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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 29, 1989

Dear Mr. Aldridge:

The President asked me to extend his appreciation for the
good wishes you sent for his first Fourth of July as President.
He values your support and that of the Arab-American community in
the Southwest as this Administration faces the difficult task of
promoting Arab-Israeli peace and assisting efforts to find a
solution to the conflict in Lebanon.

The President recognizes the outstanding contributions
Arab-Americans, along with so many other ethnic groups, have made
to this country. Thank you again for your support.

Sincerly,

Vo depn S edamal
Kathleen S. Jeavons
Assistant Director for Public Liaison

Mr. George W. Aldridge

Southwest Director

National Association of Arab Americans
Post Office Box 121805

Arlington, Texas
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

August 18, 1939

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY

FROM: G. PHILIP HUGHE

SUBJECT: Letter From Mr. George W. Aldridge

Attached is a draft State Department response to a letter from
George W. Aldridge, Southwest Director of the National
Association of Arab Americans, who wrote to the President in

support of his Middle East policy.

The NSC recommends that this response be signed by an appropriate
White House staff member.

Attachment
Tab A Draft Reply
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(Classification)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S__8917359

Date_Auqust 15, 1989

For: Mr. Philip Hughes
Executive Secretary
National Security Council
The White House

Reference:
To:__ President Bush From: Mr. George V. Aldridge
Date:__ June 28, 1989 Subject:_ Wishing the President

and his family a happy Fourth oif July.

Referral Dated:_ July 26, 1989 ID# 053621
(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

Action Taken:
XX A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the

proposed travel.

Director
Secretariat Staff

Other (see remarks).

Remarks:

[NCLASSIED

(Classification)




DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DRAFT REPLY

Dear Mr. Aldridge,

The President has asked me to extend his appreciation for
~ the good wishes you sent for his first Fourth of July as
President. He values your support and that of the
Arab-American community in the Southwest as this Administration
faces the difficult task of promoting Arab-Israeli peace and of

assisting efforts to find a solution to the conflict in Lebanon.

The President recognizes the outstanding contributions
Arab-Americans, along with so many other ethnic groups, have

made to this country. Thank you again for your support.

Sincerely,

Mr. George W. Aldridge,
Southwest Director,
National Association of Arab Americans,
P.,O. Rox 121805,
Arlington, Texas.
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T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

JULY 26, 1989

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF:
WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 053621
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED JUNE 28, 1989
TO: PRESIDENT BUSH .

FROM: MR. GEORGE W. ALDRIDGE
SOUTHWEST DIRECTOR
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ARAB
AMERICANS
POST OFFICE BOX 121805
ARLINGTON TX 76012

SUBJECT: EXPRESSES SUPPORT FOR EFFORTS IN THE ISRAELI
PALESTINIAN CONFLICT

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE




Fort Worth/Dallas National Association of Arab Americans
Region VI - Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Arkansas, New Mexico

28 June 1989

President George Bush
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Bush:

On behalf of the growing Arab American community in the
Southwest and especially in the Fort Worth/Dallas metroplex,

I want to wish you, Mrs. Bush, and the entire Bush family and
White House staff a most memorable 4th of July 1989--your first
as President of the United States.

As a Republican and Arab American, I'm proud to report that
the community is energized by your and Secretary of State Baker's
efforts vis-a-vis both the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the
continuing civil war in Lebanon. We are 100% behind you. We're
also delighted that your policies are guided by pragmatism, even-
handedness, fair-play, and political prudence. Keep up the good
work!

You'll be delighted to learn that several Arab Americans with
whom I am in personal contact with have become Republicans since
you entered office. All admit they underestimated your knowledge
of the Middle East and were unaware of your commitment to a fair
and square Palestinian-Israeli peace and a return to democracy and
territorial sovereignty in Lebanon.

T o
-4 |

We join you in the celebration of freedom and self-determination!...

Hope you have a great 4th of July!

