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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 12, 1991

Dear Rabbi Schindler,

on behalf of President Bush, thank you for your recent letter
regarding U.N. Security Council consideration of the situation in
the occupied territories.

On December 20, the Security Council unanimously adopted
Resolution 681. The resolution deplored the Government of
Israel's decision to resume deportations of Palestinians from the
occupied territories. The United States has been deeply
concerned about such deportations, as Secretary Baker made clear
to Prime Minister Shamir in Washington during his recent visit.
The resolution also rejected linking the Arab-Israeli conflict
and Irag's invasion of Kuwait. A separate Security Council
President's statement noted that the Arab-Israeli conflict is
unique and must be addressed independently and on its own merits.

Our vote on United Nations Security Council Resolution 681
reflects our concerns and is consistent with long-standing U.S.
policy on the Middle East. The human rights situation in the
occupied territories remains a matter of deep concern to the
United States. There is no change in U.S. policy on the
applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention to the Territories
occupied by Israel since 1967, on our concern for human rights in
the occupied territories, and on our support for the role of the
Secretary General in continuing to attempt to ensure the safety
and protection of Palestinian civilians.

The situation in the occupied territories demonstrates the need
to bring about a resolution of the underlying problems of the
Arab-Israeli conflict. The Administration is prepared to assist
the parties in the Middle East toward attainment of a just and
durable peace, based on U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and
338 and including the principles of land for peace security and
recognition for Israel and the legitimate political rights of the
Palestinians. This Administration, as its predecessors, has also
affirmed that Jerusalem must remain united with its final status
to be achieved through negotiations. We oppose unilateral acts
by either side that tend to prejudge the outcome of negotiations
or prejudice the possibility of bringing about negotiations.



The United States has worked for several decades in partnership
with Israel to develop a path towards peace in the Middle East.
We remain committed to this effort and are looking forward to
moving onwards to this goal in close cooperation with our Israeli
friends.

Sincerely,

} - \
Bobbie Kilberg

Deputy Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison |

N

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10021



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

0402
February 6, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY
FROM: WILLIAM F. SITTMANN

SUBJECT: Draft Reply to Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler,
President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations

Attached at Tab A is a State Department composed draft reply to a
letter (Tab B) from Rabbi Schindler. We suggest you incorporate
the draft reply into a letter from your office. Bobbie Kilberg
may wish to sign this letter.

Attachments
Tab A Draft response to Rabbi Schindler
Tab B letter from Rabbi Schindler
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THROUGH : RICHARD N. HAASS /
y
FROM: C. DAVID WELCH
SUBJECT: Letter to Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President,

Union of American Hebrew Congregations.

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum for Sally Kelley, Director of
Agency Liaison, Presidential Correspondence, that forwards a
modified State Department draft reply (Tab A) to a letter (Tab B)
from Rabbi Schindler.

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the memorandum to Sally Kelley.

Attachments

Tab I Memo to Sally Kelley
Tab A Draft response to Rabbi Schindler
Tab B Letter from Rabbi Schindler



January 28, 1991

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY
FROM: WILLIAM F. SITTMANN

SUBJECT: Draft reply to Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler,
President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations.

Attached at Tab A is a State Department composed draft reply to a
letter (Tab B) from Rabbi Schindler. We suggest you incorporate

the draft reply into a letter from your office. Bobbie Kilberg
may wish to sign this letter.

Attachments

Tab A Draft response to Rabbi Schindler
Tab B letter from Rabbi Schindler
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Our vote on United Nations Security Council Resolution 681
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the applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention to the
territories occupied by Israel since 1967, on our concern for
human rights in the occupied territories, and on our support for
the role of the Secretary General in continuing to attempt to
ensure the safety and protection of Palestinian civilians.

The situation in the occupied territories demonstrates the
need to bring about a resoluticn of the underlying problems of
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The United States has worked for several decades in
partnership with Israel to develop a path towards peace in the
Middle East. We remain committed to this effort and are looking
forward to moving onwards to this goal in close cooperation with

our Israeli friends.

