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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 5, 1990

Dear Carl:

Thank you for your thoughtful message and the
material you enclosed. These are complicated
times, and warm words of encouragement from
friends really count.

I firmly believe in the need for an international
effort to force Saddam Hussein to withdraw his
troops from Kuwait. The world must be prepared
to confront acts of naked aggression against
sovereign nations, and I am heartened by the
widespread support we have received for our
efforts to enforce the United Nations Security
Council's sanctions against Iraq.

It was good to see you in June, and I'm happy that
the photographs of your visit turned out so well.

Barbara joins me in sending our warmest regards to
all the Woies.

Sincerely,

-~

/
Mr. Carl Woie /
Route 2, Box 573 /

Longville, Minnesota 56655 9 0 0 9 O 6
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Dear Carl:

Thank you for your thoughtful message and the material you
enclosed. These are complicated times, and warm words of

encouragement from friends really count.

I firmly believe in the need for an international effort to
force Saddam Hussein to withdraw his troops from Kuwait. The
world must be prepared to confront acts of naked aggression
against sovereign nations, and I am heartened by the widespread
support we have received for our efforts to enforce the United

Nation's sanctions against Iraq.
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Barbara joins me in sending our warmest regards
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Sincerely,
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Mr. Carl Woie
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Contain Iraq before it’s too late

Standing astride Kuwait, President Saddam Hus-
sein suddenly looks as large as the huge billboards
that clutter Iraq’s roadsides with his visage. His
blitzkrieg Thursday shook the Middle East and the

world. With far the strongest military force in the

region, with demonstrable ruthlessness in using it,
and now with control of more oil reserves than
any other country anywhere, Irag is unquestion-
ably an awesome world power. Awesome. but not
unstoppable.

While it’s important to recognize Hussein’s
strengths, obsession with them can lead to inac-
t10a. To the credit of the Bush administration, the
Urited States has taken the lead in pressing for the
fast collective action necessary to stop the Iraqgi
dictator, to pry loose his illegal grip on Kuwait and
to prevent other aggression in the future.

Fast responses are essential to prevent a fatalistic
acceptance of the status quo since Thursday. Am-
bivalence among the other countries of the Arabi-
an peninsula, most of them small but rich, was
un ortunately predictable. Although the lIran-Iraq
wet obscured their apprehensions, all have long
been wary of Iraq; ask an Omani about PFLOAG,
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Oman and
the Arab Gulf, which Iraq supported in the 1970s
in a surreptitious attempt to topple governments.
The sole virtue of Thursday’s takeover was its
blatancy: no Arab country can now doubt Hus-

sein’s rapacity. The oil countries should be more
willing to work with outsiders to improve security
for themselves and those who buy their oil.

Collective security means a new role for Saudi
Arabia, which faces a strong possibility of becom-
ing the next Kuwait. The Saudis could help avoid
that prospect by assenting, if necessary, to a shut-
down of the Iraqi oil pipeline that crosses Saudi
Arabia. Their sense of security would be improved
by basing in their country a few military air
squadrons — U.S. certainly, probably British, too,
and perhaps from some other NATO countries
and maybe even from the Soviet Union. Like U.S.
forces based in Europe in the Cold War, foreign
forces in Saudi Arabia would make Hussein think
twice before invading,.

Above all, collective security means coordinated
action against Irag. Alone, the U.S. embargo
would have little effect. But a world boycott on
Iraqi oil and on other trade with Irag would bring
crippling pressure to Hussein’s already battered
economy. Egypt’s courageous condemnation of the
[raqi invasion shows that Hussein cannot intimi-
date all Arab countries. The joint Soviet-U.S.
condemnation shows that he cannot play off one
great power against the other. Together, nations
can show Hussein that strength lies with them, not
hin.
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