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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 19, 1990

Dear Mr. Margolin:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President expressing
your concerns regarding the tragic events that took place in
Jerusalem on October 8, 1990, and the United States support in
the United Nations Security Council for the adoption of
Resolution 672.

The Administration thought it important to be on record
opposing what we believe was excessive use of deadly force by
Israeli security personnel. Our position was motivated by a
genuine concern over what had taken place and the desire to see
such occurrences avoided in the future. It did not, however,
imply any criticism of Israel's policy governing access to the
holy places of Jerusalem, which has been praiseworthy; nor was it
a vote in any way intended to minimize the harm done to those of
the Jewish faith whose prayers were interrupted by stones. There
can be no justification for that. Furthermore, our policy on
Jerusalem remains unchanged: Jerusalem should never be divided
again and its final status should be decided by negotiations.

The United States supports the efforts of the Secretary
General to fulfill the mandate given him by Security Council
Resolution 672. We have welcomed the Government of Israel's
invitation to his representative to come to Israel to carry out
his responsibilities, and supported Resolution 673 on this basis.

The events have been tragic, and we continue to urge all
parties to exercise the utmost restraint in the future. The
tension and violence painfully attest to the need for progress
toward a negotiated settlement of the Arab-Israeli dispute, an
endeavor we are dedicated to advancing.

As you know, the U.S. commitment to Israeli security and
well-being has been a cornerstone of American policy in the
Middle East since Israel's creation in 1948. Significant
economic and security annual assistance to Israel is an
acknowledgement of the continuation of that commitment. Our
assistance helps build a strong and secure Israel which is in the

interest of the U.S. and in the interest of peace.



Thank you for sharing your concerns.

Sincerely,

Bsue Yy

Bobbie G. Kilberg
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison |

\V

Mr. Ephraim Margolin
Chairman

Jewish Community Relations Council
Suite 301

121 Stuart Street
San Francisco, California 94105
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 7

November 21, 1990
8965

MEMORANDUM FOR SHIRLEY GREEN :
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FROM: WILLIAM F. SITTMANN ~ | —
\

SUBJECT: Suggested Reply to Ephraim Margolin

Attached at Tab A is an NSC-edited State Department draft reply
to a letter from Ephraim Margolin of the Jewish Community
Relations Council of San Francisco, who wrote to the President
expressing his opposition to UNSC Resolution 672.

Attachments
Tab A Suggested Reply
Tab =B Incoming Correspondence



Dear

Thank you foryour letter to the President#¥ice—President of

Octebevr [0 expressing your views regarding the tragic events that

took place in Jerusalem on October 8, 1990.

The United States voted for United Nations Security Council
Resolution 672, concerning the violence that took place on
October 8 at the holy places in Jerusalem. We thought it
important to be on record opposing what we believe was excessive
use of deadly force by Israeli security personnel. Our position
was motivated by a genuine concern over what had taken place and
the desire to see such occurrences avoided in the future. It did
not, however, imply any criticism of Israel’s policy governing
access to the holy places of Jerusalem, which has been
praiseworthy; nor was our vote in any way intended to minimize
the harm done to those of the Jewish faith whose prayers were
interrupted by stones. There can be no justification for that.
Furthermore, our policy on Jerusalem remains unchanged:
Jerusalem should never be divided again and its final status

should be decided by negotiations.

Resolution 672 also authorized the United Nations Secretary
General to dispatch his representative to investigate the
incident. The United States fully supports the efforts of the
Secretary General to fulfill that mandate. We have welcomed the
Government of Israel’s invitation to the Secretary General’s

representative to come to Israel.



We continue to urge all parties to exercise the utmost restraint
in the future. The tension and violence painfully attest to the
need for progress toward a negotiated settlement of the Arab-

Israeli dispute, an endeavor we are dedicated to advancing.

Thank you for your interest. I hope that this information is of

assistance.

Sincerely,
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JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL | sute®™
OF SAN FRANCISCO, THE PENINSULA, MARIN AND SONOMA COUNTIES 121 Steuart Street
Beneticiary of the Jewish Community Federation San Francisco, Ca 94105
(415) 957-1551

October 10, 1990

President George Bush
The White House
Washington D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

on behalf of the Jewish Community Relations Council, which
represents over 60 Synagogues and community organizations in the
Gzeatengaynﬁféa; T-am Writing to express our dismay and_shock over
the United States’ sponsorship of a U.N. Resolution of condemnation
of Israel, regarding Israeli actions in quelling the riots on the
Temple Mount on October 8. That resolution, and the tone of our
government’s response serve to support the most extreme elements in
the Palestinian community, including those who perpetrated the
premeditated violent assault on Jewish worshippers; at the same
time such actions can only encourage Saddam Hussein’s intransigence

and aggression.

