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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

V H

March 24, 1990

§£0ﬁ 74

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT -

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT @ »
N
(op

SUBJECT: Letter to Abe Foxman

Purpose

To reiterate our policy on Jerusalem to Abe Foxman.

Background

Abe Foxman, National Director of the Anti-Defamation League of
the B’nai B’rith (ADL), wrote you a personal letter on March 14
(Tab B) concerning Jerusalem. His letter was preceded by a more
official one on March 12 (Tab C) co-signed with Burton Levinson,
National Chairman of the ADL.

We think that you should respond to Foxman along the same lines
as the reply to Senator Boschwitz, realizing that we are not
going to be able to meet all of his concerns within existing
policy. A suggested reply is attached.

RECOMMENDATTION

That you sign the attached reply to Abe Foxman at Tab A.

Attachments

Tab A Response to Abe Foxman

Tab B Letter from Abe Foxman of March 14, 1990

Tab C Letter from Levinson/Foxman of March 12, 1990
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

March 19, 1990

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT \

THROUGH : RICHARD N. HAASS /

FROM: C. DAVID WELCH

SUBJECT: Letter to Abe Foxman Concerning Jerusalem

Abe Foxman, National Director of the Anti-Defamation League of
the B’nai Brith (ADL), wrote a personal letter to the President
on March 14 (Tab B) concerning Jerusalem. This letter came only
two days after a more official letter on March 12 (Tab C)
co-signed with Burton Levinson, National Chairman of the ADL.

We propose that the President should respond to Foxman along the
same lines as the reply to Senator Boschwitz. A memo to the
President is attached, forwarding a suggested reply (Tab A).

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached memo to the President at Tab E,
forwarding a suggested reply to Abe Foxman.

Attachments
Tab I Memo to the President
Tab A Response to Abe Foxman
Tab B Letter from Abe Foxman of March 14, 1990
Tab C Letter from Levinson/Foxman of March 12, 1990
DECLASSIFIED
White House Guidelines
E.O. 12958, SEC 3.4 (B) September 11, 2006
By 7~ NARA,Date _os/249/2007
~CONFIDENTFAE

Declassify on: OADR
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March 14, 1990

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to you personally because I have great concern
that nobody's interest has been served by the recent dispute over
the status of Jerusalem.

A striking element of Middle East discussions for many years
has been the broad agreement among American policymakers, Israeli
leaders, members of the American Jewish community and members of
Congress that the issue of Jerusalem be put aside for the time
being. The reasoning has been that the issue is too delicate and
emotion-laden, that to introduce it early in the process would
preclude progress in many other areas.

While this has been the majority sentiment, there has been
dissent. Some argue that to the contrary, because this issue is so
important to Israelis and world Jewry, the matter should be raised
early in the process. Not to do so, it is reasoned, could lead to
a worst-case scenario where Israel has made irreversible
concessions on many fronts, but because it would not give up its
right to a united Jerusalem, capital of Israel, it would end up
without peace from the Arabs and with criticism from the
international community.

This sentiment has not prevailed because there was this broad
understanding to keep Jerusalem off the table. Indeed, several
years ago when Senator Moynihan sought to raise the issue of moving
the U.S. embassy in Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, which almost all
Israelis and American Jews favor, there was no major activity by
the community because it would violate the consensus of letting the
issue lie.

Here is where our current concern enters the picture. By
virtue of your now-celebrated comments on "settlements" in East
Jerusalem, there is a sense that the tacit agreement has been
broken by the Administration. As a result, there is already
growing sentiment in Israel and in the American Jewish community
that this being the case, maybe we should move away from our past
approach and accept the logic that the Jerusalem issue must be
confronted now before we get too deeply into the peace process.

823 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017 (212) 490-2525 Cable: ANTIDEFAME/Telex: 649278/FAX: (212) 867-0779
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The President
March 14, 1990
Page two

I believe such a trend, if it develops, would inhibit real
possibilities, as difficult as they may be, for progress toward
peace. I think it is critical to head off such a trend and I
believe that a clarification by you would go a long way to do so.
Such a clarification could reiterate clearly the right of Jews to
live in all parts of Jerusalem and could point to the special
status of Jerusalem, as opposed to the West Bank.

ADL will be meeting at the White House on Monday, March 19.
You may recall that you made an appearance at the meeting last year
to address the issue of anti-Semitism. We would be honored to have
you appear again to address this important issue, I believe it
would be most beneficial to all of us who aspire to peace in the

Middle East.

Abraham H. Foxman
National Director

Sincerely

AHF/nmh
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The Honorable George Bush

The President of the United States
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

It is with great concern that we write to you now
about the recently articulated U.S. government position
on the status of Jerusalem.

We were pleased to learn about your clarification of
a previous statement on the subject indicating an
understanding of the right of Jews to live in Jerusalen.
However, we are deeply troubled that the clarification
made no mention of the issue at the heart of the
controversy.

East Jerusalem is not the West Bank, nor can there
be any comparison between the status of the two.
Israel's administration of the West Bank may prove to be
temporary, but the status of Jerusalem is a much more
complicated matter.

Jerusalem has served as the symbol and most profound
expression of Jewish national identity since King David
declared it the capital of the Jewish state in 1000 BCE.
The suburban neighborhoods of East Jerusalem were built
in 1967 following the reunification of the nation's
capital after almost 3,000 years. They are an integral
part of the city and it is the deeply felt conviction of
Israelis and American Jews that their status, like that
of Jerusalem as the nation's capital, should remain
unchanged.

Tt is our belief, Mr. President, that raising
questions about Jerusalem at this sensitive time serves
only to undermine the political process now underway.

The suggestion that Jerusalem too is up for discussion,
injects another obstacle at an extremely delicate stage
in Israel's political debate. What is needed now as the
government of Israel struggles to reconcile concerns over
national security and the need to take risks for peace,
is encouragement, not additional "red flags" from
Washington.

Sincerely,

S, Leyissy

Burton S. Levinson
National Chairman

) L p
%}Z&W% i
Abraham H. Foxman T
National Director

823 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017 (212) 490-2525 Cable: ANTIDEFAME/Telex: 649278/FAX: (212) 867-0779
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