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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 3, 1991

Dear Dr. Hale:

On behalf of President Bush, thank you for your message about
issues concerning U.S. pollcy in the Middle East.

President Bush has made it clear that a comprehensive Middle East
peace agreement is a high priority of his Administration and that
the United States will act as a catalyst in bringing about such
an agreement. The President's personal involvement and Secretary
of State James Baker's repeated trips to the region have
demonstrated that commitment.

As you know, President Bush launched a peace initiative
immediately following the war in the Persian Gulf. He recently
announced that the United States and the Soviet Union, acting as
cosponsors, are working to convene an October peace conference
that is designed to launch bilateral and multilateral
negotiations among Israel, the Arab states, and the Palestinians.
The Administration remains hopeful that the October target date
can be maintained and that all parties to the dispute will accept
the U.S. approach and will facilitate these efforts.

The Administration has continued to remind Israel of our
opposition to a number of Israeli occupation practices, including
continued settlement in the occupied territories. At the same
time, we have also expressed our opposition to the Arab boycott
of Israel. The Administration remains firm in its belief that a
comprehensive peace settlement must be grounded on United Nations
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 and on the principle of
territory for peace.

This principle must be elaborated to provide for Israel's
recognition and security and, at the same time, to provide for
legitimate Palestinian polltlcal rights. As the President has
said, "Anything else would fail the twin tests of fairness and
security."

U.S. efforts to promote peace in the Middle East have
increasingly won international support. Most recently, the
leaders of the seven leading industrialized nations who attended
the London Economic Summit endorsed the current American
initiative. President Bush believes that an historic opportunity
exists for achieving peace in the Middle East, and you can be



sure that his Administration will do all that it can to persuade
the people of the region to seize this opportunity.

President Bush appreciates having your comments and suggestions
on this important issue, and you can be sure that they have been
carefully noted. With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

VA VL ¢ e Je i

Kathleen S. Jeavons
Associate Director for Public Liaison

Dr. Joe Hale

General Secretary

World Methodist Council

P.O. Box 518

Lake Junaluska, North Carolina 28745
1001 Genter Street



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

5702

July 31, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR SHIRLEY M. GREEN

FROM: WILLIAM F. SITTMANN kffwb*L/

SUBJECT: Draft response to Dr. Joe Hale, General Secretary,
World Methodist Council

Attached at Tab A is a proposed response to a letter from Dr. Joe
Hale, General Secretary, World Methodist Council (Tab B).

Attachments
Tab A Response to Dr. Hale
Tab B Letter from Dr. Hale



DRAFT

Dear Dr. Hale:

I am responding to your letter to the President of June 25
regarding the Middle East peace process.

President Bush has made clear that a comprehensive Middle East
peace is a high priority of his administration and that the U.S.
will act as a catalyst to bring this about. The President’s
personal involvement and Secretary Baker’s repeated trips to the
region have evidenced that commitment.

We remain hopeful that all parties to the dispute, including
Israel, will accept our approach and facilitate our efforts. We
have made clear to Israel our opposition to a number of Israeli
occupation practices, including continued settlement in the
occupied territories. We have also made clear that a
comprehensive peace must be grounded in U.N. Security Council
Resolutions 242 and 338 and the principle of territory for peace.
This principle must be elaborated to provide for Israel’s
security and recognition and, at the same time, for legitimate
Palestinian political rights. Anything else, the President has
pointed out, will fail the twin test of fairness and security.

Increasingly, our efforts have won international support. Most
recently the Group of Seven at the London Summit endorsed the
current American initiative. We also appreciate the support of
individuals such as yourself. We believe a historic opportunity
exists to bring peace to the Middle East, and we will continue
our efforts to persuade the people of that region to seize this
opportunity.

Sincerely,






5702

July 31, 1991

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM F, STTTMANM

THROUGH : RICHARD N.
FROM: EDMUND J. ©
SUBJECT: Draft response to Dr. Joe Hale, General Secretary,

World Methodist Council

Attached at Tab I is a memo to Shirley Green forwarding a draft
response (Tab A) to a letter from Dr. Joe Hale, General
Secretary, World Methodist Council, in response to his letter of
June 17, 1991 (Tab B).

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memo to Shirley Green at Tab I.

Attachments

Tab I Memo to Shirley Green
Tab A Response to Dr. Hale
Tab B Letter from Dr. Hale
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- 2 -

The United States has consistently opposed a number of
Israeli occupation practices, and we have made our position
very clear to Israeli authorities. We continue to closely
monitor the situation and to bring our views to the senior
levels of the Israeli government. We believe that the best
means of achieving legitimate Palestinian rights, along with
security for Israel, is a peace process conducted through
direct negotiations between the parties and based on United
Nations Security Council resolutions 242 and 338.

The Administration intends to continue its efforts to

achieve these objectives.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable George Bush
Page Two
June 17, 1991

I have hesitated to write for many months because I have had
the feeling that no expression of frustration, or of the
anger I feel, could make any difference. I wish now,
however, to express my deep concern in the strongest
possible terms.

What we are permitting Israel to do is create a country in
which the worst elements of South African apartheid are
reborn at the very time President F.W. de Klerk and others
in that African country are working toward change and
reform.

I plead with you to say to Israel what you have said to
Iragq, to the USSR, to Jordan, to Egypt and to every other
nation that benefits from U.S. foreign aid or loans, that
our support is based on our foreign policy, not the policy
of the receiving nation.

I write in support of what you are seeking to do. I am
alarmed that Israel is undercutting you at every turn by
deflecting the creative initiatives you have advanced. It
becomes clearer every day that the Israeli objective is, one
way or another, to drive the Palestinian people out of the
Israeli occupied areas, or, to impose an internal solution,
shielded from observation by the United Nations, the United
States or anyone else, bestowing on these people a miserable
second-class citizenship that robs them of property and
their humanity.

Just as the Nation of Israel was created by the world
community in 1948, this tragic situation in Israel today can
only be resolved with the help of the larger world
community, with impartial observers, who clearly see, and
are willing to courageously challenge and change the
injustice that is being inflicted. Know of my strong
support for your efforts.

With friendship, I remain

Most\ sintepely yours,

Joe |Hale
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