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August 31, 1990

Office of the Counselor to the President REGEIVE (b

The White House-Executive Office QEP 41990 9(9)
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. ”

Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Sir:

I am writing to request any supportive measures you may be able
to provide through your office regarding current military mailing
standards.

My only son is in the Navy, aboard the USS Detroit and like
thousands of other American sons; he's in the Middle East.

The USS Detroit has had a major problem for two years with the
water recycling system and now that its in the Red Sea, the high
salt content is causing it to take three times the amount of time
to desalinate the water. Showers are every four days in over 100
degree temperatures.

We thought we could, and would be supportive by sending mail
frequently and packages to keep the spirits up. Lots of people
are sending small drink packets i.e. Gatorade, etc. which serves
a dual purpose...a treat but also a necessity in pushing fluids
to prevent dehydration.

F.P.O. New York, New York 09567-3015 is where we have to send all
our outgoing mail, and just three weeks into the game plan, they
have stopped accepting packages and put a weight 1limit of 12
ounces on any outgoing mail to our military service people. Seems
they can't handle anything more because it would mean hand
sorting packages that the automatic sorters won't accommodate.

We have a few thousand people over there granted, but we have a
few million people over here who are still getting their pound of
junk mail daily with no weight limitations. I realize that there
are Federal rules about mailing things but this rule seems to
have been made up real quick for the convenience of mail sorters.
There have been packages to military in times past that have
circled the world to reach their destination, but we as Americans
were never denied the right to send them. This is a slap in the
face to the military service men and women; as well to the
families who are trying in whatever means to be supportive of
them. Please help.

Thank you for your time.
Very truly yours,

CZV%fZ4A/LJZ7

Sunny C. Russo



