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INTRODUCTION

The Legal Writer column first appeared in the July–August 2001 issue
of the New York State Bar Association Journal. I had recently finished an
edition of Advanced Judicial Opinion Writing, a handbook for New York
judges and law clerks, when Howard Angione, then–editor-in-chief of the
Journal, asked me to adapt portions of that book for a column on legal
writing. The column, now in its 15th year of publication in the Journal,
quickly expanded beyond adaptations from my opinion-writing handbook
into original pieces designed for all lawyers and especially New York law-
yers.

At first, each column focused on a single topic: formality vs. inflation,
concision, affirmative writing, and plain English. The goal was to impart
practical, real-world legal-writing suggestions that attorneys would find
useful in every aspect of their professional lives. As I kept writing, topics
seemed to need a deeper look. That resulted in a number of series cover-
ing (I hope) all the aspects of a single topic. This book comprises that
kind of effort.

When I began writing the “Drafting New York Civil-Litigation Docu-
ments” series, I knew it would take up a number of column inches. I had
no idea it would stretch over 46 issues of the Journal. Early in 2015, when
we discussed the possibility of publishing a book of Legal Writer col-
umns, we quickly agreed that “Drafting New York Civil-Litigation Docu-
ments” would need to be a separate book, once that series wrapped up at
the end of 2015. 

The point of the “Drafting New York Civil-Litigation Documents”
series was to give practicing New York attorneys the tools they need to
make their best case to the court — to increase their chances of winning.
The point of this Drafting New York Civil-Litigation Documents book is
to put every facet and issue of drafting discussed in the columns into a sin-
gle location for easy reference. We plan on compiling other past (and
future) columns to create other legal-writing books for attorneys.

I’d very much like to thank two people who worked on every column in
this book: Joan Fucillo, the State Bar’s Publication Manager, and Alexan-
dra Standish, my law clerk for more than 10 years. Extraordinary is the
best, and only, way to describe their stellar advice, commitment, editing,
and expertise. They’re both the co-authors of this book. 
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I would also like to thank Daniel McMahon, Director of Publications at
the New York State Bar Association, and copy editors Alex Dickson,
Reyna Eisenstark, Howard Healy, and Kate Mostaccio. 

I dedicate this book to Irene Lebovits, my mother, who’s less an assid-
uous stickler for the legal rules about which I write and more an advocate
for and practitioner of the greater values of family and love.

Hon. Gerald Lebovits
New York, New York
December 2015
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