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March 1, 1991

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President, cosigned by
21 of your colleagues, regarding economic assistance for Israel.

We appreciated being apprised of your specific concerns that
emergency assistance be provided to reimburse Israel's rising
defense costs. Please know that I have shared your comments
with President Bush. Additionally, I have taken the liberty

of providing your comments to the President's national security
and foreign policy advisors so that they, too, are aware of your
recommendations.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Robert W. Kasten, Jr.
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

FDM:TSB:emu (3FDMGA)
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bcec: w/ copy of inc to NSC - for Direct Response
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Dear Mr.

' The President
“  The White House
Washington,

D.C. 20500

President:

Nnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025

February 21, 1991

We commend you for your expeditious dispatch of U.S. Patriot
missile batteries to Israel in response to the repeated Iraqgi
SCUD attacks on Israel.

prompt U.S action.

Many lives have been saved by this
Israel’s restraint in light of those attacks

has been very important to the coalition war effort to secure the
liberation of Kuwait.

As you know, though not a member of the coalition,

Israel

has necessarily had to maintain its forces at the highest state

of readiness.

mobilized and activated.
strapped into their cockpits around-the-clock in preparation for

an Iraqgi attack,

Since Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait on August 2,
Israel forces have been on twenty four hour alert,
civil defense and ground units.
Israeli combat pilots have been

1990,
including air,
Reserve military units have been

and Israeli citizens have been supplied with gas

masks and other protective gear.

All these defensive and deterrent measures have been

extremely costly to the Israeli defense budget.

Yet, while other

frontline nations have received substantial outside assistance
running into the billions of dollars, to date Israel has received
a commitment of $800 million in supplies and equipment from
Germany and is reportedly being considered by the European
Community for an unspecified aid package.

Mr. President, we stand ready to work with you in securing
passage of a Desert Storm Supplemental that meets the needs of
our men and women in the field.

At the same time,

we believe the United States must also

recognize the enormous burden on Israel’s already overstrained
economy arising from the incremental costs of its heightened
state of defense alert and other defensive measures directly

caused by the Persian Gulf crisis.

We believe that the United

States must take the leadership in seeking assistance for Israel

from other nations,
Israel’s urgent emergency needs.

and itself respond insofar as it can to

Therefore, we urge you to

request emergency assistance in fiscal year 1991 to help



reimburse Israel for these incremental defense costs stemming
from the Gulf crisis. The Administration should also exert
strong leadership in persuading other nations to provide
emergency assistance to Israel.

incerely,
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The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We commend you for your expeditious dispatch of U.S. Patriot
missile batteries to Israel in response to the repeated Iragi
ScuD attacks on Israel. Many lives have been saved by this
prompt U.S action. Israel’s restraint in light of those attacks
has been very important to the coalition war effort to secure the
liberation of Kuwait.

As you know, though not a member of the coalition, Israel
has necessarily had to maintain its forces at the highest state
of readiness. Since Iraq’'s invasion of Kuwait on August 2, 1990,
Israel forces have been on twenty four hour alert, including air,
civil defense and ground units. Reserve military units have been
mobilized and activated. Israeli combat pilots have been
strapped into their cockpits around-the-clock in preparation for
an Iragi attack, and Israeli citizens have been supplied with gas
masks and other protective gear.

All these defensive and deterrent measures have been
extremely costly to the Israeli defense budget. Yet, while other
frontline nations have received substantial outside assistance
running into the billions of dollars, to date Israel has received
a commitment of $800 million in supplies and equipment from
Germany and is reportedly being considered by the European
Community for an unspecified aid package.

Mr. President, we stand ready to work with you in securing
passage of a Desert Storm Supplemental that meets the needs of
our men and women in the field.

At the same time, we believe the United States must also
recognize the enormous burden on Israel’s already overstrained
economy arising from the incremental costs of its heightened
state of defense alert and other defensive measures directly
caused by the Persian Gulf crisis. We believe that the United
States must take the leadership in seeking assistance for Israel
from other nations, and itself rsspond insofar as it can to
Israel’s urgent emergency needs. Therefore, we urge you to
request emergency assistance in fiscal year 1991 to help



reimburse Israel for these incremental defense costs stemming
from the Gulf crisis. The Administration should also exert
strong leadership in persuading other nations to provide
emergency assistance to Israel.

cerely,

A .o




March 1, 1991

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President, cosigned by
21 of your colleaqgues, regarding economic assistance for Israel.

