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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 17, 1991

Dear Shoshana:

I have received your letter of September 13 and
appreciate your kind words about my support for the
State of Israel and for the successful absorption

of Soviet Jewish and Ethiopian refugees. I also
appreciate your noting that we share aspirations for
a Middle East peace conference and direct negotiations
between Israel and her Arab neighbors.

I am concerned that some of my comments at the Thursday
press conference caused apprehension within the Jewish
community. My references to lobbyists and powerful
political forces were never meant to be pejorative

in any sense. As a veteran of many years in the
governmental and political arena, I have a great
respect for the exercise of free expression in the
democratic process. It is essential that all our
citizens have the right to present and advocate their
positions on issues. Politically organized groups and
individuals are a legitimate and valued part of the
decision-making process in a democracy.

We obviously disagree on the question of a 120-day
delay in the submission of the loan guarantees. I
believe, as you do, that we can have honest differences
on issues. I also share your belief that we are
committed to the same principles and that our areas of
agreement far outweigh our areas of disagreement.

I continue to value your thoughtful input and
perspective. You are always honest and forthright
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in your comments to me, and that is invaluable as we
move forward in this delicate process for peace. The
lines of communication will always be open between us.

Barbara joins me in sending you good wishes for the
New Year.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Shoshana S. Cardin
Chairman

Conference of Presidents of

Major American Jewish Organizations
110 East 59th Street
New York, New York 10022
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CONFERENCE EOF PRESIDENTS
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

Shoshana S. Cardin
Chatrman

Malcolm I. Heenlein
Executive Ditector

September 13, 1991

The Honorable George Bush
President

The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

We recognize and appreciate your past and continuing support for the State of Israel and the
successful absorption of Soviet Jewish and Ethiopian refugees. We also share your aspirations for the
proposed Middle East peace conference and direct negotiations between Israel and her Arab

neighbors.

Because of our commitment to the hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews who have arrived in Israel

and the countless others who have yet to emigrate, we support Israel’s request for loan guarantees to
enable these new immigrants to become productive and self-supporting citizens in their new homeland.
For that reason more than 1200 Americans representing Jewish communitics in 40 states and
numerous Christian leaders, came to Washington to mect with their senators and congressmen. They
came out of personal conviction to participate in a day of education and dialogue on a matter of great
concern — a matter which has often been misconstrued. They were exercising their right - even
obligation - as American citizens, consistent with the democratic process, to advocate their position
on this vital humanitarian issue. A position we believe to be consistent with the efforts for peace in
the Middle East, with United States national interests, with the needs of our ally Israel and the

absorption of Soviet and Ethiopian Jews.

Therefore, I found some of the comments at your press conference on Thursday to be disturbing and
subject to misinterpretation. In particular, the references to "1,000 lobbyists on the Hill working the

other side of the question” and to the "powerful political forces" trouble me and many others.

Reasonable people can have honest differences on issues. Clearly, we agree on far more than we
disagree. We are committed to the same principles, even if we differ on timing or other specific
aspects. These differences are best resolved through dialogue and close communication. I am
confident that with good will and cooperation on all sides the two goals of achieving a comprehensive
Middle East peace and enabling acknowledged pressing human needs to be adequately addressed, can

and will be met.

Sincerely yours,

/Il ‘ 3 . A J
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Shoshana S. Cardin
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 17, 1991

Dear Shoshana:

I have received your letter of September 13 and
appreciate your kind words about my support for the
State of Israel and for the successful absorption

of Soviet Jewish and Ethiopian refugees. I also
appreciate your noting that we share aspirations for

a Middle East peace conference and direct negotiations
between Israel and her Arab neighbors.

I am concerned that some of my comments at the Thursday
press conference caused apprehension within the Jewish
community. My references to lobbyists and powerful
political forces were never meant to be pejorative

in any sense. As a veteran of many years in the
governmental and political arena, I have a great
respect for the exercise of free expression in the
democratic process. It is essential that all our
citizens have the right to present and advocate their
positions on issues. Politically organized groups and
individuals are a legitimate and valued part of the
decision-making process in a democracy.

We obviously disagree on the question of a 120-day
delay in the submission of the loan guarantees. I
believe, as you do, that we can have honest differences
on issues. I also share your belief that we are
committed to the same principles and that our areas of
agreement far outweigh our areas of disagreement.

I continue to value your thoughtful input and
perspective. You are always honest and forthright
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in your comments to me, and that is invaluable as we
move forward in this delicate process for peace. The
lines of communication will always be open between us.