Sincerely,



Dear Rabbi Schindler:

On behalf of President Bush, thank you for your letter of
December 18, 1990 regarding the United Nations Security Council
consideration of the situation in the occupied territories.

On December 20, the Security Council unanimously adopted
Resolution 681. The resolution deplored the Government of
Israel’s decision to resume deportations of Palestinians from the
occupied territories. The United States has been deeply
concerned about such deportations, as Secretary Baker made clear
to Prime Minister Shamir in Washington during his recent visit.
The resolution also rejected linking the Arab-Israeli conflict
and Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. A separate Security Council
President’s statement noted that the Arab-Israeli conflict is
unique and must be addressed independently and on its own merits.

Our vote on United Nations Security Council Resolution 681
reflects our concerns and is consistent with long-standing U.S.
policy on the Middle East. The human rights situation in the
occupied territories remains a matter of deep concern to the
United States. There is no change in U.S. policy on the
applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention to the territories
occupied by Israel since 1967, on our concern for human rights in
the occupied territories, and on our support for the role of the
Secretary General in continuing to attempt to ensure the safety
and protection of Palestinian civilians.

The situation in the occupied territories demonstrates the
need to bring about a resolution of the underlying problems of
the Arab-Israeli conflict. The Administration is prepared to
assist the parties in the Middle East toward attainment of a just
and durable peace, based on U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242
and 338 and including the principles of land for peace, securityl,_L
and recognition for Israel, and the legitimate political rights
of the Palestinians. This Administration, as its predecessors,
has also affirmed that Jerusalem must remain united, with its
final status to be achieved through negotiations. We oppose
unilateral acts by either side that tend to prejudge the outcome
of negotiations or prejudice the possibility of bringing about
negotiations.



The United States has worked for several decades in
partnership with Israel to develop a path towards peace in the
Middle East. We remain committed to this effort and are looking

forward to moving onwards to this goal in close cooperation with
our Israeli friends.

Sincerely,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
, DRAFT REPLY
Dear Rabbi Schindler:

On behalf of President Bush thank you for your
correspondence of December 18, 1990 pertaining to the UN
Security Council Resolution on the occupied territories.

On December 20 the Security Council unanimously adopted
Resolution 681. During the protracted consultations on this
resolution, the United States successfully excised a number of
highly objectionable elements in the draft text circulated by
the Palestine Liberation Organization and some others. This
resolution rejects linking the Arab-Israeli conflict and Iraq's
invasion of Kuwait. The separate Security Council President's
statement notes that the Arab-Israeli conflict is unique and
must be addressed independently and on its own merits. The
statement also reflects long-standing U.S. views on an
international peace conference on the Arab-Israeli conflict.

The resolution deplores the Government of Israel's decision
to resume deportations of Palestinians from the occupied
territories. The United States is deeply concerned about such
deportations, as Secretary Baker made clear to Prime Minister
Shamir in Washington during his recent visit. The United
States has condemned the violence directed at Israeli citizens,
in particular the recent stabbing incidents. We have also made
clear our concern about excessive use of force in response to
recent violence in the occupied territories.

Our vote on United Nations Security Council Resolution 681
reflects these concerns and is consistent with long-standing
U.S. policy on the Middle East. There is no change in USG

policy on Jerusalem, the applicability of the Fourth Geneva



Convention to the territories occupied by Israel since 1967, on
concern at the deterioration in the occupied territories, and
on our support for the role of the Secretary General in
continuing to attempt to ensure the safety and protection of
Palestinian civilians.

Your thoughts are appreciated during this crucial period
for U.S. foreign policy in the United Nations.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler,
Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
838 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York.
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iy V December 18, 1990

"\ The President
(Y The White House
Washington, DC (Fax -- 202-456-2461)

Dear Mr. President;

As an organization that has strongly endorsed your policy in the Gulf erisis,
and that publicly supports the role of force against Saddam Hussein as a moral
option should other efforts fail, we must nevertheless transmit to your our deep
concern at the prospect that the United States will fall to exercise its veto on still
another anti-Israel resolution at the United Nations.