We appreciated being apprised of your specific concerns that
emergency assistance be provided to reimburse Israel's rising
defense costs. Please know that I have shared your comments
with President Bush. Additionally, I have taken the liberty

of providing your comments to the President's national security
and foreign policy advisors so that they, too, are aware of your
recommendations.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.

Wwith best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Robert W. Kasten, Jr.
United States Senate
washington, D.C. 20510

FDM:TSB:emu (3FDMGA)
Israel.spf

bcc: w/ copy of inc to NsC - for Direct Response
bcc: w/ copy of inc to Dept. of State - FYI



2oae) 12E . .
s ? . .
- » BT »
» - "’, 2 -
‘ .
G
Dear Senator :
Thank you for you Feb:uary 21 .hter ke the Pres
nrging assistance by the U.S5. Gove: snt 2ni other C
help Israel coverl add . tional costs irnesurred ue O T

dﬁp crisis.
Qﬁ‘&¢ As you arfc aware, On March 5, vie Admin tration and

"
A Isracll GOVe s cane koo an “3res‘wﬂt trat the Administe

?ﬁﬁ \ would reguestc T ngress 2650 siilion ©O Tsraeli ccsts
aﬂ} associated with tae yilf confl1-v. j2 have «very exoactat:
that the money the Coigress appoo grimges wil’ flow g ickly

NI |
V»A Wwith our strong escouragement, Sthers acong oJur o=

=4 4

fﬂ allies have aluo pleded additional .ggisrarce ko IsTaS..
da‘e the EC, Germainy, the Hethecler s, aps Sorway havse P
5 wotal of 1./ Billion of security assistasre and hunznl
aid. Germany ogreec -~ provide $172 wmillio in 2cOon.TAC
assistance and $826 m;“lon ijn milivary ass ntance. B
will provide § 51 miltion in assistance t ae 2
miilzﬂv 1311 be in thes form of loers and 1n!erest suns
and %1 2 Wi De Aispursed durirs 592-19 in the f
loan from the ~uropean inves tment | k. Th- Retherl:n
provided one p:triot fire unit ~itt Dutch urew, on
temporery pasi. . BorJay will provi $2.¢ lliosn i
humaenitarian a d econsmic assistar

1 hope thi: infornation is ggefu!l ko ¥O

sincerely,

o SEISR 618




March 1, 1991

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President, cosigned by
21 of your colleagues, regarding economic assistance for Israel.

We appreciated being apprised of your specific concerns that
emergency assistance be provided to reimburse Israel's rising
defense costs. Please know that I have shared your comments
with President Bush. Additionally, I have taken the liberty

of providing your comments to the President's national security
and foreign policy advisors so that they, too, are aware of your
recommendations.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable Robert W. Kasten, Jr.
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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Deé} Senator (22 times):

Thank you for your kind letter of February 21 urging assistance
to Israel by the United States and others to help cover costs
incurred because of the Gulf Conflict.

Support for Israel’s security is at the foundation of U.S.-
Israeli relations. As you are aware, I signed a supplemental
appropriations bill allocating $650 million in emergency aid to
Israel on April 10, supplementing other emergency help delivered
during the crisis. Others in the multinational coalition also
pledged economic assistance to Israel, at my strong, personal
encouragement. To date the EC, Germany, Norway, and the
Netherlands have pledged a total of $1.2 billion of security
assistance and humanitarian aid.

Because I am concerned about Israel’s security, I asked Secretary
Baker to go to the Middle East to take advantage of a historic
opportunity to promote the Arab-Israeli peace process. I believe
that a process of direct negotiations can bring peace and
stability to the region, thus better assuring Israel’s long-term
security.

Thank you again for your letter and I trust that I can count on
your support to encourage all Middle Eastern nations to pursue a

comprehensive peace settlement.
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