Barbara joins me in sending you good wishes for the
New Year.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Shoshana S. Cardin
Chairman
Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organizations
110 East 59th Street
New York, New York 10022
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Since your press conference on Thursday, my office has heard
from most of the leaders of the organized Jewish community. We /7
have also received calls from individual citizens of the Jewish ,\
faith who are expressing their personal opinions. By Friday q
afternoon, these calls had a disturbing tone that Governor Sununu
and I think you need to be aware of.

In response to reporters' questions during the presi///" prM#o
conference, you referred to "1 bbyists on the Hill* and to D
being "up against some " who were
opposing the Administra arantees. iy

Those two phrases caused great concern within the Jewis
community and have led to unfounded, but nonetheless felt an Y
verbalized, fears that we are challenging the Jewish community's wo
right to express themselves as American citizens. I am attaching V?
Shoshana Cardin's letter to you which addresses that fear which I
believe is fairly widespread.

Today, the Israeli paper HaAratz reported on a conversation
that you supposedly had with one of your "closest Jewish
friends". The newspaper is written in Hebrew and George Klein
translated the relevant portions of the article for me as
follows: " President Bush said that those 1,000 Jewish
individuals . . . need to decide if they are American or Israeli.
If they are Israeli, then what are they doing here?". I have
attached the Anti-Defamation League's Israeli news summary which
tracks George's translation pretty closely. This story was also
picked up by the American Jewish press. Within that part of the
Jewish community that reads the Jewish press, those quotes raised
the, anxiety level further.
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You need to be aware that for the first time ever (}b
individuals have reported to me that they are getting calls
accusing us of "country club anti-semitism." I hesitated about
even telling you about this but Governor Sununu and I agreed that
you need to know about the depth of feeling out there within the
Jewish community. On a positive note, Abe Foxman issued a press
release on behalf of the Anti-Defamation League that denounces
the anti-semitic charges as "highly irresponsible and completely 1 /d
unacceptable" and states they should "have no place in this ?
serious debate." Pm

Oon another positive note, an outrageous statement by Israel.lqo\id’~
cdbinet minister Rehavan Zeevi that asserted you were anti-
semitic was publicly denounced by major Jewish groups. I have
attached the press statements of the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organizations, the Simon Wiesenthal Center,
the American Jewish Congress, the Orthodox Union and The Anti-
Defamation League.

Our request for the loan guarantees delay will most likely
be criticized at synagogue services for Yom Kippur on Tuesday
evening and Wednesday. We should expect this to occur at Jewish
congregations throughout the country.

We are receiving requests for a meeting of Jewish leaders
with you. Governor Sununu and I believe that a meeting is
premature at this point and we should revisit it when you return
from your trip. We do agree that a response to Shoshanna
cardin's letter in which you restate your firm belief in the
right of all Americans to express their views would be beneficial
at this time.

ce: David Demarest
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OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

Shoshana S. Cardin
Chairman

Maljcolm I, Hoenlein
ecutive Ditector

eptember 13, 1991

The Honorable George Bush
President

The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

We recognize and appreciate your past and continuing support for the State of Israel and the
successful absorption of Soviet Jewish and Ethiopian refugees. We also share your aspirations for the
proposed Middle East peace conference and direct negotiations between Israel and her Arab

neighbors.

Because of our commitment to the hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews who have arrived in Israel
and the countless others who have yet to emigrate, we support Israel’s request for loan guarantees to
enable these new immigrants to become productive and self-supporting citizens in their new homeland.
For that reason more than 1200 Americans representing Jewish communitics in 40 states and
numerous Christian leaders, came to Washington to meet with their senators and congressmen. They
came out of personal conviction to participate in a day of education and dialogue on a matter of great
concern - a matter which has often been misconstrued. They were exercising their right - even
obligation - as American citizens, consistent with the democratic process, to advocate their position
on this vital bumanitarian issue. A position we believe to be consistent with the efforts for peace in
the Middle East, with United States national interests, with the needs of our ally Israel and the
absorption of Soviet and Ethiopian Jews.

Therefore, I found some of the comments at your press conference on Thursday to be disturbing and
subject to misinterpretation. In particular, the references to "1,000 lobbyists on the Hill working the
other side of the question” and to the "powerful political forces" trouble me and many others,

Reasonable people can have honest differences on issues. Clearly, we agree on far more than we
disagree. We are committed to the same principles, even if we differ on timing or other specific
aspects. These differences are best resolved through dialogue and close communication. I am
confident that with good will and cooperation on all sides the two goals of achieving a comprehensive
Middle East peace and enabling acknowledged pressing buman needs to be adequately addressed, can

and will be met.