Respectfully yours,

Alevs D) et

George W. Aldridge
Southwest NAAA Director
tel.: (817) 640-7466

Post Office Box 121805 * Arlington, Texas 76012 * (817) 640-7466
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Baker’s bluntness welcor

.S. INVOLVEMENT IN THE
Mideast quagmire has long been char-
acterized by seeming inconsistencies:
periodic advocacy of an Arab or Israeli posi-
tion while inexplicably overlooking its flaws.

The United States has talked of the
negotiated disposition of the “occupied”
Palestinian areas of the West Bank and Ga-
za Strip while ignoring the de facto Israeli
annexation of much of that territory. It has
accepted the Palestine Liberation Organiza-

tion’s rejection of terrorism while ignoring .

the PLO charter’s call for the elimination of
the-Jewish state. What has been lacking is a
comprehensive State Department look at

the. roadblocks each party in the Mideast

has erected in the path of peace.

That ‘oversight has been firmly, public-
ly rectified by Secretary of State James
Baker in a blunt, welcome enunciation of
the Bush administration’s position on the
Arab-Israeli conflict. While the Secretary
did not delineate a proposed solution to the
central issue of Palestinian independence,
he clearly showed the contradictions in Is-
raeli, Palestinian, and Arab community po-
sitions that must be eliminated before via-
ble negotiations can begin. If he can focus
the attention of each party on the inconsis-
tencies in their positions, Mr. Baker will
have performed an enormous service.

In speaking to the influential Israeli

_revolution and distrust. Mr.
- changed before its leaders can be

lobby in Washington, D.C., Mr.
clared “now is the time to lay a:
and for all, the unrealistic vision of ;
Israel ... Forswear annexation. Stop
ment activity. Allow schools to
Reach out to the Palestinians as n
who deserve political rights.”
That declaration brought expectx
icism from Israeli officials. But there
way the biblical land of Israel,
cludes the Palestinian areas now ct
by the Israeli military, can be recons
unless Israel intends to evict or rent.
ly subjugate the 1.5 million Palestinians liv-
ing there. No negotiation can work as long
as Israeli leaders harbor that vision. 5
~ The Palestinians were blunt
peace is not possible in an atmosphere o

e
@ LR Pl

noted the anti-Israeli PLO charter.

‘The Arab League was approp
challenged to end the economic boye
Israel, cease challenging Israel’s stan
international organizations and . “re
the odious line that Zionism is raeisr
the past decade, the league has routinely
asserted that the PLO is the sole legitimate
representative of the Palestinians. :

If that is the case, then it is incumbent
on the league to follow the lead of the PLO
and recognize Israel’s right to exist within
secure borders in their midst. ©~ = =~

Post Office Box 121805 * Arlington, Texas 76012 * (817) 640-7466
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Mideast policy

Baker’s remarks are refreshingly blunt

{ 1

Yes, America, there is a Bush adminis-
tration Middle East policy.

Strongevidence tothat effect resonated
from Secretary of State James Baker’s
refreshingly blunt remarks to the annual
policy conference of the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee, a speech that,
because of its even-handed admonitions,
was not well received by the pro-Israel
audience or by Israeli Prime Minister Yit-
zhak Shamir, who called the speech ““use-
less.”

Shamir is entitled to his opinion, of
course, but Baker wasrightin callingupon

both Israel and the Palestinians to take -

positive steps to produce an environment
conducive to bringing a lasting peace to
the Middle East.

Baker urged Israel to forgo any designs
on annexing the West Bank and Gaza,
reopen closed Palestinian schools in the
occupied territories, cease all Jewish set-
tlement activity in those territories and
pursue negotiations that probably will in-
volve territorial withdrawal in order to be
successful.

“For Israel, nowis the time to lay aside,
once and for all, the unrealistic vision of a
greater Israel. For Palestinians, now isthe
time to speak with one voice for peace,”
Baker said.

He called upon the Palestinians to
change the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation charter that calls for the elimina-
tion of Israel, renounce the concept of a
phased takeover of Israel, cease trying to
distort international “organizations by
oressing for recognition of a non-existent
Palestinian state and move from the vio-
lence of the intifada to a “‘dialogue of
politics and diplomacy.”

