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PREFACE

While in the decade since the last edition of this book was published
there were few substantive revisions made to federal consumer bank-
ruptcy law, there have been significant changes to the federal procedural
rules and forms as well as to certain provisions under New York law
applicable to consumer bankruptcy cases. A substantial number of these
revisions were likely prompted by the Great Recession and the resultant
mortgage foreclosure crisis, among other factors. 

In writing this edition, I want to acknowledge the assistance of the Pub-
lications Department at the New York State Bar Association. The staff
there provided helpful guidance and encouragement over the course of
this edition’s preparation.



xiv

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Susan Jensen has authored law review articles and contributed to various
treatises on bankruptcy law and practice. In 2006, Ms. Jensen received the
Editor’s Prize for her article, “A Legislative History of the Bankruptcy
Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005,” which was pub-
lished in The American Bankruptcy Law Journal and which is included as
an appendix to this edition.

Ms. Jensen co-authored, together with the Honorable Jeremiah Berk, the
first edition of this book. Currently, she is senior counsel to the Committee
on the Judiciary of the U.S. House of Representatives, where she is primar-
ily responsible for bankruptcy and commercial legislation.

Previously, she was general counsel for the National Bankruptcy
Review Commission. Before joining the Commission, Ms. Jensen was a
senior attorney-advisor with the U.S. Trustee Program in Newark, New
Jersey. Ms. Jensen began her career in bankruptcy law as a law clerk for
bankruptcy judges in the Eastern and Southern Districts of New York. She
obtained her undergraduate, law degree, and LL.M. from New York Uni-
versity. 




