreme Court has established three
tests to analyze government actions with regard to the
Establishment Clause, the first two standards are part of the
same formulation:

"The test may be stated as follows: what are the
purpose and the primary effect of the enactment? If
either is the advancement or inhibition of religion
then the enactment exceeds the scope of legislative
power as circumscribed by the Constitution. That is
to say that to withstand the strictures of the
Establishment Clause there must be a secular
legislative purpose and _a primary effect that neither
advances nor inhibits religion.

Abington School District v. Schempp, 377 U.S. 203, 222
(1963). (emphasis added)

The third test is whether the governmental
program results in "an excessive government entanglement
with religion. The test is inescapably one of
degree...[Tlhe questions are whether the involvement is
excessive, and whether it is a continuing one calling for
official and continuing surveillance leading to an
impermissible degree of entanglement." Waltz v. Tax Comm.
of City of New York, 397 U.S. 664, 674-75 (1975).

In this case, the proposed loan guarantees fail
all of the tests. The purpose for which Israel needs the
loan guarantees is to further the religious goal of
establishing Eretz Israel. This is in sharp contrast to
providing U.S. assistance to further the secular goals of
the Country of Israel.