Baker also asked the Arabgovernments
meeting in Casablanca to end the eco-
nomic boycott of Israel, cease challenging
Israel’s standing in international organ-
izations and desist from the odious equat-
ing of Zionism with racism. R

Shamir’s rejection of Baker’s sugges-
tions was predictable, and the PLO and .
Casablanca conference are not likely to
instantly embrace them. Nevertheless,
Baker’s speech was a significant event, an
essential affirmation of this country’s
commitment to a balanced Middle East
policy. S e

A perception of balance in U.S. Midd
East policyis crucial to this nation’s¢
bility as an honest broker i
peacemaking process. Although theb
thrust of Baker’s remarks did not di
materially from the policy of the
administration, their tone and str
suggested that the Bush admini
will tread a finer line of consistency °
sustaining the perception of balance.

It is noteworthy that Baker did not
embellish his speech with effusive refer-
ences to the special relationship between
the United States and Israel in order to
please his predominantly Jewish audi-
ence. Nevertheless, he did offer the reas-
suring words that “no one is going to
deliver Israel” to the Palestinians.

Baker sent the right message to both
Israel and the Palestinians. Israel willnev-
er find peace and security by pursuing a
course of territorial expansion and repres-
sion. The Palestinians will never find a
place to call a national home by employ-
ing strategies based upon the pipedream
of eventually displacing Israel.
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WEST BANK .

Continued occupation is not good for Israel

More and more it appears that Israelis
may do to themselves what Arab armies
have been unable to do: bring about the dis-
solution of the Jewish state. Surely that must
be the inevitable result of an Israeli civil
war, and that appears to be where Israel is

deeper, as more moderate Jews begm to real-
ize that holding the West Bank is a practical
impossibility. However, the zealots, who see
holding the territory as religious impera-
tive, grow more determined to hold what

they believe God has given them.

~ headed.

This past week, the
West Bank was rocked
by further assassina-
. tions, and the abduc-
. tion of an American |
relief worker. Most
shocking was an at-
tack on Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak
* Shamir by Israeli West
" Bank - settlers = who
‘have been among his
'staunchest supporters.
Cooler heads are fast

.-vanishing. s
:x; The fuel for' this-} 4
‘pending brother- |% st

the West Bank, and
soon. Israel’s occupa«
tion of the West Bank
is eroding its suppo
from Western nation.
including the {
States, without
~ support it
tosurvive.
The. )
what will sprin ;
when the Israe
leave. That is thé%‘q
tion Israel must nego-
| tiate. The probdble‘

against-brother conflagration is the disposi-
tion of the West Bank territories occupied by
 Israel since 1967. A huge Palestinian major-
ity living on the West Bank has risen to fight
- what it sees as an unjust Israeli occupation,
~and it is now inconceivable that these peo-
~ ple will soon sink back into silence.

Now the brutal war between Jewish set-
tlers and the indigenous Arab population is
--escalating, and the Israeli government is
~drawing fire from its own people for not
dealing even more harshly with the Pales-
tinians.

Divisions within Israel are growing

Office Box 121805 * A

clinerf ras
G LOx
ritngton,

the kingdom of Jordan. ‘ &t

‘The U.S. must make the messag clear fa
Israel must surrender the West B )
haps by scaling back aid until ‘th
government enters into serious.

No doubt that will bring a vi
tion from the zealots that will requi

action by the Israeli government‘."*ﬂut‘the '

longer the existing situation is allowed t

fester, the more difficult it will be to reach ”

any solution, and the greater will be Israel’s
peril.

Texas 76012 * (817) 640-7466

The only histori-
{ cally viable course is
g for Israel to give up |

.A»
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- Strike clogs Israeli courts

Continued from Page 1A.

process. reading the file. asking the
same question and sending the Pal-
estinian back to jail.

