
  

 
Camp Devo/Week 1 

 
 

 

 

Have you ever struggled to believe something you didn’t experience firsthand?   
We’re all familiar with the phrase, “You’ve got to see it to believe it.” Often in our 
faith, we default to the same principle. We think, “I can’t believe what I haven’t seen 
or experienced firsthand.” The danger of this thinking is that we have to experience 
something before it can be real.  
 
Do you remember the first time you ate your favorite food? Or the first time you 
watched your favorite TV show?  Whatever it might be — your discovery, or, your 
experience made it real for you. Your favorite food was that delicious regardless if you 
ever experienced it or not. The reality is, you finally discovered it for yourself! It’s 
always been there — but you just haven’t experienced it yet.   
 
Often our faith is the same way. Many of us haven’t seen or experienced it first hand 
— but I can assure you that your faith is real and powerful. Maybe you’re here this 
week to experience Jesus in a way you haven’t before. The good news is: He’s already 
here, waiting for you to experience what has always been there.   
 

 DAY 1 
 
 

“And without faith it is impossible to 

please him, for whoever would draw 

near to God must believe that he 

exists and that he rewards those who 

seek him.” 

 
 

We can all default to trusting in things we can physically and tangibly experience. It’s 
much easier to trust in a chariot, or a horse — we can see those things! It’s much 
harder to trust in the invisible God, the One we cannot physically or tangibly see. God 
calls us to trust in Him with faith, like we read, which is what is not seen. In 
fact, without trusting in God in this way, it says nothing else impresses Him. Faith 
moves the heart of God.   
 
If you are hungry to experience God, believe in Him and trust Him before you ever 
experience Him. Maybe you haven’t “felt God” in a long time. That’s okay! The good 
news is, when you trust Him even when you can’t feel Him, He will reveal Himself to 
you in a new, deep, and a fresh way that will change your entire life. Be bold and 
commit your heart in trust to God in prayer this morning. Commit to seeking His 
presence this week.  
 
 

Trust not in chariots or horses! DAY 2  

                                         

“Some trust in chariots and some in 

horses, but we trust in the name of 

the Lord our God.” 

 
 

 

Have you ever done something incredibly difficult and gotten no credit for it?   
One of the hardest things in life is to be overlooked! We hate it! We’re hard wired as 
humans to want attention — from friends, parents, significant others, you name it! We 
want to be recognized. We want to be important. We want to be someone!   

Sometimes we can fall guilty into the trap of making our faith more public than it is 
private. Often, we act like perfect, spotless Christians who love the Lord with all their 
heart… in front of everyone at youth group; when we rarely spend time with God when 
no one is looking.   

When we prioritize our faith in front of others, we are in danger of accepting a lie 
about our faith — one that is covered in our pride, not in anything God can offer us. 

 DAY 3  
"But when you pray, go into your 

room and shut the door and pray to 

your Father who is in secret. And 

your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you.” 

Matthew 6:6 ESV 

 



  

 
 

 

Father, Paul says that he is content, other translations say that he boasts in his weaknesses! 
That’s bold! What would your life be like if you were proud of the areas you fell short, 
because it caused you to rely on God even stronger? The reality is: when we experience 
weakness, we have to train ourselves to see it as an opportunity to rely on God. 
Otherwise, we fall into overcompensating for our weaknesses, and make things even worse 
for us. When we experience weakness, we try our hardest to strengthen ourselves. 10 out of 
10 times, we end up frustrated, hurt, defeated, and spiritually exhausted.   
 
What a great reminder that we shouldn’t ever consider ourselves more important than we 
are. It’s that kind of humility that empowers us to walk in real confidence — a confidence that 
is not in our abilities, but in the God we  serve. Spiritual confidence comes from our 
weakness. It’s in our weakness that we experience the true strength of Christ.  

Strong even in our weaknesses 
DAY 4 

 
 

“For the sake of Christ, then, I am 

content with weaknesses, insults, 

hardships, persecutions, and 

calamities. For when I am weak, 

then I am strong.”  

2 Corinthians 12:10 ESV 

 

Have you ever stopped to think that God has gifted you in unique ways? Maybe you’ve taken 
a spiritual gifts test and identified what you are good in. Maybe you have a hunch about 
what your gift could be based on your personality and what you love. Whatever the case — 
God has created you with unique gifts to serve Him.   
 
Like any gift, hoarding something to yourself ruins it not only for you, but for those around 
you. Some of the best gifts we receive are ones that everyone around us benefit from. 
When we are generous with our gifts, it creates joy. 

 
DAY 5 

 
 

“As each has received a gift, 

use it to serve one another, as 

good stewards of God's varied 

grace.” 

 

1 Peter 4:10 ESV 


