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May 30, 1990
Dear Friend:

Enclosed is a just published report to The Trilateral Commission
prepared by Garret FitzGerald, former Prime Minister of Ireland.
Entitled The Israeli-Palestinian Issue, Garret FitzGerald prepared this
report after extensive consultations. He traveled to Tunis, Cairo, Israel
and the West Bank in March 1990, and also consulted with officials and
experts in Washington, New York, London, Paris, Bonn, Rome and
Tokyo.

Dr. FitzGerald analyzes the several factors in the past few years which
combined to favor progress toward peace in the Middle East. The
initiation of a dialogue between the Israeli Government and
representatives of the Palestinian people seemed imminent when, in
mid-March 1990, Israel’s Prime Minister Shamir backed away from the
negotiation. Dr. FitzGerald is deeply concerned about this deadlock
and the potential for collapse of the peace process. “Given the scale of
atomic and chemical weapons and delivery systems now available to
one or other protagonist,” he concludes, “it would be very difficult to
justify a failure by the international community to address the
resultant volatile situation by concerted action. Such concerted action
is now becoming a real possibility in view of the radical change that
has taken place in East-West relations. Moreover, in certain
circumstances the prospect of action of this kind, making use of all
forms of pressure available, could itself help to revive a failing
dialogue.”

I hope the report will be of interest to you.
Sincerely,

Andrew V. Frankel
Assistant North American
Director

AVF
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EUROPEAN OFFICE: 35, avenue de Friedland, 75008 Paris, France

JAPANESE OFFICE: Japan Center for International Exchange, 4-9-17 Minami-Azabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan
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A LONG-1£RM 5OLUTION:
Issues TH:.. WILL A .__
IN SEEKING A PERMANENT SOLUTION

The issues that will arise in seeking a permanent solution of the
Israel/Palestine problem include:

1. Israel’s concern for its security vis-a-vis a Palestinian State and
neighbouring Arab States.

2. The desire of some Israelis to extend their State to, and to settle,
the whole of Palestine.

3. The more general concern on the part of Israelis that their State be
a Jewish State and that Jews from other parts of world have the
right to settle within it.

4. The concern of Arab States and of Palestinians for security vis-a-
vis Israel.

5. The desire of some Palestinians to re-create a State comprising the
whole of Palestine and to enable those who formerly lived in what
is now Israel, or whose parents or grandparents lived there, to
return there.

6. The more general concern on the part of Palestinians to have a
Palestinian State comprising the West Bank and Gaza and for
Palestinians who left their homes in or after 1948 to be able to
return and live in such a State.

7. The desire of both Israelis and Palestinians that Jerusalem be the
capital of each of their States under that State’s sovereignty and
the stance of other States in relation to an international status for
Jerusalem or for a special regime in relation to the Holy Places.

It is clear that 2 and 5 are not merely mutually exclusive but are
fundamentally unacceptable to the other State in each case and to the
international community. There can be no negotiated solution
involving either of these elements.

It is also clear that 7 poses grave difficulties, although, perhaps, the


























