For two months, Palestinians in
the occupied West Bank and Gaza
strip have been going to trial — be-
fore military courts and army-ap-
pointed Jewish judges — without le-
gal representation. The courts’ 60
defense lawyers, the vast majority
of whom also are Palestinian, have

;gone on strike. They say the pro-
“sceedings are “humiliating and ille-
«gal”
. The strike has clogged the mili-
‘tary courts, which have seen their
_caseload triple since the Palestin-
+ian uprising — or the intifada, as it
"is called in Arabic — began in De-
. cember 1987. In the last 14 months,
_the courts have charged 21.000
- Palestinians. but only about 4,500 of
«the cases have come 1o trial, result-
‘ing in 4,300 convictions and 200 ac-
. quintals.
" The rest remain under detention
_awaiting trial. Many will be de-
tained for periods longer than their
actual sentences because of the
logjam in the courts.

The defense lawyers' strike is
aimed at Israel’s two judicial sys-
tems — one for the 1.5 million
Palestinians under occupation and
the other for the 4.2 million Israeli
citizens.

“I have a great deal of respect for
the Israeli judicial system,” said Pal-
estinian lawyer Mazim Kupty, a
member of the Israeli bar who has
refused to work in the military
courts for several years. “The Is-
raeli courts are fair, and justice can
be done, but this is not the case in
the military courts.

“The military court,” Kupty said,
“is a tool, part of a system to enforce
the rule of the occupying power.”

An Israell Detense Ministry
spokesman said that the military
courts function “properly and rea-
sonably under current conditions.”
Other Israch ofticials also argue
that the elaborate saleguards pro-
vided to Israeli defendants cannot
be provided to Palestinians in the
territories

“When  Palestimans  throw
stones at a soldier or an Israeli, they
see it as a patriotic act.” said army
prosecutor Yohanan Altbauer. “The
Palestinians don’t see these acts as
crimes. . . . But under international
law, these acts, regardless of the
motives or the reasons, are consid-
ered crimes. There is no lawful jus-
tification for them, and the perpe-
trators must be punished.”

The striking lawyers have a list
of 22 grievances, which even many
army prosecutors contend are
vahd.

The defense lawyers complain
that it takes days or weeks to locate
their imprisoned clients after ar-
rest, that bail is rarely granted, that
relatives of suspects are often de-
tained and held hostage until the
suspects are found.

The lawyers contend that trials
are delayed for months by transpor-
tation foul-ups, the heavy backlog

and the failure of witnesses — tre-
quently army soldiers — to show up
. They complain that they [re-
quently are not informed of trial
dates and are forbidden from see-
ing their clients before trial. The
lawyers also dislike the army's pol-
icy of transferring those awaiting
trial to the remote Ketziot Deten-
tion Center in the Negev desert.

Finally, the lawyers rail against
the army’s policy of trying suspects
on the basis of confessions written
in Hebrew, statements that Pales-
tinian lawyers say are sometimes
made under duress or not fully un-
derstood by their clients.

“The defense lawyers, who be-
fore felt uncomfortable taking part
in this charade, are now pressed
against the wall in terms of their in-
dividual self-respect and profes-
sional dignity,"” $aid striking lawyer
Jonathan Kuttab, who received his
law degree from the University of
Virginia and practiced in the
United States before returning to Is-
rael.

Capt. Moshe Behar, the chief
army prosecutor in the Ramallah
court, said that even if some of the
complaints have validity, the
“strike is not correct. It harms the
defendants.”

Adding to the problem — and
the backlog — is that almost all de-
fendants now plead not guilty, even
those who have signed confessions.
“Some of these confessions are the
result of torture, prolonged isola-
tion, threats and deception by Is-
raeli security agents,” Kuttab said.

Israeli officials say that such
abuses are isolated and that they
are punished when uncovered.

But in 1987, an Israeli investiga-
tion headed by former Supreme
Court President Moshe Landau
found that members of Israeli's
General Security Service, known as
the Shin Bet, regularly used torture
and beatings to get information and
confessions. The agents then lied to
the courts about how the informa-
tion and confessions were ex-
tracted, the report said.