We echo the sentiments of the entire American Jewish community
in expressing our sadness and regret over the loss of life that
resulted in Monday’s rioting. Israel’s response to the assault
will be reviewed by an independent Commission of Inquiry, and it
would be premature to render judgements before that body issues a
report. A condemnation of Israel at this time, which may in the
short term help to maintain Arab nations’ support of the multi-
national effort against Iraq’s brutal invasion and occupation of
Kuwait, will ultimately reignite the violence in the West Bank and
Gaza, and strengthen Saddam’s hand.

Since 1967, the government of Israel and the Municipality of
Jerusalem has scrupulously safeguarded the sanctity of the city’s
Holy Sites. Indeed, jurisdiction over the Temple Mount’s Mosques
was given to the Arab Supreme Council. It is ironic that one of
the rebukes offered to Israel is that the police force on the
Temple Mount was too small —--— when this is done out of sensitivity
toward the Islamic worshippers. There is little doubt that had a
larger force been placed in the area, a cry over Israeli
insensitivity -- or worse —-- would have been heard. Israel’s own
administration of Jerusalem stands in stark contrast to Jordan’s.



It is our sincere hope and expectation that the United States
will unequivocally state that attacks on worshippers at Holy Sites
will not be condoned. Such attacks are too reminiscent of the
tragedies of our own history, and have threatening overtones which
Israel’s leaders should not be expected to ignore. We ask that you
not lend your own prestige, and that of the United States, to those
who only seek to reignite the violence in the Middle East, who wish
to draw attention away from Baghdad’s invasion and divide true and
consistent allies.

Sincerely,

< qp\\( Q- \Aﬁ»ﬂ(\b\ -

Ephraim Margolin
Chairman

c.c. Senator Alan Cranston
Senator Pete Wilson

Representative Doug Bosco
Representative Barbara Boxer
Representative Tom Campbell
Representative Tom Lantos
Representative Nancy Pelosi
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

November 21, 1990
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MEMORANDUM FOR SHIRLEY GREEN
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SUBJECT: Suggested Reply to Ephraim Margolin

——

FROM: WILLIAM F. SITTMANN

Attached at Tab A is an NSC-edited State Department draft reply
to a letter from Ephraim Margolin of the Jewish Community
Relations Council of San Francisco, who wrote to the President
expressing his opposition to UNSC Resolution 672.

Attachments
Tab A Suggested Reply
Tab B Incoming Correspondence



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

8965
November 19, 1990
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM F. SITTMANN éh“iwfz)
THROUGH : DAVID %MILLER, JR.
gwsb
FROM: NANCY BEARG DYKE
SUBJECT : Suggested Reply to Ephraim Margolin

Attached at Tab I is your memorandum to Shirley Green,
transmitting an NSC-edited State draft reply (Tab A) to Ephraim
Margolin of the Jewish Community Relations Council of San
Francisco, who wrote to the President regarding UNSC

Resolution 672. 4

Concurrence by: DavidyWalch

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum to Shirley Green at Tab I.

Attachments

Tab el Memorandum to Shirley Green
Tab A Suggested Reply
Tab B Incoming Correspondence



Dear

Thank you foryour letter to the President##ice—President of

Octvber [0 expressing your views regarding the tragic events that

took place in Jerusalem on October 8, 1990.

The United States voted for United Nations Security Council
Resolution 672, concerning the violence that took place on
October 8 at the holy places in Jerusalem. We thought it
important to be on record opposing what we believe was excessive
use of deadly force by Israeli security personnel. Our position
was motivated by a genuine concern over what had taken place and
the desire to see such occurrences avoided in the future. It did
not, however, imply any criticism of Israel’s policy governing
access to the holy places of Jerusalem, which has been
praiseworthy; nor was our vote in any way intended to minimize
the harm done to those of the Jewish faith whose prayers were
interrupted by stones. There can be no justification for that.
Furthermore, our policy on Jerusalem remains unchanged:
Jerusalem should never be divided again and its final status

should be decided by negotiations.

Resolution 672 also authorized the United Nations Secretary
General to dispatch his representative to investigate the
incident. The United States fully supports the efforts of the
Secretary General to fulfill that mandate. We have welcomed the
Government of Israel’s invitation to the Secretary General’s

representative to come to Israel.



We continue to urge all parties to exercise the utmost restraint
in the future. The tension and violence painfully attest to the
need for progress toward a negotiated settlement of the Arab-

Israeli dispute, an endeavor we are dedicated to advancing.