Sincerely yours,

A } . -l X / l"
b K £3 /( ar a/{, /1/.1,,/‘, e
Shoshana S. Cardin
Chairman
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TSRABL OFFICE: 30 King David Seat, Jerusalam 84101, Lirasi

MEMORANDUM
To: A. Poxman, K. Jacobson, J. Ditchak., B. Zuckerbraot, M.
Rappaport, M. Xass, J. Hordes, M. Medin
From: ADL Jerusalem - D.W,
Date: Monday, Beptaombay 15, 1931

Subjest  zaxael! News Summagy for Taday g

1. Baker’s meeting with Shamir is at 3:30 p.m. today, He's meeting
the Palastinians in the American Colony Hotel /(eaaters Jerusalem) at 7
p.m. 8taying until tomorrow p.m. | o,

2. HaAretz: Bush in private conversation deﬁands to Kknow whether the
"1,000 lobbyists™ are loyal Americans cr Israelisz. “anad if they're
Israelis, what're they doing here?" Bush reportedly sxid. Attached.
RAazon Millar in convarsatioa vaported to have accused Israel of
providing the U.8. with false reports on settlement activity (Xadigt).

3. HalAratz: Shoval recommends that isrsal not compremise, &t lemst
until Iarael wins a partial viotory by getting the guarantees approved
in the Senate Appropriations Committes. But aupport for Solars
compromise growing., Some rapers eay that Bush quietly OKs the Solary
idea, and Shamir too. Others say that Bush and Shamir still bent on
confrontation, without compromise.

4, Madxsix: Egypt & the PLO have hrokered an agreemsnt on the
composition of a Pulastinian delegation which might be acoceptabls tso
Israal. Would include =1i Abu Hilal, the deportee frem Abu Uis who
was allowed to return last week. Abu Dis used to ba part of gastsrn
Jarusalem, but isn't today. Abu Hilal may join the Baker mesting
today.

S. With Baker, Igrae! to raise Arafat's involvemant i last weak's
terrorist attempt (ln whish 1 U.N. saldier was killed). See attached

Pogt story. HRALALz speculates that Arafat is anoreasing
terroriat activity to cever his ¥lank, while cffering diplomatic
compromises ragarding a Palestinian delsgation,

6. All mapazs: New terrorist thrwmt to Seviet Jaws at Euragpean
transit points. Mossad dispatchas mdditional 3ecuvrity teams.

7. Attack on IDF patrol near Jenin kills ane Israell{ ascldier,
Bignificant increase in use of firsarme by Palestinians in the
territories.

Attached: 4 pagea of clippings. Ci?ftié"' }
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OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH Omxzmous

noshana S, Cardin
. Chalrmaa

valcolm 1. Hoenlein
Bxecutive Director

CHAIRMAN OF PRESIDENTS CONFERENCE ASSAILS
'SLUR' BY ISRAELI AGAINST PRESIDENT BUSH

In a statement issued today (Monday, Sept. 16), Shoshana §. Cardin, chairman
od the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewfsh Organizations, said:

"The attack against President Bush by the head of a tiny fringw party in Israel
is an unacceptable and reprehensible siur. President Bush has played & crucial -
indeed, vital -- role in winning freedom for hundreds of thousands of Jews from
the Soviet Union and tens of thousands of Bthiopian Jews who hava been able to
emigrate to Israel in large part because of his personal efforts in thelr behalf,

"We deplore and dissociate ourselves from the slanderous statement reported
in this morning's press. It does not reflect the view of the American Jewish
community, nor « [ am confident - that of the people of Israel.

"We endorse the condemnation of that statement s expressed yesterday by
Isracl's Minister of Defense, Moshe Arens, in reflecting the view of the Israel
government.” |
9/16/91 X X X
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" SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER

Phone: (213) 553-9036 Telefax: (213) 553.8007

CONTACT: Avra Shapiro, Director of Communications
Michele Eisman, Assistant

PRESS INFORMATION

WIESENTHAL CENTER DENOUNCES ISRAELI CABINET MINISTER'S REMARK

September 16, 1391

The Simon Wiesenthal Center denounced Israeli Cabinet
Minister Rehavan Zeevi's assertion that President George
Bush is an antisemite. '

"Antisemites don't go out of their way to rescue
Ethiopian Jews and send them to Israel and antisemites
don't shed tears when they visit Auschwitz and Babi Yar,
said Rabbi Marvin Hier, Dean of the Simon Wiesenthal Center.
While I strongly disagree with the President's refusal
to move ahead with the $10 billion loan guarantee - even
after the 120 days he requested - and while I was dismayed
by some of the terminology the President used which can
be fodder for antisemites, calling the President of the
United States an antisemite is absurd and false," he
added.

