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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

June 22, 1990

Dr. Samuel Schafler
President

Hebrew College

43 Hawes Street
Brookline, MA 02146

Dear Dr. Schafler:

I have been asked to reply to your letter to President
Bush expessing concern about his remarks regarding Jerusalem.
I sincerely regret the long delay in this response but welcome
the opportunity to restate U.S. policy about the cityx

We are aware of the great significance which Jerusalem has
for Jews, Christians, and Muslims. As such, access to the holy
sites must be ensured for people of allifaiths.

It has long been our policy that Jerusalem must remain
undivided, with its ultimate status to be decided through
negotiations. There is no question that negotiations about
Jerusalem would be facilitated if we were well along on the
path to peace, and thus there is no intention now to focus on
the final status of Jerusalem.

In the meantime, all sides should avoid unilateral acts or
unilateral assertions of rights that might exacerbate local
tensions or make it more difficult to make progress in the
peace process. All people in Jerusalem ought to uphold and
promote comity in the city by not acting in ways that would
prejudice prospects for the peace process. As recent events in
the city have demonstrated, the real question is not an
abstract one of rights, but rather how those rights are
implemented. \

Now that a new government has been formed in Israel, we
will continue our peace efforts. The Administration is
prepared to assist the parties in the Middle East toward



attainment of a just and durable peace. We remain strongly
committed to the security of Israel and to the search for
peace--two objectives which we pbelieve go hand in hand.

Sincerely/
L ]

Mdrgatet DeB. Tutwiler
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs
and Department Spokesman
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

March 12, 1990

President George Bush
The White House
wWashington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I wish to register my distress at your recent statement
on East Jerusalem.

There is no analogy between East Jerusalem and the so-
called West Bank. Jerusalem is and will remain one and
indivisible. To link the two areas is, in my judgement, an
egregious error.

I have supported the Administration’s peace initiatives
in the Middle East and communicated this support to my
friends in Israel. But I cannot support any effort to re-
divide Jerusalem or to make the issue of a united city under
Israeli sovereignity a bargaining ploy.

It would be highly appropriate to retract your
statement on East Jerusalem in order to get the peace
initiative flowing agian.

ncerely,

.JSamue1 S
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Hebrew College, 43 Hawes Street, Brookline, Massachusetts 02146
Tel: 617 232-8710 ° Fax: 617 734-9769