The military courts are located
in heavily guarded army headquar-
ters in the occupied cities of Ramal-
lah, Bethlehem, Hebron, Nablus,
Jenin, Tulkarem, Gaza City and
Khan Yunis. Local Arab courts,
which deal with issues uncon-
nected with the Israeli state — such
as family matters — continue to
function under this system. But any
matters relating to the Israeli au-
thorities — security issues, custom
duties or traffic violations — are
handled by the military.

The dichotomy between one le-
gal system for Israelis and another
for occupied Palestinians has cre-
ated rancor among those impris-
oned for participating in the inti-
fada.

A Jewish settler in the territo-
ries who is charged with a crime is
never brought before a local Arab
court. Under the resulting system,
an Arab can be tried by a Jewish
judge, but a Jew can never be tried
by an Arab judge.

“What angers us is the injustice

of the whole system,” said one 27-
year-old Palestinian who attended
the Ramallah court session in the
hopes of seeing a friend who has
been imprisoned for a year and was
to have been tried that day. “If a
Palestinian throws g rock at a sol-
dier who he believes is occupying
his land, he gets one year in jail. Il a
Jewish settler shoots and kills a Pal-
estinian, he gets one year in jail,
maybe less.” :

The differences between the Is-
raeli judicial system and the mili-
tary court system, however, are not
confined to legislation or sentenc-
ing. They extend to every aspect of
a person’s legal rights.

In Israel, a suspect can be de-
tained for only 48 hours without a
court order. In the occupied territo-
ries, he or she can be detained for
18 days.

In Israel, a suspect can be held
for only 30 days for the purpose of
an investigation. In the occupied
territories, a suspect can be held for
six months and 18 days.

In Israel, judges are independent
from the executive or legislative
branches of government, and all
have legal training. In the territo-
ries, military commanders appoint
all judges. In serious offenses,
which require three military
judges, only one of three needs to
have had legal training. All of these
judges can be removed by military
commanders, who can simply
refuse to renew their terms.

Sunday, February 12, 1989
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IN THE TERRITORIES:
days without a courlt order.
all judges.

her client for up to 90 days.
W Military commanders

M A suspect can be detained 18
= Military commanders appoint

W Police officials can prevent a
lawyer from meeting with his or

can

Medilerranean
Sea

punish a member of a suspect’

family. i s BANKA Ra/rnailah
Vj [ ] Mi'nors are tried in the military Bethiehem

courls. :

W Military court decisions are fi- b?:az | Chty He@n

nal and cannot be appealed. o A
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THE CASELOAD* ISRAEL

No. arrested . ... ... 21,000 « Ketziot

No. convicted ...... 4,300

No. acquitted . . . ... .. 200 EGYPT

* In military courts since the
uprising began in December 1987.

Detention
center

A Designates military courts
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IN ISRAEL:

W A suspect can be detaned
only 48 hours withoul a court
order.

W Judges are independent from
the executive or legisiative
branches ot government and all
have legal training

W A detanee has the right to
meet with a lawyer as soon as
he or she is arrested

_l No one is punished unless he
is proven guilty

W Minors have separate iegal
proceedings. -
M Those sentenced can appeal
their verdicls

In Israel, a detainee has the right
to meet with a lawyer as soon as he
or she is arrested. A high police offi-
cial can delay this meeting for up to
48 hours, and in cases of severe se-
curity matters, a judge can postpone
the meeting for an additional 1§
days. In the territories, any police
official can prevent a lawyer from
meeting with his or her client for
up to 90 days.

In Israel, no one is punished un-
less he is proven guilty. In the terri-
tories, the military commander can
punish a member of a suspect’s fam-
ily, even if there is no evidence that
the relative took part in a crime.

In Israel, minors under the age
of 12 have separate legal proceed-
ings. while in the territories, mi-

nors are tried tn the military
Ccourts.
Finally. in Israel, those sen-

tenced can appeal their verdicts to
the district and then the Supreme
Court. In the territories, the deci-
sion of the military court is final
and cannot be appealed.

