












































































REMARKS: DEPARTURE STATEMENT FOR PM SHAMIR VISIT 
DIPLOMATIC ENTRANCE, WHITE HOUSE 
APRIL 6, 1989 

PRIME MINISTER SHAMIR AND I HAVE HAD A VERY 

PRODUCTIVE MEETINGc MY MESSAGE TO HIMv AND THROUGH HIM 

TO THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, WAS CLEAR. 

WE ARE FRIENDS, STRATEGIC PARTNERS, AND ALLIES. 
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THE MUTUAL INTERESTS THAT BIND TOGETHER THE PEOPLE OF 

THE UNITED STATES AND ISRAEL ARE BROAD AND DEEP. THE 

PRIME MINISTER AND I DEDICATED OURSELVES TO MAINTAINING 

AND WHERE POSSIBLE IMPROVING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

OUR TWO COUNTRIES. BOTH OF US ARE COMMITTED TO THIS 

GOAL. 
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THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, OLD ENEMIES ARE FINDING WAYS 

TO TALK TO ONE ANOTHER AND TO END CONFLICTS IN A MANNER 

THAT PRESERVES THE BASIC INTERESTS OF ALL CONCERNED. 

THIS CAN AND MUST HAPPEN IN THE MIDDLE EAST. THE ARAB­

ISRAEL CONFLICT CAN BE RESOLVED. PEACE, SECURITY, AND 

POLITICAL RIGHTS CAN BE ATTAINED THROUGH DIRECT 

NEGOTIATIONS. 
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THE STATUS QUO SERVES THE INTERESTS OF NO ONE; THE 

OCCUPATION STATUS SHOULD BE ENDED. 

IN THIS SPIRIT, I REITERATED TO PRIME MINISTER 

SHAMIR THE RESOLVE OF THE UNITED STATES TO ASSIST THE 

PARTIES OF THE MIDDLE EAST IN THEIR PURSUIT OF A 

COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT OF THE ARAB-ISRAEL CONFLICT. 
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OUR RESPONSIBILITY, AS FRIENDS AND PARTNERS IN THE 

SEARCH FOR PEACE, IS TO HELP DEVELOP APPROACHES THAT 

ENHANCE PEACE PROSPECTS. PROBLEMS DO NOT RESOLVE 

THEMSELVES; LEADERS ACTING WITH COURAGE AND VISION 

SOLVE PROBLEMS. MENACHEM BEGIN AND ANWAR SADAT 

DEMONSTRATED THIS TRUTH A DECADE AGO AT CAMP DAVID; 

TODAY'S LEADERS CAN AFFORD TO DO NO LESS. 
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I REASSURED THE PRIME MINISTER THAT THE FUNDAMENTAL 

BASIS OF OUR APPROACH TO A MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT HAS 

NOT CHANGED. THE UNITED STATES IS COMMITTED TO A 

COMPREHENSIVE PEACE ACHIEVED THROUGH DIRECT 

NEGOTIATIONS BASED UPON UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 

242 AND 338. 
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IT IS OUR CONTINUING BELIEF THAT THE ESSENTIAL 

PRINCIPLES GUIDING SUCH NEGOTIATIONS MUST INCLUDE 

SECURITY FOR ISRAEL, A RECOGNITION THAT THE MIDDLE EAST 

IS HOME TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, AND POLITICAL RIGHTS 

AND DIGNITY FOR PALESTINIANS. THESE ARE BUILDING 

BLOCKS FOR A VIABLE NEGOTIATION AND FOR A DURABLE 

SETTLEMENT. THIS IS OUR GOALo 
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WITH REGARD TO FINAL STATUS ISSUES, I REAFFIRMED TO THE 

PRIME MINISTER THAT WE DO NOT SUPPORT AN INDEPENDENT 

PALESTINIAN STATE NOR ISRAELI SOVEREIGNTY OR PERMANENT 

CONTROL OVER THE WEST BANK AND GAZAa 
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To MOVE THE PEACE PROCESS FORWARD, I DISCUSSED WITH 

THE PRIME MINISTER -- AS I HAD EARLIER THIS WEEK WITH 

PRESIDENT MUBARAK -- AN AMBITIOUS BUT REALISTIC 

APPROACHg 
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PROGRESS WILL REQUIRE MEANINGFUL STEPS TO REDUCE 

TENSIONS, POLITICAL DIALOGU~ BETWEEN ISRAEL AND 

PALESTINIANS 8 AND CLEAR INDICATIONS THAT ALL CONCERNED 

ARE PREPARED TO THINK CREATIVELY ABOUT KEY SUBSTANTIVE 

ISSUES. ISRAEL HAS AN OBLIGATION TO CONTRIBUTE TO THIS 

PROCESS, BUT IT CANNOT BE EXPECTED TO ASSUME THE ENTIRE 

BURDEN. 
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THE PALESTINIANS, THE ARAB STATES, AND OTHER INTERESTED 

PARTIES MUST DEMONSTRATE THAT THEY TOO ARE WILLING TO 

MAKE PEACE A REALITY. 

I STRESSED THAT NO PEACE PROCESS CAN SUCCEED IN A 

POLITICAL VACUUM. I BELIEVE IT IS IN ISRAEL'S INTEREST 

TO ENGAGE IN A SERIOUS DIALOGUE WITH PALESTINIANSG 
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THE UNITED STATES BELIEVES THAT ELECTIONS IN THE 

TERRITORIES CAN BE DESIGNED TO PROVIDE PALESTINIANS 

WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO FREELY SELECT THEIR OWN 

REPRESENTATIVES SO THAT SUCH A DIALOGUE AND 

NEGOTIATIONS COULD OCCUR. WE URGE ISRAEL AND THE 

PALESTINIANS TO ARRIVE AT A MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE FORMULA 

FOR ELECTIONS. 
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IN NEGOTIATIONS, ISRAEL UNDERSTANDS THAT 

PALESTINIANS WILL BE FREE TO BRING THEIR OWN POSITIONS 

AND PREFERENCES TO THE BARGAINING TABLE. THE PRIME 

MINISTER ASSURED ME THAT ISRAEL IS COMMITTED TO 

NEGOTIATING AN AGREEMENT ON FINAL STATUS THAT IS 

SATISFACTORY TO ALL SIDES. 
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HE MADE IT CLEAR THAT INTERIM ARRANGEMENTS ON 

PALESTINIAN SELF-RULE ARE NOT THE END OF THE ROAD BUT 

fORM PART OF A LARGER PROCESS THAT INCLUDES NEGOTIATING 

AND CONCLUDING AN AGREEMENT ON FINAL STATUSo 
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I EXPRESSED THE U.So VIEW THAT SUCH A PROCESS SHOULD 

FROM THE OUTSET INCLUDE CREDIBLE ASSURANCES FOR THE 

PALESTINIANS THAT FINAL STATUS NEGOTIATIONS WILL 

ADDRESS LEGITIMATE POLITICAL RIGHTS. 
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THE PRIME MINISTER AND I AGREED THAT OUR 

GOVERNMENTS WOULD REMAIN IN CLOSE TOUCH TO ENSURE THAT 

EVERYTHING POSSIBLE IS BEING DONE TO PROMOTE THE 

PROSPECTS FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EASTe SPEAKING FOR 

MYSELF AND FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, I WANT TO ASSURE 

EVERYONE THAT THE UNITED STATES IS COMMITTED TO 

PROMOTING THIS GOAL. 