Thank you for your interest. I hope that this information is of
assistance.

Sincerely,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE - DRAFT REPLY 5

Mr. Ephraim Margolin

Chairman

Jewish Community Relations Council

of San Francisco, The Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties
Suite 301

121 Steuart Street

San Francisco, California 94105

Dear Mr. Margolin:

I have been asked to respond to your letter of October 10
to President Bush expressing your concerns regarding the tragic
events that took place in Jerusalem on October 8, 1990, and the
United States support in the United Nations Security Council
for the adoption of Resolution 672. This UNSC resolution
condemned the violence that took place and the excessive use of
force in response by Israeli security forces. It also

authorized the United Nations Secretary General to dispatch his

representative to investigate the incident.

The United States voted for UN Security Council Resolution
672 because we thought it important to be on record opposing
what we believe was unacceptable behavior by Israeli security
forces. Our position was motivated by a genuine concern over
what had taken place and the desire to see such occurrences
avoided in the future. It did not, however, imply any
criticism of Israel's policy governing access to the holy
places of Jerusalem, which has been praiseworthy; nor was our
vote in any way intended to minimize the harm done to those of
the Jewish faith whose prayers were interrupted by stones.

There are and can be no excuses for that.



The United States fully supports the efforts of the
Secretary General to fulfill the mandate given him by Security
Council Resolution 672. We have urged the Government of Israel
to permit his representative to come to Israel to carry out his

responsibilities, and supported Resolution 673 on this basis.

The events have been tragic, and we have urged all parties
to exercise the utmost restraint to avoid further exacerbation
of the painful and costly situation. The continuing violence
and counterviolence painfully attest to the need for progress
toward a negotiated settlement of the Arab-Israeli dispute, an

endeavor we are dedicated to advancing.

Thank you for your interest. I hope that this information

is of assistance.

Sincerely,
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JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL | serea
OF SAN FRANCISCO, THE PENINSULA, MARIN AND SONOMA COUNTIES 121 Steuart Street
Beneticiary of the Jewish Community Federation San Francisco, Ca 94105

(415) 957-1551

October 10, 1990

President George Bush
The White House
Washington D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

on behalf of the Jewish Community Relations Council, which
represents over 60 Synagogues and community organizations in the
Greater Bay Area, I am writing to express our dismay and shock over
the United States’ sponsorship of a U.N. Resolution of condemnation
of Israel, regarding Israeli actions in quelling the riots on the
Temple Mount on October 8. That resolution, and the tone of our
government’s response serve to support the most extreme elements in
the Palestinian community, including those who perpetrated the
premeditated violent assault on Jewish worshippers; at the same
time such actions can only encourage Saddam Hussein’s intransigence
and aggression.

We echo the sentiments of the entire American Jewish community
in expressing our sadness and regret over the loss of 1life that
resulted in Monday’s rioting. Israel’s response to the assault
will be reviewed by an independent Commission of Inquiry, and it
would be premature to render judgements before that body issues a
report. A condemnation of Israel at this time, which may in the
short term help to maintain Arab nations’ support of the multi-
national effort against Iraq’s brutal invasion and occupation of
Ruwait, will ultimately reignite the violence in the West Bank and
Gaza, and strengthen Saddam’s hand.

Since 1967, the government of Israel and the Municipality of
Jerusalem has scrupulously safeguarded the sanctity of the city’s
Holy Sites. 1Indeed, jurisdiction over the Temple Mount’s Mosques
was given to the Arab Supreme council. It is ironic that one of
the rebukes offered to Israel is that the police force on the
Temple Mount was too small -- when this is done out of sensitivity
toward the Islamic worshippers. There is little doubt that had a
larger force been placed in the area, a cry over Israeli
insensitivity -- or worse -- would have been heard. Israel’s own
administration of Jerusalem stands in stark contrast to Jordan’s.

E€F 100



It is our sincere hope and expectation that the United States
will unequivocally state that attacks on worshippers at Holy Sites
will not be condoned. Such attacks are too reminiscent of the
tragedies of our own history, and have threatening overtones which
Israel’s leaders should not be expected to ignore. We ask that you
not lend your own prestige, and that of the United States, to those
who only seek to reignite the violence in the Middle East, who wish
to draw attention away from Baghdad’s invasion and divide true and
consistent allies.

Sincerely,

<~ .

= \J\'\ (O \(\Q»- 7\: v~
Ephraim Margolin =
Chairman

c.c. Senator Alan Cranston
Senator Pete Wilson

Representative Doug Bosco
Representative Barbara Boxer
Representative Tom Campbell
Representative Tom Lantos
Representative Nancy Pelosi
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