, For more infcrmation, contact the Center's Communications
department, (213) 553-9036.

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
9760 W. PICO BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 80035
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Contact: Andrea Binder e
Asgociate Directer of Communications September 16, 1991
212-360-1541

AMERICAN JEWISE CONGRESS PRESIDENT CALLS ISRAELI
CABINET MINISTER'S REMARKS INEXCUSABLE
Urxges His Removal Prom The Cabinet

The following statement was issued by Robert K. Lifton,
president of the American Jewish Congress:

Rehevam Ze'evi‘'s offensive remarks about President Bush are
inexcusabla. We strongly support the Israeli raquest for U.S.
loan guarantees. Howaver, to ascribe anti-Samitism to President
Bush because he disagrees with an aspect of Israel’s policy is a
terrible injustice to the President and calls for a clear
repudiation by Prime Minister Shamir,

Za'’evi representa no significant opinion within the
government or the psople of Iarael. His remarks are doubly
rapugnant coming from somecne who advocates the ugly idea of
“transfer,* the forceful axpulsion cf Palestinians from the
territories. Ze’evi ls surely just about the last pexson to
lecture President Bush, or anyone else for that matter, on how to
respond ¢o0 humanitarian needs.

At the time that Ze'evi was appointed to the Cabinet earlier
this yeax, the American Jewish Congress described the appointment
as "reprehensible.” Even members cf the Likud found it
appalling, and Knesset member Benjamin Begin called it “political
pellution.™ 1In light of this most receat ocutrageous statement by
Zg'oviéiirime Minlster Shamir should remove him forthwith froem
the ¢ et.

—Qnd-



. SENT BY:Xerox Telecopier 7021 5 8-16-81 7 1:22PN - 12024561647:% 2

.
]

B M R BT

R PR

M I i1

L] L4
4@ Anti-Defamation League
7823 United Mations Plaza, New York, NY 10017  (212) 490-2525 FAX: (212) 8670778

MARK A. EDELMAN
Director, Media and Marketing

RICH KLEIN
Manager, Media Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New York, NY, September 16...Charges that President Bush Is an anti-Semite
because he requested that Congress delay for 120 days discussion about loan
guarantees to Israel are "highly irresponsible, completely unacceptable’ and "have no
place In this sericus dabate," the Anti-Defamation League asserted today.

in a statement issued here, Mslvin Salberg, ADL's national chairman, and
Abraham H. Foxman, the League’s national director, said:

"Accusations of anti-Semitism should never be made lightly. We are all deeply
concerned with the Administration’s current position regarding Israsl’s request for
loan guarantees and we publicly communicated our concerns about the President’s
unfortunate tone last week. But to describe President Bush as an anti-Semite is
without foundation and weakens the meaning of the term."

#

e B Y g

) Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith
Founded in 1913 “to stop the defamation of the jewish people. . .10 secure justice and fair treatment to all citizens alika”
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 17, 1991

Dear Shoshana:

I have received your letter of September 13 and
appreciate your kind words about my support for the
State of Israel and for the successful absorption

of Soviet Jewish and Ethiopian refugees. I also
appreciate your noting that we share aspirations for

a Middle East peace conference and direct negotiations
between Israel and her Arab neighbors.

I am concerned that some of my comments at the Thursday
press conference caused apprehension within the Jewish
community. My references to lobbyists and powerful
political forces were never meant to be pejorative

in any sense. As a veteran of many years in the
governmental and political arena, I have a great
respect for the exercise of free expression in the
democratic process. It is essential that all our
citizens have the right to present and advocate their
positions on issues. Politically organized groups and
individuals are a legitimate and valued part of the
decision-making process in a democracy.

We obviously disagree on the question of a 120-day
delay in the submission of the loan guarantees. I
believe, as you do, that we can have honest differences
on issues. I also share your belief that we are
committed to the same principles and that our areas of
agreement far outweigh our areas of disagreement.

I continue to value your thoughtful input and
perspective. You are always honest and forthright

oy
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in your comments to me, and that is invaluable as we
move forward in this delicate process for peace. The
lines of communication will always be open between us.

