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United States Department of St;ate

Washington, D.C. 20520

June 22, 1990

Mr. J. Kent Friedman

Chairman

Community Relations Committee

Jewish Federation of Greater Houston
5603 South Braeswood

Houston, TX 77096

Dear Mr. Friedman:

I have been asked to reply to your letter to President
Bush expessing concern about his remarks regarding Jerusalem.
I sincerely regret the long delay in this response but welcome
the opportunity to restate U.S. policy about the city.

We are aware of the great significance which Jerusalem has
for Jews, Christians, and Muslims. As such, access to the holy
sites must be ensured for people of all faiths.

It has long been our policy that Jerusalem must remain
undivided, with its ultimate status to be decided through
negotiations. There is no question that negotiations about
Jerusalem would be facilitated if we were well along on the
path to peace, and thus there is no intention now to focus on
the final status of Jerusalem.

In the meantime, all sides should avoid unilateral acts or
unilateral assertions of rights that might exacerbate local
tensions or make it more difficult to make progress in the
peace process. All people in Jerusalem ought to uphold and
promote comity in the city by not acting in ways that would
prejudice prospects for the peace process. As recent events in
the city have demonstrated, the real question is not an
abstract one of rights, but rather how those rights are
implemented.

Now that a new government has been formed in Israel, we
will continue our peace efforts. The Administration is
prepared to assist the parties in the Middle East toward



attainment of a just and durable peace. We remain strongly
committed to the security of Israel and to the search for
peace--two objectives which we believe go hand in hand.

Sincerely,
ZE.

M&rgdret DeB. Tutwiler
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs
and Department Spokesman
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" j(%%umty Relations Committee

March 15, 1990

President George Bush
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear Mr. President:

The Community Relations Committee of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Houston applauds your recent
assurance to Jewish leaders that the Unlted States
remalnS“CUmmitted to a unlfled SICY of Jerusalem.

As you know, the American Jewish community shares w1th
Israel strong support for a united Jerusalem under
Israeli sovereignty. Israeli control of the city has
guaranteed free access to all religious sites for
anyone, regardless of their religion. Such was not the
case when, despite international assurances to the
contrary, Jews were prohibited from worshiping and
living in those areas of Jerusalem under Arab control
prior to June, 1967.

While recognizing that American policy considers the
final status of Jerusalem to be subject to negotiated
settlement, the United States has also consistently
recognized the rights of both Jews and Arabs to live in
any part of the united city, a judgment most recently
expressed by Vice President Quayle on March 6th.

It is therefore our hope that regardless of press
reports to the contrary, Jewish settlement throughout
Jerusalem will continue to have the support of your
administration. Thank you for your continued support of
this strategically important ally.

Respectfully yours,
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J. Kent Friedman, Chairman

JD479

5603 South Braeswood e Houston, Texas 77096-3999 « 713-729-7000