During a break in the court pro-
ceedings in Ramallah, a group of
Arab men spoke quietly amongst
themselves. They had sat silently
during the proceedings, stood when
the judge left the courtroom, but

1 i
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were now bitter and deliant

“My son is 1n jai1l,” said one 62-
year-old Palestiman, who slowly
worked his thick hngers aronnd
some prayer beads made from the
wood of an olive tree. "l keep com
ing to court, and his tnal keeps
being postponed | am frustratod
Not long ago, the Jewish setler
near our village cut down ail 400 o
our olive trees, 60 of which were
mine. Nothing will be done to them
for this, and all the while, my son
cannot even get to court for Ins
trial. Why do these Jews think they
have the right to do this? Can’t they
see that this is not just?”
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Burden 1S Israel’s |
YOUR ADVICE to the PLO to .}
scrap its charter (editorial of
May 14) should not be givens-t
without noting the following: -
Israel has never defined its.. |
borders. Israel has never recog- - |
nized U.N. Resolutions 242 and |
231, which are crucial to any set- ; |
tlement with the Palestinians. Is-~
rael has never recognized the.
PLO, which enjoys more diplo-. ]
matic recognition than Israel. Is-
rael has never officially commit-
ted itself to the land-for-peace /{
option. Israel continues to violate '] !
Palestinian human and other
rights on a daily basis. ek
Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat has by words not only ab- ..
rogated the intent of the charter ]
in his recognition of Israel and
its right to live in peace on its
land, but has accepted a much
smaller area for a Palestinian
state than was granted Nov. 29,
1947, by United Nations Resolu-
tion 181(11) — aka the Partition
Plan.
How much more is expected
of the PLO prior to direct nego-
tiations with Israel?

CECIL ASFOUR
Member, National Association
of Arab Americans, 4

Dalias

W5 Podegine NEWS
& 1947

Israeli pfoposal

On behalf of our members, sev-
eral hundred Arab-Americans in
North Texas, I express our sincere
appreciation for your editorial, “Is-
raeli Opening,” May 28.

Your criticism of Mr. Shamir’s
proposal, “that all candidates agree
not to seek Palestinian statehood be-
fore they could even stand for elec-
tion” is fundamental advice to all
those who seek just and durable
peace in the Middle East.

Furthermore, your firm advice to
Israel — no pre-conditions for nego-
tiation, no reprisals for election or
negotiating activities, candidates’
freedom to campaign and move in
and out of the occupied territories
and Israel — serves as sound guide-
lines for the Department of State in
1its new attempt toward evenhanded-
ness as declared by Secretary Baker
iin his recent speech to American Is-

rael Public Affairs Committee.
MUNIR BAYOUD,
President,
n Arab Society,
irving

America

Tuesday, May 23, 1989

Real issue

Re: Elizabeth Meyer's letter,
“Only Israel,” May 15. I don’t think
she will get any arguments about
how the 1967 Arab-Israeli war
started. I do take offense, though, to
her saying “the Arabs started ... "
Some Arab nations started the war,
not the Arabs. I don't recall Saudi
Arabia or Kuwait partcipating, and I
believe they would consider them-
selves Arabs. But, aside from that, I
think Ms. Meyer has missed the en-
tire point.

It’s not that Israel legitimately
captured these territories during
this war — it did. The real issue is
the Israeli treatment of the people
who live in these occupied territo-
ries. They are human beings, and it
appears to me that Israel is not af-
fording these people the rights they
deserve. The actions of a few Pales-
tinian terrorists do not justify Israel
treating all Palestinians as subhu-
man. The Israeli treatment of the Ar-
abs in the occupied territories is, to
me, the same as the white South Af-
rican treatment of South African

blacks. And the similarity between
Israel’s treatment of Palestinians
and the Nazi treatment of Jews#is
not lost on me. Right now, the only
differences would appear to be
those of magnitude and’ severity.
But the mentality seems the same.
PATRICK J. PI-I_H.P
Dallas

@i Ballas Horning News

. month for activities sun'ound'ng the
Omar Shanf Invitational Bridge
Toumament at the Mansxon on Tur-
tle Creek.