Barbara joins me in sending you good wishes for the
New Year.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Shoshana S. Cardin
Chairman
Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organizations
110 East 59th Street
New York, New York 10022



359--13—91 FRI 16:21 Conferenca0fPresidents P.. 32

c WES

CONFERENCE bOF PRESIDENTS
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

Shoshana S. Cardin
Chatrman

Maleol_nt} J‘. B{!oext\‘!?ln
U
eptember 13, 1991

The Honorable George Bush
President

The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

We recognize and appreciate your past and continuing support for the State of Israel and the
successful absorption of Soviet Jewish and Ethiopian refugees. We also share your aspirations for the
proposed Middle East peace conference and direct negotiations between Israel and her Arab

neighbors.

Because of our commitment to the hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews who have arrived in Israel
and the countless others who have yet to emigrate, we support Israel’s request for loan guarantees to
enable these new immigrants to become productive and self-supporting citizens in their new homeland.
For that reason more than 1200 Americans representing Jewish communitics in 40 states and
numerous Christian leaders, came to Washington to meet with their senators and congressmen. They
came out of personal conviction to participate in a day of education and dialogue on a matter of great
concern — a matter which has often been misconstrued. They were exercising their right - even
obligation - as American citizens, consistent with the democratic process, to advocate their position
on this vital bumanitarian issue. A position we believe to be consistent with the efforts for peace in
the Middle East, with United States national interests, with the needs of our ally Israel and the

absorption of Soviet and Ethiopian Jews.

Therefore, I found some of the comments at your press conference on Thursday to be disturbing and
subject to misinterpretation. In particular, the references to "1,000 lobbyists on the Hill working the
other side of the question” and to the "powerful political forces’ trouble me and many others.

Reasonable people can have honest differences on issues. Clearly, we agree on far more than we
disagree. We are committed to the same principles, even if we differ on timing or other specific
aspects. These differences are best resolved through dialogue and close communication. I am
confident that with good will and cooperation on all sides the two goals of achieving a comprehensive
Middle East peace and enabling acknowledged pressing human needs to be adequately addressed, can

and will be met.

Sincerely yours,

s . : . . /
b K £2 /((//7{ wg /1/1/, /z/a/
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THROUGH: GOVERNOR SUNUNU M‘ M ¢
v Y LANVANY

FROM: BOBBIE KILBERGD M /<\j‘f6 Q & y

SUBJ: JEWISH COMMUNITY REACTION TO THURSDAY PRESS '

CONFERENCE ON LOAN GUARANTEES DELAY (NEJ:7//

Since your press conference on Thursday, my office has heard

from most of the leaders of the organized Jewish community. We /7
have also received calls from individual citizens of the Jewish ,\
faith who are expressing their personal opinions. By Friday Q

afternoon, these calls had a disturbing tone that Governor Sununu
and I think you need to be aware of.

In response to reporters' questions during the press Jiowt
"’g;; to]Sb

conference, you referred to "1,000 byists on the Hill
being "up against some " who were
opposing the Administratic Rg—e e Toan_guarantees.
Those two phrases caused great concern within the Jewis

community and have led to unfounded, but nonetheless felt and\\\
verbalized, fears that we are challenging the Jewish community's> yW
right to express themselves as American citizens. I am attaching
Shoshana Cardin's letter to you which addresses that fear which I
believe is fairly widespread.

Today, the Israeli paper HaAratz reported on a conversation
that you supposedly had with one of your "closest Jewish
friends". The newspaper is written in Hebrew and George Klein
translated the relevant portions of the article for me as
follows: " President Bush said that those 1,000 Jewish
individuals . . . need to decide if they are American or Israeli.
If they are Israeli, then what are they doing here?". I have
attached the Anti-Defamation League's Israeli news summary which
tracks George's translation pretty closely. This story was also
picked up by the American Jewish press. Within that part of the
Jewish community that reads the Jewish press, those quotes raised
t?;&?nxiety level further.

Boéi‘ T/va;k o Viciouws lie_ . /‘L/vL/ﬁ A C/"7/V7
" . w / & b
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You need to be aware that for the first time ever w115P@

individuals have reported to me that they are getting calls

accusing us of "country club anti-semitism." I hesitated about

even telling you about this but Governor Sununu and I agreed that

you need to know about the depth of feeling out there within the

Jewish community. On a positive note, Abe Foxman issued a press

release on behalf of the Anti-Defamation League that denounces

the anti-semitic charges as "highly irresponsible and completely ﬂ /ol
unacceptable" and states they should "have no place in this p7
serious debate." P”

ét:- s On another positive note, an outrageous statement by Israeli??id’~
Cabinet minister Rehavan Zeevi that asserted you were anti-
fﬂh&}é;/semitic was publicly denounced by major Jewish groups. I have
attached the press statements of the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organizations, the Simon Wiesenthal Center,
the American Jewish Congress, the Orthodox Union and The Anti-
Defamation League.

