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September 28, 1990

Dear Mr. Lanin:

Thank you for your thoughtful letter regarding
the situation in the Persian Gulf. I understand
your concerns, and I appreciate your suggestions.

I have been heartened by the number of other
countries -- including Arab nations -- that have
joined the international effort to defend Saudi
Arabia against aggression. Out of this historic
period of cooperation, a new world order can
emerge. I want you to know that I will do my
best to bring about a timely and peaceful resolu-
tion to this matter of grave importance to our
nation and to our world.

Barbara joins me in sending our best wishes.

Sincerely,

Mr. Lester Lanin

Lester Lanin Orchestras
157 West 57th Street

New York, New York 10019
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Dear Mr. Lanin:

Thank you for your thoughtful letter regarding the situation in
the Persian Gulf. I understand your concerns and I appreciate
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your suggestions.

I have been heartened by the number of other countries --
including Arab nations =-- that have joined the international
effort to defend Saudi Arabia against aggression. out of this
historic period of cooperation, a new world order can emerge. I
want you to know that I will do my best to bring about a timely
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Barbara joins me in sending our best wishes.
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/ / : September 11, 1990

President Bush

White House
Washington, DC

Fax No. 202-456=2416

Dear Mr. President:

Possibly SaddamHussein can be bargained with in the Persian Gulf
crisis and he should be. The process would start with the condition
that Saddam doesn't get anything that he couldn't have gotten by
peaceful means. But, given all that has happened you also must now
build that proverbial golden bridge over which Saddam Hussein can
retreat and this latter element doesn't appear to be on the agenda
yet.

The West, including the action of the United Nation's Security
Council, which includes the Soviet Union has given the appearance of
escalating demands on Bagdad in a way that makes an acceptable
Settlement unattainable.

We know Saddam Hussein has blood on his hands. We know he is a
dangerous tyrant, but he isn't a Hitler. He's already indicated
that he can be flexible by the recent arrangement with Iran. But
most of the negotiations so far have been through the media.

What is urgently needed is for a competent negotiator to draw up a
list of promises that could be made to the Iraqi leader in exchange
for his willingness to pull his troops out of Kuwait and to release
all of the hostages.

The list of proposals would need an endorsement from the UN Security
Council. I believe frankly, that the man is now afraid that he will
be bombed even if he does pull out of Kuwait.

Hussein is a classie bully, he's calculating, he understands and
uses power. He must be shown there's no benefit to aggression. He
must be shown that his best alternative to a negotiated agreement
is only a continued blockade and possibly war. Of course, there is
no certainty negotiation will work. However, it must be tried,

I suspect that Saddam wants economic concessions in return for any
negotiated deal on his part. Economic moves on the part of the West
can be perceived by Saddam to be just as threatening as military
moves. From his point of view the United States conspired with the
Saudis and Kuwait to knock the bottom out of oil prices. I have
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heard U.S. oil people argue the same point. Saddam may have
thought he faced bankruptcy before he moved into Kuwait,

Equally important and part of the same problem is that the Arabs
need to do their own decizionmaking. If we impose key decisions
on them, we are just the latest Colonial Power. In this first
post Cold War crisis, the whole third world is watching to see,
since the Soviets are now weaker, whether the US will use the UN
to impose its will on the rest of the world in particular the
third world. Negotiations means identifying and meeting the
discontent that fuels a crisis.

I see the world moving gradually away from balance of power
politics toward actually resolving basic problems, The legitimate
interest of the Iraq people must be considered, identified and if
possible satisfied, if a negotiated solution is to be found. The
ability to bring people together to seek peaceful resolutions
through diplomacy is growing despite many tough reglonal problems
in the world,

The cooperative approach involves not only recognizing that
violence is ineffective but also seeing that all who have a stake
in a problem ought to be part of the process of coming up with a
solution..Iraq in attacking Kuwait acted against current codes of
civilized behavior.

People see Iraq's invasion as an important test for Washington's
ability to solve todays regional problems through the overriding
standard that the basic needs of all parties in a region are
important and must be identified and discussed.

All nations must be given the message that they themselves are
empowered to solve their own problems.

May I quote our great Commander-In-Chief Dwight D. Eisenhower "I
firmly believe that the future of civilization is absolutely
dependent upon finding someway of resolving international differences
without resorting to war".
With all good wishes to Mre. Bush and your mother.

Yours sincerely,

Lester Lanin
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