A black-tle gourmet dmner will
© kick things off June 19, prepared by

the Mansion’s chef " Fearing
and guest chef Georgélasraﬂof the
Tavern on the Green'in New York. #
duplicate bridge tournament will b:-
June 20, followed by a luncheon and
bridge party June 21 and a cocktail-
buffet reception alsoonJune 21, all at
the Mansion. On June 22 there’s a
showing of Funny Girl at Southern
Methodist University.
" Thoseevents (but«noﬁShanFs VIP
tour of the Ramses T exHibition at
Fair Park) are open toithe public.
Tickets are $175 forthe gourmet din-
ner, $15 fora limited mimber of kib-
itzer seats at the tournament, $60 for
the luncheon and ‘bridge party, $50
for the reception ($25 if you also
attended the luncheon), and $35 and
$50 for the film screening for mem-
- bers and non-members, respectively
of the Southwest Film'and Video
Archives. Only the film screening is a
benefit (for the film archives), so
when you pay $175 for dinner, vou
get a $175:dinner; - -+
Information is avanlable from
(214) 855-0470. =

No right

When anyone makes an offer as
Israel has of local elections for
Palestinians on a “take it or leave it”
basis, they have no right to express
surprise if the answer is “we leave
it!”

Americans may have forgotten
Patrick Henry’s “Give me liberty or
give me death,” but that sentiment
lives in scattered places as in Af-
ghanistan and Palestine. It may
even lie hidden here in America.

GORDON S. CLARK,
Eastland

Astandforpeace =

It is a sad, sad indictment of the pro-Isracl
lobby, the American Israel Public Affairs Com-
mittee (AIPAC), that most of its Jewish mem-
bership was angered by Secretary of State Jim

Baker’s MayZZremarw the group. Ac-
cording to reporter Tt iedman of the

NCWYUrkT'Im“, men mwere
. angry about ech because

of its ““evenhani leds ch they fun-
damentally reject.’

Elsewhere (includi :
May 25 editorial p ch was praised
for its ?ealism; ~ courage.
All noted its falnﬁls

iation. Q\nte nghﬂy, the Star-Telegram said

“the speech was a significant event, an essential

affirmation of this country’s commitment to 2

balanced Middlqw policy:.(and) erucial 10

this nation’s credibility as an honest broker in

the peacemakmg process.” Agreed.

—George W. Aldridge

Southwest Director

National Assoaarwn af Arab Americans

: Arlington

(’;Ihz Ballas Morning Nelws
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pounded in defa%nn somethmg
that nevertookpla% Rt

1 -One iS curious as

| Novak could have

'-,,__

‘A-18 Wednesday, June 7, 1989

l
!

f ‘tohow Evans and

~ expounded in de-
tail on something
that never took
place” -
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Ramllah Conventmn

This year's Ramallah Convention will be
in Houston at the Adam’s Mark Hotel,
July ‘5-8. Registration fee for the four-day

affair is $75. For ‘more information call

Buthaing 7.Zanaycd at(713) 780-‘12703.
Suzie Azar
New Mayor of El Paso

Two-term city councilwoman Suzie Azar
was overwhelmingly elected the first wom-
an mayor in El Paso history, May 27. Mrs.
Azar, whose husband’Richard is Syrian,
won over her opponent by a near 2 to 1
margin.

A longtime civic activist and business-
woman, Mayor Azar was nevertheless
overjoyed by her victory. “I’m thrilled to
death,” admitted the new mayor. “Fm
ready to go to work. One hundred and sev-
enteen years is a long time for El Paso to
wait (for a woman mayor), and I'm glad
they waited for me!”

Azar campaigned on a platform to tackle
the city’s pollution and water problems,
considered the ‘most severe in Texas, and
to attract more business to the city. As a
member of the city coungil, Azar im-
pressed -fellow El Pasoans by supporting.
downtowr “rede aeeing: to the”
renovatm of temﬁem m‘ th El Piso
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- For Jsrael, now is tbe time to lay asi

unrealistic vision of a greater Israel. For
ttme to speak with one voice for beace.