Our request for the loan guarantees delay will most likely
be criticized at synagogue services for Yom Kippur on Tuesday
evening and Wednesday. We should expect this to occur at Jewish
congregations throughout the country.

We are receiving requests for a meeting of Jewish leaders
with you. Governor Sununu and I believe that a meeting is
premature at this point and we should revisit it when you return
from your trip. We do agree that a response to Shoshanna
Cardin's letter in which you restate your firm belief in the
right of all Americans to express their views would be beneficial
at this time.

cc: David Demarest



Dear Shoshana:

I have received your letter of September 13 and
appreciate your kind words about my support for the
State of Israel and for the successful absorption

of Soviet Jewish and Ethiopian refugees. I also
appreciate your noting that we share aspirations for
a Middle East peace conference and direct negotiations
between Israel and her Arab neighbors.

I am concerned that some of my comments at the Thursday
press conference caused apprehension within the Jewish
community. My references to lobbyists and powerful
polltlcal forces were never meant to be pejoratlve

in any sense. As a veteran of many years in the
governmental and polltlcal arena, I have a great
respect for the exercise of free expression in the
democratic process. It is essential that all our
citizens have the right to present and advocate their
positions on issues. Politically organized groups and
individuals are a legitimate and valued part of the
decision-making process in a democracy.

We obv1ously disagree on the question of a 120-day
delay in the submission of the loan guarantees. I
belleve, as you do, that we can have honest differences
on issues. I also share your belief that we are
committed to the same principles and that our areas of
agreement far outweigh our areas of disagreement.

I continue to value your thoughtful input and
perspective. You are always honest and forthright
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in your comments to me, and that is invaluable as we
move forward in this delicate process for peace. The
lines of communication will always be open between us.

Barbara joins me in sending you good wishes for the
New Year.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Shoshana S. Cardin
Chairman
Conference of Presidents of

Major American Jewish Organizations
110 East 59th Street
New York, New York 10022
GB/BK/PDB/ws (9PRESH)
LETTER TO BE FAXED TO: 212-644-4135
ORIGINAL LETTER SENT FEDERAL EXPRESS
CLEAR THRU PHILLIP D. BRADY

PRESIDENT TO SIGN
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 17, 1991
MR. PRESIDENT:

Attached for your signature
is a response to Shoshana
cardin. The Chief of Staff
concurs.

Thank you.

M
)
/
/

"1¢[
Pl

Phillip D. Brady

MRS. SHOSHANA S. CARDIN
Chairman
The Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organizations
110 East 59th Street
New York, NY 10022

(o) (212) 318-6111
(0) FAX (212) 644-4135

(e)(e)
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DRAFT

September 17, 1991

Dear Shoshana,

I have received your letter of September 13 and appreciate
your kind words about my support for the State of Israel and for
the successful absorption of Soviet Jewish and Ethiopian
refugees. I also appreciate your noting that we share
aspirations for a Middle East peace conference and direct
negotiations between Israel and her Arab neighbors.

I am concerned that some of my comments at the Thursday
press conference caused apprehension within the Jewish community.

.~ My references to lobbyists and powerful political force e
never meant to be pejorative in any sense. As a veteran Of many
years in the governmental and political arena, I have a great

L/// respect for the exercise of free expresssgion in the democratic
process. It is essential that all our citizens have the right to
present and advocate their positions on issues. Politically
organized groups and individuals are a legitimate and valued part
of the decision-making process in a democracy.

v We obviously disagree on the question of a lzé;g%y delay in
the submission of the loan guarantees. I believe, as you do,
that we can have honest differences on issues. I also share your
belief that we are committed to the same principles and that our
areas of agreement far outweigh our areas of disagreement.

I continue to value your thoughtful input and perspective.
You are always honest and forthright in your comments to m nd
that is invaluable as we move forward in this delicate process
for peace. The lines of communication will always be open
between us.

Barbara joins me in sending you good wishes for the New
Year.
signed

POTUS



HHHHHHHHHHHHH
NNNNNNNNNN



SEP—13—91 FR1 16 321 ConferencelfPres idents=s | T e

CONFERENCE 8 OF PRESIDENTS
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

Shoshana S. Cardin
Chairman

Malcolm I, Hoenleln
Executive Director

September 13, 1991

The Honorable George Bush
President

The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

We recognize and appreciate your past and continuing support for the State of Israel and the
successful absorption of Soviet Jewish and Ethiopian refugees. We also share your aspirations for the
proposed Middle East peace conference and direct negotiations between Israel and her Arab
neighbors.

