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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

June 26, 1990

Mr. David S. Iszauk, President
District Three

B'nai B'rith

Executive Building

Suite 610, 2201 Route 38
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

Dear Mr. Iszauk:

I have been asked to reply to your letter to President
Bush expessing concern about his remarks regarding Jerusalem.
I sincerely regret the long delay in this response but welcome
the opportunity to restate U.S. policy about the city.

We are aware of the great significance which Jerusalem has
for Jews, Christians, and Muslims. AsS such, access to the holy
sites must be ensured for people of all faiths.

It has long been our policy that Jerusalem must remain
undivided, with its ultimate status to be decided through
negotiations. There is no question that negotiations about
Jerusalem would be facilitated if we were well along on the
path to peace, and thus there is no intention now to focus on
the final status of Jerusalem.

In the meantime, all sides should avoid unilateral acts or
unilateral assertions of rights that might exacerbate local
tensions or make it more difficult to make progress in the
peace process. All people in Jerusalem ought to uphold and
promote comity in the city by not acting in ways that would
prejudice prospects for the peace process. As recent events in
the city have demonstrated, the real question is not an
abstract one of rights, but rather how those rights are
implemented.

Now that a new government has been formed in Israel, we
will continue our peace efforts. The Administration is
prepared to assist the parties in the Middle East toward



attainment of a just and durable peace. We remain strongly
committed to the security of Israel and to the search for
peace--two objectives which we believe go hand in hand.

Sincerely,

M&rgaret DeB. Tutwiler
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs
! and Department Spokesman
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DAVID'S: ISTAUK March 19, 1990

President

1615 WESLEY STREET

McKEESPORT, PA. 15132

(h)(412) 673-2918 4

(0) (412) 673-7700 President George Bush
i The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
< Washington, DC 20500

W\ Dear President Bush:
e, On the issue of Jerusalem, the Jewish community is united!

Jerusalem is the capital of Israel and can never ever again

be a divided city. In the past,the United States Administra-
tions have been relatively quiet on the status of Jerusalem
with the official position being that "Jerusalem should be
undivided and the final status of the city should be determined
through negotiations." Diplomats, however, have quietly
advised you for any regional peace process to succeed, the
debate over Jerusalem must be left for last.

Therefore, Mr President, I am writing on behalf of the 24,000
members in B'nai B'rith District Three to express our dismay
over your recent statements on the status of Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is the capital of Israel and must remain undivided.
Under Israeli rule a united Jerusalem has flourished and
provided access to holy places to people of all faiths.

The road to peace is slow and tortuous. Israel must find
its own way toward making vital decisions, but they can
only be made in an atmosphere of confidence in U.S. policy
not confusion about it.

We hope that the Israeli Government will yet find a way to
move ahead with its peace initiative. At the same time we
hope, Mr. President that the United States will clarify its
policy and provide assurances necessary for Israel to do so.

incerely,

avid S. auk
resident

/dw

Delaware - New Jersey - Pennsylvania . West Virginia