Secretary 0

orth Texas AUB Alumni Association Appeul

The followmg are excerpts of Dr. Ghazi Zaatari’s introductory remarks befo
Beirut banquet and fundraiser in Dallas; May 12. Donations to AUB may be
Alumni Association, P.O. Box 671301, Dallas, Texas 75367-1301.

Dr. Zaatari is staff pathologm at Dailas Methodist Hosptta! anda FW/D N4

ur Alma Mater is gomg threugh lts most cliallcngmg fimes smcaits cstabllshment
At a time when intellectual intransigence is bemg mastered by mc polmcal leadt
dictates the rule of the land in Lebanon. A3 ‘ —

"“AUB continues to be an oasis ?‘f toleran

Throughout the Lebanese crisis and even before, AUB’s track record speaks for itself
a fine institution. Undoubtedly, the persistent and frustrating political impasse in Let
loved university, but the determination of its trustees, faculty, administration, alumni a
blowing destructive winds. Our guest speaker, Mr. David Dodge, is a living testimony tc

We, as executive committee, did not invite you here to “cry over the ruins,” not to ex:
to dine and wine while fellow countrymen cry and die. We are here together to strengthe:
second, and with our geographic roots third. I do not list these in any order of preference
feeds from the other. We the graduates friends of AUB are facing a historical responsit
from the past, remedy the present and plan for the future. Your choices must be clear ap«

. -and-determination. We can no longer afford to be apathetic and act as passive bystande

off us otherwise. Predictably and as has history.taught us, passiveness allows ignorance
dices to govern. Ironically, all three stand diagonally opposite to the principles on whic
you entitles him or her to assume a leadership position, individually and/or collectiv:
gatherings that I, like many of you, have lost confidence in many if not all political regi
present is to invest into the educational institutions of that region. Helping the young
tions and through their numerous faculties and training programs is an asset to their ¢
ommend a better stock than that in AUB. Many of us, like myself may have had
politicians, but during his historic era in our region where maps are being withdrawn,
uon of the late President Kennedy “Don’t ask what AUB has done to you, but what I ca
* I have circulated copies of letters I mailed recently to the two Texas representatives
on Appropriations — Mr. Ronald Coleman (of El Paso) and Mr. Charles Wilson (of Ez
ing badly needed financial aid to the university. If any of you know these two gentlem
know. Moreover, ' would urge you to take a few minutes and drop a few lines to these't
letters, place it on your stationary and
Mickey Edwards sits.on the same comf
pen to know him or know one of his stz
It is disheartening to hear about the
The ravages of war continue to have he
destruction of personal property is a d
left its marks on AUB; Dr. Herter repc
ings on campus and most importantly
dad. Witnessing all-of this, I feel comg
you to help the university to the best ¢
mirrors what goes in its host country. ]
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Fer Worlh/Dallaes National Association of Arab Americans
Region VI - Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Arkansas, New Mexico

28 June 1989

President George Bush
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Bush:

On behalf of the growing Arab American community in the
Southwest and especially in the Fort Worth/Dallas metroplex,

I want to wish you, Mrs. Bush, and the entire Bush family and
White House staff a most memorable 4th of July 1989--your first
as President of the United States.

As a Republican and Arab American, I'm proud to report that
the community is energized by your and Secretary of State Baker's
efforts vis-a-vis both the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the
continuing civil war in Lebanon. We are 100% behind you. We're
also delighted that your policies are guided by pragmatism, even-
handedness, fair-play, and political prudence. Keep up the good
work!

You'll be delighted to learn that several Arab Americans with
whom I am in personal contact with have become Republicans since
you entered office. All admit they underestimated your knowledge
of the Middle East and were unaware of your commitment to a fair
and square Palestinian-Israeli peace and a return to democracy and
territorial sovereignty in Lebanon.

We join you in the celebration of freedom and self-determination!...
Hope you have a great 4th of July!

Respectfully yours,

Aerine D) ittty

George W. Aldridge
Southwest NAAA Director
tel.: (817) 640-7466

Post Office Box 121805 * Arlington, Texas 76012 * (817) 640-7466
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