Because of our commitment to the hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews who have arrived in Israel
and the countless others who have yet to emigrate, we support Israel's request for loan guarantees to
enable these new immigrants to become productive and self-supporting citizens in their new homeland.
For that reason more than 1200 Americans representing Jewish communitics in 40 states and
numerous Christian leaders, came to Washington to meet with their senators and congressmen. They
came out of personal conviction to participate in a day of education and dialogue on a matter of great
concern - a matter which has often been misconstrued. They were exercising their right - even
obligation - as American citizens, consistent with the democratic process, to advocate their position
on this vital bumanitarian issue. A position we believe to be consistent with the efforts for peace in
the Middle East, with United States national interests, with the needs of our ally Israel and the
absorption of Soviet and Ethiopian Jews.

Therefore, I found some of the comments at your press conference on Thursday to be disturbing and
subject to misinterpretation. In particular, the references to "1,000 lobbyists on the Hill working the
other side of the question” and to the "powerful political forces" trouble me and many others,

Reasonable people can have honest differences on issues. Clearly, we agree on far more than we
disagree. We are committed to the same principles, even if we differ on timing or other specific
aspects. These differences are best resolved through dialogue and close communication. I am
confident that with good will and cooperation on all sides the two goals of achieving a comprehensive
Middle East peace and enabling acknowledged pressing buman needs to be adequately addressed, can
and will be met.

Sincerely yours,

,} . ”) \ /: )
. ( £ /( ar d,/f‘;, arn ke’
Shoshana S. Cardin

£ o $eronn 99
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SEF 16 /91 @1:34 PARK TOWER PEALTLEFAMATION LEAGUE
. : OF BNAI B'RITH

1SRABL OFFICE: 30 King David Jweat, Jeruzalam 84101, larasl

MEMORANDUM
To: A. Poxman, K. Jacobson, J. Ditchak, B. Zuckerbrot, M.
Rappaport, M. Kass, J, Rordes, M. Medin
From: ADL Jerusalem - D.W,
Date: Monday, Beptembasy 165, 1991

Subject: laxasl Nawa Susmagy for Taday K

1. Beker’s meeting with S8hamir is at 3:30 p.m. today. He's meeting
the Palastinians in the American Colony Hotel '(ematera Jerusalem) at 7
p.m. Staying unti] tomorrow p.m. i .,

2. HaArxetz: Bush in private conversation deﬁands to know whether the
*1,000 lobbyists™ are loyal Americans cr Isragliz. “aAnd if they're
Israolis, what're thesy doing here?™ Bush reportedly szid. Attached.
Aazon Millaer in convarsation raported to have accused Israasl aof
providing the U.2. with falae reports on settlement activity (Xsdigt).

3. HaAratz: Shoval recommends that laraal not compremise, &t lenst
until Iarael wins a3 partial viotory by getting the guarantees approved
in the Senate Approprizticps Committes. But support for Solars
compromise growing., Some rapers say that Buash guietly OKs the Solary
idea, and Shamir tooc, Others say that Bush and Shamir still bent on
confrontation, witheout compromise,

4., Madxerz: Egypt & the PLO have brokered an agreemant on the
compoaitian of a Pulastinian delegation which might be acceptabls to
Israal. Would include Eii Abu Hlilal, the deportee frem Abu Dis who
was allowed to return last weak. Abu Dis umsed to ba part of gastern
Jaguaalem, but isn't today. Abu Hilal may join the Baker mesting
today.

5. With Baker, Jgrae! to raise Arafat's involvemant in last weak's
terrorist attempt (in whish ] U.N. soldier was killed). See attached
Jarusalem Post story. HBADALz speculates that Arafat is inoreasing
torroriat activity to cever his ¥lank, while cffering diplomatie
compromises ragarding a Palestinian delesgation,

6. All napazsg: New terrovist thrasmt to Seoviet Jews at Eurapean
tranait points. Mosszad dispatchas mdditional secuvrity teams.

7. Attack on IDF patrol nesar Jenin kills one Israeli scidier,
8ignificant increaze in use of firearms by Palestinians in the
tervitories.

