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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Rabbi Stuart G. Weinblatt
Congregation B'nai Tzedek
11710 Rosalinda Drive
Potomac, Maryland 20854

Dear Rabbi Weinblatt:

I am responding to your letter of April 1 to the President
regarding Israel's decision to deport four Palestinians from
Gaza.

The Administration supports Israel's right and obligation
to provide for security in the occupied territories. We do,
however, object to certain practices exercised by the Israeli
authorities, including deportation of Palestinians from the
occupied territories. It has long been the U.S. position that
the Fourth Geneva Convention applies to Israel's control of
these territories, and such deportations are not consistent
with the provisions of the Convention. The Government of
Israel is aware of our views.

In general, we believe that individuals suspected of crimes
should be charged and permitted an opportunity to defend
themselves in a court of law, where they can confront the
evidence and witnesses against them. Those who are convicted
should receive appropriate sentences, not including deportation.

The Administration has clearly, strongly, and repeatedly
condemned Palestinian violence directed against Israelis, most
recently the wave of stabbings that have occurred since
December, 1990. During his March visit to Israel, Secretary
Baker deplored these stabbings and visited the graves of
several victims; he also conveyed his deepest sympathies to the
victims' families.

Our record of public statements opposing such violence 1is
very clear. We have consistently stressed to Palestinians and
their leadership that violence cannot and will not achieve
Palestinian rights.

You have referred in your letter to the expelling of
foreign citizens by other countries. These are not analogous
situations. Occupying powers, such as Israel in the
territories occupied in June, 1967, are prohibited by the
Fourth Geneva Convention from deporting protected persons



from the territories they occupy. In the other cases you
mention, the governments expelled foreigners living in their
countries under temporary residence permits, which is generally

permitted under international law.

I hope this information has been of assistance.

Sincerely,

P

7

William R. Brew
Director
Office of Israel and
Arab-Israeli Affairs
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