The unremitting efforts by Arab states and the PLO to pillory Israel at the UN
is, in our judgment, nothing less than attempt at political apartheid. That the
United States should participate in such a practice demeans the moral standing of
our country and encourages further the growing Arab belief that the United States is
prepared to hand still another political victory to the dictator in Baghdad.

It is wrong for our country to join in a statement asserting in effect that
Jerusalem is occupied territory. It is wrong for our country to argue that the 1949
Geneva Convention applies to Israel's act of ordering the deportation of four Islamic
fundamentalist Palestinians who have incited murder against Israeli citizens. Itis
wrong for our country to support a resolution under which the UN will seek to
send representatives to Israel to protect or otherwise oversee the safety of
Palestinians living in the territories. You know and the world knows that Israel
faces an insurrection and must act to defend itself against those who would disrupt
public order by assaulting Israeli civilians, police and military.

We urge you, Mr, President, not to give the victory at the United Nations that
Saddam Hussein and his supporters in the PLO so urgently seek, Veto the
resolution and restore America's credibility as a defender of its democratic friends
and allies.

Respectfully,

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
President
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Dear Rabbi Schindler:

On behalf of President Bush, thank you for your letter of
December 18, 1990 regarding the United Nations Security Council
consideration of the situation in the occupied territories.

On December 20, the Security Council unanimously adopted
Resolution 681. The resolution deplored the Government of
Israel’s decision to resume deportations of Palestinians from the
occupied territories. The United States has been deeply
concerned about such deportations, as Secretary Baker made clear
to Prime Minister Shamir in Washington during his recent visit.
The resolution also rejected linking the Arab-Israeli conflict
and Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. A separate Security Council
President’s statement noted that the Arab-Israeli conflict is
unique and must be addressed independently and on its own merits.

Our vote on United Nations Security Council Resolution 681
reflects our concerns and is consistent with long-standing U.S.
policy on the Middle East. The human rights situation in the
occupied territories remains a matter of deep concern to the
United States. There is no change in U.S. policy on the
applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention to the territories
occupied by Israel since 1967, on our concern for human rights in
the occupied territories, and on our support for the role of the
Secretary General in continuing to attempt to ensure the safety
and protection of Palestinian civilians.

The situation in the occupied territories demonstrates the
need to bring about a resolution of the underlying problems of
the Arab-Israeli conflict. The Administration is prepared to
assist the parties in the Middle East toward attainment of a just
and durable peace, based on U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242
and 338 and including the principles of land for peace, security,_L
and recognition for Israel, and the legitimate political rights
of the Palestinians. This Administration, as its predecessors,
has also affirmed that Jerusalem must remain united, with its
final status to be achieved through negotiations. We oppose
unilateral acts by either side that tend to prejudge the outcome
of negotiations or prejudice the possibility of bringing about
negotiations.



The United States has worked for several decades in
partnership with Israel to develop a path towards peace in the
Middle East. We remain committed to this effort and are looking

forward to moving onwards to this goal in close cooperation with
our Israeli friends.

Sincerely,



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506
0402

February 4, 1991

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY
FROM: WILLIAM F. SITTMANN

SUBJECT: Draft Reply to Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler,
President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations

Attached at Tab A is a State Department composed draft reply to a
letter (Tab B) from Rabbi Schindler. We suggest you incorporate
the draft reply into a letter from your office. Bobbie Kilberg
may wish to sign this letter.

Attachments
Tab A Draft response to Rabbi Schindler
Tab B letter from Rabbi Schindler
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506
0402

February 4, 1991 SlGNF!‘}

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM F. SITTMANN

THROUGH : RICHARD N. HAASS /
FROM: C. DAVID WELCH /V‘/
SUBJECT Letter to Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler,

President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum for Sally Kelley, Director of
Agency Liaison, Presidential Correspondence, that forwards a
modified State Department draft reply (Tab A) to a letter (Tab B)
from Rabbi Schindler.

RECOMMENDATION :

That you sign the memorandum to Sally Kelley.

Attachments

Tab'" E Memo to Sally Kelley
Tab A Draft response to Rabbi Schindler
Tab B Letter from Rabbi Schindler
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