Attached: 4 pagea of clippings. ‘ifi:ii’* {

-
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Contact: Richard Cohgn Associates ) )
&)NFERENCE OF PRESIDE

OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

Shozhana 5. Cardin
Chalrman

Malcolm }. Hoonlein
Executive Director

CHAIRMAN QF PRESIDENTS CONFERENCE ASSAILS
'SLUR' BY ISRAELI AGAINST PRESIDENT BUSH

In a statement issued today (Monday, Sept. 16), Shoshana §. Cardin, chairman
od the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, said:

"The attack against Presidex}t Bush by the head of a tiny fringe party in Israel
is an unacceptable and reprehensible siur. President Bush has played a crucial -
indeed, vital - role in winning freedom for hundreds of thousands of Jews from
the Soviet Union and tens of thousands of Bthiopian Jews who have been able to

emigrate to Israel in large part because of his personal efforts in their behalf,
"We deplore and dissoclate ourselves from the slanderous statement reported

in this morning's press, It does not reflect the view of the American Jewigh
community, nor « [ am confldent -~ that of the people of Israel.

"We endorse the condemnation of th.ut statement as expressed yesterday by
israel's Minister of Defense, Moshe Arens, in reflecting the view of the Israel
government."

5/16/91 X X X
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SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER

Phone: (213) 553-9036 Telefax: (213) 553.8007

CONTACT: Avra Shapiro, Dlrector of Communications
Michele Eisman, Assistant

PRESS INFORMATION

WIESENTHAL CENTER DENOUNCES ISRAELI CABINET MINISTER'S REMARK

September 16, 1991

The Simon Wiesenthal Center denounced Israeli Cabinet
Minister Rehavan Zeevi's assertion that President George
Bush is an antisemite. '

"Antisemites don't go out of their way to rescue
Ethiopian Jews and send them to Israel and antisemites
don't shed tears when they visit Auschwitz and Babi Yar,
said Rabbi Marvin Hier, Dean of the Simon Wiesenthal Center.
While I strongly disagree with the President's refusal
teo move ahead with the $10 billion loan guarantee - even
after the 120 days he requested - and while I was dismayed
by some of the terminology the President used which can
be fodder for antisemites, calling the President of the
United States an antisemite is absurd and false," he
added,

For more information, contact the Center's Communications
department, (213) 553-9036.

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
9760 W. PICO BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90035
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AMERICAN JEWISE CONGRESS PRESIDENT CALLS ISRAELI
CABINET MINISTER’S REMARKS INEXCUSAELE
Urges His Removal Prom The Cabinet

The following statement was issued by Robert K. Lifton,
president of the American Jewish Congress:

Rehevam Ze'evi’'s offensive remarks abcut President Bush are
inexcusable. We strongly support the Israeli request for U.S.
loan guarantees. Howaver, to ascribe anti-Semitism to President
Bush because he disagrees with an aspect of Israel'’s policy is a
terrible injustice to the President and calls for a clear
rapudiation by Prime Minister Shamir. :

Za’avi represents no significant cpinion within the
government or the pecple of Israel. His remarks are doubly
zapugnant coming from scmeone who advocates the ugly idea of
“transfer," the forceful aexpulsion of Palestiniang frem the
territories. Za’'evi ls surely just about the last person to
lecture President Bush, or anyone else for that matter, on how to
respond to0 humanitarian needs.

At the time that Ze'’evi was appointed to the Cabinet earlier
this yeax, the American Jewish Congress described the appointment
as "reprehensible.” Even members of the DLikud founpd it
appalling, and Knesset member Benjamin Begin called it “political
pellution.® In light of this most recent cutragecus statement by
z;'oviéiprime Minlster Shamir should remove him forthwith frem
the cabinet.
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MARK A. EDELMAN
Director, Media and Marketing

RICH KLEIN
Manager, Media Reiatiane

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New York, NY, September 16...Charges that President Bush is an anti-Semite
because he requested that Congress delay for 120 days discussion about loan
guarantees to Israel are "highly irresponsible, completely unacceptable" and "have no
place in this serious debate," the Anti-Defamation League asserted today.

in a statement issued here, Mslvin Salberg, ADL’s national chairman, and
Abraham H. Foxman, the League’s national director, said:

"Accusations of anti-Semitism should never be made lightly. We are all deeply
concerned with the Administration’s current position regarding Israel’s request for
loan guarantees and we publicly communicated our concerns about the President’s
unfortunate tone last week. But to describe President Bush as an anti-Semite Is

without foundation and weakens the meaning of the term."
#

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith
Founded in 1913 “to stop the defamation of the Jewish psople. . .to secure justice and fair treatment to all citizens alika”



